
Worthy Is The Lamb (Part 2) – Rev 5 
Before we get into the Word, I want to say a few things about the recent shootings and 
overall state of our culture. From Buffalo, NY to Uvalde, TX evil abounds. Stark 
reminders, along with a host of others, that the intention of man’s heart is evil from his 
youth. Despicably evil. Just like God said to Noah all the way back in Gen 8 (21).  
 
Unfortunately, it’s becoming more rampant. Romans 3 is becoming increasingly true of 
our entire culture. “None is righteous [it says], no, not one; [11] no one understands; no 
one seeks for God. [12] All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no 
one does good, not even one.” It’s becoming increasingly true. 
 
And the next verses describe far too many of our political leaders; and media outlets; and 
dysfunctional extremists. [13] “Their throat [it says] is an open grave; they use their 
tongues to deceive.” “The venom of asps is under their lips.” [They speak poison.] [14] 
“Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” 
 
And regarding those who do such cowardly, wicked things like shooting kids and 
shoppers – [15] “Their feet are swift to shed blood; [16] in their paths are ruin and 
misery, [17] and the way of peace they have not known.” [18] “There is no fear of God 
before their eyes.” (Rom 3:10-18; ESV) If that doesn’t describe a significant segment of 
our culture, I don’t know what does. Romans 3. 
 
And we shouldn’t be surprised. When a people forsake God and forsake church, Romans 3 
isn’t far behind. 
When we ignore biblical morals and abdicate the responsibility of fatherhood, Romans 3 
isn’t far behind. 
When we glorify murder in video games and movies, Romans 3 isn’t far behind. 
When we excuse laziness and misbehavior in the name of victimization, whether in our 
schools or on our streets, Romans 3 isn’t far behind. 
When we rationalize abortion and call evil good, Romans 3 isn’t far behind. 
When we call men “women” and women “men,” Romans 3 isn’t far behind. 
And when good men do nothing in the face of such things, Romans 3 isn’t far behind. 
 
You say, “Man, that’s depressing.” It is. [21] But this I call to mind, and therefore I have 
hope: [22] The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an 
end; [23] they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lam 3:21–23) 
 
The only hope for our lives and our country is the steadfast love of the Lord. Embracing it 
and trusting it. The only hope is seeing and savoring that love in the Gospel, and urging 
others to do the same. So may times like these cause us to turn our eyes upon Jesus all the 
more, and pray all the more for those who don’t. May times like these remind us to be 
wise as serpents and innocent as doves, and speak the truth every chance we get. 
 
Prayer – Father, help us. We need you. We need your grace, your mercy, your wisdom, 
and your protection. Protect us we pray, from the powers of darkness and the evil of men. 
And cause us to shine all the brighter, so than men may see our good works, and glorify 
you with us. We pray in Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
Ø Rev 5 (Title). We left off last week in the middle of chapter 5, and one of the most 
exalted expressions of unrestrained praise in all the Bible. Because . . . 

1. Jesus is worthy to carry out God’s plan (v1-5) 
The first of two main points in this chapter. He’s worthy to carry out God’s plan to judge 
the world, bless the saints, and make all things new. 
• Because he conquered sin and death (5) 
o As the Lion of Judah 
o As the Root of David 
He beat the power of sin and the consequences of sin, as the powerful Messiah and 
foundation of God’s kingdom. That was Part 1. From v1-5. 
 
Ø Part 2 comes from v6-14. But let’s start in v1 to refresh our memory. 
[1] Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written 
within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. [A scroll containing God’s purposes and 
plans for the end of this age.] [2] And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, 
“Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” [Who’s worthy to carry out God’s 
plan?] 
 
[3] And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to 
look into it, [4] and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the 
scroll or to look into it. [5] And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the 
scroll and its seven seals.” 
 
[6] And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a 
Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which 
are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. (ESV) 
 
Jesus is worthy to carry out God’s plan because he conquered sin and death, and . . . 
• Because he died and rose again (v6) 
In fact, that’s how he conquered sin and death. Hence John’s vision of a slain Lamb, that’s 
standing. Alive. V6 again – among the elders I saw a Lamb, standing, as though it had 
been slain (6). He heard about a lion, and saw a lamb. More apocalyptic imagery to 
describe his attributes and qualities. 
 
And the qualities are power and meekness. Power as a lion, and meekness as a lamb. Not 
just any lamb, but a living lamb. A lamb with its throat slit, but standing on its own. 
Referring of course, to Jesus. Just like he’s described elsewhere. 
 
Like in Is 53:7 – Like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its 
shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. And John the Baptist calls him such 
explicitly. “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” John 1:29. 
And the Apostle Paul in 1 Cor 5:7 – Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. And 
Peter said we were ransomed . . . with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb (1 
Pet 1:19). Over and over again, the Bible refers to Jesus as a lamb. 
 
But not nearly as much as John. 28 times in Revelation. Driving home the point of what he 
did, and therefore his worthiness for what he’ll do. Having died as a lamb, he rose as a 
lion. Having died in weakness, he rose in power to carry out God’s plan. 
 
Think of it. The Great Shepherd became a sheep, to save the flock. God became man to 
save mankind. The King became servant to reign on high. It’s power through sacrifice. 



Strength through weakness. Triumph through tragedy. Deliverance through death. Who 
does that? No wonder he’s worthy. 
 
All the more so, because he’s . . . 
o All-powerful and all-knowing 
Jesus is worthy to carry out God’s plan, because he died and rose again v6 – with seven 
horns and with seven eyes which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 
 
Horns in the Bible, are symbols for strength and power (Dt 33:17). And seven horns 
indicate perfect strength and power; complete strength and power. While seven eyes, or the 
seven spirits of God, refer to his perfect and complete knowledge; due to the Holy Spirit’s 
presence in him. Searching high and low, all the earth, for those whose hearts are 
completely his. (1 Chron 16:9) 
 
Jesus is worthy to carry out God’s plan for the end, because he died and rose again, and 
possesses all the power and knowledge to make it happen.  
 
What a vision. What a reminder. What an encouragement to hold fast. The Lamb lives. 
The Lamb triumphed. The Lamb knows. Worthy is the Lamb! That’s the second reason. 
 
The third, is . . . 
• Because he’s saving the world (v7-10) 
Jesus is worthy to open the scroll and carry out God’s plan, because he’s saving and 
redeeming the world. [7] And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who 
was seated on the throne. [He received the responsibility and commission to do what it 
says.] [8] And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders [the angels and saints] fell down before the Lamb. 
 
Why? Because in that moment their greatest hopes were met, and their greatest fears 
relieved. Jesus is worthy. He can do it. He will accomplish God’s plan for the end. 
 
What’s more, they fell down, v8, each holding a harp [an instrument of joy and peace for 
the purpose of worship], and [holding] golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers 
of the saints. Symbolic of our prayers reaching the throne. They waft upwardly, like 
incense, and are heard. Constantly. 
 
And they sang a new song [v9; new, compared to what they sang in chapter 4; there, they 
praised God for his work of creation; here, they praise the Lamb for his work of 
redemption], saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were 
slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God [you rescued them, you saved 
them] from every tribe and language and people and nation, [10] and you have made 
them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 
 
We’re nearing the height of the entire scene, starting all the way back in chapter 4. Jesus 
was slain, and by his blood he’s saving the world. Present tense saving. Even though it’s 
written in the past tense. Because the scene is in the future, just before his return, looking 
back on what Jesus did in the past. Like right now. He’s saving the world. 
 
o People from every nation 
Every ethnicity. Every tribe and language and people and nation, it says (9). Or as Jesus 

said it in Mt 24:14 – This gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole 
world as a testimony to all nations [all people groups], and then the end will come. And 
because the Gospel never returns void, people from those nations will be saved. Not all, 
but some. Confirmed by the confession of heaven right here in Rev 5. You ransomed 
people for God from every tribe. Every nation (9b). 
 
It's another affirmation that the Gospel is for everyone. There’s not a color, shape, accent, 
or otherwise that’s excluded. Which is one of the greatest incentives for missions in all the 
Bible. One of the greatest encouragements to go and declare it. It’s the power of God for 
salvation, and the guarantee. Affirmed right here. Jesus is saving people from every 
nation. 
 
And he’s saving us . . . 
o To form a kingdom 
You ransomed people for God [v10] . . . and you have made them a kingdom. A cohesive 
realm under his rule and reign. You say, “Wait a second. I don’t see any kingdom. All I 
see is a mess.” That’s because it’s right here (heart). And right here (church). Jesus is 
worthy to complete God’s plan for the future, because he’s bringing it about right now, in 
the hearts and lives and churches of those who know and follow him. Know and love him. 
 
Which makes his kingdom already, and not yet. Already in us, but not yet over the world. 
He’s sovereign over all, in control; but not all follow him. His rule and reign is not yet 
complete. For now, it’s the church. He’s saving the world to form a kingdom in us. 
 
And that kingdom, is comprised . . . 
o Of devoted worshipers 
Or priests as it says in v10. You have made them a kingdom and priests to our God. 
Corporately we’re a kingdom, and individually we’re priests. Every single one of us. 
Priests to our God. Mediators, ministers, ambassadors, worshippers. That’s the idea. 
 
Jesus is saving the world to form a priesthood of believers. A fellowship of devoted 
worshippers, who are privileged to approach God directly and worship him continually. 
Just like the priests of old. They worshipped God, in the presence of God, non-stop. Even 
living in the temple. And they proclaimed God to others every chance they got. They 
ministered on his behalf, all the time. 
 
The same should be true of us. Temples of the Holy Spirit and priests to our God that we 
are. Jesus saves us to be devoted worshippers. 24/7/365. 
 
Worshipers, from every nation . . . 
o Who lead by serving  
That’s the last part of this song. Jesus is worthy to carry out God’s plan for the future, 
because he’s doing it in the present. V10 – You have made them a kingdom and priests to 
our God, and they shall reign on the earth. Just like we saw in chapter 2 (v26); and will 
see in chapters 20 and 22. 
 
We will share in the Millennial reign of Christ. With a heightened ability to determine 
right from wrong and better from worse. And far-reaching authority to lead and make 
decisions. Not in a strong-arm sort of way, but lovingly and graciously as servants. Just 
like Jesus. He came as a servant-leader, not a dictator. He led by influence, not decree. 



And because that example remains, and will for all eternity, we will do the same.  
 
Jesus is worthy to carry out God’s plan for the future, because he’s doing it now. Saving 
people from every nation, to form a kingdom of devoted worshippers, who lead by 
serving.  
 
And then last, the second main point of this chapter, from v11-14, is that . . . 
2. Jesus is worthy to receive our worship (v11-14) 
Jesus is worthy to carry out God’s plan, and Jesus is worthy to receive our worship. A 
point so obvious and so common it barely needs explanation. 
 
After hearing the new song, John writes in v11 – Then I looked, and I heard around the 
throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering 
myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands [a countless multitude; that’s the idea], 
[12] saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and 
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” This is the pinnacle of 
the chapter. Worthy is the Lamb! 
 
Not that this is a list of things Jesus needs but doesn’t have; like power, wealth, and 
wisdom. But an all-encompassing ascription of praise and adoration, with every applicable 
word we can possibly find. To say, “You have it all, Jesus, and you’re worthy of more.” 
All the power in the universe, and more. All the wealth in the world, and more. All the 
honor and glory, and more. All the praise we can muster, and infinitely more. 
 
Ø No wonder all creation joins in. [13] And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, [everything with the breath of 
life] saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb [God the Father and God the 
Son; both] be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 
 
If any doubt remains as to co-equal status of the Father and Son, this should remove it. If 
any question lingers as to the divinity of Christ, this should settle it. Otherwise it’s the 
worst example of idolatry in all the universe. “To him who sits on the throne [God the 
Father] and to the Lamb be . . . honor and glory . . . forever and ever!” 
 
Why? Because he’s worthy. Worthy of our worship, for all eternity. 
 
[14] And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” [and all God’s people said, “Amen!”] 
and the elders fell down and worshiped. More. 
 
Hold fast, and worship. Because the Lamb, is worthy. 
 
Prayer – Oh Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth. How exalted above the 
heavens. How worthy of our praise. That’s our heart, God. With all the host of heaven we 
say, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain.” Hear our prayer and receive our worship. 
 
You are loved 
 


