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Marching Orders - Exodus 14:13-15 
 

Title Slide – Marching Orders  
Good morning and welcome to Coram Deo Bible Church. It’s great to be 
with you this morning. I’m Grady Adkins and serve as the Executive 
Pastor. If you are visiting with us, either online or in person, would you 
text the word “GUEST” to the number on your screen? We would love the 
opportunity to welcome you to our church this morning.  
 
Before we open up and march into the Word this morning I want to take 
this opportunity to thank Pastor Rob for giving me the opportunity to 
preach this morning. It’s always humbling to stand in for our Senior 
Pastor. And I’m thankful that Pastor Rob is able to refuel and refresh in 
preparation for kicking off the Christmas season starting next week. I am 
so looking forward to that. 
 
Ok. Are you ready to get into the Word this morning? I am. Let’s turn in 
our Bibles to Exodus chapter 14, and if you need a copy of God’s Word 
our ushers are coming down the isles right now. Just get their attention 
and they would be happy to put a copy in your hands. Exodus is the 
second book in the Bible and was written by Moses, although Moses 
doesn’t explicitly name himself as the author. The title of the book 
“Exodus” really speaks to what was going on, the exit of Israel from 
Egypt. Actually, Exodus literally means “a going out” or “departure.” And 
this book is appropriately titled Exodus as it provides us with the historical 
account of God’s deliverance of His chosen people of old from 
enslavement in Egypt. And we really shouldn’t view this a simply 
historical, because the narrative of Exodus is eternally important and a 
relevant story for our lives, even today.  
 
I say this because the book of Exodus provides us with a primary model 
of God’s idea of redemption. Just think about some of the overarching 
similarities between the exodus of Israel and believers today. 

1. Like Israel of old, we are saved from slavery – slavery to sin. 
2. Like Israel of old, we are saved by the blood of the lamb 
3. Like Israel of old, we are saved and yet we are sojourners 

seeking to glorify God until we reach the promised land. 
So Exodus is not simply a historical story, it is our story, even today. 
 
And this book not only provides us with God’s model of redemption, it 
also provides us with God’s model of mission. By that I mean our mission 
to live out our faith and advance the gospel. And that’s where I want to 
focus this morning, our “Marching Orders” from Exodus 14:13-15. And 

the bottom line is this:  Following God’s marching orders advances the 
gospel daily. 
 
Leading up to Exodus 14, the Israelites find themselves freed from 
slavery, many things have already taken place in this book. Pharaoh 
oppresses Israel. Moses is born. Moses encounters the burning bush. 
Moses is called to be the hand that delivers Israel from Egypt. In chapter 
7 we find the Mosaic Covenant, God’s promise of deliverance. Then 
Moses goes before Pharaoh as a messenger from God and says “Let my 
People Go.” Then Egypt encounters horrible plagues where at the end of 
the 10th plague in chapter 12 Pharaoh tells Moses to take his people and 
leave Egypt. Which brings us to chapter 14 when Moses led the Israelites 
out of Egypt. Then Pharaoh thinks he just made a massive mistake by 
letting the Israelites go, and the Israelites find themselves trapped 
between an angrily approaching Egyptian Army and the Red Sea. Which 
brings us to Exodus 14:13-15. Let’s read this and see Our Marching 
Orders. 
 
13 And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the 
salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians 
whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14 The Lord will fight for 
you, and you have only to be silent.” 15 The Lord said to Moses, “Why do 
you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. 
 
In this passage, Moses provides Israel with their marching orders that will 
help them live out their faith and we find the first marching order in verse 
13 where Moses says “Fear not.” That’s the first marching order. Fear 
Not. 
 
Fear Not (v13)   
In the eyes of the Israelites they had much to fear. Look back a couple 
verses and we’ll see some of the reasons they had to fear. Verse 8. 
 
8 And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he 
pursued the people of Israel. I don’t know about you, but I definitely 
would not want a Pharaoh with a hardened heart chasing after me. I 
mean this is someone who just lost his first-born son and was wanting to 
take out his vengeance on anyone coming in contact with him. That 
causes fear. But that’s not the only reason they feared. Take a look at 
verse 9.  9 The Egyptians pursued them, all Pharaoh's horses and 
chariots and his horsemen and his army, and overtook them encamped 
at the sea. Whoa, whoa, whoa!!! We are talking not only was there an 
angry Commander in Chief pursuing after Israel, but he also brought his 
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full army. We are talking his foot soldiers, the cavalry, and his tanks (I 
mean they call them chariots, but that’s similar to a modern day tank 
chasing after unarmed civilians who have very little strength due to a 
poor diet and just living through awful plagues.) This is not looking good! 
And this is verified in verse 10 that reads: 10 When Pharaoh drew near, 
the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were 
marching after them, and they feared greatly. Yeah! I understand their 
fear. They had reason to fear. And yet in verse 13 Moses says, “Fear 
Not.” 
 
If I was standing there, trapped between an approaching army and the 
Red Sea with nowhere to go I’d probably yell out to Moses something 
like, “Hey Mo (you know because we would definitely be on nickname 
terms) Anyway, I’d say hey Mo, are you crazy? I’m scared out of my 
mind. Look at the situation we are in. How can you tell me not to fear. 
 
And you know what, Moses answered that question. In verse 13 he said 
Fear not. See the salvation the Lord will work for you today.  
 
Fear Not (v13)   
Oh man! This is such a biblical truth we see throughout scripture.  

• 2 Chronicles 20:15 Do not be afraid for the battle is not yours but 
God's.  

• Is 41:10 – Fear not, for I am with you. 

• Is 43:1 – Fear not, for I have redeemed you. 

• Joshua 1:9 – Do not be frightened for the Lord your God is with 
you 

• Deut 31:6 – Do not fear for it is the Lord your God who goes with 
you 

• Mark 5:36 – Jesus said, “Do not fear, only believe.” 

• Rev 1:17 – Jesus says, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and 
the living one. 

 
Fear Not: the battle is the Lord’s, He is with you, He has redeemed you, 
He is the first and the last. Only believe. Fear not and see the salvation 
the Lord will work for you today. 
 
And yet what do we do? We fear. We fear so much. We fear for our 
safety, we fear that we might become uncomfortable, we fear ridicule, we 
fear what other people think about us, we fear that we won’t belong, we 
fear that we are insignificant, we fear the future, we fear sickness, and 
ultimately, we fear death. And fear can become crippling. So much so 

that we hide ourselves from the world and wait for something to save us 
from our fear. 
 
Can you imagine what the world would look like today if the great leaders 
of Christianity closed themselves off from others because of their fear? I 
think of the modern day evangelist Billy Graham. How many have come 
to know the Lord through his ministry? What if Billy was so fearful that he 
would lose his comfort in life that he never started preaching? Or Jim 
Elliot, what if fear of death prevented him from taking the gospel of Jesus 
to an unreached people group in Ecuador – which cost him his life? Or 
can you image a world where Corrie ten Boom’s fear of safety crippled 
her in a way where she did not create the hiding place for the Jews from 
the Nazis. Or what if Fanny Crosby feared ridicule from critics that she 
didn’t write over 9,000 hymns her most famous being Blessed 
Assurance. Or what if the devout Christian Clara Barton was so fearful of 
sickness she never started the American Red Cross. Or what if Martin 
Luther feared the future and what might happen to him so much that he 
never marched up to the castle church in Wittenberg and nailed his 95 
Theses to the door lighting the flame of the Reformation. Or what if 
Moses was so fearful of speaking the message of the Lord that he never 
went to Pharaoh. 
 
Fear leads to a crippled posture that hinders the advancement of the 
Gospel. Let me say that again. Fear leads to a crippled posture that 
hinders the advancement of the Gospel. So follow your marching orders 
and Fear Not. Because following God’s marching orders advances the 
gospel daily. 
 
So what are you afraid of? What is holding you back? Is it one of the 
fears I mentioned earlier, or is it a different fear altogether? Let go of your 
fear and allow the Lord to use you for His glory, to make his name 
known. 
 
Fear Not (v13)   
Fear not, and see the Lord’s salvation. That’s our first marching order. 
And we find our second marching order immediately following. Look back 
at verse 13. Moses Says, Fear not, and secondly Stand Firm. 
 
Stand Firm (v13)   
The reason Moses told Israel to stand firm is because the Egyptians led 
by an angry Pharaoh who seeks vengeance is closing in on them and 
they have no place to which they can retreat. Nor was flanking the 
Egyptian Army an opion. According to maneuvering tactics or 
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battleground position they were not in a good location. However, they 
were right where the Lord wanted them positioned. They were smack dab 
in the middle of the plan God had for them. Take a look back a chapter to 
Exodus 13:17-18. It reads: 17 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did 
not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was 
near. For God said, “Lest the people change their minds when they see 
war and return to Egypt.” 18 But God led the people around by the way of 
the wilderness toward the Red Sea. 
 
Map of the Exodus   
On this map you can see that the Israelites could have marched directly 
east to get out of Egypt, but rather, the Lord instructed them to march 
southeastward which took them to the Red Sea where they could not out 
maneuver an approaching Army. And what seemed faulty to man was 
actually God’s plan.  
 
Look at the Lord’s instruction to Moses in Exodus 14:1-4. Then the Lord 
said to Moses, 2 “Tell the people of Israel to turn back and encamp in 
front of Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon; 
you shall encamp facing it, by the sea. 3 For Pharaoh will say of the 
people of Israel, ‘They are wandering in the land; the wilderness has shut 
them in.’ 4 And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them, 
and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, and the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the Lord.”  
 
The Lord told Moses to set up camp right in front of the Red Sea because 
He was going to put the Israelites in an impossible situation and then 
save them so that all would know that He was the Lord. And so the 
Israelites marching orders were to Stand Firm, and see the salvation the 
Lord will work for you today.  
 
Stand Firm (v13)   
In the case of the Israelites, they knew the Lord was their deliverer. They 
knew they were following God’s plan. They knew the Lord would have 
glory over Pharaoh. They knew they would experience salvation from the 
Lord. Yet, they had to be reminded to Stand Firm. Stand Firm, because it 
is our survival instinct to run when we are under attack, when we face 
difficulty, or when we experience hardships. Stand firm! Stand firm in the 
Lord’s mission for you. Stand firm on the Lord’s calling on your life. 
 
This makes me think back to the Lord’s calling to ministry in my life. 10 
years ago I felt the Lord calling me into full-time ministry. I was living 
here, was stationed at the Arsenal and was the Aide-de-Camp for the 

Army Sustainment Command. But I felt the Lord telling me to depart the 
Army and to serve Him in full-time ministry. So I developed a plan and put 
it into action. My plan was to develop 2 resumes, one of which was a 
ministry resume, and the other a non-ministry resume. This was my 
backup plan because once you start the process of leaving the military, 
it’s difficult to stop. So I applied and sent out my ministry resume to a few 
places and never let my phone out of my sight because 1, I knew every 
place that received my ministry resume would want me (sarcasm) and 2, 
the Lord was telling me to leave the Army and step into full-time ministry. 
In the meantime, I also applied to a civilian position at Rock Island 
Arsenal. 
 
Time passed and I never received a call, email, or anything from any 
ministry position to which I applied. I was so confused. Why Lord? Why 
would you call me to ministry and not provide a position for me? And 
again, in the meantime things progressed with the position at the Arsenal 
at a rapid pace. In fact, I interviewed for and was offered the position. I 
told God that I was confused and understood this to mean that He was 
closing the door to ministry because I had heard nothing from any 
ministry position I had applied and received an offer for a non-ministry 
job. So, I marched forward.  
 
I accepted an amazing job at the Arsenal. It was something I would 
enjoy, I didn’t have to move, my new boss was great, my 10 years of 
military service counted towards pension, and I was being paid better 
than I ever had. All-in-all, life couldn’t have been any better except for the 
nagging question of why nothing panned out with full-time ministry. A 
couple of months passed and I started my transition out of the Army. 
Then literally, my first day at my new job I received a phone call that 
would change everything. A friend of mine, from this church, contacted 
me and said they were looking for a new Children’s Director.  
 
Are you kidding me? What? Why now Lord? You just set up a great 
future for me and my family. I thought I was done with pursuing this 
ministry thing. But I knew I had to march forward. Fast forward a little bit, 
and after much prayer and a grueling interview process, I accepted the 
position of Children’s Director right here. And let me tell you, the moment 
I said yes and accepted the position a peace fell over me like I have 
never experienced as an adult. I knew I was smack dab in the middle of 
the path the Lord had for me, because I stood firm on the Lord’s calling 
on my life.  
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And let me tell you, it’s not always easy to stand firm. In fact, when we 
have to be reminded to stand firm it’s usually because there is difficulty 
on the horizon, or you’re already in the middle of it. 
 
Along with the joys and blessings of working in full-time ministry, I 
sometimes encounter difficulty. And during those difficult times I remind 
myself of the way in which the Lord brought me here. Because the way I 
ended up here wasn’t my plan, it was God’s plan. And the confirming way 
that the Lord brought me here bolstered me for the difficult times when I 
would need to stand firm! 
 
Where is the Lord telling you to stand firm? 

• When people believe and spread falsehoods about you, stand firm in 
biblical truth! 

• When loved ones make bad decisions, stand firm in love that does 
not enable. 

• When friends wrongly leave you, stand firm in your relationship with 
the Lord! 

• When your workplace becomes difficult, stand firm in biblical 
principles! 

• When you are tempted with sin, stand firm with the Holy Spirit who 
gives you strength to overcome. 

 
Follow your marching orders and Stand firm. Because following God’s 
marching orders advances the gospel daily. Where do you need to stand 
firm? In your workplace? In relationships? In temptations? 
 
Stand Firm, and see the Lord’s salvation. That’s our second marching 
order. Fear not, and stand firm. Look back with me at Exodus 14 to find 
our third marching order. Starting in verse 13 again. 13 And Moses said 
to the people, “Fear not (that our first order), stand firm (there’s our 2nd 
order), and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you 
today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 
14 The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be silent. (There’s our 
3rd order) 
 
Be silent. Or another way to say that is Don’t complain.  
 
Don’t Complain (v14)   
Look back with me at Exodus 14:11-12. What were the Israelites doing? 
They were complaining about the Lord delivering them from Egypt. Look 
at their complaining starting in verse 11. They said to Moses, “Is it 
because there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die 

in the wilderness? (they complained about being free) They continued. 
What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? (They complained 
about Moses’ leadership)And they continued. Verse 12 12 Is not this 
what we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the 
Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians 
than to die in the wilderness. (They complained about the entire plan. So 
much that they said they’d rather remain as slaves then being freed.) 
 
Don’t Complain (v14)   
So Moses had to remind them, don’t complain. Be silent! And he did so in 
verses 13 & 14 when he told the Israelites they would never see the 
Egyptians again because the Lord would fight for them. So, don’t 
complain! 
 
And just like the Israelites who were delivered from bondage in Egypt, we 
tend to complain about things when we are in the middle of it, even if we 
are working towards an end goal that we like. And when we complain, we 
pull everyone in close proximity down as well. Our confidence decrease, 
the morale of the team decreases, and even our desire to succeed 
decreases. So don’t complain!  
 
When we complain it has the opposite effect of success. Complaining 
might make you feel good for a quick second, or make you feel important 
for a minute, but the damages of complaining are lasting.  
 
And sometimes our complaining becomes an entity of it’s own. 
Sometimes our complaining grows into something so massive that when 
we get to the place where we can find only a nugget of truth in our 
complaint, if any! And the damages of that complaining can disrupt the 
mission at hand. 
 
Other times we complain, just to complain. Many times we pull people 
into our complaining which can lead them to be upset with you, souring 
their attitude toward a person, or situation. And then the next day we’re 
over it for whatever reason and back in a good space, but we forget to tell 
that person, who is now soured, that everything is good. And so they are 
not good, nor is the person they complained to, and the person they 
complained to, and so on. 
 
And where does this happen? Where do we complain? We complain at 
work, at school, at church, at home, in our marriage. We complain. And 
one person’s complaining can disrupt the mission at hand. So, let me 
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encourage you to follow your marching orders and don’t complain. 
Because following God’s marching orders advances the gospel daily. 
 
Fear not, Stand Firm, Don’t complain. And our final marching order is 
Press On 
 
Press On (v15)   
Look with me at Exodus 14:15. It reads, 15 The Lord said to Moses, 
“Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. There it is. 
Go forward, as in press on! Put action behind your faith.  
 
In verse 16 the Lord tells Moses how they will move forward. Take a look, 
16 Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, 
that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. 17 And I 
will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, 
and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his 
horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I 
have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.” 
 
Press On (v15)   
This is the famous parting and crossing of the Red Sea. Moses stretched 
out his hand and the Lord parted the sea creating dry land for the 
Israelites to pass safely through while an angel of God held the Egyptians 
back with a pillar of cloud, giving the Israelites time to cross the Red Sea. 
Of course, you probably know the end of this story. Once all of Israel 
passed through the parted waters, the Egyptians pursed after them, but 
the Lord closed the waters on top of Pharaoh and his army, killing all of 
them.  
 
As verse 18 said, the Egyptians knew the God of Israel was in fact the 
Lord. Not only that, look at verse 31. Moses records, “Israel saw the great 
power that the Lord used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the 
Lord, and they believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.” 
 
Did you catch that? They believed in the Lord! But it wasn’t until after 
they pressed on. Because when they put action behind their faith, they 
believed. 
 
This reminds me of chapter 2 in James’ letter when he says faith without 
works is dead. Or in other words, faith without action is dead. What good 
is your faith if you never do anything with it? So do something with it and 
Press on!!! Press on!!! Press on and follow God’s marching orders.  
 

One tangible place you can put your faith into action right here is to go on 
a short-term mission trip with us to Guatemala. Pastor Danny is leading a 
trip to Guatemala next May. This is a great opportunity to get out of your 
comfort zone and put action behind your faith. Check out this video of the 
last trip we took to Guatemala and listen for the Lord’s voice telling you to 
Press on and go. 
 
Guatemala Video  
Ending Summary Slide  
Fear not! Stand Firm! Don’t Complain! And Press On! 
 
Why? Exodus 14:31. So that people believe in the Lord. 
 
So which one of these marching orders needs attention in your life?  
 
If it’s fear, the trust the Lord. The battle is his. He is with you. He has 
redeemed you. Trust Him and see the salvation he will work for you 
today! Fear Not. 
 
Or do you need to improve your stance so that you will stand firm? If so 
then ground yourself in His Word and grow your personal relationship 
with the Lord. You can start with upping your discipleship game right here 
in this very place by growing in groups. Stand Firm. 
 
Or maybe you’re a complainer. Don’t complain so that you don’t disrupt 
the mission of glorifying God by making disciples of Christ. Settle in the 
sovereignty of the Lord and the fact that his plan is better than yours. 
Don’t complain. 
 
Or maybe you need to put some action behind your faith and Press On. 
Put one foot in front of the other and march down the path that the Lord 
has for you. Because there is no better place to be than smack dab in the 
middle of the path the Lord has for you. Take the first step and Press On. 
 
Following God’s marching orders advances the gospel daily. Let’s pray.  
 
Father, thank you for giving us your Word where we can learn and see 
ways that we can honor you and glorify you. Thank you for being our 
commander, our protector, for providing the way of salvation through your 
son. Father help us to trust you and your ways. Father take away our 
fears. Help us to stand firm, and help us not to complain but settle in your 
sovereignty. Lord, give us the strength to press on. For your glory, and 
the advancement of the gospel. I pray all of this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Guest Central  
 
Talk with someone  
 
Deacon/Elder  
 
Guatemala 
 
Christmas 
 
 
Benediction – By way of benediction, I want to close out this service by 
speaking a prayer over you taken from Exodus 15:2 May the Lord be 
your strength, your song, and your salvation. And to him may you give all 
praise. Amen.      
 
You are loved. 


