
End Times Overview (Part 2) – Mt 24:1-31 
Mt 24:1-31. (Title) We’re studying the book of Revelation, but stepping out of it for a few 
weeks to get the big picture. An end times overview. Looking at some other major 
passages that provide a framework for Revelation itself. 
 
And having started with 2 Pet 3 and a timeline of events, I want to focus on some of the 
parts. Starting with The Great Tribulation. It’s a period of time just before the return of 
Christ and the start of the Millennium. Covered in Rev 6-19, 2 Thess 2, 1 Thess 4-5, and 
right here in Mt 24. It’s a big deal in the Bible. Not for the purpose of knowing exactly 
when it’s going to happen, but what to expect when it does, in order to hold fast. 
 
The Great Tribulation 
Ø [1] Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to 
him the buildings of the temple [how amazing they were]. [2] But he answered them, “You 
see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here one stone upon 
another that will not be thrown down.” [It’s going to be destroyed. And it happened. 40 
years later in 70AD when the Romans leveled it. Remember that.] 
 
[3] As he sat on the Mount of Olives [just outside Jerusalem], the disciples came to him 
privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your 
coming and of the end of the age?” [4] And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads 
you astray. [5] For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ [like cult 
leaders] and they will lead many astray. [6] And you will hear of wars and rumors of 
wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. [7] For 
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines 
and earthquakes in various places. [8] All these are but the beginning of the birth pains 
[the beginning signs]. 
 
[9] “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation [distress, affliction] and put you to death, 
and you will be hated by all nations for my name’s sake. [10] And then many will fall 
away and betray one another and hate one another. [11] And many false prophets will 
arise and lead many astray. [12] And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of 
many will grow cold. [13] But the one who endures to the end [the one who holds fast] 
will be saved. [14] And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the 
whole world as a testimony to all nations [all people groups], and then the end will come. 
 
Those are some of the signs, Jesus says. Summed up by the word tribulation; or suffering. 
And he goes on to lay out even more. Emphasizing the fact, that In The Great Tribulation, 
we should . . . 
 
Expect great suffering (v1-22) 
Like wars, famines, earthquakes, martyrdom, apostasy, hatred, betrayal, false teachers, 
lawlessness, and callousness. And that’s just the beginning; the on ramp to The Great 
Tribulation. It’s going to be bad. Which almost violates our sensibilities in these United 
States. Because we suffer so little. And doubt it; live in denial. 
 
But it doesn’t take a rocket scientist to realize this stuff is increasing. In fact, these verses 
are so descriptive of our culture these days, it’s scary. That’s not to say we’re in The Great 
Tribulation, but that we must be getting close. And therefore should expect an increase in 
suffering. 

Ø Then, in v15-22, he gives us even more signs. Which is basically great suffering. [15] 
“So when you see the abomination of desolation [the outrageous disgrace with devastating 
consequences] spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place [the primary 
place of worship] (let the reader understand), [16] then let those who are in Judea flee to 
the mountains. 
 
The abomination of desolation is a reference to Dan 9:27; his prophecy in the 6th century 
BC. On the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate [one who destroys 
the worship of God with acts of irreverence; the one referred to as the Antichrist in 
Revelation], until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator. Referring to his final 
judgment in the Lake of Fire at the end of The Great Tribulation. (Rev 19:20) 
 
And two chapters later, in Dan 11:31, it says – Forces from him [this earthly desolator] 
shall appear and profane the temple and fortress [violate it with blatant irreverence; 
abominations], and shall take away the regular burnt offering [Old Testament language 
for the worship of God; he’ll stop it; at least publicly]. And they [his followers] shall set 
up the abomination that makes desolate. The destructive, irreverent outrage.  
 
It’s a prophecy, like many prophecies, that has both a near-term and long-term fulfillment. 
Near-term, in that a day would come Daniel said, when temple worship would be defiled 
and Jerusalem devastated. And sure enough, 400 years later, in 168BC, Antiochus 
Epiphanes, king of Syria, attacked Jerusalem and took over the temple. And then 
sacrificed a pig on the altar, a spiritually unclean animal according to Old Testament Law, 
and put up a statue of Jupiter Olympus. It was an abomination of desolation. God-fearing 
Jews were devastated.***** 
 
Ø But there’s also a long-term fulfillment yet to come, because of the words of Jesus here 
in v15. When you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, 
standing in the holy place . . . flee. The question is, what’s the holy place, the place of 
worship? 
 
Under the Old Covenant it was the temple. Under the New Covenant, it’s the church. The 
community of believers. We are the temple now. The temple of the Holy Spirit; 1 Cor 
3:16. It’s explicit. We are the holy place of worship. We are the place and presence of God 
here on earth. So Jesus is saying, “When you see abomination in the church, when you see 
abomination in those who profess to follow me, it’s going to get bad.” 
 
In other words, expect great suffering . . . 
• Especially when abomination enters the church 
Jesus applies the prophecy of Daniel and the short-term fulfillment of the past, to the 
spiritual temple of the future. The church. To say, when you see worship defiled; when 
you see and hear outrageous things that destroy the body of Christ; when you see God 
blatantly profaned and others replacing him; get out of Dodge. 
 
V16 – Let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. As in, separate yourself from 
such things. Separate yourself from such people. Because The Great Tribulation is near 
when that happens, and the suffering, due to God’s judgement, will be great. 
 
What those abominations will look like, we don’t know exactly. What I do know is that 
we’re getting close. Because of things going on at churches like Hope United Methodist in 



Bloomington, IL; just a few miles down the road. Where a drag queen, who identifies 
himself as “Ms. Penny Cost,” is the associate pastor. Get it? Penny-cost. Like Pentecost; 
filled with the Spirit. It’s disturbing. 
 
His real name is Isaac Simmons, and he regularly preaches as a self-proclaimed 
“dragavangelist.” Saying things like, “God is nothing . . . Nothing but a drag queen with a 
microphone of biblical proportions.” I’m leaving out the profanity and vulgarity by the 
way. “God is nothing . . . but if she were, she would be queening her way down the 
runways of Paris and Montreal . . . weaving together the fiercest gowns of queer 
existence.”***** (https://notthebee.com/article/so-about-that-slippery-slope) 
 
I don’t know what abomination of desolation Jesus had in mind, but that fits. It’s 
irreverent, unbiblical, sinful, destructive, and despicable. And God help us as it gets 
worse. Because his name is being shamed, and great suffering isn’t far behind. It 
happened in the past, and it’s going to happen in the future even worse. (Summary) 
 
Ø And when it does, Jesus says, when you see it happening, v17 – Let the one who is on 
the housetop not go down to take what is in his house, [18] and let the one who is in the 
field not turn back to take his cloak. [19] And alas for women who are pregnant and for 
those who are nursing infants in those days! [20] Pray that your flight may not be in 
winter or on a Sabbath [when services and help aren’t readily available; like traveling on 
Christmas; pray]. [21] For then there will be great tribulation [great suffering] such as 
has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. [It’s going 
to be unprecedented suffering in the history of the world.] [22] And if those days had not 
been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect [those chosen 
by God, his followers, the church] those days will be cut short. 
 
Some say the long-term fulfillment of Dan 9 was the destruction of the temple in 70AD. 
40 years after Jesus spoke these words. The very thing he alluded to in v2 with the temple 
stones being thrown down. Jerusalem was overthrown, the temple was destroyed, and 
allegiance to Caesar was demanded. 
 
But that can’t be it. It could be another example of what’s to come; like the destruction 
250 years before in 168BC; but it can’t be the ultimate fulfillment because of v21. Where 
Jesus broadens the scope and intensity of the suffering far beyond anything ever 
experienced. Saying that there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the 
beginning of the world until now . . . and never will be. And Luke adds that it will cover 
the earth. Lk 21:23. 
 
It won’t be localized in Jerusalem, and it won’t be like anything we’ve ever known. And 
we’ve known some pretty bad things in the last 2000 years. From the Spanish Inquisition, 
to the Jewish Holocaust, to modern day martyrdom. 
 
The point being, in The Great Tribulation, expect great suffering . . . 
• Beyond anything we’ve ever known 
Anything that happened before Christ, and anything that has happened after him. As bad 
as it’s been, and is in some places, it’s going to get worse. And it doesn’t take but a few 
verses in Rev 6, the start of The Great Tribulation, to confirm it. Where a quarter of the 
earth is killed by famine, pestilence, and wild beasts it says. 1/4. Of the earth. Almost 2 
billion people. And that’s just the start. 

Ø And if you don’t expect it, you’ll be ill-prepared, full of doubt, full of fear, and 
potentially devastated. You might even make shipwreck of your faith and fail to hold fast. 
That’s where the rubber meets the road in all this. 
 
I’m not teaching this to convince you of a particular viewpoint. I’m saying it to prepare 
you for the worst, should this stuff happen in our lifetime. Or our children’s lifetime. Or 
grandchildren’s. Fail to understand and prepare yourself, and you’ll fail to hold fast. Fail 
to prepare them, and they might not hold fast. Because the suffering is going to be unlike 
anything we’ve ever known. 
 
Praise God that’s not the end of the story. We’ll see next week that we’re also protected in 
The Great Tribulation. To a great degree. But we’ll never experience that protection, if we 
don’t also expect and prepare for great suffering. That’s the first sign of Christ’s coming 
and the end of the age. Great suffering.  
 
Second, is great deception. 
Expect great deception (v23-28) 
V23. In the midst of those terrible days, Jesus says – Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, 
here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. [24] For false christs and false 
prophets will arise [fake saviors and false teachers; plural] and perform great signs and 
wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 
 
It’s not possible; but they’ll try. Our salvation is secure in Christ. No one can snatch us out 
of his hand (Jn 10:28). But the self-proclaimed saviors will certainly succeed in leading 
astray those who aren’t in Christ during The Great Tribulation. Performing great signs 
and wonders it says. Satan-empowered miracles. Things like fire from heaven, miraculous 
healing, causing idols to speak. Rev 13. Amazing things. 
 
And others will jump on board to say, “See? He’s the real deal. She’s the real thing. Put 
your trust in them.” But Jesus says do not believe it. V23b. They’re not the real deal. Their 
signs might be, but everything else is fake. They’re feigning to be someone they’re not. 
Pretending to have power they don’t. And to the degree you don’t expect it, will be the 
degree to which you’re deceived. Expect great deception in The Great Tribulation. 
 
Just like now 
We should expect great deception then, just like we expect it now. As evil people and 
impostors go from bad to worse, Paul says. Deceiving and being deceived (2 Tim 3:13). 
Right now. Fail to expect it and you’ll fail to see it. 
 
And we should measure such people in The Great Tribulation just like we measure them 
now. By their fruit. Not just their lips, but their fruit. Not just their wonders, but their 
works. Not just their appeal, but their faithfulness. Not just their looks, but their life. 
 
Just like suffering and abominations are increasing, so too are deceptions. Fakes. A 
cursory scan of YouTube these days, reveals so many, I can’t do it more than once or 
twice a year. It’s sick. And slick. 
 
And it’s going to increase even more in The Great Tribulation. People who talk smooth, 
but don’t deliver. People who are spiritual, but not godly. People who name Jesus, but 



don’t know him. People who feign holiness, but live in sin. People who preach the Spirit, 
but grieve him. People who promise, but don’t keep them. 
 
It’s coming. More and more. And when it does, we shouldn’t be surprised. Disgusted, but 
not surprised. Because Jesus says in v25 – See, I have told you beforehand. I’ve warned 
you. Don’t be deceived. Just like now. (Summary) 
 
Ø Then Jesus says in v26 – So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not go 
out. [If people in The Great Tribulation start saying that Jesus has come, don’t take the 
bait. They’re either being deceptive in order to gain a following, or deceived themselves.] 
If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it [Don’t buy it.]. [27] For as 
the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of 
the Son of Man [referring to himself; the real Messiah]. 
 
In The Great Tribulation, expect great deception . . . 
But don’t buy it 
Because when the real Jesus comes, there won’t be any mistaking him. He’ll be plain for 
all to see. Like a flash of lightning in the sky, he’ll shine from east to west and light it up. 
There won’t be anything partial or secret about it. 
 
It’s like the flash of lightning in the storm last night. I woke up to the wind and rain, and 
just laid there listening with my eyes closed. Until I saw a flash of light through my 
eyelids! It was that strong and that bright. And for a split second, in my drowsiness, I 
wasn’t sure what it was. Until the rumble of thunder followed and removed all doubt. At 
which point I didn’t need to be told what happened, I didn’t need to be convinced, I knew. 
I felt it. 
 
And the same will be true when Jesus returns. Nobody will need to say, “Look, there he 
is.” Or, “Dude, you gotta check this out.” We’ll know. When the Lord Jesus is revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, Paul says, there won’t be any missing 
him. When he comes to inflict vengeance on those who do not know God and on those 
who do not obey the gospel, there won’t be any mistaking him (2 Thess 1:7-8). If it’s 
anything less, anything different, don’t buy it. 
 
Ø Then, to confirm the point, Jesus ends with an illustration. V28 – Wherever the corpse 
is, there the vultures will gather. It’s a proverb to say, just like vultures are a sign that a 
dead animal is near, so too great deception is a sign that The Great Tribulation is near. 
(Summary) 
 
So whatever you do, expect it. Expect great deception, but don’t buy it. Expect great 
suffering, but don’t waver. Hold fast until he comes. 
 
Prayer – Lord, help us. Give us eyes to see and ears to hear. Strengthen our faith for 
what’s to come. Give us wisdom and insight. Discernment and understanding. We want to 
honor you to the end. Glorify you in all we do. Now and later.  
 
 
 
 
 

Close 
Talk – If you’d like to talk or pray with someone . . . 
If you’d like to connect with one of our elders/deacons . . . 
Guest Central – If you’re new to our church, don’t forget about Guest Central. 
 
Next week – Continue with The Great Tribulation in Mt 24, and then look at some other 
Scriptures as well. 
 
You are loved 
 


