
For Heaven’s Sake (Part 2) – Rev 4:6b-11 
Rev 4:6-11. Rev 4, as we found last week, is a peak into heaven. A peak meant to inspire 
us and prepare us for the coming tribulation. A vision that describes God’s sovereignty, 
glory, and power. For which we should stand in awe for heaven’s sake. 
 
STAND IN AWE: 
Of God’s sovereignty (v1-2) 
Of God’s glory (v3-4) 
Of God’s power (v5) 
That was last week. 
 
 This week, is fall in worship. Stand in awe and fall in worship for heaven’s sake. 
 
FALL IN WORSHIP: 
Because that’s exactly what those in heaven are doing right now. On our behalf. So let’s 
start in v4, and take it a section at a time. 
 
[4] Around the throne [symbolizing God’s sovereignty] were twenty-four thrones, and 
seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden 
crowns on their heads. [Elders, referring to the souls of departed saints, most likely 
representing the totality and unity of God’s people, in worship.] 
 
[5] From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder 
[symbolizing God’s power], and before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, 
which are the seven spirits of God [representing the Holy Spirit], [6] and before the throne 
there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal [conveying beauty and separation; a sea of 
glass]. 
 
[6b] And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of 
eyes in front and behind [symbolizing unrestricted knowledge and insight]: [7] the first 
living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature 
with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight. [8] And the 
four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, 
and day and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty 
[the all-powerful God who reigns over all], who was and is and is to come!” (ESV) 
 
 Based on similar descriptions we find in Isaiah 6 and Ezekiel 1, in their visions of 
heaven, the creatures are angels. Isaiah even calls them such. Seraphim; a type of angel. 
With 6 wings, and some of the same words coming from their mouth. Meanwhile, the 
prophet Ezekiel sees the same faces and eyes. So they’re angels. That’s the easy part. 
 
The hard part, is determining what their appearance means. Their likenesses in v7. And 
the bottom line is, we don’t know for sure. Shown by the 2 dozen different interpretations 
out there; some of them as strange as the description itself. But the fact that there are 4 
different life forms depicted, instead of just 4 non-descript creatures, means some sort of 
different meaning is intended. And I think there’s good reason to suggest the following. 
 
The lion I think, represents unequaled authority. Like lions on earth at the top of the food 
chain; and kings of the kingdom. The ox I think, represents unmatched strength; the 
strongest of the angels. The man, I think represents unparalleled thought. Thought, being 

one of the main characteristics that distinguishes us from animals. And the eagle probably 
represents unhindered freedom; moving about in an unrestricted manner. 
 
Those meanings not only fit what we know of ourselves and animals, but what we know 
about angels in general. And when you put them all together, it seems to imply that one of 
their purposes is to protect the throne. With unequaled authority, unmatched strength, 
unparalleled thought, and unhindered freedom, it seems that one of their purposes is 
protection. 
 
But that’s not it. In fact that’s not even the emphasis. They also exist to lead in worship. 
Calling out day and night, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is 
and is to come!” Without stopping. They never cease to say it (8). That’s leadership. 
Doing something that should be done, so that others follow.  
 
 And they do. V9 – And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks 
to him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, [10] the twenty-four elders 
fall down before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and 
ever. [The angels lead and the elders follow. Falling in worship.] They cast their crowns 
before the throne, saying, [11] “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and 
honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were 
created.”  
 
The creatures lead in worship, and the elders fall in worship. V10. They fall down it says, 
and worship him. An expression of humble adoration. Falling down in worship is a 
heightened expression of humble adoration. 
 
And if those in heaven do it, we should too. Figuratively and literally. We should fall in 
worship figuratively in our hearts and minds, and literally on our knees. Figuratively all 
the time, and literally some of the time. When the occasion allows for it, and the Spirit 
calls for it. 
 
There’s one point to this sermon, and 3 reasons to do it. Fall in worship. Stand in awe, and 
fall in worship. 
 
First . . . 
Because God is holy (8b) 
Fall in worship for heaven’s sake, because God is holy. Just like the angels say. V8b – 
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty.” Repeated 3 times. God is holy. 
 
Unfortunately, it’s largely lost on us, because the concept of holiness is neither intuitive, 
nor significant in our minds. Which is why I love how A.W. Tozer defined it. A pastor in 
the Chicagoland area in the mid-1900’s. 

“Holy is the way God is. To be holy He does not conform to a standard. He is that 
standard. He is absolutely holy with an infinite, incomprehensible fullness of purity that 
is incapable of being other than it is.” (A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy, 105.) 

 
That helps. That helps drive it home. God doesn’t just possess an infinite, 
incomprehensible purity, he is infinitely pure. 
 
 But even that leaves something on the table. Because holiness is more than just purity 



in the Bible. In fact, at the core, it means infinitely set apart. When you strip everything 
else away, holy means infinitely set apart from that which is common. That which is 
tainted by any sort of sin or unrighteousness. Infinitely set apart from even a hint of evil. 
Which leads to the idea of infinite purity. But it starts with being set apart. 
 
Back in the day, Ivory soap was advertised to be 99 and 44/100% pure. 99.44% pure soap. 
Do you know how far that is from the purity of God? The holiness of God? Infinitely far. 
True. The holiness of God is so other, so set apart, it makes soap look like dirt. 
 
Which is why it’s emphasized to the extreme. That’s a second aspect of holiness in the 
Bible. It’s emphasized to the extreme. Like the angels saying here in v8 – Holy, holy, holy 
3 times in a row. It’s a grammatical technique borrowed from the Old Testament, to 
express something in the highest degree possible. Like saying someone is the best of the 
best of the best. Better and different than everyone else by a long shot. 
 
Fall in worship because God is infinitely set apart in his holiness, to the extreme. 
 
 Plus, when we get a sense of such holiness, and see ourselves in light of it, there’s 
nothing else to do but fall. Because it’s overwhelming. Infinitely set apart, to the extreme, 
and overwhelming. Like Isaiah found in his vision that I mentioned. 
 
After hearing the angels cry, “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts,” he said, “Woe is me! 
(Is 6:3-5) In other words, I’m doomed! Undone. Wrecked. Why? Because God’s holiness 
is that overwhelming; that devastating. Opening our eyes to see ourselves as God sees us. 
See ourselves in comparison to him. And his infinite holiness. It’s overwhelming.  
 
3 aspects  that ought to make us fall in worship. Internally and externally. 3 aspects that 
should inspire our awe, and bend our knee. For heaven’s sake and ours. 
 
Fall in worship. Because God is holy, and those in heaven already do. 
 
Second, fall in worship . . . 
Because God is eternal (v8b)   
V8 again – “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” 
Was, as in existing before. God is eternal, existing before. Before all time. Literally. 
Because he existed before the universe was created. Before spacetime came to be. And 
not just for a  year or two, but an eternity before. God existed before anything else existed, 
as far back as you can imagine, times infinity. He never had a beginning. And for that, we 
ought to fall in worship. 
 
Unfortunately, most don’t. Literally or figuratively. Some, because they’ve never thought 
about it, and others because they refuse to believe it. Like Albert Einstein. The famous 
scientist of the 20th century. 
 
After discovering and developing the theory of General Relativity in 1915, he refused to 
believe it. His own theory. He refused to accept that it was true. Because it led to the 
conclusion that there was a beginning to our universe, and therefore, a begin-er. A creator. 
Who existed before, and therefore deserves our worship. So he rejected his own theory. 
Even arbitrarily changing the numbers to change the conclusion. The conclusion of a 
beginning.  

Until Edwin Hubble came along 16 years later, and Einstein saw proof of his theory 
through a telescope. Noticing that the galaxies were moving away from one another, and 
therefore must have been close together at one point. So close, that they had a beginning. 
Just like his theory predicted. 
 
And that beginning, was the moment of creation. When God spoke them into existence, 
and stretched out the heavens the Bible says. Stretched out the space and the galaxies 
within it. Fall in worship, because God was. Eternally existing before. 
 
 And, is. Existing now. “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is the 
angels say (8). God existed before, and God exists now. Despite those who say otherwise. 
Like Frederick Nietzsche. A 19th century philosopher who picked up on the Enlightenment 
thought of the day, and declared that God is dead. Implying that he’s a figment of our 
imagination, and we killed him because he’s no longer needed. We can make our own 
rules, thank you very much. 
 
And then WWI broke out, followed by WWII, and the Korean War, the 6 Day War, the 
Vietnam War, the Gulf War, the Bosnian War, the Syrian War, and now the Ukraine War. 
How enlightened. 
 
Or how about the new atheists of our day? Who live in denial about the intelligent design 
of everything we see? From our goldilocks universe that’s finely tuned for life, to the 
information that’s contained in our DNA. Information whose volume and complexity 
exceeds the most complicated computer code ever written. 
 
Does anybody in the world think a library full of books could just happen? Even over a 
long period of time? Of course not. But evolutionary biologists think our DNA did. And 
evolutionary physicists think our perfectly balanced universe did. 
 
Why? Why live in such denial? Because they know that intelligent design, requires a 
designer. And that designer can be none other than an all-knowing, all-powerful God who 
exists, and deserves our worship. 
 
Look around, and fall in worship. Because God is. Existing now. 
 
 And third, fall in worship because he always will be. Existing forever. “Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” Forever and ever it says 
in v9-10. Twice. God is eternal, existing forever. Meaning there will never be a time when 
God doesn’t exist. He didn’t have a beginning, and he won’t have an end. He will exist as 
far in the future as you can imagine, times infinity. 
 
Let that bring you to your knees. Fall in worship just like the elders in heaven, because 
God is eternal. 
 
And third, the third reason, is his worth. His value. Fall in worship . . . 
Because God is worthy (v11) 
V11 – “Worthy are you, our Lord and God [the elders say], to receive glory and honor 
and power.” Remember Domitian? The Roman ruler who most likely sent John into 
exile? This was his phrase. “Worthy are you, our Lord and God.” To be uttered whenever 
he was in procession. So this is John’s way of correcting the error, and reminding us that 



God is the only one worthy of worship. 
 
Starting with his glory. Fall in worship because God is worthy of glory. The declaration of 
his stunning attributes. Remember? If glory is the stunning display of God’s amazing 
attributes, then offering it, so that God receives it, means declaring it back to him. 
Declaring the truth of what we see and feel, so that his glory is magnified and amplified 
all the more. Fall in worship because God is worthy of glory. 
 
Second is honor. Fall in worship because God is worthy of honor. Exaltation. And there’s 
nothing like bowing before him to show it. Getting low to make him higher. Which we 
most often do with our words and heart. But when we combine it with our posture, it’s a 
touch of heaven. 
 
And even more so when we throw in our lives; our crowns. Representing all we have. To 
cast our crowns before the throne like it says in v10, is to acknowledge that all we have 
comes from God, and belongs to God. Including our abilities, gifts, possessions, and roles. 
It’s an expression of humility and honor. 
 
Third, is power. Fall in worship because God is worthy of power. Worthy to receive it. 
But how can an all-powerful God receive more? By more and more people bending their 
knee in worship and obedience. So that his power is all the more pervasive, and all the 
more apparent. Fall in worship, because God is worthy to receive glory and honor and 
power. (11) 
 
And last, is gratitude. Fall in worship because God is worthy of thanks. Worthy to receive 
that as well. V9 – Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him 
who is seated on the throne, the elders worship. God is worthy of our gratitude. Not just 
felt, but expressed. And shown. 
 
 And notice the one reason for all this. The reason the elders give for the worth of God 
in worship. In the beginning God created. V11 – “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to 
receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they 
existed and were created.” 
 
Fall in worship because everything you see, know, sense, and feel came from God. Even 
the things you don’t see or know. By a decision of his own will, he spoke it into existence, 
out of nothing. And then stretched out the heavens to reveal it. Leaving nothing to chance. 
Including us, and our salvation. 
 
Stand in awe, and fall in worship. Because he’s holy, he’s eternal, and he’s worthy. 
 
Prayer – It’s true Lord. We see it in your Word, we know it in our hearts, and we 
experience it in our lives. You’re worthy. Of all our worship. Forgive us for not showing 
it; or withholding it; or giving it to others. Forgive us for not expressing it like we should. 
We fall down, internally and externally. And lay our crowns at the feet of Jesus. In whose 
name we pray, amen. 
 
You are loved 


