
End Times Overview (Part 4) – 1&2 Thess 
1 Thess 5:1-6. (Title) It’s one of several Scriptures we’re going to look at, as we continue 
our end times overview, focusing on The Great Tribulation. (Timeline) That time of 
judgment and difficulty just before the return of Christ and the start of the Millennium. 
(https://coramdeobible.church/current-issues/) 
 
The Great Tribulation 
Thus far, we’ve found that we should . . . 
Expect great suffering (v1-22) 
Expect great deception (v23-28) 
Expect it to last (Daniel 9:24-27) 
Probably 7 years. And . . . 
 
Expect to go through it (Mt 24:21-22, 29-31) 
For a whole bunch of biblical . . . 
Reasons 
1. Jesus comes for us at the end of it. (Mt 24:29) 
Immediately after the tribulation of those days the Bible says. It’s explicit. 
2. It will be cut short for our sake. (Mt 24:22) 
Implying we’ll be in it. 
3. We’re called to endure for a reason. (Mt 24:13) 
4. Matthew 24 applies to all believers. (Mt 24:22,31) 
5. God’s promise of protection implies we’ll be in it. (Rev 3:10) 
Otherwise, why would we need it? 5 reasons to expect to go through The Great 
Tribulation.  
 
But that’s not it, and I’d be remiss if I didn’t give you the other 5. Starting with this: 
6. We’re called to stay alert for a reason. (1 Thess 5:1-6) 
Similar to #3 and God’s call to endure for a reason. 1 Thess 5:1. After just talking about 
the coming of the Lord, Paul says in v1 – Now concerning the times and the seasons, 
brothers, you have no need to have anything written to you. [2] For you yourselves are 
fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
 
The “day of the Lord” refers to the time of Christ’s return, when he gathers us to himself 
and ushers in the Millennium. And when that time comes, it’s going to come suddenly, 
Paul says. 
 
[3] While people are saying [v3], “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction 
will come upon them [tribulation] as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they 
will not escape. [4] But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like 
a thief. [5] For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or 
of the darkness. [We’re neither evil nor blind.] [6] So then let us not sleep, as others do, 
but let us keep awake and be sober. (ESV) Let us stay alert and be vigilant. 
 
Why? So we’re not caught off guard by the destruction of the Tribulation and the return of 
Christ. Implying that we’ll be there. Otherwise, why do we need to stay alert? 
 
7. The Day of the Lord comes after The Great Tribulation. (2 Thess 2:1-4) 
It’s clear in 1 Thess 5, and even more so in 2 Thess 2. 
 

2 Thess 2:1-4 – [1] Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being 
gathered together to him, we ask you, brothers, [2] not to be quickly shaken in mind or 
alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the 
effect that the day of the Lord has come. [3] Let no one deceive you in any way. For that 
day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, 
the son of destruction [who John calls the antichrist, the beast], [4] who opposes and 
exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in 
the temple of God [the church], proclaiming himself to be God. 
 
The events of v3-4 are The Great Tribulation. Including great rebellion, great lawlessness, 
and the arrival of the great deceiver; the son of destruction. Those things happen first; 
before the day of the Lord; before we are gathered to him. Which means, we should 
expect to go through them. Through The Great Tribulation. 
 
Now, at this point, you might be thinking, “What about the rapture? Sure Jesus returns at 
the end of The Great Tribulation, but doesn’t the rapture occur at the beginning?” No. It 
can’t. Because that would prevent us from going through The Great Tribulation as we’ve 
seen. Plus, that’s not what the Bible says. 
 
8. The rapture and Christ’s return happen at the same time. (1 Thess 4:15-18) 
Reason #8. They’re not separated by 7 years, or even 3 ½ years, with the rapture at the 
front end of The Great Tribulation and Christ’s return at the back. 1 Thess 4. 
 
1 Thess 4:15-18. After assuring us that the dead in Christ will be resurrected, Paul tells us 
how. [15] For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who 
are left until the coming of the Lord [implying that we’ll be here], will not precede those 
who have fallen asleep [died]. [16] For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a 
cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God 
[nothing quiet or secret about it]. And the dead in Christ will rise first. [17] Then we who 
are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. [18] Therefore encourage one another 
with these words. 
 
The rapture and Christ’s return happen at the same time, because of the meaning of the 
word meet in v17. We will be caught up together to meet the Lord in the air. In Greek, the 
word is “apantesin.” Regularly used in extra-biblical literature at the time, to describe a 
welcoming party that goes outside the city gates to meet an honored guest or royal 
dignitary, and then immediately escort him back to town. The word we translate as meet, 
means “leave to meet, and immediately return with.” 
 
But it’s not just extrabiblical Greek that indicates such a meaning. That’s exactly how the 
word is used in its two other New Testament occurrences. When the wise bridesmaids in 
Mt 25:6 meet the bridegroom and escort him back to his home. And when the believers 
from Rome in Acts 28:15 travel south to meet up with Paul, and escort him back to the 
city. 
 
All of which means that the rapture of believers and the second coming of Christ are one 
event. They happen at the same time, at the end of The Great Tribulation. 
 



Ø Now, you might be wondering, if that’s so clear why do some people believe and teach 
that the rapture and coming of Christ are separate. And therefore the church won’t go 
through The Great Tribulation. 
 
It comes down to the belief that Old Testament promises to ethnic Israelites, Jews, must 
be fulfilled to Jews. A belief called Dispensationalism, first advocated by a guy named 
John Nelson Darby in 1830. If the Bible says that someone from David’s lineage will sit 
on his throne, it has to be a literal throne, in a literal temple, ruling literal Jews, in the 
literal land between the Euphrates and the Nile. No more and no less. So the church has to 
be removed from the scene in order to bring that about. 
 
But such an interpretive principle is contrary to some of the most foundational prophecies 
and promises ever made in the Bible. Like God’s promise to bless Abraham and make of 
him a great nation in Gen 12. It was a promise and prophecy initially made to Jews, but 
now applies to those of faith; faith in Jesus. And only those of faith in Jesus. Not all who 
are descended from Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because 
they are his offspring; Rom 9:6. It is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham; Gal 3:7. 
The promise first made to Abraham now applies to those who put their faith in Jesus; Jews 
and Gentiles. Fulfilled very differently than how it was first conveyed.  
 
Or how about the promise of a new covenant in Jer 31? The guarantee of our salvation that 
we’re going to celebrate in Communion. It was originally made with the house of Israel 
and house of Judah (Jer 31:31-34). That’s what it says. Explicitly. But now it applies to 
those in Christ. And only those in Christ. Ethnicity has nothing to do with it (Rom 2:29; 
3:23-25). Very different than how it was first conveyed.  
 
But such a possibility regarding the end times, is not embraced by those who believe and 
teach a pre-tribulational rapture. In their minds, the church has to be removed from the 
scene, so God can deal with the Jews and the Jews alone. Based on the notion that Old 
Testament promises have to be fulfilled in Old Testament ways. Except the Bible is full of 
examples to the contrary, and reasons to the contrary. 
 
Which bring us to #9; the timing of our relief from persecution. 
9. Relief is granted when Christ returns. (2 Thess 1:5-8) 
Relief for the persecuted church is granted when Jesus returns. Not before. 2 Thess 1. 
 
2 Thess 1:5-8 – [5] This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be 
considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering [in addition to 
Paul and his companions]—[6] since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction 
those who afflict you, [7] and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, 
when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels [8] in flaming fire, 
inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus. (2 Thess 1:5-8) 
 
I know you’re suffering persecution Paul says, but God will make things right. When? 
When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven, v7. When he comes with his angels to 
avenge the wrongs of those who don’t believe. 
 

Relief from our suffering in life doesn’t happen sometime before Christ’s return, at a 
separate rapture; but at his return. His return in power and glory. Indicating that we will be 
present during The Great Tribulation. 
 
And last, the 10th reason to expect to go through The Great Tribulation: 
10. The book of Revelation shows it. 
The entire book of Revelation shows it. First, because it’s written to existing churches. 
Churches just like ours. Having received it from directly from the Apostle John, would 
they have thought it doesn’t apply to them for some reason? Or that they were exempt 
from everything after chapter 3? Of course not. 
 
What’s more, several verses in Revelation show that we will go through The Great 
Tribulation. Like Rev 6:11. Speaking of the martyrs in heaven during The Great 
Tribulation, it says: They were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, 
until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were 
to be killed as they themselves had been. Some of us will die in The Great Tribulation; for 
our faith. Indicating that the church will be there. 
 
Or how about Rev 7:9, where John sees in heaven a great multitude that no one could 
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne? Obviously the church. And after asking who they are and where they came from, 
one of the elders in heaven says in v14 – These are the ones coming out of the great 
tribulation. Implying that the church is in it. And Rev 20:4 shows the same. 
 
But Rev 22:16 seals it. Where Jesus says to John at the end of the book – “I, Jesus, have 
sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches.” The book of 
Revelation is for us. To prepare us and warn us and encourage us to hold fast. 
 
Ø But some people say, wait a minute. The “these things” Jesus is talking about, doesn’t 
refer to the whole book, but only chapters 20-22. Because, they say, the word church isn’t 
mentioned after chapter three. Therefore, chapters 6-19, describing The Great Tribulation, 
don’t apply to us. That’s what those who believe in a pre-tribulational rapture believe. 
And have to believe. Otherwise, the book of Revelation refutes their view. 
 
Plus, if the absence of the word church means a book of the Bible doesn’t apply to us, 
then neither do Mark, Luke, and John. Because they too don’t include the word church. 
Nor do 2 Timothy, Titus, Hebrews, 1&2 John, or Jude.  

 
John may not use the word church in chapters 4-21, but he certainly uses words like 
servants and saints. And clearly, God’s servants and saints are the church. Especially 
when our multi-ethnic composition is emphasized. So the book of Revelation applies to 
everyone, and shows that the church will go through The Great Tribulation. 
 
10 reasons. And if you’re thinking I must have left out some of the verses that say 
otherwise, I didn’t. Nowhere does the Bible say that the church will be taken out of the 
world before The Great Tribulation. Nowhere. Some people infer it. But nowhere is it 
explicit or even implied. The clearest scriptures, pertaining to the end times, indicate a 
post-Tribulational return of Christ, and that we should expect to go through it. 
 
And finally, regarding the most precious expectation of all . . . 



Expect great protection (Rev 3:10) 
When it comes to The Great Tribulation, expect great suffering, expect great deception, 
expect it to last, expect to go through it, and expect great protection. God’s protection. 
 
Does that mean we won’t suffer? Not at all. We just saw in 2 Thess 1 that indeed we will 
suffer. And in Rev 6 that some of us will be martyred; killed for our faith. And we’ll see 
later on that avoiding some of the hardship will be impossible. It’s too comprehensive. 
Like worldwide darkness (Rev 6:12). 
 
But we will be spared . . . 
• From God’s wrath 
Expect great protection from God’s wrath. His direct judgment of unbelievers, and those 
who oppose him. That’s God’s wrath. Like it says in Rev 14:9-10 – If anyone worships 
the beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, he also will 
drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger (9b-10a). 
Implying that those who don’t have the mark will be protected. 
 
Same for the Battle of Armageddon at the end of The Great Tribulation.***** Where 
Jesus will strike down the nations it says, and tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath 
of God the Almighty (Rev 19:15). It’s righteous anger, long overdue, toward those who 
reject him. But we can expect great protection. For God has not destined us for wrath the 
Bible says (1 Thess 5:9). Now or later. Praise the Lord. 
 
What’s more, we can expect great protection . . . 
• From all spiritual harm 
Without fail. They can kill the body but not the soul, Jesus said (Mt 10:28). And no one 
can snatch us out of his hand (Jn 10:29). Or separate us from God (Rom 8:38-39). We can 
always expect Jesus to save and keep us; deliver us safely home. We can always expect 
great protection from spiritual harm. Just like now. 
 
And last, we can even expect great protection . . . 
• From some physical harm 
Not all, but some. Like the promise of Jesus in Rev 3:10 – I will keep you [protect you] 
from the hour of trial. Certainly that’s spiritual protection, and sometimes it’s physical.  
 
Like we see in Rev 7:3. Where an angel says – Do not harm the earth or the sea or the 
trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads. A symbol of 
protection. Implying that believers will be protected from some of the natural disasters in 
The Great Tribulation. And Rev 9:4 indicates the same. Where locusts, real or demonic, 
are allowed to harm only those people who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 
Those who do can expect great protection. 
 
Same for Rev 16:2 from the opposite perspective. Harmful and painful sores came upon 
the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image (2b). Implying that 
those who don’t bear the mark are protected. 
 
And finally, Rev 18:4 describes John hearing a voice from heaven saying – Come out of 
her, my people [out of Babylon; out of the worldwide culture of sexual immorality and 
opulent pleasure] . . . lest you share in her plagues. Once again implying great protection 
from physical harm. 

Over and over again the book of Revelation indicates that we can expect great protection 
in The Great Tribulation. Either by enabling us to persevere and live, or allowing us to die 
and go to heaven. Either way, we need not fear. Either way, we must hold fast. Hold fast, 
Jesus said, until I come. 
 
Prayer – Lord, for that we eagerly wait. Your return. We wait and we trust. We trust your 
plan, we trust your way, and we certainly trust your protection. So prepare our hearts and 
increase our faith. For your glory. We pray in Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
You are loved 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


