
The Apocalypse – Rev 1:1-3 

In the words of Lewis Carroll, “The time has come the walrus said, to talk of many things. 

Of shoes, and ships, and sealing wax; of cabbages and kings.” (The Walrus and the 

Carpenter) He was talking about oysters, I’m talking about Revelation; the last book of the 

Bible. The time has come. 

 

I last preached a series on the end times 14 years ago; 2007. And I’ll incorporate much of 

that into this series. But times have changed. Even since then. The Word of God hasn’t 

changed, but times have. Giving us insight into some of the things found in Revelation, 

that we couldn’t have imagined 14 years ago. Even two years ago. 

 

Intro 

Like how in the world could a mark, the mark of the beast in Rev 13, prevent someone 

from buying or selling in this day and age? “Enlightened as we are.” Who could ever do 

that? Who would ever tolerate it? Embrace it? And yet vaccine passports are here. 

Allowing people to buy and sell; or not. With some people advocating that we use 

electronic versions on our phone, tied to our face; or micro-thin chips implanted in our 

arm. I’m not saying vaccine passports are the mark of the beast, I’m saying they help us 

understand how it could happen. The times have changed. 

 

Same for the internet. Who could have imagined an entity, described in Rev 17 as the 

great prostitute Babylon, the wine of whose sexual immorality the dwellers of earth have 

become drunk? (2) Can you say, “Pornography on the internet?” With which people the 

world over are staggeringly drunk? Addicted to the hilt?  

 
And who would have thought that same entity would be such a source of wealth, that the 

merchants of the earth [would grow] rich from the power of her luxurious living? Rev 

18:3. Can you think of any merchants, any companies, that have grown rich because of the 

internet these days? Times have changed. 

 

And who could have imagined a central marketplace described in Rev 18:12, through 

which people the world over could buy gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, 

silk, scarlet cloth, all kinds of scented wood, all kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of 

articles of costly wood, bronze, iron and marble, cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, 

frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and even 

slaves? (v12-13) Who could have imagined such a thing? Even 20 years ago. And yet it’s 

literally at our fingertips. 

 

So the time has come; to talk about these things. Maybe not shoes and ships and sealing 

wax, but certainly God’s plan for the world, and our role in it. 

 

 Let’s turn to Rev 1:1-3. 

[1] The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things 

that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, [2] 

who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that 

he saw. [3] Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed 

are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. (ESV) 

 

I titled the message, “The Apocalypse,” not because I’m trying to be dramatic, but because 

that’s the second word of the book, and the gist of the entire thing. The revelation, v1, is 

literally the “apokalypsis;” in Greek; the original language. From which we get the 

English word apocalypse. 

 

And while apocalypse eventually came to mean great disaster, or even the final 

destruction of the world; in the first century it simply meant unveiling; or disclosure of a 

message. So the [apokalypsis, or] revelation of Jesus Christ as John used it, simply refers 

to the disclosure of his message. Not the disclosure of Jesus himself, though he’s certainly 

revealed in these pages, but the release or unveiling of what God gave Jesus, to show us. 

It’s his revelation or apocalypse to us. 

 

But sometime shortly after John wrote this book, the word apocalypse took on a broader 

meaning, and became a title for a category of writing. A genre called Apocalyptic 

Literature. Because Revelation, “The Apocalypse,” is the epitome of such literature. 

 

Revelation is apocalyptic 

That’s the first thing you need to know. Not just because it describes the end of the world, 

but because of how it describes it. It’s apocalyptic literature. A type of writing fairly 

common in John’s day. Just like the book of Acts is narrative literature because it tells a 

story; or 1 Kings is historical because it recounts the past; or Psalms is poetic; Revelation 

is apocalyptic. Because of what it describes, and how. 

 

Fail to grasp that, fail to realize and consider that there are different kinds of writing in the 

Bible, and you’ll fail to understand it. Or worse yet, misinterpret it. Especially Revelation. 

You’ll either make too much of it with a wild imagination, or too little with a forced 

literalism. 
 

Mainly, because it’s . . . 

• Highly symbolic 

Revelation is highly symbolic apocalyptic literature. That doesn’t mean it’s a figment of 

John’s imagination; or a fairy tale. It simply means that the visions and word-pictures are 

not intended to describe the actual looks of something, but the actual characteristics. 

 

Like describing Satan as a red dragon with 7 heads, 10 horns, and 7 crowns (Rev 12:3). 

Does that mean he actually looks like a 7-headed dragon in real life? No. It means he’s 

powerful, knowledgeable, and malicious. 

 

Or when Jesus is described as a slain lamb in Rev 5:6, is that what he actually looks like? 

A lamb with a slit throat? No. It’s highly symbolic. Conveying a volume of characteristics 

in one image. A thousand words with one picture. 

 

That’s why v1 says that God gave Jesus a revelation to show us. The revelation of Jesus 

Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants (1a). Because it’s a series of visions, 

that describe a world of truth. 

 

You might even think of them as animated videos; the visions and descriptions in 

Revelation. How else can you describe the indescribable? How else can you describe the 

glories of heaven in ch4-5? Or the worldwide people of God in ch7? Or the unseen 

spiritual realities in ch12? Or the depth of evil in ch17? Or the new Jerusalem in ch21? 

 

God had to use highly symbolic word-pictures. Jesus had to convey it in visions. We don’t 



have the words. It’s indescribable.  

 

 I hope that changes your view of this book. I hope it fires you up to study it. Instead of 

seeing it as a bizarre combination of impossible to understand symbols, I hope you stand 

in awe of the unseen realities it conveys, and glorify God for doing so. And including you. 

 

Apocalyptic literature is highly symbolic because it’s trying to convey spiritual truths in 

physical terms, for which there are no words. 

 

Second, and because of that, it’s both . . . 

• Revealing and concealing   

On purpose. Apocalyptic literature, and Revelation specifically, is meant to both reveal 

truth, and conceal truth. Reveal it to those who are familiar with the symbols and looking 

for truth; but conceal it from those who hate the truth and care less. 

 

Like the Roman political authorities of that day. They not only misunderstood Christians, 

thinking they practiced incest and cannibalism, but hated them for not showing proper 

allegiance to the emperor. Incest, because even married believers called each other brother 

and sister, brother and sister in Christ; and cannibalism, because they professed to eat and 

drink someone’s body and blood. They not only hated the truth, but opposed it. 

 

So how do you communicate it to those how want it? And need it? If you were writing a 

letter to the churches in Iowa under such circumstances, at risk to yourself and them, 

you’d probably use symbols as well. Drawing on Old Testament metaphors and references 

just like John, that you knew would both conceal your message, and reveal it. Conceal it 

to those who are clueless and hateful, and reveal to those who are familiar and searching. 

 

It’s all part of the apocalyptic nature of Revelation. Because of what it describes, and how. 

 

Second . . . 

Revelation is prophetic 

I don’t think that’s a surprise to anyone, but John emphasizes it. The revelation of Jesus 

Christ [v1], which God gave him to show to his servants [his followers], the things that 

must soon take place. Implying that it’s prophetic; futuristic. In fact, John calls it 

prophecy. V3 – Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy. This 

foretelling of the future. It’s prophetic. 

 

But that doesn’t mean it’s in question. Like the forecasts of “experts” in our day. Or the 

prophecies of tabloids on the newsstand. 

 

The prophecy of Revelation is . . . 

• Certain to happen 

Certain. Because (A) it’s from God; and (B) it’s guaranteed. That’s what it says; v1 again. 

This is the revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him. It’s from God. Who knows the 

end from the beginning. Which makes it certain. 

 

And it’s guaranteed, because John says the things being revealed must soon take place (1). 

Not just will take place, but must take place. 

 

Why the emphasis? Because a prophecy from God is that certain. What God has ordained, 

will absolutely happen. What God has planned, will come to pass. 

 

You say, “Okay, but was it relayed faithfully? Passed along accurately?” Well, God first 

gave it to Jesus; pretty safe there. And Jesus gave it to an angel; pretty safe there. And the 

angel gave it to John. V1b – He [Jesus] made it known [this revelation] by sending his 

angel to his servant John. Which is also pretty safe. Because he wasn’t just any old John, 

but the Apostle John. The beloved disciple. One of the 12, and part of Jesus’ inner circle. 

 

Revelation is prophetic, certain, and accurate, because it’s . . . 

• Recorded by the Apostle John 

The one who wrote the Gospel of John, and the letters of 1, 2, and 3rd John. Despite later 

traditions and current critics, that’s the consistent testimony of the early church fathers in 

the 2nd and 3rd centuries. Like Irenaeus, who as a boy knew a guy named Polycarp, who 

was a close associate of John himself. He and others, said that the one who identifies 

himself in v1 as John, is the Apostle John. 

 

Not only that, but his authorship is supported by the very next phrase in v2. John, who 

bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he 

saw. I think that’s John saying, “I’m the one you’re well familiar with as a preacher and 

minister of the Gospel. The one who saw the death and resurrection of Jesus with my own 

eyes.” He’s affirming his apostleship, and therefore the reliability of the prophecy. The 

prophecy from Jesus that he faithfully recorded. Putting into words all that he saw, and on 

paper all that he heard. 

 

 And the year, was most likely 95AD. Once again, that’s the testimony of the earliest 

church fathers. But it also fits the circumstances of the churches he describes, and his own 

situation on the island of Patmos. More on that in v9. 

 

For now, its further evidence that Revelation is prophecy from God and certain to happen. 

Because far from being recorded by a self-appointed guru, with delusions of grandeur; it’s 

the sober account of someone directly commissioned by Jesus, based on what he heard 

and saw directly from Jesus. With nothing to gain and everything to lose for recording it.  

 

That’s the second principle you need to know as we approach this book. Revelation is 

apocalyptic, and Revelation is prophetic. 

 

Third . . . 

Revelation is a blessing 

Straight from v3 – Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and 

blessed are those who hear, and [blessed are those] who keep what is written in it. 

 

Notice it doesn’t say, “Blessed is the one who sees the fulfillment of this prophecy; or 

experiences it for themselves.” It says blessed is the one who reads it; and hears it; and 

keeps it. Indicating that it’s not just the fulfilment of this book that’s a blessing, but the 

very revelation of it; the prophecy itself; just like the prophecies of old were blessings to 

those who looked forward to Jesus’ first coming. Filling them with hope, and managing 

their expectations, and increasing their anticipation. Revelation is a blessing. 

 

But you have to . . . 

• Pay attention 



Revelation is a blessing, a grace, a gift; but you have to pay attention to it. You have to 

pay attention to the text, and you have to pay attention to the times. 

 

The text, in that you can’t just throw up your hands and skip it because it’s hard to 

understand. You have to read it for yourself and pay attention to the words and thoughts. 

Instead of “in one ear and out the other,” you have to dwell on it. Even read it aloud; like 

in your Small Group, or family. 

 

Not only that, but you have to pay attention to the times. Not that we can match things up 

with the newspaper and think we’ve got it all figured out; but that we can’t afford to stick 

our head in the sand and ignore the world around us. God told us what to expect for a 

reason. And part of it, is to bless us with the confidence and stability of knowing what to 

expect, and seeing it happen. Played out before our very eyes. But you have to pay 

attention. 

 

Second, you have to . . . 

• Be ready 

That’s the idea of the phrase, must soon take place, in v1; and the time is near in v3. God 

gave Jesus a revelation, v1, to show [us] the things that must soon take place. . . . And 

blessed are those [v3] . . . who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. Soon and 

near. 

 

The same concept repeated at the end of the book. Rev 22:6. The Lord . . . has sent his 

angel to show his servants what must soon take place. And Rev 22:20, second to the last 

verse. Surely [Jesus said], I am coming soon. One message, at both ends. These things are 

going to happen soon. 

 

Which seems like a problem. Doesn’t the delay of almost 2000 years undermine the whole 

idea of soon? Doesn’t the delay call the words of John and Jesus into question? 

 

 No. Just like Jesus in the Gospels (Mk 13:28ff), and Paul in the Epistles (Rom 16:20), 

John uses near and soon, less as an indicator of timeliness, and more as an exhortation for 

readiness. To always be ready for the events of the last days. Because they could start at 

any time. Plus, some of the events he describes were soon for the first century church. 

Like those found in ch1-3.  

 

It’s like a platoon of soldiers, pinned down and under enemy fire, just waiting for help to 

arrive. And in the middle of it all, the platoon leader, after hearing about a rescue plan 

from headquarters, says, “Hang on guys. Help is on the way. It’ll be here soon.” Is he 

saying it’s literally only minutes away? Or is he giving them hope and urging them to be 

ready? It’s readiness, isn’t it? Soon and near in this context are exhortations to be ready. 

 

All of which is reinforced by the fact that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, 

and a thousand years as one day. (2 Pet 3:9) His idea of soon is obviously different than 

ours. 

 

So whatever you do, be ready. Ready to receive the Revelation, and ready to live it. 

 

And last . . . 

 

• Hold fast 

To reap the blessing of Revelation, you have to hold fast. You have to keep what it says. 

V3 – Blessed are those who read, and hear, and keep what is written in it. Keep what? The 

faith of which it speaks. The belief it advocates. The hope it commends. The commands it 

makes. Like it says in Rev 14:12 – Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those 

who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus. 

 

In other words, this is a call to hold fast; our theme for the series. And a recurring theme 

of the entire book. Hold fast what you have until I come, Jesus said. Straight from 2:25. 

 

Revelation is a blessing, but you have to hold fast in order to get it. Hold fast to Jesus, 

hold fast to his Word, hold fast to the Gospel, and hold fast to his people. 

 

Hold fast he said, until I come. 

 

Prayer – Lord, the times have changed. And with them, our understanding. Thank you for 

that. And thank you for the blessing of this book; your revelation to us. Spur us on to pay 

attention. Prepare us to be ready. And seal our commitment to hold fast, no matter what.  

 

You Are Loved 


