
No Walk In The Park (Part 1) – Rev 6:1-17 
If you’re new to our church, welcome. We’re glad you’re here. My name is Rob Willey, I 
serve as the Senior Pastor here at Coram Deo, and after a few weeks away it’s good to be 
back. For those of you traveling and joining us via livestream, I trust this is a little taste of 
home like it was for Becky and me. 
 
I preached in Kansas City the first week away, and from there we spent a few weeks in 
Colorado; including a family reunion. We also managed to squeeze in some trips to see 
our grandkids, and then tried to recover for a few days at home. All that to say, I’m super 
thankful for the time away, and thankful to be back. 
 
I’m also grateful for those who preached in my place and hope the Lord spoke to you in 
those sermons like he did me. After attending some other churches, there’s no place like 
home and no one like you. I missed you. 
 
I also missed some of the ministry that went on. What a report. From QC Plunge and  
High 5, to summer camp, summer interns, and Engage Global. I’m so proud of our staff 
and I’m so proud of you. For all the work of ministry this summer, all the discipleship, 
and all the impact. God bless you for that. I trust your heart is full like mine. 
 
Membership Weekend 
That said, it’s Membership Weekend, and I want to take a few minutes to recognize those 
who are joining our church. 30 people in all. Each one expressing their commitment to 
God’s work of ministry and God’s people, right here at Coram Deo. (Names) If that’s 
you, if you’re on this list, would you stand and remain standing? 
 
Membership is a public expression of a personal commitment. A commitment to belong 
together in mutual partnership, work together for mutual goals, and stick together in 
mutual love. It also reflects a desire and commitment to place yourself under the guidance 
and care of those who lead. The elders and pastors entrusted with keeping watch over your 
souls. 
 
We’ve chosen to express all that with 5 Statements. Covering everything from salvation 
and discipleship, to serving, loving one another, and tithing; the last one. 

1. I have, by God’s grace, become a follower of Jesus Christ, and I have been baptized 
as a visible way of demonstrating that commitment. 
2. I will, with God’s help, seek to maintain my consistent disciplines of prayer, Bible 
study, quietness with God, and worship attendance. 
3. I will, with God’s direction, pursue an active role in building up the body of Christ at 
Coram Deo Bible Church through service and ministry. 
4. I will, with God’s strength, earnestly love my brothers and sisters in Christ both in 
word and deed; and will, when personally offended, speak lovingly and directly with 
those involved. 
5. I will, with God’s provision, financially support the ministries of Coram Deo Bible 
Church by faithfully giving back to the Lord a biblical portion of my increase. 

Important commitments, and commendable. 
 
God bless you for that. God bless you for joining our church. (Welcome) On behalf of the 
elders and current members, welcome to membership at Coram Deo Bible Church. We 
look forward to many years of faithful, fruitful partnership; and praise God for you. 

Ø Rev 6. (Title) We’re in the middle of a study of the book of Revelation under the theme 
of hold fast. And so far we’ve covered a bunch; including an End Times Overview from 
other passages in the Bible. Which brings us to chapter 6. 
 
But before we get to it, I want to remind you of a few things. 
A Few Reminders 
Three of them. The first is the outline. 
• Remember the outline. 
Written by the Apostle John around 95AD . . . 

Ch 1-3 – Letters to Churches 
Ch 4-5 – Worship in Heaven 
Ch 6-19 – The Great Tribulation 
Ch 20 – Millennium and Judgment 
Ch 21-22 – Eternal State 
The new heavens and new earth, on which we will dwell with God forever and ever. 

If you can remember that, you’ll go a long way toward understanding this book. 
 
Second . . . 
• Remember the timeline. 
It’s called Classical Premillennialism, and though it’s not the only view of the end times, 
it was the predominant view of the early church and it’s true to the Scriptures. (Timeline) 
 
The church age is now, and ends when Jesus returns at the end of The Great Tribulation. 
Rapturing the church up and immediately proceeding with us back down. At which point 
Jesus will defeat the forces of evil at the Battle of Armageddon, throw the Anti-Christ and 
False Prophet in the Lake of Fire, bind Satan, and begin his millennial reign. 
 
Then, at the end of the Millennium, a thousand years later, Satan will be released for a 
little while to deceive and gather the nations for a final battle. Resulting in his banishment 
to the Lake of Fire. Followed by the Great White Throne Judgment where unbelievers are 
also condemned to the Lake of Fire, while believers are ushered into the New Heavens 
and New Earth. Dwelling with God for all eternity.  
 
That’s called Classical or Historical Premillennialism. Or more technically, Post-
tribulational Pre-millennialism. Remember that and it will help you keep things straight. 
 
And third . . . 
• Remember the pitfalls. 
The pitfalls of studying Revelation. 
 
The first is obsessing on details. If you obsess on the details, you’ll not only find or 
invent some ridiculous interpretations, you might miss the point. Don’t get distracted from 
the message by obsessing on the minutiae. The message that evil abounds, suffering is 
certain, God is sovereign, Jesus is coming, and victory awaits. 
 
Second, remember the pitfall of obsessing on dates. So many people have wrongly 
predicted the timing of Christ’s return that entire books have been written on the subject. 
It’s ridiculous. Especially so because Jesus himself said that no one knows (Mt 25:42). 
 



Third, is obsessing on current events; trying to match what you see in Revelation with 
what you see in the world. We can see examples of what’s to come; for sure. But 
constantly citing current events as fulfillments of your view, or trying to predict a 
particular event, is foolish. Once again, people have been doing it for centuries with more 
mud on their face than a day at the spa. Just last month I heard a self-appointed guru say 
that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is somehow the pre-cursor to Gog and Magog in Rev 
20. Stop. (Summary) 
 
If you want to get the most out of Revelation, if you want to hold fast should The Great 
Tribulation begin in our lifetime – remember the outline, remember the timeline, and 
avoid the pitfalls. A few reminders. 
 
Ø With that in mind take a look at Rev 6:1; the start of The Great Tribulation. (Outline) 
[1] Now I watched [John says] when the Lamb [Jesus] opened one of the seven seals [the 
seals on the scroll from God in chapter 5, containing his plan for the end of time; when 
Jesus opens a seal he’s revealing and implementing God’s plan for the end], and I heard 
one of the four living creatures [one of the special angels around the throne of God, from 
chapter 4] say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” [2] And I looked, and behold, a white 
horse! And its rider had a bow [like a bow and arrow; symbolizing power], and a crown 
was given to him [symbolizing authority and victory], and he came out conquering, and to 
conquer. A conqueror bent on conquering. 
 
If you’ve ever heard of The 4 Horsemen of the Apocalypse, this is where it comes from. 
V1-8. Depicted here in an 1887 painting by Viktor Vasnetsov. The white horse, red horse, 
black horse, and pale horse. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Four_Horsemen_of_the_Apocalypse_(painting)#/media/Fil
e:Apocalypse_vasnetsov.jpg)  
 
But as I’ve said many times, apocalyptic imagery is not meant to paint a picture, but 
provide a description. In this case, a description of the natural and manmade powers that 
are endowed with the ability and authority to carry out the judgment. That’s what the 
horses and riders symbolize; the people and powers that are unleashed to wreak havoc. 
 
And that havoc, that judgment, is depicted as 7 seals. In other words, the 7 seals of 
Revelation 6, are 7 judgments in The Great Tribulation. 
 
The 7 seals represent judgments 
The Great Tribulation will include various judgments poured out on all creation, all 
people. And God warns us about them to manage our expectations and prepare our hearts. 
Otherwise we might not hold fast. We might wonder whether God is still in control and 
throw in the towel. We might wonder whether Jesus is really coming back. That’s the 
point. The seals represent judgments, to warn us and prepare us to hold fast. 
 
And . . . 
Judgment #1 – Increasing conquest (v1-2)  
That’s what Jesus reveals and sets in motion when he opens the first seal in v1-2. 
Increasing conquest. Because that’s the idea of a white horse with a crowned rider 
carrying a bow. John even tells us. V2b – He came out conquering, and to conquer (2). 
 

The Great Tribulation will start with increasing conquest. Especially between nations; and 
people groups. And we don’t have to speculate about what it will look like, because it’s 
been happening since the dawn of time, and continues to this day. 
 
Look no further than Russia invading Ukraine. To conquer another nation and add to its 
territory. Or how about China threatening Taiwan? Iraq invading Kuwait? North Korea, 
South Korea? WWI and WWII? And that’s just the short list. 
 
Here's the long one. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lists_of_wars_in_the_20th_century) 
Pretty overwhelming isn’t it?***** And that’s just the conquests of the last hundred 
years. I don’t think we’d have time for the last thousand; or two thousand. 
 
The pursuit of conquest between nations has a long and sordid history. Which is why 
some people think that a few of these seals have already been opened. Part of the birth 
pains that precede The Great Tribulation as Jesus said (Mt 24:8). Maybe so. 
 
But given the context of the other judgments, and Revelation as a whole, I think the point 
of these verses, is that as bad as it’s been, it’s going to get worse. Conquest will increase 
in The Great Tribulation; greatly so. And if you fail to expect it, along with the other 
judgments, you might fail to endure it. You might fail to hold fast. Because unmanaged 
expectations will kill you. 
 
Judgment #2 – Rising bloodshed (v3-4) 
[3] When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” [4] 
And out came another horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted to take peace from the 
earth, so that people should slay one another, and he was given a great sword. A great 
sword symbolizing the ability and power to shed much blood. Reinforced by the bright red 
color of the horse. 
 
Notice here that the whole world is subject to this judgment; the earth (4). “Peace on earth 
goodwill toward men” will be a distant memory. And what’s worse, the bloodshed will be 
violent and murderous. That’s the connotation of the word slay in v4. Instead of the usual 
word for death in battle, as bad as that is, slay means to slaughter, murder violently; 
without cause or restraint. The second judgment of The Great Tribulation will unleash 
bloodshed that violates our sensibilities and robs us of peace. (Zech 14:13) 
 
I think it’s the very thing Zechariah foreshadowed in the Old Testament. Saying – On that 
day [the day of judgment] a great panic from the LORD shall fall on them, so that each 
will seize the hand of another, and the hand of the one will be raised against the hand of 
the other. In other words, the rising bloodshed won’t just come from armies, but 
individuals.***** 
 
Ø And that too isn’t hard to imagine. Look at the news. Right here in Maquoketa a young 
man not only shot another family, but stabbed and strangled them; without cause or 
restraint. 
 
Even worse are the genocides of our time. Like Rwanda, 1994. When the Hutu’s tried to 
slay the Tutsi’s; exterminate them. Resulting in 600,000 people killed; in just 100 days; 
many of them by machete. 
 



I had a friend at the time who worked for the crisis response team of the National 
Association of Evangelicals. And after flying there within weeks of the fighting to see 
how the church could help, he was at a loss. The bloodshed was unlike anything he had 
ever seen. Including that infamous scene where there were so many bodies floating in the 
river you couldn’t see the water. He told me that he literally could have walked across the 
river without getting wet. 
 
And that’s just one genocide. I counted 38 others just in the last 250 years. From the 
Cambodians in 1975, to the Jews in WWII, to the Armenians in WWI. And the seal hasn’t 
even been opened. God help us. Literally. 
 
From violent crime to ethnic cleansing, The Great Tribulation will include rising 
bloodshed. No walk in the park for sure. 
 
And then last this morning, is . . . 
Judgement #3 – Hyper-inflation (v5-6) 
The Great Tribulation will include hyperinflation. V5-6 – When he opened the third seal, I 
heard the third living creature say, “Come!” And I looked, and behold, a black horse! 
[Probably indicating scarcity and doom as we’ll see.] And its rider had a pair of scales in 
his hand [symbolizing commerce; buying and selling]. [6] And I heard what seemed to be 
a voice in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, 
and three quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil and wine!” It’s a 
pronouncement from the throne of God, of how it will be in The Great Tribulation. 
 
And at first glance it doesn’t seem like that big of a deal. But on closer inspection, it’s a 
problem. 2 of them in fact. 
 
Ø The first, is the cost of the wheat and barley; first century examples familiar to every 
person alive. A quart of wheat at that time could feed one person for one day. Not much. 
While three quarts of barley could feed 3, but with far less nutrition. And both, according 
to the judgment, can be purchased for a denarius. Which is lost on us, but would have 
been outrageous to them. Because a denarius was equal to a full day’s wage. And that, 
was 10-12 times the normal cost. That would be like a bag of flour costing $100. Can you 
imagine? 
 
It’s called hyperinflation. When the price of goods and services rapidly increase due to 
scarcity or the devaluation of the currency. Like the scarcity of food during a drought or 
war; prices go up. Or the scarcity of products during a shutdown, or supply chain crisis. If 
the scarcity isn’t resolved, it can lead to hyperinflation. 
 
More common however, is hyperinflation due to devaluation; the devaluation of a 
country’s currency when governments overspend. Doling out more than they take in, 
borrowing to cover the difference, and then printing more money to pay for it all. The very 
thing we’re doing these days. And just like the other judgments, it’s not hard to see how it 
could get out of control and devastate a population; an economic judgment. 
 
When Becky and I were newly married, we knew a woman who experienced it firsthand. 
She was a missionary kid in Argentina in the late 80’s, and tells the story of inflation 
getting so bad after the Falklands War, that each member of her family had to carry a 
garbage bag of the Argentine currency to the airport, in order to fly home for furlough. 

The country had borrowed so much to fight the war, and had so few people paying taxes, 
they couldn’t pay their debts. So they printed more money and experienced hyperinflation 
that crippled the economy. 
 
The worst example I’ve ever heard of is the nation of Hungary post WWII. In July of 
1946, having printed more and more of their currency, the value plummeted. Leading to 
an inflation rate of 13,600,000,000,000,000%. That means the prices of everything in their 
economy doubled every 16 hours. The currency literally became less valuable than the 
paper it was printed on; no matter how many zeroes they added. And it led to widespread 
poverty and starvation. 
 
I don’t know how bad hyperinflation will get in The Great Tribulation, but it’s not hard to 
see how it could happen. And that’s only part of the story; part of the problem. 
 
Ø  The other part is the oil and wine. V6b – “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three 
quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil and wine!” In other words, 
everything will be scarce except for indulgences; luxuries; the lubricants for sin. Those 
things will abound. 
 
And it would have struck very close to home for the first century churches in Asia Minor. 
Remember Domitian? The Roman Emperor when John wrote this book? In 92AD, a few 
years before John recorded this, Domitian tried to cut half of the vineyards down in some 
parts of the Roman Empire, to plant more wheat and offset a famine. Sounds wise. 
 
But the people revolted. As ruthless as he was, they weren’t about to give up their oil and 
wine; their luxuries and indulgences. Food, so be it. Not sin. 
 
Which of course is a judgment in and of itself; to increase the availability of things that 
lead to sin. Things that tempt and enslave; corrupt and addict. And when you combine it 
with hyperinflation, it’s a concoction of great tribulation. (Summary) 
 
Ø 3 judgments. 3 of the 4 horses of the apocalypse. (Photo) And if we don’t expect them, 
if we don’t prepare our hearts for such a time, we might not hold fast. Jesus said it for 
good reason. Hold fast. (Rev 2:25) 
 
And for good reason, we can. Because one of the things this painting got right, is the 
Lamb at the top. Fully in control, and sovereign over all. Including the judgments of great 
tribulation. Hold fast. 
 
Prayer – Lord, you indeed are sovereign. Over us, over the world, and even over The 
Great Tribulation. We trust you. You’re the God who never fails, and the one who’s 
working all things out. So solidify our convictions with these truths, and prepare us for 
what’s to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Close 
Talk – If you’d like to talk or pray with someone . . . 
If you’d like to connect with one of our elders/deacons . . . 
Guest Central – If you’re new to our church, don’t forget about Guest Central. 
 
Grant Ellingson – Last weekend serving as an intern. His third summer with us. Grew up 
in our church, and grew in his abilities as a worship leader. Needs to finish college; one 
semester; then into ministry Lord willing. Thank you for all you’ve done, and especially 
your heart and attitude in doing it. 
 
New Member Recognition – If you’re one of the new members this weekend, would you 
join me down front? 
 
Gal 2:9 says that after the apostles scrutinized the life and message of Paul and Barnabas, 
they gave them the right hand of fellowship. In other words, they confirmed their 
acceptance and inclusion with a handshake. 
 
So, having scrutinized your life and testimony, we want to do the same. Which is why I’ve 
asked the elders and deacons to join me, along with their wives. We want to extend the 
right hand of fellowship to you, on behalf of our church. 
 
And want you to know, from all of us to all of you, you are loved. (Shake hands) 
 


