
Can I Get A Witness? – Rev 11 (Part 1) 
Rev 11. Revelation is one of the most difficult books in the Bible to understand and 
interpret, and chapter 11 is one of the reasons for that. It’s the most difficult chapter to 
understand and interpret. But interpret it we must because it’s a part of Scripture, and all 
Scripture is profitable. In this case, to help us hold fast and fulfill our calling; our ministry. 
 
Have you ever heard a sermon where the preacher’s rolling along, wiping the sweat from 
his brow, and finishes a thought by saying, “Can I get a witness?” Have you ever heard 
that? It’s a rhetorical question, to say, “Do you agree? Are you with me? If so, stand up 
and speak up.” 
 
In a sense, that’s what God is saying here in Rev 11. Can I get a witness? Are you with 
me? Are you ready to stand for me and speak for me? That’s the point here. This isn’t just 
FYI, information to know; but FYA, information to apply. For your application. 
 
But there’s a whole bunch to know and understand before we get there. So . . . 
First the symbolism 
The information. [1] Then [as in, after seeing the vision of the scroll and angel in chapter 
10] I was given a measuring rod like a staff [John says], and I was told, “Rise and 
measure the temple of God and the altar and those who worship there, [2] but do not 
measure the court outside the temple; leave that out, for it is given over to the nations, and 
they will trample the holy city for forty-two months. [3] And I will grant authority to my 
two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.” [4] These are 
the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. 
 
Let’s stop there because that’s a lot. 11 symbols in 4 verses. 11 images to reveal God’s 
plan for the end. The measuring rod, the temple and altar, the court outside, the nations, 
the holy city, 42 months, two witnesses, 1260 days, sackcloth, olive trees, and lampstands. 
11 symbols. And instead of just telling you what these things are, I want to show you. So 
you can see it for yourself, and know why you believe what you believe. Are you ready? 
 
Ø First is the measuring rod. I was given a measuring rod like a staff, John says. A long 
stick in those days, that was used to assess and preserve something. Like measuring the 
thickness of a wall to preserve its structural integrity. Or the depth of a cistern to preserve 
the water. It was a tool of assessment and preservation. Much like the Bible. 
 
And he was instructed to use the measuring rod in a very specific way. V1 – “Rise and 
measure the temple of God and the altar and those who worship there.” Get up and assess 
the temple and worshippers. Compare them to the standard of God’s word, and determine 
their strengths and weaknesses in order to preserve them. That’s the idea.  
 
Ø The question is, what’s the temple and altar? What do they represent? Along with the 
worshippers. And boy is there a lot of speculation about this. 
  
• The temple represents the ________ (v1) 
Some people infer this verse to mean that there will be a physical temple in The Great 
Tribulation, with people who physically worship there. Evidence and fulfillment they say, 
of Ezekiel’s prophecy about a temple. One of the Old Testament prophets. 
 

Based on Ez 40-48, a long prophecy about a future temple, and Rev 11:1, some people say 
that a temple will be rebuilt near the end of The Great Tribulation or the beginning of the 
Millennium. A temple in which Jesus will sit (Ez 43:6-7), the Old Testament sacrifices 
will be restarted (Ez 43:18-27), and the Law re-observed; for a thousand years. That’s 
what some people say this vision in Rev 11:1 refers to, based on Ezekiel 40-48. 
 
But there are 3 big problems with that: 
1. Ezekiel’s prophecy itself is highly symbolic. Like the river that he says will flow from 
under the threshold of the temple, to provide food and healing for the nations (Ez 47:1-
12). It’s obviously symbolic. And the same is true I think, of the rooms and specific 
dimensions Ezekiel gives. Apocalyptic imagery to describe something unimaginable to 
them. Namely, the church and the eternal state. Instead of a physical temple, Ezekiel’s 
prophecy describes a spiritual temple now, and all creation later. 
 
Now, because Jesus said in John 7:38 – “Whoever believes in me . . . Out of his heart will 
flow rivers of living water.” Out of the temple of our heart, the temple of the Holy Spirit, 
rivers of life and healing will flow to those around us. And in the eternal state, in the new 
Jerusalem on the new earth, Rev 22:1 says that we will see the river of the water of life . . . 
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the 
city. That’s the fulfillment of Ezekiel. Not a literal temple in The Great Tribulation or 
Millennium, but a spiritual temple now, and all creation yet to come. 
 
2. A physical temple is obsolete. That’s the second problem with believing in a literal 
temple being rebuilt in Jerusalem during The Great Tribulation or Millennium. It’s no 
longer necessary because the instructions of the Law are no longer necessary. Instructions 
for sacrifice and worship (Col 2; Rom 2, 4, and 7; Gal 2, 3, and 5; Heb 8-9). They’re 
obsolete. Which makes the need for a physical temple obsolete. 
 
Plus, Jesus himself said to the woman at the well in Jn 4:21 – The hour is coming when 
neither on this mountain [in Samaria; where he was] nor in Jerusalem will you worship 
the Father. . . . [In fact, the hour] is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth. In spirit, meaning in and from our heart, regardless of our 
location (Jn 4:21-24). Which makes a physical temple obsolete. 
 
3. A physical temple would be sacrilege. Blasphemous. Irreverent. Especially in the 
Millennium when Jesus is present. How could we possibly return to physical sacrifices in 
a physical temple, when the true sacrifice, the final sacrifice, is standing right there? It’s 
sacrilege. 
 
All of which means that the temple and altar and those who worship there, are symbolic of 
something else. And that something else, is the church. 
 
• The temple represents the church (v1) 
The fellowship of the redeemed who worship in the presence of God. Rise and measure 
the church God says. Assess and preserve the spiritual integrity of my people. Their 
spiritual strength and devotion. That’s the idea. 
 
Which fits with the rest of the New Testament, because the temple of God on this side of 
the cross is the church. Do you not know that you are God’s temple [Paul asks] and that 



God’s Spirit dwells in you? (1 Cor 3:16) We are the temple of the living God, he says. 2 
Cor 6:16. (Eph 2:21-22; 1 Pet 2:4-6). 
 
The temple represents the church, and like John, we should be constantly assessing 
ourselves for the purpose of holding fast. 
 
The measuring rod is an instrument of assessment and preservation, much like God’s 
word; and the temple is the church, God’s people. 
 
Ø Next, is the court outside the temple. Measure the temple, v2, but do not measure the 
court outside the temple; leave that out [God says], for it is given over to the nations 
[unbelievers], and they will trample the holy city for forty-two months. 
 
The Jerusalem temple was originally designed with inner courts and outer courts. The 
inner courts were for believing Jews, and the outer courts were for everyone; Jews and 
Gentiles; redeemed or not. Which made the inner areas places of safety and refuge, and 
the outer areas places of exposure. For conspiracy and attack. And we certainly see that in 
the New Testament. 
 
Which leads to the conclusion that the court outside the temple represents the church 
physically. If the temple and altar represent the church spiritually, our spiritual existence; 
the outer courts represent our physical existence. An existence subject to persecution by 
those who hate us; the nations. 
 
What’s more . . . 
• The holy city also represents the church (v2) 
The inner courts, outer courts, and city at large, all represent the church. Look at the v2 
again. Do not measure the court outside the temple . . . for it [the outer court, the church] 
is given over to the nations, and they [the nations] will trample the holy city for forty-two 
months. Implying that the holy city and the court outside the temple are one and the same. 
Which once again, fits with the way Jerusalem was set up in days of old. The outer courts 
were no different than the city at large when it came to access by the nations. 
 
So both the outer courts and the holy city represent the church physically. And in The 
Great Tribulation we’re going to be subject to trampling; persecution and death at the 
hands of the world. Because John wasn’t told to assess and preserve the physical aspect of 
our existence, only the spiritual. Our physical lives are going to be exposed, and 
sometimes ended. 
 
Ø But thankfully, our suffering will be cut short. 42 months it says. The next symbol. V2b 
– The nations . . . will trample the holy city [the church] for forty-two months. 3½ years. 
Half of The Great Tribulation. Coinciding with the half week in Dan 9, and the promise of 
Jesus to cut those days short (Mt 24:22). They’re not going to last. 
 
So . . . 
• 42 months represents a short time of suffering (v2b) 
You might even say a shortened time of suffering. That’s not only the implication, 
covering half of the 7 years of great tribulation, but that was the length of two events, 
etched in the historical conscience of John’s day. Events of suffering. 
 

The most recent, was the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem; 70AD. Just 25 years 
before John wrote this. The Romans swept in, the city was besieged, and according to 
Josephus, an historian at the time, the inhabitants endured 3½ years of suffering before it 
was brought to an end. 3½ years meant something to them. 
 
The second event was 3 centuries earlier under Antiochus Epiphanes; from 167-164BC. 
After coming to power, he began persecuting the Jews like few others. He outlawed a 
bunch of their religious practices; he ordered the worship of Zeus; and eventually, in 
167BC, he sacrificed a pig on the temple altar. A blasphemous violation of the Old 
Testament Law. 
 
And as you might imagine, the response on the part of the Jews was fierce. Leading to the 
Maccabean Revolt. Where a group of zealots fought both Antiochus and secular Jews in 
guerilla warfare. Eventually retaking and rededicating the temple in 164BC. And while 
those 3½ years from 167-164 became synonymous with suffering and hardship, they were 
also associated with an end to it; a shortened time of suffering and hardship. 
 
That’s the background on 42 months in apocalyptic imagery. It’s a standard symbol of 
suffering for a limited period of time; a time during which evil is allowed to reign. 
 
Ø That leaves 4 more symbols here, and they don’t get easier. Especially the two 
witnesses, two olive trees, and two lampstands. 
 
The witnesses, trees, and lamps represent ______  __________. (v3-4) 
V3. The church will suffer God says; [3] And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, 
and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.” They will be empowered to 
prophesy; to declare and apply God’s truth to the situation at hand. How long? 3½ years. 
1260 days. 42 months x 30 days in a month; the ancient rule of thumb. The same span as 
our suffering. They will prophesy during our suffering. 
 
And it won’t be great. They’ll be clothed in sackcloth it says. Symbolizing their mourning 
and distress due to their hardship and message; a message of judgment. 
 
Ø Then God says in v4 – These [these two witnesses] are the two olive trees and the two 
lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. Indicating that the witnesses and olive 
trees and lampstands are the same people. Those who stand before God. Those who 
worship him. 
 
But who they are is more difficult. Some say Elijah and Moses, or Elijah and Elisha, 
Zerubbabel and Joshua, James and John, Peter and Paul, you name it. Others say no, the 
two witnesses represent the Law and Prophets; or the Law and the Gospel, or the Old 
Testament and New Testament, Israel and the Church, Israel and the Word, the churches 
of Smyrna and Philadelphia. And that’s the short list. Because it’s not super clear. 
(Mounce, NICNT, 217) 
 
But there are some scriptures that help, and a conclusion I think that is best. 
• The witnesses, trees, and lamps represent all believers. (v3-4) 
Once again, the church. And one of the main reasons for that, is the connection between 
v7 and Rev 13:7. Rev 13:7 helps us understand Rev 11:7, which helps us understand v3-4. 



Take a look. V7. John says – When they [the witnesses] have finished their testimony, the 
beast that rises from the bottomless pit will make war on them and conquer them and kill 
them. The beast, referring to the anti-Christ or man of lawlessness. One and the same. And 
as such, he’s empowered by Satan to persecute and kill the witnesses. Which Rev 13 
identifies as the church. 
 
Ø Rev 13:5 – And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, 
and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months [leading the charge to 
trample God’s people; same time period]. [6] It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies 
against God [evil falsehoods], blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who 
dwell in heaven. He’ll spew hate about everybody. 
 
And here’s the connection with the witnesses. [7] Also it was allowed to make war on the 
saints [those still on earth] and to conquer them. Same verbiage as 11:7, where it says he 
will make war on [the witnesses] and conquer them. Leading to the conclusion that 
they’re one and the same. That the saints in general, and the two witnesses, are the same 
people; the same group. All believers. 
 
Ø Which raises the question, why only two witnesses in chapter 11? If they symbolize all 
believers, why not say in v3, “I will grant authority to all my witnesses?” Why only two? 
 
The answer, I think, is found in the two olive trees and two lampstands of v4. Metaphors 
that most likely come from Zech 4 (Olive Trees). An Old Testament prophecy that also 
refers to a lampstand and two olive trees. Pictured here in an effort to combine the two 
visions. The lampstand, representing the light of God for all to see, fueled by oil from the 
olive trees. 
 
And the olive trees themselves in Zech 4, represent two anointed ones, two witnesses, who 
represent all of God’s people. And those two witnesses, are empowered by the Holy 
Spirit. Like God says in Zech 4:6 – Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the 
LORD of hosts. God’s Spirit would fill and fuel his people, to be his light. 
 
So in Rev 11, with the same things Zechariah saw – lampstands, witnesses, and olive trees 
– I think the message is the same. That having been given the authority to witness (3), we 
too will shine like lamps in The Great Tribulation, fueled by the oil of the Spirit, his very 
presence, to speak and apply the message of God. 
 
The witnesses, trees, and lamps represent all believers, with the responsibility to shine for 
Christ, live for Christ, and speak for Christ.  
 
The question is, are you ready? 
Are you ready and willing to be a witness for God? (v1-10) 
That’s the application. The symbolism, the explanation, is good and necessary; but the 
application is most important. Can I get a witness? That’s the issue. Is anyone ready? Is 
anyone willing? 
 
Are you? Are you ready to be trampled on? Blasphemed? Canceled? Abused? Killed? 
That’s what the next verses go on to say. Are you ready for your heart to be broken over 
the situation, and the people in it? Are you willing to speak the truth even when they don’t 
want to hear it? Are you ready to stand for what’s right when most people don’t? 

Can I get a witness? That’s the call. That’s the question. And I hope your answer is yes. I 
hope you’re so passionate for God, convinced of the truth, and burdened for people that 
you can’t say no. 
 
And next week, I’m going to give you 6 ways to do it. 6 ways from these verses to be a 
witness for Christ. In the meantime, consider the question, and settle it once and for all. 
Can I get a witness? 
 
Prayer – Lord, our spirit is willing but our flesh is weak. So help us. Prepare us to suffer, 
the loss of everything if necessary, for the joy of knowing you, and loving you, and 
serving you. Compel us from the inside out, and find us faithful. Faithful to shine your 
light to the world. Oh God, shine your light. 
 
You are loved 
 


