
Can I Get A Witness? – Rev 11 (Part 2) 
Rev 11. We’re studying the book of Revelation, and this is part 2 of a little mini-series 
titled Can I Get A Witness? Because that’s the idea of this chapter. Through the visions of 
John, God is telling us what’s to come, to confirm our commitment. Asking, in so many 
words, can I get a witness? Are you with me? 
 
And we found last week that there’s a whole bunch of symbolism here. So . . . 
First the symbolism 
[1] Then [John says; after the previous vision of the scroll] I was given a measuring rod 
like a staff, and I was told, “Rise and measure the temple of God and the altar and those 
who worship there, [2] but do not measure the court outside the temple; leave that out, for 
it is given over to the nations, and they will trample the holy city for forty-two months. [3] 
And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, 
clothed in sackcloth.” [4] These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand 
before the Lord of the earth. (ESV) 
 
The measuring rod we found, is a tool of assessment and preservation, and . . . 
•  The temple represents the church (v1) 
The spiritual aspect of God’s people, and . . . 
• The holy city also represents the church (v2) 
The physical aspect of God’s people. Then, we found that . . . 
• 42 months represents a short time of suffering (v2b) 
And . . . 
• The witnesses, trees, and lamps represent all believers. (v3-4) 
The church as well. 
 
That’s the symbolism. Used heavily here to protect the church and prepare the church. 
Protect it by concealing God’s plan from those who hate him and don’t understand the 
symbolism; and prepare the church by revealing his plan to those who get it. 
 
The question is, are you ready? If the symbolism speaks of the church . . . 
Are you ready and willing to be a witness for God? (v1-10) 
That’s where we left off. Rise and assess the church God says, to see if anyone’s ready. 
Measure your heart to see if you’re willing; willing to be a witness. Willing to represent 
him. Ready to live for him. Ready and willing to represent the church in the world instead 
of the world in the church. Can I get a witness? 
 
I hope so. But there’s more to it than just saying yes. Starting with this: 
 
Are you ready and willing to be a witness . . . 
• Using your God-given authority to the utmost? (v3-4) 
That’s the next question. And we leave so much on the table in this respect, it’s tragic. 
God has not only given us a mandate to witness, like Jesus said in Acts 1:8, you will be my 
witnesses; but he’s also given us the power to carry it out. That’s the idea of v3 – I will 
grant authority to my two witnesses. I will give them the right and the power to carry out 
the mandate. 
 
The question is, are you ready and willing to use it? Ready and willing to apply your God-
given authority. And not just a little, but to the utmost? 

Once again, I hope so. Because we already have it. We already have the authority to 
witness. This isn’t just future, it’s now. Because the power resides within us in the person 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Remember Zech 4:6? Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD of 
hosts. To do what? To be his light; his witness. That’s the context. By his Spirit we have 
the authority. By his Spirit we have the right and power. And if we apply it, now and later; 
if we step up and step out, we’ll shine like the brightest lamps in the world. Filled and 
fueled by the endless oil of the Holy Spirit’s anointing. 
 
Ø Unfortunately, we shrink back don’t we? Instead of using our God-given authority to 
the utmost, we barely use it all. Instead of speaking up, we pipe down. Instead of standing 
out, we blend in. Instead of shining forth, we recede. Is that you? 
 
If so, your witness in The Great Tribulation won’t be much different. If you don’t use your 
God-given authority now, what makes you think you’ll use it then? When the heat is really 
on? The opposition really intense. The cost really high. 
 
Start now. With the authority you have now. The message you have now. The presence 
and power now. If you do, I guarantee you you’ll be ready and willing later. 
 
Second, are you ready and willing to be a witness . . . 
• By speaking the truth in good times and bad? (v5-6) 
[4] These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the 
earth [referring to us; the church]. [5] And if anyone would harm them, fire pours from 
their mouth and consumes their foes. If anyone would harm them, this is how he is 
doomed to be killed. [6] They have the power to shut the sky, that no rain may fall during 
the days of their prophesying [their witnessing], and they have power over the waters to 
turn them into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as they 
desire. 
 
Wow. What do we do with that? Is it intended to be taken literally? Are we going to 
literally breath fire and kill our opponents? Will we literally have the power to turn water 
into death? And strike the earth with every kind of plague as much as we want? 
 
I don’t think so. It’s possible, but I think this too is symbolic. Symbolic, of a prophetic 
witness on our part. Like the witness of Jeremiah (Jer 5:14b) in days of old. To whom 
God said – I am making my words in your mouth a fire, and this people wood, and the fire 
shall consume them. Clearly symbolic. Because nothing literal like that happened in 
Jeremiah’s ministry. He spoke the truth, and the people were judged, but not by literal fire 
coming from his mouth. 
 
And I think the same is true here. If we’re ready and willing, these verses describe a kind 
of witness on our part. Starting with the truth; New Testament prophecy.  
 
Ø Our witness will be prophetic. It’s the first of four descriptors here. I think v5-6 are 
God’s way of describing and underscoring our prophetic witness in The Great Tribulation. 
Because prophesying is the very thing we will do. V3 – I will grant authority to my two 
witnesses, and they will prophesy. They will declare and apply God’s truth to the situation 



at hand. And sometimes, even predict the future. At least that’s how it will seem to those 
in the world. 
 
As we urge people to repent and turn to Jesus, we will no doubt speak of the coming 
judgments. Just like we speak of eternal judgment now. “Repent and believe because hell 
is real.” 
 
But then, in The Great Tribulation, we’ll speak of God’s judgment specifically. Citing the 
very events that will come next, because we’ve read the end of the book. 
 
But to those who don’t know this book, it will appear as though we are predicting the 
future. Especially when it comes true. So v5-6 speak of a prophetic witness on our part. 
 
Ø Second, our witness will be bold and powerful. Bold and powerful like the witness of 
Elijah and Moses. Two of the most significant Old Testament prophets. They’re not 
named here, but their deeds sure are. 
 
Like the pronouncement in v5 – If anyone would harm them [God’s witnesses], fire pours 
from their mouth and consumes their foes. The very thing Elijah did when he called fire 
down from heaven in 2 Kings 1. Do you know that story? 
 
Ahaziah was the king of the northern tribes of Israel at the time, around 800BC, and he 
sent 50 men to capture Elijah. Because Elijah prophesied judgment against Ahaziah. And 
when they found him, sitting on a hill, the captain of the men said, “O man of God, the 
king says ‘Come down.’” [10] But Elijah answered . . . “If I am a man of God, let fire 
come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty.” Then fire came down from 
heaven and consumed him and his fifty. 2 Kings 1:9-10. 
 
And then it happened again; with another fifty. Fire from heaven consumed them. 
 
So here in Rev 11:5, God seems to be recalling the bold and powerful example of Elijah’s 
witness, to describe the same characteristics in us. Prophetic in our own right, with a 
Spirit-enabled boldness and God-infused power to back it up. Our witness will be bold 
and powerful. 
 
Ø Third, our witness will be protected. V5b – If anyone would harm them, this is how he 
is doomed to be killed. I’d say that’s protection. “You touch me, you die.” Not because we 
will act, but God will. Like he did with Elijah. And the Israelites before him. 
 
We will suffer in The Great Tribulation, but we will also be protected. Not to sit in our 
bunkers or reinforced enclaves, but to stand in the world and witness. We’re protected to 
witness. Protected to testify. Protected to speak the truth. 
 
Ø Fourth, our witness will be emphasized. There’s protection , and there’s emphasis. V6. 
Recalling another example of Elijah’s witness, God says that we will have the power to 
shut the sky, that no rain may fall during the days of [our] prophesying. 
 
It’s straight out of 1 Kings 17, and it’s cited in James 5:17-18; as an example of powerful 
prayer. [17] Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it 
might not rain, and for three years and six months [don’t miss the connection; 42 months] 

it did not rain on the earth. [18] Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the 
earth bore its fruit. 
 
Just like our prayer has power now, it will have power in The Great Tribulation. To give 
emphasis to our words. Emphasis to our message. Emphasis to our testimony. Elijah’s 
example shows it, and so does that of Moses. The other Old Testament prophet 
represented here. 
 
Ø V6b – They [God’s people] have power over the waters to turn them into blood and to 
strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as they desire. The very things Moses 
did to get his point across; in the days of Israel’s bondage and the impending judgment of 
Egypt. (Ex 7-12) Just like his witness was emphasized with the works of God, so will 
ours. Just like his witness was highlighted, so will ours. 
 
Not that we’ll do the same kind of miracles he did, or Elijah did; but that we will be 
prophetic like there were, bold and powerful like they were, protected like they were, and 
emphasized like they were. All for the purpose of declaring the Gospel, warning of 
judgment, and urging people to repent and believe. 
 
Are you ready for that? Ready and willing? Can I get a witness? I hope so. Because 
there’s no greater joy and no greater blessing than to speak for God and represent him. 
 
Ø But there’s also a cost. There’s also a cost to being a witness for Christ. Especially in 
The Great Tribulation. And if you don’t count it, and count it now, you probably won’t 
bear it then. 
 
Are you ready and willing to be a witness . . . 
• To the point of death and disgrace? (v7-10) 
That’s the cost. [7] And when they have finished their testimony [these witnesses], the 
beast that rises from the bottomless pit [the antichrist, empowered and supported by Satan 
himself] will make war on them and conquer them and kill them. 
 
After bearing witness to God in the first half of The Great Tribulation, the antichrist will 
arise and kill us in the second half. The 42 months referred to in v2. We’re going to be 
trampled, and suffer death. Death from the antichrist. 
 
The question is, are you ready for that? Have you counted that cost? Considered it. 
Affirmed your willingness to suffer it. Can I get a witness to the point of death? 
 
Not that all of us will die. We won’t. 1 Thess 4:17 says that some will still be alive and 
remain when the Lord returns. Which comes after this. So not all believers will die in The 
Great Tribulation, but enough to be notable and disgraced the world over. The world over. 
That’s what we find in the next verses. 
 
Ø V8. The beast will kill us, kill the witnesses – and their dead bodies will lie in the street 
of the great city that symbolically is called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was 
crucified. There’s the disgrace part. At least some of it. 
 
And it’s going to take place in the great city. A phrase that most likely refers to Jerusalem, 
as a symbol for the whole world. It’s impossible to know for sure, but I think the great 



city refers to every place that embodies moral depravity, oppression and tyranny, and 
martyrdom. Moral depravity like Sodom of old, oppression and tyranny like Egypt of old, 
and the death of believers like Jerusalem of old; the place where Jesus was crucified. 
 
In fact, Jerusalem itself embodied all of those things at one time or another. From the 
moral depravity of Roman conquerors, to the persecution and oppression of the early 
church, to the unjust death of Jesus himself. Which makes Jerusalem the great city, 
symbolizing every place like it. Which, in The Great Tribulation, is the whole world. 
 
The whole world is going to be in the grip of the beast in the second half of The  
Tribulation (Rev 13:7-8), and the church is going to suffer death and disgrace because of 
it. Death from the antichrist, and disgrace from the world. 
 
Are you willing? Are you ready and willing to suffer death from the antichrist and 
disgrace from the world? Can I still get a witness? Even in light of v9? 
 
Ø We’ll not only go unburied, but – [9] For three and a half days [a very short time; 
compared to 3½ years] some from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations [the 
world over] will gaze at their dead bodies and refuse to let them be placed in a tomb 
[another act of disgrace], [10] and those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them and 
make merry and exchange presents. 
 
The world’s going to throw a party when we’re dead; a party when the church is 
decimated. Because these two prophets [v10] had been a torment to those who dwell on 
the earth. A torment because we’re the aroma of death to them (2 Cor 2:15); the aroma of 
conviction and judgment. A torment, because we make them feel guilty. A torment, 
because we stand for what’s right and oppose what’s wrong. 
 
Just like now. Look no further than the hate from pro-abortion activists. When we 
advocate for life, when we oppose what’s wrong, the hate is visceral; demonic. Because 
conviction of sin is torment for those who won’t repent. 
 
But that’s nothing compared to the torment and hatred coming in The Great Tribulation. 
They’ll not only see us exempt from spiritual harm, while they suffer; but they’ll hear us 
talk about God, and the Gospel, and eternal suffering if they don’t repent. Which will 
bother them to the point of misery. Leading to a great celebration when we’re gone; when 
we’re dead. 
 
Are you ready for that? Ready and willing to be a witness unto death and disgrace? Is 
Jesus worth it to you? And worthy of such sacrifice in your mind and heart? 
 
I hope so. I hope your answer is a resounding yes. Because that’s what God’s looking for; 
and preparing us for. To be a witness. Ready and willing to live for his glory, and die for 
his plan. Can I get a witness? 
 
Prayer – Oh God, change our no’s to yes’s, and our whispers to shouts. Ignite within us a 
fire that burns white hot for you, and never stops. Help us to settle this issue once and for 
all, and never look back. We believe. We believe in you, we believe in Jesus, and we 
believe in saying so. 
 

You are loved 
 


