
What To Expect With Jesus (Part 2) – Rev 1:9-20 

➢ Rev 1:9-20. We’re a few weeks into our series, under the theme Hold Fast. To 

emphasize the need for perseverance in the last days. One of the main reasons for the 

book of Revelation. 

 

And one of the main themes is Jesus. It’s not only his revelation to us, but he’s the focus. 

And this passage is no different. It’s all about what we can and should expect with Jesus. 

Later and now. Starting with difficulty. That’s what we found last week. 

 

With Jesus expect difficulty (v9-11) 

First . . . 

• From trials and tribulations 

Like John who was on the island of Patmos, on account of the word of God and the 

testimony of Jesus. V9. Which means if we hold to the word of God and testimony of 

Jesus, we’re not exempt. In fact, we should expect trials and tribulation. 

 

Second, expect difficulty . . . 

• From the hard work of ministry. 

Advancing God’s kingdom. Because the ground is hard, the opposition great, and the 

workers few. Third expect difficulty . . . 

• From long waits 

The patient endurance of waiting for God to move. And last, expect difficulty . . . 

• From tough assignments 

Because that’s what kingdom work often requires. 

 

➢ Which brings us to Part 2, and two more expectations. Look at v12. 

[12] Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me. First he heard, then he saw. A 

pattern repeated several times in Revelation. Where the seeing explains and clarifies the 

hearing. It’s a very important pattern, and crucial for properly interpreting Revelation. 

Especially when we get to ch7. 

 

I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden 

lampstands, [13] and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a 

long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. [14] The hairs of his head were white, 

like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, [15] his feet were like 

burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 

[16] In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, 

and his face was like the sun shining in full strength. [17] When I saw him, I fell at his feet 

as though dead. (ESV) 

 

With Jesus expect to be floored (v12-17a) 

Expect to be overwhelmed. Amazed. Awestruck. Just like John was in v17. When I saw 

him, I fell at his feet as though dead. He was floored. Because that’s what infinite power 

does. That’s what searing holiness does. That’s what reverence leads to. 

 

If you’re not floored by Jesus, at least metaphorically, you haven’t encountered Jesus. Not 

up close. Not with the eyes of your heart. Because he’s that amazing. That incredible. That 

overwhelming. 

 

Just like John describes. V12 again. I heard a voice, and on turning I saw seven golden 

lampstands [I’ll come back to that later], [13] and in the midst of the lampstands one like 

a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 

 

The robe and sash probably symbolize his dignity and authority; like many earthly 

authorities at the time. And the phrase, one like a son of man, refers to his anointing by 

God, as our Savior; our deliverer. 

 

With Jesus, expect to be floored . . . 

• By his divine anointing (13) 

His special choosing and empowerment by God, as our Messiah; the anointed one. 

 

It goes like this: son of man comes from an Old Testament prophecy in Daniel, that one 

like a son of man would come from God, be anointed by God, and rule over all. Chosen 

and empowered. 

 

Daniel 7:13–14a – “I saw in the night visions [Daniel says], and behold, with the clouds 

of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was 

presented before him. [Probably referring to the ascension of Jesus in the clouds, and his 

appearance before God the Father, the Ancient of Days.] [14] And to him was given 

dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve 

him. 

 

Often times the description son of man in the Old Testament simply refers to a person’s 

humanity. We’re sons of men. But in Daniel 7, it’s a reference to a person’s identity. In 

this case, his identity as the Messiah; the Christ; the anointed one. 

 

In fact, during intertestamental times, Son of Man became synonymous with Messiah. 

Which literally means anointed one. Someone chosen and empowered for special 

purposes. 

 

And that someone of course, is Jesus. Not just because he fits the description here in Rev 1 

or Dan 7,  but because Son of Man is the most common title he used for himself. 

 

So when John quotes Daniel 7, saying that he saw one like a son of man, he’s referring to 

Jesus as our Messiah, anointed by God. Chosen and empowered to save our souls, build 

his kingdom, and intercede for us. He’s the one. 

 

Make sure you open your eyes and see him. Get on your knees and worship him; high and 

lifted up. And expect to be floored. Just like John, and Isaiah, and everyone else who’s 

ever beheld him. 

 

Second, expect to be floored . . . 

• By his piercing insight (14) 

V14 – The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. Probably referring to 

his purity, and his wisdom. White often symbolizes purity in Revelation, and white hair is 

usually associated with age and wisdom. Jesus is pure and wise. And his eyes [v14b] were 

like a flame of fire. Probably indicating a piercing omniscience. Able to see right through 

us. Past our facades and into our souls to know everything about us. 

 

He sees it all and knows it all. Good and bad. And acts accordingly with perfect wisdom. 



In ways that are so much higher than ours, we can’t fathom it. Oh, the depth of the riches 

and wisdom and knowledge of God! (Rom 11:33a) 

 

I’m floored by that. Floored by the fact that he knows what I need before I do. And knows 

my motives better than I do. And sees my sin more clearly than I do. Piercing insight. 

 

God forgive us. Forgive us of our sin. Forgive us for our secrets and motives. Open our 

eyes to see yours. And our heart to receive yours. Floor us with your piercing insight, we 

pray. 

 

We shouldn’t just expect to be floored, we should want it. Because that’s where the grace 

is. The mercy. 

 

➢ V15 – His feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, [probably indicating 

power and stability], and his voice was like the roar of many waters [full of power and 

authority]. [16] In his right hand he held seven stars [I’ll come back to the stars, but his 

grasp of them is a symbol of sovereignty and control], from his mouth came a sharp two-

edged sword [symbolizing divine judgment], and his face was like the sun shining in full 

strength [glorious and bright and full of life]. 

 

With Jesus expect to be floored . . . 

• By his power and glory (15-16b) 

His anointing, his insight, and his power. Illustrated by the overwhelming power of his 

voice (15b). If you’ve ever been to Niagara Falls and taken one of those boat rides, you 

know the roar of many waters. You know the power. You can feel it. Literally. 

 

Like the time in college when I stood 75 yards from a Harrier Jet taking off; the ones that 

could take off vertically by swiveling their thrusters. It was like my chest was the face of a 

speaker; just vibrating with power. And every eye was on it. Not my chest, the jet. Not a 

single person could look away. It commanded attention just by the power of its sound. So 

too the voice of Jesus. It’s that powerful. 

 

➢ But that’s only part of it. The other part is his divine judgment. Described as a sharp 

two-edged sword coming out of his mouth (16b). Referring to his words. Precise, 

unstoppable, and unavoidable. So in one sense the voice of Jesus powerfully commands 

our attention; and in another, it powerfully defeats his enemies. That’s the idea. Jesus 

created this world by speaking, and he’ll defeat and destroy it by speaking. He’s that 

powerful. 

 

And, glorious. His face [v16] was like the sun shining in full strength. Blindingly glorious. 

Blindingly brilliant. Never to be eclipsed. Never clouded. 

 

➢ You know that old worship song, “I Can Only Imagine?” 

Surrounded by Your glory; What will my heart feel? 

Will I dance for you Jesus; Or in awe of You be still? 

Will I stand in your presence; Or to my knees will I fall? 

Will I sing hallelujah? Will I be able to speak at all? 

I can only imagine. 

 

The fact is, it’s probably going to be all the above. But I’m pretty sure we’re going to start 

on the floor. The Apostle John did, and he had already walked and talked with him for 3 

years. It’s going to be our first sighting. And I’m pretty sure our hearts will feel his power 

like nothing we’ve ever felt before. And our souls his glory like nothing we’ve ever 

experienced. 

 

Some of which we should expect and experience now. Every time we worship together. 

Every time we pray. Every time we read the Bible. Every time he leads. We can imagine, 

because his power, glory, insight, and anointing is true now. Expect it. 

 

➢ V17 – When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on 

me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, [18] and the living one. I died, and 

behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. [19] Write 

therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take place 

after this. [20] As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the 

seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the 

seven lampstands are the seven churches. 

 

The third expectation is confidence. 

With Jesus expect confidence (v17b-20) 

Not self-confidence. Not the world’s kind of confidence. Where you can do it if you just 

believe in yourself. That’s the kind of blah-blah you get at a graduation ceremony. “Class 

of 2022, if you can dream it, you can do it. You’re awesome.” I’m not talking about that 

kind of confidence; the garbage kind. 

 

I’m talking about confidence in the person and plan of God. Confidence in the strength he 
provides. Confidence in his protection. Confidence to do what he wants you to do. Not 

what you want, but what he wants. 

 

Like Jesus told John in v19 – Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are 

and those that are to take place after this. That’s what Jesus wanted John to do. And it 

was a task for which John had the utmost confidence for 3 reasons. The same reasons we 

can expect confidence. 

 

First . . . 

• Because he’s firmly in control (17b-18) 

V17 – When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, 

saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last. First of all, never underestimate the touch of 

Jesus. A gesture of comfort and empowerment. Like the touch of his Spirit in our souls. 

And when you combine it with his encouragement to fear not, it brings even more 

comfort. 

 

And then there’s the phrase – I am the first and the last (17). The one who’s above all and 

over all. The one who started it all, ends it all, and controls it all. Dispelling our fear and 

offering us confidence. 

 

As does the fact that he’s alive. I am the first and the last, and the living one [v18]. I died, 

and behold I am alive forevermore. We don’t follow a dead leader, a dead god. He’s alive 

and everlasting. A truth not just for Easter but always. Jesus is firmly in control because 

he lives. He lives! And always will. 

 



He’s even in control of death. V18b – I have the keys of Death and Hades; the realm of 

the dead. Which means he’s sovereign over who dies, who doesn’t, and when. Numbering 

our days before we’re ever born. Even sovereign over the powers of darkness who love 

death; love Hades. He holds the keys, in firm control. 

 

Because of which, we can be confident. Confident in life, and confident in death.  

 

Second, expect confidence with Jesus . . . 

• Because he constantly holds us (16, 20a) 

V20 – As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand [a reference to 

v16], and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven 

churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. Jesus offers confidence in the 

person, plan, and protection of God, because he holds us. That’s the idea of stars, or 

angels. 

 

Some people think that angels refers to actual angels, who personify or characterize the 

various churches. Maybe even guard them. And while that could be the case, I think 

angels here refer to the pastors of the churches. For several reasons. 

 

First, the word “angelos” in Greek, simply means “messenger;” and can refer to an angelic 

or human messenger. Like in Mt 11:10, where Jesus refers to John the Baptist as such. 

Behold, I send my messenger, he says; my “angelos.” Second, the word star in the ancient 

world, often referred to major leaders; people. Third, each message in ch2-3 is addressed 

to these angels, as if they represent their respective churches. Much like a pastor does. 

 

Plus, and this is the most compelling part, the angels seem to live in their respective cities 

(Rev 2:13), suffer tribulation and poverty (2:9), do bad works, and are called on to repent 

(2:16). All of which are more fitting for pastors and churches than angels. 

 

➢ So why not just say “pastors?” In his right hand he held seven pastors. Because stars 

and angels both reveal and conceal. If you wanted to protect the various pastors from the 

governing authorities, and their churches as well, this is exactly how you’d write. 

Revealing your meaning to those in-the-know, but concealing it from those who aren’t. 

 

So I think Jesus is saying that he holds pastors, as a way of holding us. Constantly 

protecting, comforting, and yielding confidence. 

 

And last, expect confidence with Jesus . . .  

• Because he’s always with us (v13, 20b) 

V20c – The seven lampstands [Jesus says] are the seven churches. Referring to the golden 

lampstands John saw in v13, with Jesus in the midst of them. Bright shining testimonies 

of who he is and what he’s done. That’s the church. Or should be. 

 

And that’s us. Because by virtue of the fact that there are 7 churches, they represent all 

churches. Which means Jesus is with us. In the midst of us. Right here. Right now. An 

affirmation of what he said in Mt 18:20 – Where two or three are gathered in my name, 

there am I among them. He’s here. Giving us confidence that he who began a good work 

in [us], will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ (Phil 1:6). 

 

If your confidence in life rests on any-thing or any-one other than Jesus, you’re headed for 

disappointment; even disaster. But with Jesus, you can expect confidence and awe. Even 

in difficulty. Hold fast. 

 

Prayer – Lord, increase our awe. Give us a greater glimpse of who you are, what you’ve 

done, and what to expect. Surround us with your glory and fill our expectations. We’re 

confident in your control and floored by your power. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

You Are Loved 

 


