
Worthy Is The Lamb (Part 1) – Rev 5 
After a couple of weeks away, it’s good to be back. Absence makes my heart grow fonder 
for sure. Welcome. Thankful for Garth and Grady who preached in my absence. Faithful 
men who rightly divide and deliver the Word themselves. 
 
In addition to some rest, Becky and I visited some of our global partners in Mexico. And 
walked away very encouraged. When we returned, we welcomed a new grandson to our 
family. William David. The third son of our oldest daughter, and our 5th grandson. We’re 
thankful to God for that, thankful for some rest, and thankful to be back. 
 
Ø Rev 5 We’ve been studying the book of Revelation under the theme of Hold Fast. Hold 
fast until I come, Jesus said. Persevere to the end. It’s the reason for the entire book. That 
we would keep the faith until he returns. 
 
And a few weeks ago, we finished chapter 4. The first shift in the book of Revelation from 
earth to heaven. Chapters 1-3 recount the letters to the churches, and chapters 4 and 5 
describe worship in heaven. One of the most exalted, comprehensive expressions of 
unrestrained praise in all the Bible. 
 
And the focus in chapter 5, is Jesus. The Lamb of God. Driving home the point that he’s 
worthy of our worship. Worthy is the Lamb. 
 
And the reasons are about as foundational as it gets. Miss this, and you’ll be left 
scratching your head as to why Jesus is worthy of anything. But see it, and embrace it; and 
your worship will bloom right along with your knowledge. 
 
Ø Rev 5. 
[1] Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written 
within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. [2] And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming 
with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” [3] And no one 
in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, [4] 
and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look 
into it. [5] And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven 
seals.” 
 
[6] And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a 
Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which 
are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. [7] And he went and took the scroll 
from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. [8] And when he had taken the 
scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, 
each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
 
[9] And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its 
seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every 
tribe and language and people and nation, [10] and you have made them a kingdom and 
priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 
 
[11] Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders 
the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, [12] 

saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and 
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” [13] And I heard every 
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, 
saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory 
and might forever and ever!” [14] And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the 
elders fell down and worshiped. (ESV) 
 
Kind of sounds like the Revelation Song we just sang, doesn’t it? In fact, it’s largely based 
on Rev 4 and 5. “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God 
Almighty.” With all creation, every people and nation, sing a new song. What a great way 
to put this text into practice. 
 
And the gist of it comes down to two main thoughts. Two thoughts, meant to increase our 
awe, fortify our faith, and fuel our worship. 
 
The first is this: 
1. Jesus is worthy to carry out God’s plan (v1-5) 
That’s the first thought. The point of v1-5. He’s worthy to carry out God’s plan for the 
future. Namely, the judgment and redemption of the world. 
 
V1. After witnessing the worship of God in chapter 4, John says – Then I saw in the right 
hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and on the back, sealed 
with seven seals. 
 
In John’s day, most writing was done on scrolls; scrolls of papyrus. A thick, somewhat 
stiff paper, made from the inner portion of the papyrus plant. And everyone from scribes 
to historians would paste sheets of papyrus together, to form one long sheet that they 
rolled into a scroll. In John’s vision, God was holding one of these. 
 
But this one was unique. It had writing on both sides. Which was nearly impossible in 
those days. Because Papyrus sheets were assembled by laying slender strips of papyrus 
side by side, and then gluing another layer of strips on top, in a perpendicular manner. So 
one side was comprised of horizontal strips, while the other side was vertical. And if you 
tried to write horizontally on the vertical side, your penmanship would look like mine. It 
was just too bumpy. So most scrolls contained writing only on one side. Indicating that 
this scroll was unique. 
 
Not only that, but it contained an unusually large amount of information. If it was typical 
of scrolls in John’s day, it would have been 20-30 feet long. That’s a lot of information. 
Doubly so with writing on the back. It was unique and full. 
 
Ø And if that wasn’t enough to alert John to its special nature, the seven seals certainly 
would have. Because seals were most often used to prevent the premature opening of 
documents. Like a will in those days. It was sealed with a wax stamp, to conceal the 
contents and prevent premature implementation. Premature opening. 
 
Plus, seals were used to prevent unauthorized opening of scrolls. Premature opening, and 
unauthorized opening. Only someone with the proper credentials could break a seal. Like 
a judge or executor. They had to have authority, and they had to have power. Power, 
because it was also their responsibility to enact the will; carry it out. 



So a scroll with seven seals, a symbol of perfection, indicates that only someone perfect 
could open it. Someone with impeccable credentials. Someone with ultimate authority. 
And sufficient power.  
 
Especially so, because the contents of the scroll, this scroll, contained instructions for the 
end of the world. The purposes and plans of God to judge the world, preserve his people, 
and make all things new. And we know that, because chapter 6 starts with opening one of 
the seals, and what follows is The Great Tribulation. The beginning of the end. 
 
So this was no humdrum scroll; run of the mill. It was the plan of God, in all its detail, for 
all to come. Requiring someone perfect and powerful to carry it out. 
 
Ø No wonder John began weeping. He knew the standard was infinitely high, and nobody 
was found. V2. 
 
[2] And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice [indicating the importance of 
the appeal, and the extent to which he was casting it; to all creation], “Who is worthy to 
open the scroll and break its seals?” [In other words, who has the credentials to know 
God’s plan and carry it out? Who has the ability to bring this age to a close, defeat the 
powers of evil, and usher in perfection for all eternity? Who?] [3] And no one in heaven 
or on earth or under the earth [an expression for all creation] was able to open the scroll 
or to look into it [no one answered the call], [4] and I began to weep loudly because no 
one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. 
 
No one had the authority. No one had the power. Having been promised by Jesus in 4:1 
that he would show John what must take place after this, it didn’t look good. Having heard 
Jesus talk of a future when he walked the earth, and a place he was going to prepare (Jn 
14:3), his hopes were dashed. No more eternal life, no more resurrection body, no more 
relief from persecution, no more new earth, no more nothing. The call went out and no one 
was found. 
 
Do you treasure the promises of God like that? To give you a future and a hope (Jer 
29:11)? Would you be crushed like John if it was in question? If not, you have to wonder 
about your belief; or lack thereof. You have to wonder about the things you treasure and 
hope for. What you long for and love. John wept. Loudly.  
 
Ø Until v5. Take a look. And one of the elders said to me [one of the 24 souls of departed 
saints in chapter 4, who represent us before God], “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its 
seven seals.” Weep no more he said, because Jesus is worthy. Jesus can open the scroll. 
Jesus can carry out God’s plan. 
 
You say, “Wait a second. Where do you see Jesus in that verse?” Behold. Jesus is the Lion 
of the tribe of Judah. Jesus is the Root of David. That’s who the angel is referring to. 
Confirmed by the next two verses when John saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been 
slain, with all the attributes of God’s Son. Obviously Jesus. 
 
But we don’t even need that. Not if we know our Bibles. We know that Jesus is the one in 
v5, because of the titles used, and what he’s done. Namely, the Lion of Judah and Root of 
David, who conquered sin and death. Defeated them. Overcame them. 

It’s the first of three reasons he’s worthy to carry out God’s plan in the last days. That’s 
the flow of thought here. Jesus is worthy to carry out God’s plan for the end . . . 
 
• Because he conquered sin and death (5) 
V5 again. Behold [the elder said], the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has 
conquered. Conquered what? Sin and death. Like it says in 1 Cor 15:56-57 – The sting of 
death is sin [sin is the sting that leads to death], and the power of sin is the law [the Old 
Testament Law shows us our sin, increases our sin, and punishes our sin]. [57] But thanks 
be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through the work of 
Christ to reverse the sting of sin and break the power of sin. Conquering both. 
 
He conquered sin and he conquered death. Rom 6:9 – We know that Christ, being raised 
from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. He 
conquered it. He beat it. Making him worthy to carry out God’s plan for the end. 
 
What’s more, he conquered sin and death . . . 
o As the Lion of Judah 
Jesus is worthy to carry out God’s plan, because he conquered sin and death as the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah. The promised Messiah with divine power. The anointed one of God 
with all his authority. That’s the idea of a lion. He’s powerful. He’s in charge. And Judah 
is the tribe of ancient Israel from which this lion descended. 
 
It's an expression that originated all the way back in Gen 49. And reiterated by the 
prophets before it was fulfilled by Jesus. But it wasn’t until John, here in Rev 5, that all 
the pieces were put together in a title. Let me see if I can show you. 
 
Ø In Gen 49:8-10, Jacob is blessing his sons at the end of his life. The men who became 
the heads of the 12 tribes of Israel. And he said to Judah . . . 

[8] “Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your 
enemies; your father’s sons [your brothers] shall bow down before you. [9] Judah is a 
lion’s cub; from the prey, my son, you have gone up [you’ve conquered]. 
[And then it’s like he looks into the future and tells what he sees.] He stooped down; he 
crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him? [Somebody from Judah’s 
tribe would lower himself, stoop down, and then show his lion-like power.] 
[10] The scepter [a symbol of kingdom sovereignty] shall not depart from Judah, nor 
the ruler’s staff from between his feet [someone from Judah’s line would rule the 
kingdom], until tribute comes to him [until he receives the glory and honor he 
deserves]; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples [the nations]. 

A lion-like ruler, all-powerful, would rule and reign forever.  
 
Then, it’s reiterated and expanded by the prophet Micah (Micah 5:2-5a). In that famous 
Christmas passage. 

[2] But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah [Bethlehem in the region of Ephrathah; in the tribe 
of Judah], who are too little to be among the clans of Judah [too insignificant to be 
noticed], from you shall come forth for me [God says] one who is to be ruler in Israel 
[like we saw in Gen 49], whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days [in God’s 
plan from the beginning]. . . . 
[4] And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the 
majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall 
be great to the ends of the earth. [5] And he shall be their peace. 



What Jacob prophesied in Gen 49, Micah reiterates and expands. That someone from the 
tribe of Judah, someone with immense power and authority, would rule the earth. And 
sure enough, Jesus came along, born of Judah’s lineage (Mt 1:3), in Judah’s territory; the 
city of Bethlehem. And having conquered sin and death, he’s now gathering his people, 
and shepherding them in the strength of the LORD. The Lion of Judah. (5)***** 
 
No wonder the elder in John’s vision referred to Jesus like that. It’s a shorthand title that 
sums up a host of prophecies and characteristics. Assuring us that Jesus is indeed worthy 
to carry out God’s plan. He has the credentials, he has the authority, and he has the power. 
 
But that’s not it. He’s also worthy because he conquered . . . 
o As the Root of David 
V5 again. Weep no more [the elder said]; behold . . . the Root of David has conquered. 
Another title that packs a big punch. Conveying that Jesus is the pre-existent source and 
foundation of God’s kingdom. 
 
This one starts in 2 Sam 7. Where God promises King David, a thousand years before 
Christ, that he would raise up David’s offspring, and establish his throne, his kingdom, 
forever (2 Sam 7:12-13). And it started strong. Until Solomon, David’s son died, and the 
kingdom split. Eventually being overthrown entirely. 
 
But those who feared God never lost hope. The remnant held fast. In part, because of bold 
prophets like Isaiah. Who said in Is 11:10 . . . 

In that day [the day of Christ’s return; when the wolf will dwell with the lamb and the 
earth is full of the knowledge of the LORD (9); that’s the context] the root of Jesse 
[David’s father], who shall stand as a signal for the peoples [a light for the world; a 
neon sign that says “God’s kingdom has come!”]—of him [this root of Jesse; this signal] 
shall the nations inquire, and his resting place [not his burial, but the place of his 
presence] shall be glorious. 

 
Don’t fret, Isaiah says, because the one behind the promise of God’s kingdom, the root, 
the one who makes it happen, will come. And when he does, it’s going to be awesome.  
 
And lest you think I’m reading into it, the Apostle Paul says the same. In Rom 15:12. 
Summarizing the entire chapter of Isaiah 11, he writes . . . 

Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles [the 
world]; in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

 
Paul reminds us that Jesus came to offer hope, and rule the world. And in the midst of his 
vision of heaven, John is reminded that it’s true. The Root of David is at hand. And 
because he conquered sin and death, he’ll conquer the rest of those opposed to God’s 
kingdom, and bring it about. 
 
He’s already doing it in the hearts and lives of those who know and love him; and he’ll do 
it in the world when he returns. He’s able, and he’s worthy. 
 
So whatever you do, don’t miss it. Don’t miss him. Behold the Lamb. Behold the Lion. 
Right now. And hold fast.  
 
Prayer – Lord, instead of weeping, we rejoice. Confident that you’re in control, and able to 

open the scroll. You’re worthy, and we’re thankful. We pray in Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
You are loved 


