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INTRO: 
Jumping midstream into Romans.  
Pastor and author John Piper calls Romans the greatest letter ever written; and it 
took him 8 yrs. to preach through the entire book.  
 
Martin Luther called the book of Romans the “purest gospel”. 
Romans was the spark that lit the fire for the Reformation.  
Romans is about the grandeur of the gospel. 
 
The first two verses of Chapter 12 gives us insight into how we are to live in light 
of the gospel. Fully devoted.  
 
Paul starts with our relationship with God. He starts with what our response to 
God’s amazing work in our life should be.  
 
A fully devoted life… 

• Starts with the right foundation This is what Paul has done with 
his incredible letter (1a) I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God 
 
As Paul often does, he uses this key word therefore…to make his transitions.  
He’s making the transition from deep doctrine to practical application(Chap.12-
16). He says, because of what I just got done writing and explaining, now do 
this… Paul is taking the learning and moving it into living.  
 
Paul is appealing to, urging, commanding the believers by the mercies of God. 
That’s what Paul calls the amazing truths and realities of the previous chapters.  
And though we can look directly back to chapter 11 for some support of the 
therefore, I think his appeal is based on all of the previous 11 chapters and helps 
us to understand what he means by the mercies of God.  
 
The idea of mercy covering both what God is withholding from us, His wrath, but 
also it encompasses the compassion and grace of God through Jesus to us. Which 
is the gospel in case you were wondering.  
 
Why does Paul look back in order to move forward? Because you can’t build a 
house without first having a good foundation.* 
The doctrine of salvation is the foundation that Paul has poured. Other key 
doctrines for sure exist in this letter, but primarily the doctrine of salvation.  
 
There can be no other foundation, and no greater purpose, for a fully devoted life 
than the amazing work of Christ and all he has done for and in us. 
It’s only possible because of God saving us. It only continues because God is 
saving us.  

Paul makes his appeal based on two things that we can pull from these first 11 
words of verse 1.  

The knowledge of and worship from God’s mercies.  
Let’s start with the knowledge of God’s mercy. 
 
Again, God’s mercies carries us back to what Paul has been laying out.  
And if Paul is basing our life’s response on doctrine, then we better know what 
that doctrine is.  
Truths like, the depravity of man, atonement, justification, redemption, God’s 
preservation of believers, sanctification, God’s sovereign choice, our future hope.  
Certainly, that’s not all of them. 
 
How well do you know these doctrines? May I put forth that if salvation is truly 
the most amazing, inconceivable, and important event of a life; shouldn’t we 
know as much as we can about it? 
 
Shame on us, if we know more about our favorite sports team, or our hobby, or 
the current politics or the latest conspiracy theory, than we do about the richness 
and depth of how and why we were saved.  
 
We need to have a solid Biblical understanding of our salvation. I really believe 
that everyone who names the name of Jesus should be able to articulate what it 
means to be saved by Jesus. At least have a cursory grasp on Biblical concepts 
and doctrines.  
 
I’m not saying you need to be able to teach a seminary class. I’m not even saying 
go to seminary.  
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no 
need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. 2 Tim. 2:15 
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But it can’t just stop with knowledge. Please don’t gather information and walk 
around like a giant bobblehead. A fat head. All information and nothing else. 
 
The knowledge of and the foundation from these truths are the very bedrock for 
our worship in a fully devoted life. Our knowledge of God and His plan of 
salvation fuels our worship. No knowledge. No worship. Little knowledge. Little 
worship.  
 



We need to know AND worship from these truths. This is where Paul found 
himself back in chapter 11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his 
ways! 
We have to know what God’s Word says about salvation. We need to be great 
thinkers about these eternal matters. And we also need to allow our worship to be 
fueled by the glories of God’s mercy.   
 
The incredible, unsearchable, and overwhelming mercies of God.  
It’s the only foundation worth building and living on.  
 
A fully devoted life… 

• Involves offering God everything (1b) I appeal to you therefore, 
brothers, by the mercies of God to present (offer, to place at one's disposal) your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy (set apart/ consecrated) and acceptable to God 
which is your spiritual worship 
 
Again, Paul says, because of what I just got done writing, now do this… 
Do what? Offer your body. You offer yourself to God who has the power and 
authority to make use of it as he chooses.  
 
God saves us not so we can continue being and living as before. Rather, we are 
saved in order for God to have a people who are holy, set apart, for him.  
He is calling on us to present the entirety of our self to him for His glory and for 
His use.  
Far more than salvation simply being about what we can only get from God; this 
is about God getting all of us. He doesn’t just want something from us. He wants 
us.  
Why? Because God wants us to… 
 Image him to others 

Use our eyes to see a need and meet it 
 Touch a life with God’s love 
 Listen with a compassionate ear to others 
 Speak truth and encouragement 
 Proclaim the gospel 
 Bear one another’s burdens 
That’s how.  
  
He wants us to offer him everything. And not as an attempt to pay God back. 
That’s not a thing and can’t be done anyway.  
But out of gratitude. The gospel is grace and our life must be gratitude.   
 
And the greatest and best way to show our gratitude to the God of grace is offer 
him everything. The greatest no-brainer of life is to fully devote our life to the one 
who gave us life.  
It’s the most sensible and logical response we could have. 

I think offering God everything involves at least two things—remembering/ 
surrendering 

1. Remember: you are not your own anyway. 1 Corinthians 
6:19-20 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within 
you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with 
a price. So, glorify God in your body.  
The Christian can never chant “my body, my choice” not just in pro-life matters, 
but literally in all matters of life.  
 
So, we glorify God with our bodies, by what we say or don’t say; what we look at 
or don’t look at; where we go or don’t go; what we listen to or don’t listen to 
…and on and on it goes.  

2. Surrender: As in surrender your will and agenda. Stop fighting for control 
with a sovereign God. We can’t offer our life and then hold on to it. Even 
if it’s just a piece of it. It’s all God’s so surrender all of it to him.  

 
Can we do those things perfectly? Completely? No. But’s that the ongoing goal. 
These verses indicate the ongoing nature of this appeal.  
Paul is saying, “Keep presenting your bodies. Keep being fully devoted.” 
 
We may not do it perfectly or completely, but we can do so genuinely. 
Intentionally. And we can do so from the daily grace God provides.  
 
God desires every one of us as believers to lay our bodies on the altar of our daily 
life. When we do …it’s a living sacrifice.  
Think about your day. Take all that you have to do; the smallest of details of your 
day are never insignificant when they are done for God. 
 
Unfortunately, we tend to classify life, sub-consciously perhaps, as sacred or 
secular. That’s a concept that is not found in the Bible.  
A life consecrated to God makes every moment holy/set apart for him.  
It makes every moment sacred.  
 
A devoted life –is not just meant for Sundays and only during a specific time, but 
every day, everywhere. When that happens, it’s a life that is based on the mercies 
of God and is well-pleasing and satisfying to the God who has saved you.  
 
A fully devoted life… 
Means rejecting conformity (2a) Do not be conformed to this world Don’t be 
conformed to that which stands in opposition to God. That which is passing away. 
That which you have been saved out of. 
 
God says, through Paul, don’t be pressed into the mold or shaped to the world’s 
pattern.  
 
 



The pattern of the world: 
The godless and unbiblical philosophies of this world--how people  think, and 
what they think about—values, beliefs, attitudes and  worldviews of the age we 
live in.  
The worship of this world (me).  
The focus of this world (temporary not eternal).  

 It’s a mindset, it’s a pattern of living and thinking that is incompatible with what 
God wants for his people.     
 
And conforming leaves us looking more like the world than Christ.  
 
Rather a fully devoted life means having a hatred for this world. 
It means not loving the school of thought that everyone subscribes to. 
(1 John 2:15 Do not love the world or the things of the world)  
To love our neighbor as our self, doesn’t mean becoming like them in thought and 
action.  
 
But unfortunately, most times we don’t even realize conformity is happening, do 
we? It’s usually subtle and typically doesn’t look or feel too bad. It creeps in and 
happens without us even realizing it.  
We need to be on guard.  
The pull of the world is real. And it’s strong. It doesn’t need any help from us. 
Even more reason for us to ask daily for God to help us not conform. To walk by 
the Spirit. To be filled with the Spirit.  
 
Because God wants us to be in the world, but not of the world. Sent to the world, 
while not being like the world. Looking like sheep and not goats. Set apart and not 
blending in.  
 
Which leads us to how we can work at doing just that. 
 
A fully devoted life… 

• Works to have a renewed mind (2b) but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect.  
 
Paul pinpoints the mind. Why the mind? Because it represents the control center 
of our life. What we think about becomes what we do. It’s another way of saying 
that the problem with us isn’t first and foremost out there. But in here.  
 
Plus, he is countering the command to not think like the world. Their mind has 
been blinded by the god of this world.  
But, instead we have been given quite literally the mind of Christ. And with it we 
are to think according to God. His Spirit. His Word. Have a mind that is renewed/ 
conformed to Christ.  
 

So here have again the already but not yet aspect of our life. We have been given 
a renewed mind, but we also need to have our minds renewed.  
How do we renew our minds? How do we cooperate with God to sanctify this 
thing?  Paul doesn’t tell us specifically here, but he does in the other letters he has 
written.  
 
Three quick ways we can intentionally work to have a renewed mind.  

• Turn it off: as in evaluate what you’re putting into your mind 
Romans 8:5-6   
For those who live according to the flesh (sinful nature—selfish, worldly, ungodly 
desires) set their minds (thoughts, desires and will) on the things of the flesh, but 
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 
6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 
and peace.  
Hefty passage, but don’t miss the point: We either enable the work of the Spirit in 
our life or we hinder it by what the mind is set on. That which we pursue and set 
our affections on.  
 
Again, what we watch; what we read; what we listen to, who we spend most of 
our time with, will either promote a renewed mind or prevent it from happening.  
Turn it off and make a choice to eliminate that which is not of the Spirit.  
 

• Take it captive: as in take captive every thought 
2 Corinthians 10:5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against 
the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 
The key is not to quit thinking, but to take control of how you think. What you 
think on. Take captive every thought. Captivity is loss of freedom   

It’s preventing ungodly and wrong thoughts to have free reign in your mind.  
It’s seeing it for what it is and refusing to dwell on it. It’s refusing to let it take 

root. 
 
This is not wishful thinking or power of positive thinking. Rather it’s making your 
thoughts submissive to the authority of Christ. If it doesn’t glorify him, take it 
captive. If it isn’t true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, commendable, excellent, 
praiseworthy, then take it captive and better yet destroy it.  
 

• Take it in: it being the Word of God.  
Colossians 3:16a  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly… 
It can only dwell/ stay within you if you have put it in you.  
Read it. Get into the Word. Better yet, let the Word get into you: Meditate and 
memorize.  
 
Begin to purpose in your life to take into your mind what is righteous and 
glorifying to God. And when you do, the junk of the world. And your sinful 
desires will be more and more pushed out.  



*The best weed prevention is a healthy yard. No place for weeds to grow.  
The best conformity prevention is a renewed mind. No place for the world to get 
in.  
And the result of a renewed mind?  

• Transformed—sanctified. We become more like Jesus. and less like the 
world. Not automatically, it’s a lifelong process, but eventually you will 
see and know a difference has begun to take place in your mind. 

How will you know transformation is taking place?   
• You know God’s will. You will desire God’s will. And you will accept 

God’s will for you. that by testing you may discern what is the will of 
God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 
The renewed mind of a believer doesn’t just know God’s will, but also desires and 
accepts the will of God for themselves.  
 
We typically know what God desires for us. Be holy as I am holy he says.  
The problem comes in with us not seeing it as good and necessary for us. We 
don’t fully accept it as the perfect will of God. We don’t really want it.  
Sounds good in the brochure. I just don’t want to sign up for that service thank 
you.  
 
But, when we have been transformed by the renewing of our mind, we begin to 
see that the mercies of God involve him shaping us. Changing us. We begin to 
discern that his will is the best possible thing for us.  
 
And something strange happens. Something supernatural. We begin to want it. 
Ask for it. Seek it. Praise God for it. We begin to accept it by faith knowing that 
he knows best, and it is best. 
  
A fully devoted life; all because of the mercies of God. Giving God everything, 
rejecting conformity, and renewing our minds.  
Let’s build our life on nothing less.  
 
Pray 


