
For Heaven’s Sake (Part 1) – Rev 4:1-6a 
Rev 4. After a few weeks of focusing on Palm Sunday and Easter, we’re back to our study 
of Revelation. But what a great time Easter was. Our services were full, worship was 
electric, and 28 people were saved. Praise the Lord. 
 
I can’t think of a better follow up to that than a return to Revelation and our theme of Hold 
Fast. The reason for the entire book. Hold fast, Jesus said, until I come (Rev 2:25). And 
Rev 4 gives us more reasons to do so.  
 
But it also represents a shift in focus. One of four major shifts in the book. So before we 
get into it, I want to give you an overall outline. 
 
OUTLINE OF REVELATION 
A framework of Revelation to help you understand it. I’ve broken it down into 5 parts: 
Ch 1-3 – Letters to Churches 
Following the introduction, there are 7 letters to 7 first century churches in Asia Minor. 
Representative of all churches. 
Ch 4-5 – Worship in Heaven 
Our starting point today. 
Ch 6-19 – The Great Tribulation 
A 7 year stretch, during which God is going to try mankind, with devastating results. 
Ch 20 – Millennium and Judgment 
The thousand-year reign of Christ on earth, followed by The Great White Throne 
judgment and Lake of Fire. 
Ch 21-22 – Eternal State 
The new heavens and new earth, on which we will dwell with God forever and ever. 5 
parts. To help you understand it and hold fast. 
 
 Which brings us to Rev 4. 
REV 4:1-6A 
Where the scene shifts from churches, to heaven. A peak into heaven. And what a peak it 
is. Meant to inspire us and assure us in light of the coming tribulation. 
 
[1] After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, 
which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show 
you what must take place after this.” [2] At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne 
stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne. [3] And he who sat there had the 
appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the throne was a rainbow that had the 
appearance of an emerald. [4] Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on 
the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on 
their heads. [5] From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of 
thunder, and before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven 
spirits of God, [6] and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. 
(ESV) 
 
 When I went through the Sistine Chapel several years ago, I stood right in the middle of 
the room, and just stared upward. With the famous Finger of God painting on the ceiling. 
And the works of God throughout redemptive history positioned all around it. It was 
amazing. 
 

And the more I stared, taking in the grandeur of it all, the more in awe I was. And the 
more in awe, the more I wanted to stay. Until pretty soon Becky was pulling on my shirt 
whispering, “We have to go!” 
 
That’s the point here in Rev 4. That we would stand in awe of God himself, and never 
stop. Fix our eyes on him and never take them off. Hold fast no matter what. Because 
beholding him makes everything else pale in comparison. Including our fear. 
 
It’s like Corrie Ten Boom said. That famous woman whose family hid over 700 Jews in 
her bedroom during WWII. “Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.” 
 
That’s why chapter 4 is positioned here. Before the events of The Great Tribulation. So 
that we would stand in awe of the one we know, and hold fast in the future. Stand in awe 
of the one who deserves it, regardless of the future. It’s for our sake and his. Stand in awe 
for heaven’s sake. 
 
Starting with his sovereignty. 
Stand in awe of God’s sovereignty (v1-2) 
That’s the first aspect of God that’s highlighted here. His sovereignty; his control. Of 
everything. Symbolized here by a throne. V2 – At once I was in the Spirit [under the Holy 
Spirit’s influence], and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne.  
 
Thrones convey authority and control. So that a king sitting on a throne, is assumed to be 
in control; control of his kingdom. Sometimes allowing events, and sometimes dictating 
them. But firmly in control of all of them. Sovereign. 
 
That’s the gist of this. That God is absolutely sovereign. From the hairs of your head to the 
formation of stars. Working all things [the Bible says] according to the counsel of his will. 
Eph 1:11. All things. And for that, for that kind of sovereignty, we ought to stand in awe 
and never stop. Hold fast and stand firm. 
 
 You say, “Wow. That’s a far cry from chapters 2-3 and the grittiness of church life. 
How did we get to heaven all of a sudden?” V1. After this [after the letters Jesus dictated 
to the churches] I looked [John said], and behold, a door standing open in heaven! 
[Perhaps one of the famous pearly gates; like those described in ch21.] And the first voice, 
which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here.” 
 
“The first voice speaking like a trumpet” is a reference to Jesus; from Rev 1:10. Where 
John first heard the voice of Jesus. I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day [he said], and I 
heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet [strong and clear] (Rev 1:10). And what 
follows is a description of Jesus. It was Jesus there and it’s Jesus here. 
 
And in v1b, he said, “Come up here.” Up here to heaven; where the open door is. That’s 
how we got from the gritty to the glorious. Conviction to awe. 
 
 And then he makes a very important statement. “Come up here, and I will show you 
what must take place after this.” (1b) After what? After the communication to the 
churches. After the letters Jesus just dictated, around 95AD. Indicating that what follows 
in the text, what follows in the book, is future. After this, means sometime after AD95. 
 



I point that out, not because you can’t understand it yourself on any plain reading of the 
text, but because some people make something more of this that isn’t there. Like the 
rapture of the church. 
 
Some people say that John’s spiritual transport to heaven, his vision, is actually symbolic 
of the rapture of believers from the earth; our removal and relocation to heaven. Or that 
we’re raptured in between chapters 3 and 4. Either way, they conclude that we’re not 
around for The Great Tribulation in chapters 6-19. And therefore don’t apply to us. None 
of it. 
 
Except there’s nothing in Revelation to warrant such a view, and plenty to refute it. Like 
the fact that John’s vision is John’s vision. There’s nothing symbolic or apocalyptic about 
it. The symbolism is found in the things he sees and hears in his vision. And arguments 
from silence, or inference, about something as significant as the rapture, are highly 
questionable.   
 
More on that in the weeks to come; but suffice it now to say, this passage has nothing to 
do with the rapture. 
 
 Rather, John is in the Spirit (v2), under his influence, and sees a throne in heaven. Just 
like Isaiah did in his vision of heaven. I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted 
up (Is 6:1). And Ezekiel too. There was the likeness of a throne, he said (Ez 1:26). Just as 
the Sons of Korah, the priests, said in Ps 47:8 – God sits on his holy throne.  
 
But it’s John who sees it the most; dozens of times in Revelation. And the most vividly. 
Symbolizing God’s absolute sovereignty, and inspiring us to stand in awe. That’s one of 
the reasons we stand in worship. To express our awe. And the reason people the world 
over stand for the Hallelujah Chorus of Handel’s Messiah. 
 
In fact, this text is said to be the inspiration for it. (Mounce, 120). Composed in 1741, it 
was performed two years later before the King of England. And as the story goes, the king 
was so inspired by it, that when the Hallelujah Chorus came around, he stood. No doubt in 
awe. Setting a precedent that persists to this day. Take a look. (Video) 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bR0cEOTpYSk – 1:57:28-1:58:10) 
 
For heaven’s sake, stand in awe of God’s sovereignty. 
 
Second . . . 
Stand in awe of God’s glory (v3-4) 
V2b – A throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne. [3] And he who sat there 
had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the throne was a rainbow that 
had the appearance of an emerald. “He who sat on the throne” is God the Father. The one 
who was and is and is to come in v8.  
 
And if he’s anything, he’s glorious. So much so, that instead of trying to describe his form, 
John describes his glory. The beauty and splendor that emanates from his presence. God’s 
glory is the stunning display of his amazing attributes. Some visual, some felt. But all, 
radiating from his presence like heat from a fire and light from a bulb. 
 
That’s the idea of jasper and carnelian. They depict God’s glory. Two precious stones, 

often associated with royalty in ancient times, that glow in the presence of light. Filtering 
and coloring it with beautiful hues of various colors. Reds, oranges, yellows; even greens 
at times. Like the emerald rainbow around the throne. It’s a glorious display of light. 
 
And no wonder. Because God is light the Bible says (1 Jn 1:5). It’s not just a metaphor to 
say he’s righteous; it’s literal. He’s the Father of lights, James 1 says. With whom there is 
no variation or shadow (17). No change and no darkness. Just continuously and fully 
shining forth in such colors and intensity as to be overwhelming and awe-inspiring. 
 
No wonder the Psalmist said – Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty 
are in his sanctuary (Ps 96:6). No wonder Jesus began to shine on the Mount of 
Transfiguration in the presence of God; his face like the sun and his clothes white as light. 
(Mt 17:2). God’s glory is that pervasive and that overwhelming. And from John’s 
description, that beautiful. 
 
Stand in awe of God’s glory . . . 
• Characterized by beauty 
Stunning beauty. Colors we can only imagine. Magnificence John can barely describe. 
Resorting to the appearance of things we know, like stones and rainbows, because the 
actual appearance is out of this world. Like trying to describe a sunset over the ocean, to 
someone who’s never been there. God’s glory is beautiful. 
 
And second here, it’s . . . 
• Honored by heavenly representatives 
V4 – Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-
four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. 
 
It’s a vision of God’s court. The thrones and crowns symbolizing God’s delegated 
authority and responsibility, the white garments indicating purity and holiness, and the 
elders depicting the souls of departed believers, who represent us. 
 
I say represent, because of their number. 24. Most likely representing the totality and unity 
of God’s people. His people under the Old Covenant, led by the 12 tribal leaders of 
ancient Israel; and his people under the New Covenant, led by the 12 Apostles of the 
church. 24 in all, in one court, at one time; to represent the one people of God, and honor 
him. 
 
If that’s not a glory scene, I don’t know what is. And the best thing we can do, is stand in 
awe of God’s glory here, so that they’re truly our representatives there. 
 
 And before we leave this point, don’t miss the contribution of v6 – Before the throne 
there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. As it were, meaning “in a way,” or “having 
the appearance of.” Whether there’s an actual glass floor in heaven, we don’t know. But it 
sure is glorious. We know that. Serving to reflect God’s glory and add to the breathtaking 
majesty all the more. Like a placid mountain lake, reflecting the glory and grandeur of the 
surrounding peaks.  
 
For heaven’s sake, stand in awe. Awe of God’s glory. The stunning display of his amazing 
attributes. Characterized by beauty and honored by those who represent us. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bR0cEOTpYSk


And third . . . 
Stand in awe of God’s power (v5) 
V5 – From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and 
before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God. 
It’s a depiction of God’s power. 
 
Symbolized first by the thunder and lightning, and second by the seven spirits. The Holy 
Spirit as we saw back in ch1 (4). The number 7, seven torches or spirits, describing his all-
knowing, all-powerful perfection and knowledge. He has the power to see and know all 
there is, and act accordingly. And we ought to stand accordingly. In awe. 
 
But it’s the thunder and lightning that makes God’s power palpable; and tangible. Peals of 
thunder. Flashes of lightning. Like the worst thunderstorm you’ve ever seen. (Sound) 
 
 When Becky and I visited Papua, New Guinea in 2009, we stayed with one of our 
missionaries. Whose house sat on a hillside, overlooking the massive expanse of jungle. 
And when I say house, think Swiss Family Robinson. It wasn’t in a tree, but it was on 
stilts. And the floors and walls were made of plywood, while the roof was tin. 
 
And one evening a thunderstorm rolled in across the jungle, the likes of which I’ve never 
seen. The heat and humidity in the jungle is like a powder keg waiting to go off, and it did. 
Lightning struck so often and so close that the house was constantly shaking, and the night 
sky never dark. And for the first part of it, we just stood on the porch in awe. Just 
awestruck. Until it got so close, we didn’t feel safe.  
 
 Which is just like God’s power. First experienced by the Israelites of old, as they were 
camped around Mt Sinai. Ex 19:16-17. 

[16] On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick 
cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp 
trembled. [17] Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they 
took their stand [in awe no doubt; trembling awe] at the foot of the mountain. 

 
What John describes in a vision of heaven, the Israelites experienced here on earth. 
Namely, power. Overwhelming power. Soul-trembling power. Wonder-working power. 
Emanating from the presence of God, and coursing through the air. And because they 
were safe, they stood in awe. 
 
 How much more should we? Safe in the wonder-working power of the blood. With 
nothing to hide and everything to live for. 
 
It’s a view of heaven that ought to bring us to our feet in awe. Awe of God’s sovereignty, 
awe of God’s glory, and awe of God’s power. Moving us, and filling us, and inspiring us 
to never stop. For heaven’s sake, stand in awe and hold fast.  
 
Prayer – Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight. When the clouds roll back as a 
scroll and we see what John saw. In the meantime, fill our hearts and minds with such awe 
that we can’t help but stand. For your sake and ours. How great thou art. Our soul feels it, 
and we sing it. 
 
You are loved 


