
End Times Overview (Part 1) – 2 Pet 3:1-13 
2 Pet 3:1-13. We’re in the middle of a study of the book of Revelation, under the theme of 
Hold Fast. And having reached the end of chapter 5 last week, we’re going to step out of 
Revelation for a time, and into some other major passages on the end times. Passages that 
provide a framework for understanding Revelation itself. 
 
You might think of it like a great big jig saw puzzle. So far we’ve assembled some of the 
inner pieces, and now we’re going to assemble the edge pieces. To frame it all into one 
cohesive picture. An End Times Overview. 
 
And the reason for it is the same. To hold fast. Now and when the time comes if we’re still 
alive. Fail to understand the end times, and you’ll fail to persevere in them. Fail to know 
God’s Word, and you’ll fail to depend on it. Fail to study and you’ll fail to flourish.  
 
So we’re going to look at multiple Scriptures in this mini-series, starting with 2 Pet 3. And 
the first encouragement, is . . . 
 
Know the facts 
If you’re going to understand the end times, you have to know the facts. In fact, that’s why 
Peter writes. To remind us of what we already know. V1-2 – This is now the second letter 
that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your sincere mind by 
way of reminder, [2] that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and 
the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles. (ESV) The 
commandment to be holy as God is holy. 1 Peter 1 (14-16). 
 
Remember that he says, and remember the predictions of the holy prophets; the 
prophecies they made. The facts of the end times. Remember them. Implying that we 
should know them in the first place. 
 
Not only that, but he assumes we want to know them. V1b – I am stirring up your sincere 
mind. Your earnest mind, your sober mind. Peter expects that we want to know and 
remember the facts, and pours gas on the fire. Stirs us up. Which means, “It’s all going to 
pan out anyway, so why bother?” is not an option. God wants us to know and remember 
the facts, and assumes we do too. 
 
Starting with this one:  
1. Christ will come. (v3-4, 8-10a) 
That’s fact #1. V3. I’m writing to stir up your sincere mind, [3] knowing this first of all, 
that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing [ridicule, unbelief; boy is that 
increasing], following their own sinful desires [which is always the source of unbelief; 
always the source of scoffing]. [4] They will say, “Where is the promise of his coming? 
[Where is he? I don’t see him.] For ever since the fathers fell asleep [the patriarchs, the 
prophets], all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.” 
 
In the last days, people will doubt and scoff that Christ will come. Yet another indicator 
that we’re in them. Maybe not the final stretch, but certainly close. Even church people 
are expressing doubts. And church leaders. Hence the strange silence in many pulpits. 
 
People will scoff Peter says. And after telling us why, in v5-7, he says in v8 – But do not 
overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 

thousand years as one day. [The scoffers may scoff, but don’t be swayed. God’s clock is 
different than ours. An eternity for us is a moment for him, and a moment an eternity.] 
 
[9] The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing that any should perish [any should spend eternity in hell], but 
that all should reach repentance. All be saved. 
 
The Lord’s not slow in coming, he’s patient. Waiting for all those who will believe, who 
will repent, to do so. That’s the reason he delays from our perspective. 
 
But [v10] the day of the Lord will come. Make no mistake. It will come. The day of the 
Lord referring to the return of Christ to earth, to gather the saints and judge the sinners. 
Save those who believe and punish those who don’t. He will come. No matter how much 
people scoff. It’s going to happen. Know the facts. 
 
2. His coming means judgment. (v5-7) 
That’s the second fact Peter wants us to know and remember. V5. Scoffers will scoff – 
For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth 
was formed out of water and through water by the word of God [when he spoke it into 
existence at creation], [6] and that by means of these [the water and the word] the world 
that then existed was deluged with water and perished [in the flood; Gen 7]. [7] But by the 
same word [the same reliable word of God] the heavens and earth that now exist are 
stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment [the day of the Lord] and 
destruction of the ungodly [eternal punishment]. 
 
Did you catch it? The coming of Christ means judgment and punishment. Not only for the 
world, the heavens and the earth, but the people of the world. Those who don’t believe.  
 
It’s a prophecy that began in the Old Testament with prophets like Amos, Isaiah, Ezekiel, 
and Malachi. They predicted a time when judgment would fall, and fall hard. The day of 
the Lord. That’s what they called it. 
 
In fact, Malachi calls it the great and awesome day of the Lord (Mal 4:5). That time when 
Christ will come once and for all, to deliver those who are his, and judge those who are 
aren’t. Punish those who don’t believe. Condemn those who don’t follow. It’s coming. 
Judgment’s coming. 
 
And when it does, there’s no escaping it. So whatever you do, believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ now. Live for him now. And hold fast. It’s the only way to avoid that judgment, and 
be saved. 
 
Third, the third fact to know and remember, is that . . . 
3. It will happen suddenly (v10a) 
Christ’s coming will happen suddenly. Like it says in v10 – the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief. Just as a thief shows up suddenly to rob a bank, so too Christ will come 
suddenly to judge the world. Not unexpectedly, at least for sober-minded believers, but 
suddenly. If you own a bank, and there’s been a spate of burglaries recently, the arrival of 
a thief may be sudden, but it won’t be unexpected. 
 
Same for the return of Christ. It’s going to happen suddenly, but not unexpectedly. Why?  



Because he gave us tons of signs to expect just before his return. Like wars, and famines, 
and earthquakes. Persecution and hatred (Mt 24:6-14). Tribulation such as has not been 
from the beginning of the world until now (Mt 24:21). Signs in the heavens. The Anti-
Christ. Widespread rebellion. False worship. The breakdown of law and order. Satanic 
wonders. World-wide plagues. Widespread death. Hyper-inflation. And people who are 
lovers of self, lovers of money, lovers of pleasure, and unholy (2 Tim 3:1-5). God help us, 
but we’re going to know. Not the exact time, but that he’s near. 
 
But when he actually arrives, it’s going to be sudden. Happening in a moment; in the 
twinkling of an eye. And only those who are watching, only those who are waiting, only 
those who know the facts will be ready. The rest will be like customers in a bank heist. 
Dazed, confused, and fearful. Know the facts and be ready. 
 
4. All creation will be destroyed (v7, 10b-12) 
The heavens, the earth, everything. V7 again. By the same word [the same word of God 
that destroyed the world with water] the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up 
for fire. And v10b says – the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies 
will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be 
exposed.  
 
Just like Paul says in 1 Cor 3:13 – Each one’s work will become manifest [exposed], for 
the Day [the day of the Lord] will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the 
fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 
 
V11 – Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be 
in lives of holiness and godliness, [12] waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God. The more we live for Christ, the more we influence people for Christ. And the more 
we influence, the less he needs to wait for those who will believe. Hastening or 
accelerating his coming. 
 
In the meantime we wait. We wait for the day of God [v12], because of which the heavens 
will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 
 
All creation will be destroyed. Earth and sky are stored up for fire it says (7). Will it be a 
nuclear holocaust? A solar event? An asteroid? A supernatural act? We don’t know. All 
we know is that all creation will be destroyed. It’s a fact. 
 
But praise God that’s not the end of the story . . . 
5. Heaven and earth will be renewed (v13) 
V13. All creation will burn – But according to his promise we are waiting [believers are] 
for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. Just like John says in Rev 
21:1, tying these last two facts together. Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away. 
 
Heaven and earth will be renewed. Stripped of all that’s evil, and endowed with all that’s 
good. Released from all its groaning, and blessed with all perfection. Freed from sin, to 
shine in glory. What a day of rejoicing that will be. 
 
5 facts. 5 truths. That go a long way toward understanding, and framing, the end times. 
Know the facts. 

Second . . . 
Learn the lingo 
If you’re going to understand the end times, you have to learn the lingo. The terms that are 
used. If I say my car has a V-12 quad overhead cam, requiring 10W40 for maximum 
viscosity and torque at redline rpm’s, you don’t have a clue what I said if you don’t know 
the lingo. Likewise, if I say that my eschatology centers around a post-tribulational, pre-
millennial parousia of Christ, you also don’t have a clue if you don’t know the lingo. 
 
Understanding the end times, like any subject, requires understanding the terms. So I’m 
going to give you 16 of them. (End Times Terminology) A little vocabulary lesson. And 
you need not write them down because we have a handout for you at the end of the 
service. Or, you can download it via the QR code on your notes. 
 
Either way, the first term is . . . 
Eschatology – a theological term referring to the study of last things, or the end times. A 
big part of which, is the . . . 
Second Coming – a reference to the physical return of Christ to earth. The Greek word is 
parousia that I used a minute ago. 
 
Millennium – referring to the thousand-year reign of Christ on earth, during which Satan 
is bound, peace flourishes, and people prosper. And there are 3 main views of the 
Millennium. The first is . . . 
 Pre-millennialism – where the return of Christ precedes the millennium. Second is . . . 

Post-millennialism – where Jesus returns after a golden age of Gospel success. And 
third is . . . 
A-millennialism – where the Millennium is spiritual, and Jesus returns in the fullness 
of time. 3 views, and terms, that are commonly used when talking about the end times. 

 
The Great Tribulation – a time of intense suffering just before Christ’s return, probably 
lasting 7 years. And some of that suffering, is caused by the . . . 
Antichrist – the man of lawlessness, or beast, who demands worship and persecutes 
believers during The Great Tribulation. Along with him is the . . . 
False Prophet – a partner with the Anti-Christ who influences people by religious 
deception. Both of whom gather the nations for the . . . 
Battle of Armageddon – the battle at the end of The Great Tribulation between Christ 
and the forces of evil. 
 
Then of course, there’s the infamous . . . 
Rapture – another theological term referring to the seizing or snatching away of believers 
from the earth, to meet the Lord in the air. And just like there are 3 main views of the 
Millennium, there are 3 main views of the rapture. First is a . . . 

Pre-tribulational Rapture – where Christ comes part way to earth, before The Great 
Tribulation, to rapture the church and take us to heaven. Implying that we won’t be 
around for the tribulation. 
Mid-tribulational Rapture – a variation of the pre-trib view, where Christ comes part 
way in the middle of The Great Tribulation, to rescue believers from Gods’ wrath. 
Post-tribulational Rapture – where Christ comes to rapture the saints and proceed to 
earth in one simultaneous event. We rise to meet the Lord in the air, and immediately 
accompany him back to earth to rule and reign with him during the millennium. 
Implying that the church will go through The Great Tribulation. 



And eventually, there’s the . . . 
Great White Throne Judgment – the final judgment at the end of the Millennium when 
unbelievers will be thrown into the lake of fire, and believers established on the new earth. 
Lake of Fire – referring to the final state of eternal, physical suffering for those who 
reject Christ. 
 
That’s the lingo. And if you know it, you’re well on your way to understanding the end 
times. 
 
But you also have to . . . 
Put it together 
That’s the last thought. The last encouragement. Knowing the facts and learning the lingo 
is one thing; putting it all together is another. An to help with that, I’m going to give you a 
timeline. We haven’t talked about all the reasons for this particular sequence, but as we 
do, it will help you keep things straight. 
 
But let me say this. It’s important to understand that God has blessed the ministry of many 
people with widely differing views on the end times. Calvin held a different view than 
Wesley, who had a different view than Finney, who had a different view than Moody, who 
had a different view than Edwards. Yet God blessed each of their ministries massively. 
Using them to bear immeasurable kingdom fruit. 
 
So having the “right” eschatology is not a prerequisite for fruitfulness, holiness, or biblical 
fidelity. Nor is it cause for separation. 
 
Having said that, I do believe some views are stronger than others. And more consistent 
with the Scriptures. But even then, there are many people with different views who I 
greatly respect and admire. 
 
Ø That said, here’s a simple timeline that puts it all together. And this too is on the 
handout or available via download. 
 
The church age extends from the cross to the 2nd Coming of Christ. And it will end when 
The Great Tribulation ends. That’s when Jesus returns to gather his people, the church; in 
the air, the rapture, the up arrow; and immediately proceed with them to earth; the down 
arrow. 
 
At which point Jesus will defeat the forces of evil at the Battle of Armageddon, throw the 
Anti-Christ and False Prophet in the Lake of Fire, bind Satan, and begin his millennial 
reign. All of that at the end of The Great Tribulation. 
 
Then, at the end of the Millennium, Satan will be released for a little while, to deceive and 
gather the nations for one last battle, that they will again lose, resulting in his permanent 
banishment to the Lake of Fire.  
 
Followed by the Great White Throne Judgment. Where unbelievers are also condemned to 
the Lake of Fire, while believers will be ushered into the New Heavens and New Earth. 
Dwelling with God in the New Jerusalem for all eternity.  
 

That’s called Classical or Historical Premillennialism. Because it was the dominant view 
of the early church in the 2nd to 4th centuries. In a more technical sense, it’s called Post-
tribulational Pre-millennialism. Which you now understand, thoroughly so, because you 
know the lingo. 
 
Ø Know the facts, learn the lingo, and put it together. But whatever you do, don’t make it 
a head game. Don’t make it a mental exercise. If you do, you miss the whole point: 
holiness and godliness. Hold fast, in holiness and godliness. 
 
Prayer –  Lord, thank you for your Word. Sanctify us by these truths. Make us ready and 
find us holy. Increase our devotion and affection. We believe that you will come. 
 
You are loved 
 


