
From Bad To Worse – Rev 8-9 
Rev 8. We’re working our way through the book of Revelation to know and prepare for 
what’s to come. Focusing right now on The Great Tribulation; chapters 6-19. A time of 
judgment just before Christ returns when things will go from bad to worse. And if you 
don’t get right with the Lord, if you don’t walk with him now, you won’t hold fast then. 
That’s the point. And we have a lot of ground to cover to get there, so let’s get at it. 
 
Rev 8:1 – When the Lamb opened the seventh seal [a process that started in chapter 6], 
there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. [2] Then I saw the seven angels who 
stand before God [another set of special angels], and seven trumpets were given to them. 
 
After a glimpse into heaven and the glory that awaits us in chapter 7, John’s vision returns 
to the seal judgments. And after a short time of silence, as heaven holds its collective 
breath . . . 
 
The trumpets announce even worse judgment (8:1-2) 
That’s what we’re going to find in these two chapters. Another round of judgment. 
Judgment for sin and rebellion that’s been building for all of history. 
 
And though all the events of Revelation aren’t chronological, I think the series of 
judgments are for the most part. From the seals to the trumpets to the bowls. Certainly 
there’s some overlap and jumping ahead, but in general they seem to follow one another. 
The trumpets don’t appear until the 7th seal, and the bowls are said to be the “last” plagues 
(15:1). Plus, there seems to be an increase in intensity from one to another. 
 
And the amazing thing is, with respect to the trumpet judgments, they’re . . . 
• Partially due to our prayers (8:3-5) 
The trumpets announce even worse judgment than the seals, partly due to our prayers. 
Reminding us that our prayers matter. They’re heard and answered. [3] And another angel 
came and stood at the altar with a golden censer, and he was given much incense to offer 
with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before the throne, [4] and the smoke 
of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel. 
 
It's not as though there’s a literal altar in heaven, or literal incense; but literal prayers. 
Described as being offered to God with furniture and items used in the Old Testament for 
such things. Furniture like an altar and a censer. John sees the angel offering our prayers 
in heaven like the priests of old used to do in the temple. Taking hot coals from the altar of 
sacrifice, outside the temple, and carrying them in a censer to the altar of incense; inside 
the temple. Where they rise to God as a pleasing aroma. 
 
And there’s a lot of them; a lot of prayer. V3 says that the angel was given much incense 
to offer with the prayers of all the saints. Because there’s going to be a lot of prayer in 
The Great Tribulation. And no wonder. Suffering evokes prayer like nothing else. Prayers 
for justice on the part of those who suffer persecution for their faith. Prayers for 
punishment of evildoers. Prayers of heartache. Prayers of heartbreak. Prayers for 
judgment. You name it. Suffering evokes prayer. 
 
And verse 5 indicates that God will answer. He not only hears, but acts. [5] Then the 
angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth, and 
there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake. 

Fire on the altar of sacrifice in the Old Testament was symbolic of God’s wrath; his wrath 
to consume the sacrifice for our sin. And here, the angel uses such fire to start the 
judgment. Symbolized by thunder, lightning, and earthquakes. He hurls the righteous 
anger of God, on the sinful ways and place of man. Partially due to our prayers. 
 
If you’ve ever prayed an imprecatory prayer, a righteous prayer of judgment like we see in 
the Psalms (Ps 83), it will be answered. If you’ve ever poured out your heart to the Lord 
because you’ve been unfairly treated for your faith, it will be answered. If you’ve ever 
been reviled or falsely accused on account of your stand for him, your prayers will be 
answered. 
 
They’re not the only reason God’s going to judge the world. His own indignation and 
holiness are primary. But when he hears the cry of our heart as we suffer for his sake, his 
righteous anger increases and judgment will follow. The day’s coming. 
 
And when it does . . . 
Disasters will strike (8:6-12) 
Disasters plural. [6] Now the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to blow 
them [as in announce the judgments and unleash them]. [7] The first angel blew his 
trumpet, and there followed hail and fire, mixed with blood, and these were thrown upon 
the earth. And a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were burned up, 
and all green grass was burned up. 
 
What the blood does, I’m not sure. Maybe it’s God’s way of saying death rained down. 
Which would fit because the loss of 1/3 of all trees and green vegetation would likely 
result in starvation and disease like never before. A disaster for sure. But not on all the 
earth; 2/3 is spared. God still shows mercy. 
 
[8] The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain, burning with 
fire, was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood [deadly; unlivable]. [9] 
A third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed. It 
seems to describe a massive volcano that levels a mountain. Bringing disaster to the sea, 
just like the land.  
 
But that’s not it. [10] The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, 
blazing like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. [11] 
The name of the star is Wormwood [or Bitterness; based on the plant of that name]. A 
third of the waters became wormwood, and many people died from the water, because it 
had been made bitter [poison]. Another disaster, probably due to a comet or large meteor. 
Somehow contaminating the fresh water supply and leading to death. 
 
And as if that’s not enough – [12] The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the 
sun was struck, and a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of their 
light might be darkened, and a third of the day might be kept from shining, and likewise a 
third of the night. Once again, how these things will happen, I don’t know. Or how long 
such darkness will last, I’m not sure. But it’s not hard to see the disaster it would be. From 
severe climate disruptions to increased crime. Not to mention depression and sleep 
disorders. It’s going to be brutal. 
 



Brutal, but limited. A third of the light will be darkened. Just like a third of the water 
supply will be poisoned, a third of the sea struck, and a third of the earth burned. Judging 
some and warning the rest. That God is serious. His judgment is real and his patience is 
thin. And if people don’t turn to him in faith and repentance, even worse is yet to come. 
 
It’s found in the very next verses. Where none other than . . . 
Demons will torment (8:13-9:12) 
From bad to worse for sure. [13] Then I looked [John says], and I heard an eagle crying 
with a loud voice as it flew directly overhead, “Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the 
earth, at the blasts of the other trumpets that the three angels are about to blow!” Woe, as 
in doom and judgment, doom and gloom. 
 
But notice, it’s only for unbelievers these next woes. Those who aren’t saved. Those who 
haven’t entrusted their life to Jesus. Because those who dwell on the earth in v13, is the 
same phrase used by the martyrs in Rev 6:10. When they ask, “How long before you will 
judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Those who killed us. 
Clearly referring to unbelievers. 
 
And the same is true of the phrase as used here. Woe to unbelievers when the next 
trumpets blow. Implying that believers are protected. Believers are safe. And praise God 
for it, because the judgments go from bad to worse in a hurry. 
 
Ø [9:1] And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, 
and he was given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit. [The pronoun “he” indicates 
that the star in this case is an angel. Endowed with the power to open the abyss; hell itself 
most likely.] [2] He opened the shaft of the bottomless pit, and from the shaft rose smoke 
like the smoke of a great furnace, and the sun and the air were darkened with the smoke 
from the shaft. Since smoke comes from fire, this is probably hell. Where God has kept 
some of the fallen angels, demons, in eternal chains under gloomy darkness [the Bible 
says] until the judgment of the great day. (Jude 6) 
 
[3] Then from the smoke came locusts on the earth, and they were given power like the 
power of scorpions of the earth. [4] They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or 
any green plant or any tree, but only those people who do not have the seal of God on 
their foreheads [only unbelievers; believers are spared, protected; explicit confirmation of 
what’s implied in 8:13 with the phrase those who dwell on the earth. 
 
[5] They were allowed to torment them [the locusts from hell are allowed to inflict agony 
on unbelievers] for five months, but not to kill them, and their torment was like the 
torment of a scorpion when it stings someone [excruciatingly painful]. [6] And in those 
days people will seek death and will not find it. They will long to die, but death will flee 
from them. It’s that bad. 
 
And at this point in the description, we might conclude that these are real insects. Insects 
that come in hordes, like locusts, and have the ability to sting like scorpions. Tormenting 
people instead of devouring vegetation; like locusts normally do. We might think that.  
 
Ø Until we read v7-11. [7] In appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle 
[they’re large and powerful]: on their heads were what looked like crowns of gold 
[conveying authority and evoking awe]; their faces were like human faces [somewhat 

normal looking], [8] their hair like women’s hair [perhaps suggesting an appeal of some 
sort], and their teeth like lions’ teeth; [Outwardly, at least from the neck up, these 
creatures look fine; normal even. But inwardly they’re ravenous, with teeth like lions; 
destructive, like horses in battle; deceptive through and through. 
 
[9] they had breastplates [these bizarre creatures] like breastplates of iron, and the noise 
of their wings was like the noise of many chariots with horses rushing into battle [they’re 
loud, numerous, and overwhelming]. [10] They have tails and stings like scorpions, and 
their power to hurt people for five months is in their tails. 
 
What’s more – [11] They have as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit. His name 
in Hebrew is Abaddon [meaning destruction], and in Greek he is called Apollyon 
[meaning one who destroys]. The leader of this horde is a destructive destroyer from the 
abyss of hell. Obviously Satan. Their leader is Satan himself. 
 
Which leads to the conclusion that the “locust-horses” are demons. Not giant insects, but 
deceptive, ravenous, battle-ready orcs. Straight from hell and powerful to harm. Invisible 
to the eye, but felt no less. They’re not helicopters as some people speculate; or flying 
motorcycles like in Stars Wars. They’re fallen angels; rebellious cherubim. Under the 
power of Satan, to do the work of Satan. In this case, inflicting pain and torment that lasts 
5 months and makes people want to die. 
 
Thank God for his protection, yes? Thank God for his seal. Because in The Great 
Tribulation demons will torment; unleashed from the very depths of hell. And that’s just 
the first woe. [12] The first woe has passed [v12]; behold, two woes are still to come. The 
first of which is equally bad. Namely, terror. 
 
In The Great Tribulation . . . 
Terror will reign (9:13-19) 
[13] Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the 
golden altar before God [the four corners of the altar of incense; more Old Testament 
imagery for God’s presence; John heard a voice, probably another angel], [14] saying to 
the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at the great 
river Euphrates. 
 
The four angels most likely referring to demons once again; we’ll see that in the following 
verses. While the Euphrates River probably represents the boundary between civil society 
and barbarianism; because that what it was in the first century. The border between peace 
and chaos; goodwill and violence. And God says release it. Release the terror. 
 
[15] So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour, the day, the month, and the 
year, were released to kill a third of mankind. [In the 4th seal judgment, it was a fourth of 
the earth that died. Here, it’s a third. And if that’s cumulative, that’s half of the world’s 
population in a few short years.] 
 
And then we get the bigger picture. It’s not just 4 demons. [16] The number of mounted 
troops [that are released] was twice ten thousand times ten thousand; I heard their 
number. That’s 200,000,000 if you do the math. But that misses the point. It’s literally two 
myriads of myriads. A number meant to exceed our wildest imagination, and strike terror 
in the hearts and minds of those who have no protector. No Savior. 



And just like the previous judgment, I think they’re demons, these mounted troops. It’s 
possible they’re soldiers, but based on the next verses I think they’re more demons. 
 
[17] And this is how I saw the horses in my vision and those who rode them: they wore 
breastplates the color of fire [orange-ish] and of sapphire [blue] and of sulfur [yellow], 
and the heads of the horses were like lions’ heads, and fire and smoke and sulfur [a rancid 
burning material] came out of their mouths. [18] By these three plagues a third of 
mankind was killed [another third], by the fire and smoke and sulfur [the 3 plagues] 
coming out of their mouths. [19] For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in 
their tails, for their tails are like serpents with heads, and by means of them they wound. 
 
Given the similarities with the description in v7-11, it’s likely that these too are demons. 
From the horses and breastplates, to the lion heads and plagues coming out of their 
mouths. Not to mention their tails with serpent heads. Snake heads. Millions and millions 
of them. Prepared for this very day. 
 
It’s a demonic throng, released on the world, with the power to kill and steal and destroy; 
just like their leader. Only they’ve been prevented from doing so for eons; storing up their 
rage and preparing to explode. And when they do, when God releases them, it’s going to 
be terrifying. At least for those who don’t know the Lord; those who reject him. 
 
Terror will reign. Following demons that torment and disasters that strike. The closest 
thing to hell on earth we’ll ever see. Literally. 
 
And what’s worse . . . 
Hearts will harden (9:20-21) 
Many will be saved as we saw last week, but many more will rebel; continuing in their sin 
and unbelief; their false belief. [20] The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these 
plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands nor give up worshiping demons and 
idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone and wood [all kinds of idolatry], which 
cannot see or hear or walk, [21] nor did they repent of their murders or their sorceries or 
their sexual immorality or their thefts.  
 
They just keep on sinning; the whole lot of them. Those who didn’t die in their unbelief 
and terror; despite their desire to. After all that, they still refuse to believe and repent. 
Even when a third of their friends and family are killed, they continue to follow the very 
demonic forces that did it. They continue in their false belief, despite the fact that it did 
them no good. They continue in blatant rebellion and rampant sin, despite the judgment. 
 
You know what that shows? It shows that their hearts have become completely hardened; 
hardened by the deceit of sin (Heb 3:13). “It’s not that bad. I can handle it. Who says it’s 
wrong?” That kind of deceit. And I have to believe they’re hardened by their hatred of 
believers as well; when they see we’re protected. And hardened by God’s decision to 
bring these judgments in the first place. 
 
Hearts will harden in the trumpet judgments. Because the power of sin to delude and 
deceive is extraordinary.  
 
So get right with the Lord and hold fast 

Don’t risk it. Put your faith and trust in Jesus right now. Confess him as Lord and follow 
him today. Because if you don’t, you’ll never hold fast. You’ll have nothing to hold fast 
to. Only a way that seems right, but ends in death. 
 
From disasters and demons to terror and unbelief, things will go from bad to worse in The 
Great Tribulation. And what you do now, makes all the difference in what you’ll 
experience then. 
 
Prayer – Lord, where would we be without your protection? Your care, and love. We need 
you, Lord. Every hour of every day, we need you. So grip our heart with these truths. 
Awaken our faith. Increase our awe. And hold fast to us, that we might hold fast to you. 
 
You are loved 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


