
What To Expect With Jesus (Part 1) – Rev 1:9-20 

Before we get to the Word, it’s Sanctity of Human Life Sunday. A day set aside to mourn 

the anniversary of Roe v. Wade, 49 years ago; and remember the 60 million lives lost to 

abortion so far in our country. And lest you think we’re alone in this, check out this video 

of the March for Life yesterday in Washington D.C. (March For Life 2022) 

 

That’s the positive side. But the negative side, is that we’re not unlike the ancient 

Israelites. Who sacrificed their sons and daughters to the demons it says in Ps 106, and 

poured out innocent blood. We’re pouring out innocent blood. And it says the anger of the 

LORD was kindled against his people [and he] gave them into the hand of the nations. 

How long before that happens to us? Many times he delivered them, but they were 

rebellious in their purposes and were brought low through their iniquity. (Ps 106:37-43) 

 

God help us. Literally. How long can he show us such mercy? Sparing us from what we 

deserve. How long such grace? It’s worthy of our concern, and it’s worthy of our prayer. 

Today and always. 

 

Prayer – Father, forgive us for what we’ve done as a nation, and what we’re doing. We 

mourn the loss of every life, Lord, but especially those that weren’t given a chance. Would 

you change more and more hearts on this issue? Would you awaken more and more 

people to the travesty? Would you grant peace to those who’ve had an abortion and want 

your forgiveness? Those who’ve confessed and pleaded your blood? I know you will. And 

last, would you use the current case before the Supreme Court to restrict the practice of 

abortion? Give them courage, Lord. Make a way we pray. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

 
➢ Rev 1:9-20. We’re a few weeks into our series, under the theme Hold Fast. To 

emphasize the need for perseverance in the last days. It’s one of the main reasons for this 

book. And one of the main themes is Jesus. It’s not only his revelation to us, but he’s the 

focus. His attributes, his coming, his judgment, and his victory. It’s Jesus first, Jesus last, 

Jesus always. 

 

And this passage is no different. It’s all about what we can and should expect with Jesus. 

Not just later, but now. What to expect with Jesus. 

 

➢ But before we get to that, I want to give you a list of things to remember about 

Revelation. In general. It’s a list that will grow over time, and I want to get started. 

 

Things To Remember About Revelation 

1. It’s highly symbolic. 

Revelation is intended to describe characteristics and attributes, not looks. Revealing its 

message to those in Christ, but concealing it from those who aren’t. Then and now. 

 

2. It’s mostly prophetic, but sometimes historic. 

Historic like ch1-3; about some 1st century churches. Or ch12 about the distant past. But 

mostly it’s prophetic; about the future. 

 

3. It’s intended to prepare us and assure us. 

Prepare us, should The Great Tribulation start in our lifetime; and assure us, that even if 

we die, all is well. And if it doesn’t start in our lifetime, it’s intended to prepare us to 

prepare our kids; and grandkids. Just like the church has been doing for 2000 years. 

4. It’s intended to unite us, not divide us or distract us. 

Don’t get distracted from the core, by focusing on the periphery; distracted from the 

message by obsessing over the minutiae. Because the specific meaning of every detail is 

not clear. It’s just not. But the central truths are; the main points. That evil abounds, 

persecution is unavoidable, God is sovereign, Jesus is coming, and we will triumph. Don’t 

get distracted from that.  

 

And for sure, don’t let your differences divide us. Whether you’re a-mill, post-mill, pre-

mill; pre-trib, post-trib, mid-trib, or no-idea-trib; don’t break fellowship over this. Don’t 

let it divide. Argue your position if you must, but do so with a humble disposition, a 

genuine desire to learn, and a commitment to show grace. Because the last thing 

Revelation is intended to do, is divide us. 4 things to remember. 

 

➢ That said, take a look at v9, and let’s see what to expect with Jesus. 

[9] I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient 

endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of 

God and the testimony of Jesus. [10] I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard 

behind me a loud voice like a trumpet [11] saying, “Write what you see in a book and 

send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira 

and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” 

 

These are the 7 churches mentioned in v4; the 7 churches of Asia. (Map of Revelation 

Churches) Asia was a 1st century province of the Roman Empire, and the churches are 

both representative and strategic. Representative of all churches, then and now; and 

strategic because they were distribution centers for the seven postal districts in that area. 
 

It’s a real book, written to real people, in real places. People just like us. Wanting to know 

how things are going to end just like we do. And John starts with a very important point. 

Often avoided in our thinking. 

 

With Jesus expect difficulty (v9-11) 

In a relationship with Jesus, expect adversity. Expect obstacles. Expect trouble. V9 again –  

I, John [once again identifying himself to assure us that this is legit and true], your brother 

and partner in the tribulation, and the kingdom, and the patient endurance that are in 

Jesus. Tribulation, kingdom work, and patient endurance go hand in hand with a 

relationship with Jesus. They’re all a part of being in Christ. Connected to him. In union 

with him.  

 

Not only that, but they imply difficulty. The difficulty of tribulation, because it’s bad. The 

difficulty of kingdom living because it’s opposed. The difficulty of patient endurance 

because it’s hard. Walking with Jesus involves difficulty. There’s no getting around it. 

 

And not just for John, but all of us. Because he’s not just our brother in Christ, but our 

partner. Our partner in all the things that go hand in hand with being connected to Jesus. 

So it’s not just John who’s going through these things, but all of us. Partner implies a 

shared experience. Not only in life to the full and life forever, but difficulty. With Jesus 

expect difficulty.  

 

First . . . 

• From trials and tribulations 



Just like John says in v9 – I’m your partner in the tribulation. The suffering that comes 

with Jesus. Your partner in hardship. Trials. Distress. Trouble. If someone told you that 

salvation means a life of bliss, or that’s what you expected with Jesus; you were wrong 

and they were deceptive. Because the truth is, trials and tribulations are part of the 

Christian life. That’s one of the reasons the “prosperity gospel” is so wrong. “Just give 

your life to Jesus and all your problems will fade away. Including your financial ones.” 

 

Except Jesus said (Jn 16:33) – In the world you will have tribulation. Will have. And 2 

Tim 3:12 says – All who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. And 

how about Acts 14:22? Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. 

Many. And James 1:2 – Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various 

kinds. Not if, but when. And Phil 1:29 – It has been granted to you that for the sake of 

Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake. It’s been granted us 

to suffer. 

 

So John’s not telling us something new, he’s reiterating something true. That with Jesus, 

in a relationship with him, we should expect the difficulty of trials and tribulations. And 

not just later, during The Great Tribulation, but now. The Great Tribulation is just an 

intensification of what the church already suffers; and has throughout history. 

 

➢ Plus, John himself is suffering from trials and tribulations. Exiled on the island called 

Patmos [he says; v9] on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. (Map – 

ESV, 2461) Patmos was a small, rocky island, about 10 miles long and 5 miles wide; 

located 40 miles off the shore of Asia. Their Alcatraz. Not great.  

 
And according to early church history, John was sent there by the ruling authorities 

because his preaching was against the law. Under a guy named Domitian. Ruler of the 

Roman Empire from 81-96AD. 

 

Not just any ruler, Domitian claimed the title “Dominus et Deus.” Lord and God. And he 

had the power to carry it out. He did away with the Roman Senate, he censored free 

speech, he glamorized gladiators, and he persecuted Christians. Because foreign religions 

were only tolerated if they didn’t interfere with the public order, and could be assimilated 

into the Roman cults of the day; including the cult of emperor worship. 

 

That’s how John ended up on Patmos. Having lived and ministered in Ephesus, he drew 

the attention and ire of public officials on account of the word of God and the testimony of 

Jesus; the true Dominus et Deus. He preached the Gospel and suffered for it; trials and 

tribulations. Just like the churches he was writing to, and just like people in our day. From 

Nigeria and Indonesia to Iran and China. 

 

➢ Unfortunately, we think we’re the exception. And strive to ensure it by catering to our 

flesh instead of the Spirit. Living like the world instead of the kingdom. Living for 

ourselves instead of the Lord. Sitting in compliance instead of standing for Christ. That’s 

our M.O. 

 

So that when suffering does come our way, whether from the fallenness of this world or 

the acts of evil people, we’re surprised. Devastated. Crushed. Sometimes to the point of 

shaking our fist at God. “How could you?” 

 

But that doesn’t make us exempt. That doesn’t mean we’re going to see any less 

tribulation. If you’re in Christ, if you’re with Jesus, it’s a part of life. Not that his peace 

doesn’t reign every step of the way. Not that joy doesn’t abound and glory fill our souls. 

But that trials and tribulations on account of the word of God are unavoidable. 

 

Which means if we don’t manage our expectations accordingly, both now and later, we 

won’t hold fast. We’ll give up the ship and show we were never sailors. 

 

With Jesus, expect difficulty. 

 

First from trials and tribulations, and then . . . 

• From the hard work of ministry. 

I think that’s what John’s getting at when he says – your brother and partner in the 

tribulation, and the kingdom. As in the work of Christ to build his church. The command 

of Christ to disciple the saints. The ministry of the Spirit to spread the Gospel. It’s all 

kingdom building. First in the hearts and souls of those who love him, and eventually in 

the world when he returns. 

 

And the kicker, is that Jesus enlists us, to be his hands and feet. His ambassadors. His 

servants. He uses us to build his kingdom. He uses us to do the work. 

 

And it’s hard work. Kingdom work is hard work. Ministry is difficult. Discipleship is 

challenging; even under the best of circumstances. But when the ground is hard, or the 

opposition great, or the workers few, it’s even harder.  

 

Fail to expect that, fail to expect difficulty from the hard work of ministry, and you’ll fail 

to do it. Fail to apply yourself with the gifts and strength God has given you, and you’ll 

fail to bear fruit. 

 

Kingdom work is hard work, and we should expect it. 

 

Third, expect difficulty . . . 

• From long waits 

We are partners it says, in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance. The 

patient endurance of what? Waiting for God to act. Waiting for God to move. Waiting for 

God to lead. Waiting for him to save a loved one; or change your spouse; or bring a 

prodigal home. And certainly waiting for Jesus to return. 

 

Living for Jesus means patiently enduring long waits. And it’s not easy. Because in our 

flesh we want things now, and we don’t trust him. We don’t trust that he’s going to come 

through. So we take matters into our own hands by praying second and acting first. 

Thinking we know better if we think at all. 

 

Instead, we should expect the difficulty of long waits, and embrace it. Watching and 

praying. Sober-minded and happy. Alert with anticipation and hope. Because the Christian 

life is a journey; a long one. And if we don’t expect it, and expect difficulty, we’ll neither 

endure nor be patient. (Ps 27:14) Wait for the LORD [King David said]; be strong, and let 

your heart take courage; wait for the LORD! 

 

Last, expect difficulty . . . 



• From tough assignments 

V10 – I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day [John says], and I heard behind me a loud 

voice like a trumpet [11] saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven 

churches.” The voice of course, being Jesus. Described in the following verses. And in the 

Spirit, meaning under his influence. In this case, a state of mind where he saw visions and 

heard sounds. 

 

That’s a good Lord’s day, wouldn’t you say? If Jesus appeared to you in a vision? The 

Lord’s day referring to Sunday. Indicating that despite his exile, John continued to 

worship. Despite the obstacles and trials, he made it happen. And good things happened. 

Like hearing a loud voice like a trumpet (10). Unmistakable and crystal clear. 

 

God speaks when we worship. Don’t miss that. Don’t miss this. He speaks in our heart, he 

speaks in the songs, he speaks in the message, and he speaks in our fellowship. And you’ll 

never know what he says if you miss this. 

 

➢ That said, the point here is the assignment John was given. V11 – Write what you see in 

a book and send it to the seven churches. How was he supposed to do that? He was in 

exile. On an island, under duress, by himself, closely scrutinized, and on thin ice. 

 

Plus, “Did you say book? At my age?” John had to be pushing 80 or 85. And yet Jesus 

was still calling; still handing out tough assignments. Because that’s what kingdom work 

requires. The ground is hard. The world is fallen. The battle rages. There are no easy 

assignments. There are no easy days. 

 

Not only that, but tough assignments are what we need. To stretch us, and grow us, and 

make us all the more dependent on God. 

 

➢ So we should expect it. Expect the difficulty of a tough assignment. Either in the effort 

it takes, or the longevity it requires. Or both. 

 

Like serving as an usher or parking attendant. It may not be difficult to do once; or twice. 

But to fulfill such an assignment over the course of a lifetime, at your post no matter what, 

week in and week out, is tough. 

 

Same for serving in Coram Deo Kids; or youth ministry. It’s fun; and rewarding; but it’s 

also difficult at times. From the preparation to the patience. And if you don’t expect it, 

you’ll never do it. Not for long. You’ll flame out and bow out. 

 

And it only gets tougher from there. From leading a small group to loving your neighbor. 

Becoming a missionary to working in ministry. 

 

Along with the joy and peace of being in Christ, we should expect difficulty. Along with 

grace, mercy, and love; expect suffering. Because trials and tribulations are unavoidable, 

kingdom work is hard, the wait is long, and the assignments are tough. All the more 

reason to hold fast, until he comes.  

 

Prayer – Lord, fill us with your Word and your Spirit, and manage our expectations. Help 

us to embrace the entire life to which you’ve called us. And live for you no matter how 

hard. For your kingdom and your glory.  

You Are Loved 

 


