
No Walk In The Park (Part 2) – Rev 6:1-17 
Rev 6. Last week we returned to our study of the book of Revelation and began looking at 
the 4 horsemen of the apocalypse. 4 of the 7 seals on God’s scroll, God’s plan for The 
Great Tribulation. Each seal representing the circumstances and people he unleashes to 
judge the earth. 
 
The 7 seals represent judgments 
And God warns us about them to manage our expectations and prepare our hearts. 
Otherwise we might not hold fast. 
 
Judgment #1 – Increasing conquest (v1-2)  
Inciting nation against nation. 
Judgment #2 – Rising bloodshed (v3-4) 
From violent crime to ethnic cleansing. 
Judgement #3 – Hyper-inflation (v5-6) 
The pronouncement of high prices; whether due to scarcity or devaluation. Except for 
indulgences; the lubricants for sin. Those things will abound. 3 judgments we should 
expect in The Great Tribulation. 3 of the 4 horses of the apocalypse. 
 
Ø Which brings us to v7-8 and the 4th. 
[7] When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, 
“Come!” [8] And I looked, and behold, a pale horse! [The Greek word for pale was used 
in those days to describe the color of a dead person; a pale yellow or grayish green; not 
great.] And its rider’s name was Death, and Hades followed him [the realm of the 
unbelieving dead, hell; devouring the souls of those who die with insatiable appetite]. 
 
[8b] And they were given authority [Death and Hades were] over a fourth of the earth to 
kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth. “A 
fourth of the earth" is most likely a reference to 25% of the earth’s population. Not just 
some of the people in a quarter of the land mass. That fits best with the second judgment 
where peace is taken from the whole earth, so that people slay one another (4). The point 
being, Death and Hades will be given the authority to kill 25% of the earth’s population. 
 
Judgment #4 – Widespread death (v7-8) 
And not just by sword, but by famine, pestilence, and wild beasts as well (8). Any one of 
which is bad, but faced together it’s brutal. Pestilence, by the way, referring to death by 
disease; a pandemic. Like the Bubonic Plague in 1350. Or the Plague of Justinian in 550. 
Or the Spanish Flu in 1918. Each killing millions; tens of millions. 
 
But that’s a drop in the bucket compared to the widespread death in The Great Tribulation. 
By today’s numbers, 2 billion people. In addition to those who die of natural causes, 1 of 
every 4 people will die a gruesome death, in just a few years. Hard to imagine. 
 
But the ways in which they’re killed isn’t. Because it happened before. When God judged 
the Israelites at the start of the Babylonian Exile in 586BC. Prophesied in Ez 14:21 – 
“For thus says the Lord GOD: How much more [how much more will I judge the 
unrighteous; that’s the context] when I send upon Jerusalem my four disastrous acts of 
judgment; sword, famine, wild beasts, and pestilence, to cut off from it [from Jerusalem] 
man and beast! And it happened. 600 years before Christ. Giving us an indicator of what’s 

to come. Only this time, it’s going to be worse; far worse. The death will be worldwide, 
and kill billions. 
 
It’s the 4th horse of the apocalypse, galloping across The Great Tribulation with 
widespread death. And if we don’t expect it, if we don’t prepare ourselves to lose loved 
ones and dear ones, we might not hold fast. We might not keep our eyes on Jesus and the 
certainty of his victory; the hope of glory; the final outcome. Expect it, and hold fast. 
Judgment #4.  
 
Even worse, is . . . 
Judgment #5 – Christian martyrdom (v9-11) 
Martyrdom, as in believers being killed for their faith. Not because of famine or pestilence 
or random acts of violence, but targeted killing because of their life and testimony. V9 – 
When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain 
for the word of God and for the witness they had borne [their witness for Christ]. In The 
Great Tribulation, we won’t just be criticized and disparaged like we are now, we’ll be 
killed. For standing on the Word and living for Jesus. True. 
 
And the fact that John sees the souls of those martyred under the altar, indicates that God 
sees them as a holy sacrifice. Christian martyrdom is a holy sacrifice. Because under the 
altar is Old Testament imagery from the temple in Jerusalem. Where the blood of animal 
sacrifices would pool as they were offered and slain. It’s not as though there’s a literal 
altar in heaven, but literal souls of those who have made the ultimate sacrifice. A holy 
sacrifice that’s precious in God’s sight. 
 
Are you ready for that? Willing to give what you can’t keep anyway, to gain what you can 
never lose? (Jim Elliot) Your physical life for eternal life? You may never be required to 
pay the ultimate sacrifice, but if you’re ready and willing, you’ll hold fast through 
anything else. So decide now. Right now for the rest of your life. Because if you have 
nothing to die for, you have little to live for. 
 
Ø John continues in v10 saying – They [the souls of those who have been martyred] cried 
out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge 
and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” How long? It’s an appeal to 
God’s power and control, his sovereignty; an appeal to his justice, his holiness; and an 
appeal to his faithfulness, his true-ness. “How long God? How long ‘til justice rolls down 
like water? (Amos 5:24) How long before you punish our murderers? And those who 
didn’t protect us but could have?” 
 
Needless to say, Christian martyrdom is a difficult plight. Not just physically, but 
emotionally. Because injustice plagues and nags at the soul like no other. 
 
You’ve experienced it. You’ve seen it. But when it leads to martyrdom it’s especially true. 
Causing us great emotional angst like the Psalmist – O LORD, how long . . . shall the 
wicked exult? (Ps 94:3) “How long will you allow them to rejoice in triumph? How long 
before you judge them?” It’s a difficult plight. Physically and emotionally. 
 
Ø And contrary to what we might expect, God’s response isn’t swift action. As much as 
he loves us, it’s not immediate vengeance. V11 – Then they were each given a white robe 
[indicative of their purity and victory; and an affirmation of their perseverance and 



devotion] and told to rest a little longer. That’s God’s immediate response. Wait and trust 
me; a little more. Until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers [brothers 
and sisters in Christ] should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had 
been. 
 
It’s an indication that God has ordained a certain number of martyrs. A certain number 
of us will be killed for our faith in The Great Tribulation. A complete number. 
Demonstrating the complete depravity of the world. 
 
Short of that, he waits. And we do too. Like the Israelites of old waited for God to punish 
the Amorites until their sin was complete. Until the sin of the Amorites was full. (Gen 
15:16) 
 
Ø But that doesn’t mean all judgment awaits. Every time a Christian is martyred the world 
loses; the world suffers. Because they’re no longer around to promote righteousness and 
restrain sin. No longer around to spread the Gospel and love their neighbor. They’re one 
less light in a sea of darkness. One less star in a pitch-black sky. 
 
That’s the judgment. Not our death, but our absence. Our loss to a dying world. Our 
testimony that might have led to their salvation. Our work that might have eased their 
pain. Our influence that might have blessed their life. The judgment of Christian 
martyrdom isn’t our death, but the world’s loss. 
 
For us, dying is gain; a time of rest; a time of peace. That’s what it says. They were told 
to rest a little longer (11). No longer suffering and no longer laboring. No longer 
agonizing and no longer wondering. Just dwelling in the presence of Jesus face to face. 
For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we 
live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. (Romans 14:7–8) 
 
And that, makes it worth it. Between the rest and the company, the affirmation and 
victory, Christian martyrdom is worth it. In fact, Jesus alone is worth it; because of who 
he is and what he’s done; how he lived and why he died. He’s worthy of our life and he’s 
worthy of our death; both. Worthy of our love and worthy of our sacrifice. Literally if 
necessary. 
 
Ø There’s a song by Andrew Peterson that captures so much of this so well, it’s been on 
my mind all week. It’s called Is He Worthy? Asking and answering a series of questions 
with such a poignant melody you can’t get it out of your head. 
 
Do you feel the world is broken? We do. 
Do you feel the shadows deepen? We do. 
But do you know that all the dark won’t stop the light from getting through? We do. 
Is anyone worthy, it continues. Is anyone whole? Is any able to break the seal and open the 
scroll? Is he worthy? Is he worthy of this? Martyrdom, loss, waiting? He is. 
 
Christian martyrdom is worth it because Jesus is worth it; martyred in his own right. And 
to be like him in his death, is the furthest thing from judgment. The judgment is for those 
who remain; their loss and depravity. 
 
That brings us to v12-17 and . . . 

Judgment #6 – The Wrath of God (v12-17) 
The worst judgment of all. V12 – When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, 
there was a great earthquake, and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon 
became like blood, [13] and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its 
winter fruit when shaken by a gale. [14] The sky vanished like a scroll that is being rolled 
up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 
 
[15] Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the 
powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks 
of the mountains, [16] calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from 
the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, [17] for the 
great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” Who can bear it? 
 
The wrath of God is his righteous anger and holy response to man’s unrepentant sin and 
rebellion. And it’s not something to be trifled with. (Zeph 1:14-18) Look at how the 
prophet Zephaniah describes it. 
 
[14] The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast . . . [15] A day of wrath 
is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness 
and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, [16] a day of trumpet blast and battle cry . 
. . [17] I will bring distress on mankind, so that they shall walk like the blind, because 
they have sinned against the LORD; their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their 
flesh like dung [as if they have no value]. [18] Neither their silver nor their gold shall be 
able to deliver them on the day of the wrath of the LORD. 
 
You don’t want to be on the wrong side of that. And you don’t have to be. Followers of 
Christ are not destined for wrath the Bible says (1 Thess 5:9). God will protect. And part 
of that protection is due to the timing of this judgment. 
 
It comes . . . 
• At the end of The Great Tribulation 
These verses are one of the first indicators in Revelation, that what John sees isn’t always 
chronological. Because what he describes here sounds a lot like the end of things. What’s 
left after everyone flees to the mountains and wants to die? 
 
Plus, it’s the very way Jesus described the end of The Great Tribulation. Mark 13:24-27. 
[24] “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 
give its light, [25] and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens 
will be shaken. [Sound familiar?] [26] And then they will see the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power and glory. [27] And then he will send out the angels and gather 
his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 
The outpouring of God’s wrath comes just before the return of Christ. Sparing those who 
believe, but judging those who don’t. 
 
And it’s a judgment that will be . . . 
• Characterized by great upheaval 
The wrath of God will be characterized by great upheaval. From a darkened sun and faint 
moon, to falling stars, a vanishing sky, and displaced mountains. And while it’s possible 



that the events described in v12-14 are literal, I don’t think it’s probable. Especially given 
the life-ending and world-ending nature of such things, with the Millennium yet to come. 
 
More likely, is that the vision describes meteors. And volcanic ash that often goes hand in 
hand with earthquakes, and blocks the sun and moon. Billowing upward and giving the 
impression that the sky is rolling up. And the movement of mountains and islands would 
coincide with a great earthquake as well. It’s even possible that the mountains refer to 
seats of power, like in the Old Testament, and the islands as places of refuge. We just 
can’t be sure. 
 
What we can be sure of, is that God’s wrath near the end of The Great Tribulation will be 
characterized by great upheaval, such that no one is safe and there’s nowhere to hide. 
 
Which is why it will also be . . . 
• Characterized by great fear 
Great upheaval and great fear. And no one’s exempt. Look at v15. Every level of society 
will try to hide. Kings, leaders, generals; the rich and powerful; slaves and free; you name 
it. Everyone subject to God’s wrath by virtue of their unrepentant sin and rebellion, will 
want to die rather than face the Lord. Calling to the mountains and rocks [v16], “Fall on 
us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb. 
 
That's great fear. And rightfully so. Because apart from Jesus, there’s no hope. Only 
judgment. Seal #6. 
 
And then last, is . . . 
Judgment #7 – More judgment (Rev 8:1-2) 
And to see it, you need to flip a page to Rev 8. Rev 7 is an interlude of sorts, where John 
sees some amazing things. And then, he returns to the scroll and 7th seal in 8:1 – When the 
Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. [2] 
Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to 
them. And we find in v6 that those trumpets are another series of judgments. So the 7th 
seal, the 7th judgment, is more judgment.  
 
But not before a half hour of silence. When all of heaven holds its breath for what’s to 
come. “What will it be? The end of the end, or more wrath? Relief, or more judgment?” 
 
Judgment. For which we need to once again, hold fast. And should. Because Jesus is 
coming. The glory of God awaits. Eternal rest is ours. 
 
Is all creation groaning? It is. But does Jesus hold us secure? He does. And is he worthy of 
our worship? Worthy of all this? Worthy of our faith, and life, and death? 
 
He is. Let’s stand and sing. (Is He Worthy?) 
 
You are loved 


