
End Times Overview (Part 3) – Daniel 9:24-27 
Daniel 9:24-27. (Title) We’re in the middle of an end times overview as we work our way 
through the book of Revelation. An overview from some other passages, that provide a 
framework and timeline. You can download it on our website under Current Issues. 
(https://coramdeobible.church/current-issues/) 
 
Last week, we began looking at one part of that timeline in Mt 24. 
The Great Tribulation 
That period of judgment just before Christ returns. And found that we should . . . 
Expect great suffering (v1-22) 
Wars, famines, lawlessness, you name it. 
• Especially when abomination enters the church 
Referring to the outrageous disgrace of God in places of worship. Suffering . . 
• Beyond anything we’ve ever known 
 
Second, was deception. 
Expect great deception (v23-28) 
From false teachers to false followers. Expect it . . . 
• Just like now 
• But don’t buy it. Don’t believe it. Don’t embrace it. That was last week. 
 
This week, the next expectation is the duration of The Great Tribulation. 
Expect it to last (Daniel 9:24-27) 
Because once again, if you fail to manage your expectations, you’ll probably fail to 
persevere. Forsaking your faith and bringing shame to the Name. 
 
The question, is how long? How long should we expect The Great Tribulation to last? The 
answer, is probably 7 years. That’s what we’re going to see here in Dan 9, and that’s the 
indication in Revelation as we connect the two. 
 
But even then, the numbers could be purely symbolic. Seven, representing a time that’s 
not too long and not too short. Not too long in order to spare us all from death, and not too 
short in order to accomplish God’s purposes. But given the other numbers here in Dan 9, 
and what we know of history, it’s probably 7 years. Let me see if I can show you. 
 
And before I do, let me say that this is one of the most difficult texts in all the Bible to 
understand, and there are almost as many interpretations of this passage as there are 
people willing to study it. It’s a hard one. And for that reason I hold loosely to what I’m 
about to tell you. But the conclusions are still quite possible, and even likely. 
 
Ø V24. The angel Gabriel is speaking, and says to Daniel – “Seventy weeks are decreed 
about your people and your holy city [70 weeks meaning 70 sevens of years; or 490; 
70x7; that’s how the word weeks is used in contexts like this (Lev 25:8)], to finish the 
transgression [the rebellion of ancient Israel; for which they were in captivity], to put an 
end to sin [that’s interesting], and to atone for iniquity [make a sacrifice of forgiveness 
and reconciliation], to bring in everlasting righteousness [really interesting], to seal both 
vision and prophet [establish them as true and certain], and to anoint a most holy place [a 
place of God’s presence; in that day the physical temple, in our day the church; the temple 
of the Holy Spirit]. 490 years have been decreed, Gabriel said, to do all that. To 
accomplish God’s work of redemption. 

And then he tells us about those years. [25] Know therefore and understand that from the 
going out of the word to restore and build Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed one, a 
prince [a leader], there shall be seven weeks. 49 years. The word to restore and build 
Jerusalem, probably referring to the letter from the Persian King Artaxerxes, requested by 
Nehemiah in 444BC (Neh 2:5-8). 
 
From then, Gabriel says, to the coming of an anointed one [not the anointed one; but some 
leader chosen by God], there shall be seven weeks. 7 weeks of years; 49; 7x7. And the 
leader to whom he refers, the prince, we don’t know. It could have been the high priest 
Jeshua in Ezra 3:2, or someone else. The important thing, is that the 70 weeks of years is 
divided into segments with significant historical importance. And this is the first. 7 weeks. 
 

The 70 Weeks of Daniel 
   7 weeks  
444BC à à à 395BC 
   49 years  
 
A little timeline here to help you track the segments. The segments of God’s work of 
redemption. From the word to rebuild, to the first anointed one is 49 years. 
 
Ø Then [v25b] for sixty-two weeks [the second segment] it shall be built again [the city of 
Jerusalem] with squares and moat, but in a troubled time. It was destroyed just before the 
Babylonian captivity, and it’s going to be rebuilt after it. Over the next 434 years; 62x7; 
the intertestamental years. And it happened. Jerusalem was built and improved on, leading 
up to the time of Christ. 
 
   7 weeks      62 weeks  
444BC à à à 395BC à à à à à 
   49 years      434 years  
 
That’s the second segment. And this is where it gets interesting. 
 
[26] And after the sixty-two weeks [69 total], an anointed one [another one, centuries 
later] shall be cut off and shall have nothing. Most likely referring to Jesus. Because he 
was the anointed one, and he was cut off from God and his people by death. Leaving him 
with nothing. The description fits. And amazingly, so does the timing. 
 
   7 weeks      62 weeks     
444BC à à à 395BC à à à à à  33AD 
   49 years      434 years     
 
69 weeks of years, after the command to rebuild Jerusalem in 444BC, is 33AD. And if 
you’re quick with your math, you’re thinking, “Wait a second, that’s only 477 years.” And 
you’d be right. Unless, you measure years like the ancients. Using 30 days for every 
month, and 360 days in every year. Then, this segment is exactly 483 years. 69x7. So v26a 
is most likely a reference to Jesus. The timing fits, and so does the description. 
 
Ø But not the next one. And this is our first clue that these segments and years are not 
necessarily contiguous; one right after another. Gabriel says in [26b] – And the people of 
the prince who is to come [someone else; after Jesus] shall destroy the city and the 



sanctuary [the temple]. Its end shall come with a flood [it will be overwhelming], and to 
the end there shall be war. Desolations are decreed. And sure enough, Titus and the 
Romans, their prince at the time, their leader; overthrew Jerusalem in 70AD and destroyed 
the temple. Our first indicator that there’s a gap, between the 69th and 70th week. They’re 
not connected. 
 
     7 weeks    62 weeks       Gap       
444BC à à  395BC à à à à 33AD à à 70AD 
     49 years    434 years    (37 years)     
 
And that gap, leads to the possibility in v27, that Gabriel is speaking of someone still 
further in the future. Not the destructive prince of v26. 
 
     7 weeks    62 weeks       Gap       Gap     
444BC à à  395BC à à à à 33AD à à 70AD à à à à à   
     49 years    434 years    (37 years)      ???   
 
[27] And he [someone still further in the future] shall make a strong covenant with many 
for one week [the 70th week], and for half of the week he shall put an end to sacrifice and 
offering [public worship]. And on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes 
desolate [probably the same one who makes the covenant], until the decreed end is poured 
out on the desolator.” 
 
Ø Given the fact that Jesus refers to v27 in Mt 24, saying that the fulfillment of the 
abomination of desolation is still future; and given the similarities in Revelation 13 as 
we’ll see; this final week probably refers to The Great Tribulation.  
 
     7 weeks    62 weeks       Gap       Gap     1 week 
444BC à à  395BC à à à à 33AD à à 70AD à à à à à The Great Trib. 
     49 years    434 years    (37 years)      ???     7 years 
 
A time lasting 1 week, 7 years, sometime in the future. If you’ve ever wondered where a 
7-year Tribulation comes from, this is it. A time when the Antichrist, the beast, will 
establish himself in the world through a strong covenant, an agreement of protection and 
provision, with many who bear his mark and pledge their allegiance. Like Rev 13:3-4 says 
– The whole earth [many] marveled as they followed the beast . . . and they worshiped the 
beast. That’s covenant language. Just like our covenant with Jesus. The Antichrist will 
make a covenant with the whole earth, to provide and protect them, if they follow and 
worship him. For the entire Tribulation. 
 
And the half week of Dan 9, when he shall put an end to sacrifice and offering (27), fits 
with the next verse in Rev 13. V5 – The beast . . . was allowed to exercise authority for 
forty-two months [3 ½ years]. Many people will follow and worship him the whole 
Tribulation, and the church, those who normally worship, will be subdued by him for half 
of it.***** 
 
That’s the 70 weeks of Daniel, and the time of The Great Tribulation to end it. The history 
fits, the descriptions fit, and the Scripture fits. 
 
Expect it to last . . . 

• Indicated by the 70th week of Daniel 
He [the Beast; the Antichrist] shall make a strong covenant [an agreement of worship and 
provision] with many for one week [7 years]. A short time in light of eternity, but a long 
time of suffering. And if we don’t expect it, we might not make it. We might not hold fast. 
 
What’s more, half of the Great Tribulation will be . . . 
• Characterized by a lack of public worship 
He shall make a covenant for one week, and for half of the week [3½ years] he shall put 
an end to sacrifice and offering. An end to public worship. After making war on the saints 
and conquering them; Rev 13:7. Half of The Great Tribulation will be characterized by a 
lack of worship. And the more we expect it, the better we’ll handle it. 
 
Ø Now, if you don’t think the Word of God is an inexhaustible well of God’s truth, you’re 
not reading or studying it. And if your head’s swimming, you’re in good company. It’s an 
exceedingly difficult passage to interpret, and one we should hold loosely to. But I think 
there’s good reason to expect 7 years. 
 
But that doesn’t mean we’ll know when Jesus is coming. It’s not like a switch will be 
flipped at the start of the Tribulation, and a great big clock in Times Square will start 
counting down. Things are going to continue from bad to worse, until one day everything 
matches the Scriptures and there won’t be any doubt we’re in The Great Tribulation. But 
we won’t know exactly when it started, and therefore we won’t know when it will end. 
 
But we will know to expect great suffering, expect great deception, and expect it to last.  
 
4th, if it’s not apparent already, is that we should . . . 
Expect to go through it (Mt 24:21-22, 29-31) 
Turn with me to Mt 24. After telling us to expect suffering, abomination, and deception; 
Jesus says in v29 – “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken. [There’s going to be cosmic upheaval.] [30] Then 
will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man [some unmistakable indicator of Jesus 
and his judgment; maybe it’s the flaming fire with which he will come, or the massive 
number of angels, or something else]. 
 
Whatever the case, his sign will appear – and then [30b] all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn [because of their impending judgment], and they will see the Son of Man coming 
on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. [31] And he will send out his angels 
with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect [those he has chosen to be saved, 
the church] from the four winds [the four corners of the earth], from one end of heaven to 
the other. 
 
Immediately after the Tribulation, v29; Jesus will return to gather us, v31. Implying that 
we will go through it. In fact, it’s the first of a dozen or so reasons we should expect it.  
 
Reasons 
5 this week, and the rest in Part 4. Expect to go through The Great Tribulation because . . . 
1. Jesus comes for us at the end of it. (Mt 24:29) 



Not before, not in the middle, but the end. Immediately after the tribulation of those days. 
If you’re a follower of Christ, one of the elect as he says, and you’re alive when The Great 
Tribulation ensues, you’ll go through it. Pretty clear. 
 
2. It will be cut short for our sake. (Mt 24:22) 
Implying once again, that we will go through it if we’re still alive. V21. After telling us to 
separate ourselves from those who defile worship, Jesus tells us why. [21] For then there 
will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now, 
no, and never will be. [22] And if those days had not been cut short, no human being 
would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short. 
 
For the sake of God’s people, the time of The Great Tribulation will be cut short. Implying 
that we will go through it. Otherwise, why would it need to be cut short? 
 
3. We’re called to endure for a reason. (Mt 24:13) 
V13. Jesus says that in this time of increasing tribulation, lawlessness will increase and 
love will grow cold. [13] But the one who endures to the end [the one who holds fast] will 
be saved. Implying that we’re going to be in it. 
 
The same is true in Revelation. After describing the beast’s war on the saints, in Rev 13, it 
says in v10 – Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints. Implying that we’re 
in it. Otherwise, why would we need to endure? And Rev 14:12 repeats it. Here is a call 
for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God and their faith 
in Jesus. If we’re not here for The Great Tribulation, why the call to endure?***** 
 
4. Matthew 24 applies to all believers. (Mt 24:22,31) 
The whole church. Everyone who professes Jesus as Lord and Savior. Because that’s who 
the elect is; believers comprising the church. V22 – For the sake of the elect those days 
will be cut short. And v31, Jesus will send out his angels to gather his elect. The church. 
 
But some people say, “No, this chapter only applies to Jews, in The Great Tribulation. 
Jesus isn’t referring to all believers here,” they say, “only to Jewish believers.” And they 
hold such a view, because that’s the only way they can get around the clear implication of 
these verses; that we will go through it. I’m not exaggerating this, and I’m certainly not 
making it up. Those who hold a pre-tribulational view, believe that Mt 24 does not apply 
to us. And they have to believe that, otherwise it completely and explicitly contradicts 
their perspective. 
 
The problem with that, is that there’s nothing in the text to indicate such a thing. Nothing 
about Jews as the intended audience, nothing to indicate that the disciples represented 
future Jews for a few minutes, and nothing to indicate a shift in intended audiences; from 
chapter 23 and then back again in chapter 25. It’s not there. Jesus is speaking to the 
disciples, who are the foundation of the church (Eph 2:20); the start of the church. 
 
Plus, there’s nothing in the text that would limit the scope of the elect to just Jews (22, 
31). Nor does Jesus do so the one other time he uses the term, in Luke 18. Where he says 
regarding the persistent widow, “Will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day 
and night?” Who plead with him in prayer (Lk 18:7)? Nobody says that’s limited to Jews. 
And rightfully so. Therefore we shouldn’t limit it in chapter 24. 
 

All of which leads to the conclusion that Mt 24 applies to all believers, of any ethnicity. 
 
5. God’s promise of protection implies we’ll be in it. (Rev 3:10) 
Remember that from Rev 3? Speaking to the church of Philadelphia, representative of all 
churches, Jesus says (Rev 3:10) – Because you have kept my word about patient 
endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial. The hour of trial referring to The Great 
Tribulation. And keep you from, meaning protect within. Just like Jesus said in Jn 17:15.  
 
Praying to God about his followers, he says – I do not ask that you take them out of the 
world, but that you keep them from the evil one. Same phrase, used in the same way, as 
Rev 3:10. And the meaning is clear: protect them. I do not ask that you take them out of 
the world, but that you [protect] them from the evil one; in the midst of the world.***** 
 
So God promises to protect us in The Great Tribulation, not remove us. And that implies, 
we’ll be there. Otherwise, no protection is necessary. (Summary) 
 
Those are the first 5 reasons we should expect to go through The Great Tribulation. 
 
And as we do, we should expect great suffering, expect great deception, and expect it to 
last. Hold fast. 
 
Prayer – Lord, use these truths to manage our expectations and strengthen our resolve. Use 
them to prepare our hearts and fortify our lives. And as the time approaches, use them to 
increase our trust in you and your plan. Because this we know, we will see the victory 
won. 
 
Close 
Talk – If you’d like to talk or pray with someone . . . 
If you’d like to connect with one of our elders/deacons . . . 
Guest Central – If you’re new to our church, don’t forget about Guest Central. 
 
Father’s Day – And certainly don’t forget to thank God for your dad. And him directly if 
you can. And if you are a dad, take a moment to redouble your commitment to be a good 
one. To love your kids more, and more consistently. To disciple them more, and more 
consistently. And if they’re already out of the house, recommit to pray for them and 
influence them every chance you get. Happy Father’s Day. 
 
Pray – Pray for our students leaving for summer camp tomorrow morning. Safety, 
sanctification, salvation, all of it. 
 
And keep praying for the Supreme Court decision on abortion. It’s probably going to 
come out in the next week or so. So pray that they would have the wisdom and courage to 
do what’s right and best. 
 
And if they do, prepare yourself. Because lawlessness will probably increase just like 
Jesus said. Let’s prepare for it, and pray against that as well. We’ve not been given a spirit 
of fear, but of power and love and self-control. So let’s make sure we use it. 
 
You are loved 


