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INTRO
Good morning everyone! It’s good to be with you this morning in a di"erent 
capacity. For those who I haven’t had the opportunity to meet, my name is Cody 
Rogers and I serve as the Worship and College Pastor here at Coram Deo. I’m 
excited to have this opportunity to preach this morning while Pastor Rob is out, 
and before he get any further…I just want to say thank you to a few people.
One, to Calvin for leading in my stead. Calvin just got back from leading for a week 
at summer camp, as well as singing at a wedding yesterday…and he is here today 
to lead us in worship so that I can preach. Let’s thank him. Second…I’d like to 
thank all of our leaders who gave their time to be with our students this 
weekend…some of whom were on stage this weekend. If you were a leader, would 
you just stand for a moment. Thank you for all the time you’ve given up. The late 
nights, early mornings, physically exhausting activities, being away from your bed, 
eating camp food…all of it. I know I represent this church when I say…Thank you.
With that said, let’s go ahead and watch a recap of all that occured this past week. 
Check this out.
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***PLAY VIDEO***
It was an amazing week for sure… 171 students and 25 Leaders descended upon 
Sunstream Retreat Center in Ogden, IA. God was worshipped, the word was 
preached, fun was had…and from the first conversations that are beginning to 
happen, we know that at least 8 students gave their life to Christ for the first 
time…and at least 11 students recommitted their life to him!
Let’s thank God for that one more time.
I’m going to mention camps a bit more later in the message but for now, let’s get 
into it shall we?. The ushers are going to be coming down with a copy of the word 
of God. If you don’t have one feel free to raise your hand and we’ll make sure you 
get one.
As I said earlier, besides being the Worship Pastor, I also serve Coram Deo as the 
College Pastor.
Coram Deo College is a ministry dedicated to glorifying God by making disciples 
who are Centered on Christ, Committed to Discipleship, and Confident in the word 
of God. We have multiple ways we do that....community hangouts, bible studies, 
weekly teachings, supplemental podcasts…and we’ve got a lot going on this 
summer. If you know any college-aged people 18-25ish and they aren’t a part of 
our ministry…I’d love to get them involved. Just go to our website 
coramdeobible.church/college and get whatever info you need, as well as a way to 
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contact me.
We’ve seen the Lord move in amazing ways this last year since starting the 
ministry..And this morning, I’d like to share with you just one of the messages that 
God really used in our ministry this past spring.
 Go ahead and turn to 1 Kings 18:30 to the story of the Prophet Elijah, and the 
contest of the Gods on Mt. Carmel.
1 Kings 18 was the pinnacle of our recent series on Elijah that we went through in 
the College Min. this past spring. We actually spent three separate weeks covering 
every aspect of it…but today I’m going to try to get to the most important parts in  
this one message…so pray for me.
If you need a refresher, or you don’t know this story…let me summarize for you 
what’s going on here..
At this time in history, Israel was ruled by King Ahab who married a pagan woman 
and loved and worshiped idols, specifically the “god” Baal. It says in 1 Kings 16:33
1 Kings 16:33 ESV
And Ahab made an Asherah. Ahab did more to provoke the L!"#, the God of Israel, 
to anger than all the kings of Israel who were before him.
So, Ahab was not a God glorifying king. The prophet Elijah shows up during the 
reign of King Ahab in 1 Kings 17 and declares that there’s going to be a drought 
which is in direct opposition to the god that Israel had been worshiping, Baal. 
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More on that in a bit, and, just as Elijah said…there’s a drought. This drought goes 
on for three years when finally the prophet Elijah gathers all of Israel, and King 
Ahab and his prophets of Baal, and proposes a contest of sorts. Elijah says “You 
get your bull, your wood, and your god to call down fire…and then I’ll get mine. 
Whoever’s God brings the fire…that’s the real God.” That’s what Elijah proposes. If 
you’re trying to see it in your bible it’s  1 Kings 18:24. 
1 Kings 18:24 ESV
And you call upon the name of your god, and I will call upon the name of the L!"#, 
and the God who answers by fire, he is God.” And all the people answered, “It is 
well spoken.”
So that’s where we find ourselves in today’s passage. By the time we hit 1 Kings 
18:30 Elijah has just laid out the terms of the contest…and the prophets of Baal 
have already done their turn. They cried for hours and hours to their God, wailing 
and cutting themselves…dancing/limping around the altar…all while nothing 
happens and the prophet Elijah stands their and mocks them and their God. Elijah 
is a sassy prophet, and if you get a chance go back and read 1 Kings 18 to be 
reminded of the whole story!
But in the part of the story we are in it’s Elijah’s turn. And we are going to title this 
message.
God vs. Your Idols
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Now there are some of you who are going to be thinking…wait a minute…this 
passage is an OT passage about Israel. Isn’t it taking it out of context to say that it’s 
about my idols? To that I say…no. While this passage is indeed about God having a 
radical intervention with Israel…it’s broader than that. 
This passage is about how God confronts the idols of people who rightfully belong 
to him. People who are his chosen people. People…who on this side of the 
cross…claim Jesus as their Lord and savior. This passage shows the actions and 
the depths God will go to to reveal his glory to his people and turn their hearts 
back to him and if you’ve been walking with Christ for any amount of time you 
know…there are times your heart needs to be turned back. Maybe that’s you right 
now…it was certainly the case for some of the students this past week at our Jr. 
High and High School summer camp. 
For some of the students, they came to know God for the very first time…but for 
many…this week was filled with exactly what this message is about. God radically 
intervening in their life to turn their hearts from their idols and back to him. Many 
of you have similar stories in your life…times of God facing your idols…and I think 
you’ll see how true this passage lines up with your experience.
So…here’s the first point of God facing your idols.
God Confronts Your Idols:
It’s the first truth we must acknowledge to move forward. It’s in his very nature to 

5Exported from Logos Bible Software, 1:28 PM July 15, 2021.



do so. If you belong to him as one of his children (which is anyone who has been 
saved by grace through faith in Christ), then he will confront the things in your life 
that call you away from being his and acknowledging him as a Father. That’s what 
we call an idol…something that you worship..that you give glory to, that you 
ascribe worth to over or in place of God. 
And a way that God confronts your idols... 
By revealing your idolatry. (17-18:30) 
Now, you’ll notice the scripture reference in your notes is a pretty big one. 
Essentially a chapter and a half worth of content. We’re not going to read every 
verse…but I do want you to understand where this point is coming from. And to 
do that…you need to understand the history of Israel the past three years. So if 
you’re in your bible, just keep those couple of pages that contain 1 Kings 17 and 18 
open. Just so you have a reference for what I’m talking about.
Like I mentioned earlier…it was three years before this moment on top of Mt. 
Carmel that Elijah appeared to King Ahab and declared a drought. In the span of 
those three years we learn that the drought had disastrous a!ects on the people 
of Israel. Just through the stories of Elijah we can see that. In 17:12… we see that 
an Israelite widow was preparing to eat her last meal with her son before they 
starved to death, shortly a"er that in 18:5 we see the King Ahab himself travelling 
to hopefully find some way to save the livestock…because it references that their 
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livestock are dying o!...
Long story short. It hadn’t rained for 3 years and Israel wasn’t doing so hot. 
Imagine where our country would be if it didn’t rain for at least 3 years. No water 
for crops, no crops for livestock, no water for anyone or anything to drink. Imagine 
the havoc it could and would create on society...
But the e!ects of the drought is not the only point to draw out of the text here. 
We’re missing one thing…and that’s the understanding of who Israel was 
worshipping.
You see, instead of worshipping the God of Israel..yahweh. The one true living God. 
Israel had chosen to worship a pagan “god” by the name of Baal. And baal just so 
happened to be the pagan God. of. Rain.
God wasn’t just stopping the rain as a form of punishment, although he would 
have been justified if that was his sole reason. But no, it wasn’t just a 
punishment…but a method of revealing to Israel the foolishness of their worship 
of Baal. Their foolishness in trading their covenant relationship with the God of all 
creation for the worship of a pagan God who couldn’t even fulfill the one thing he 
was in charge of. Bringing the rain.
As a result, they began to see that Baal wasn’t all he was cracked up to be. He 
couldn’t provide rain, save the livestock, provide sustenance in the form of 
crops....none of it. By God taking the rain away, he was revealing the idol that had 
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taken over the heart of his people.
And Make no mistake, God’s people choosing to worship other things over him is 
still happening to this day. It’s still happening in our own lives. Now, the idols may 
look di!erent. They may not o"en take the form of a golden calf, but they do 
capture our hearts nonetheless. No, nowadays our idols are more subtle just as 
powerful. 
All I need to do is say them, and for many of you they will come to mind where 
they fall in your life…I know they do mine.
The idol of comfort…power....control....acceptance. Some of the most subtle, yet 
deepest temptations of mankind. Idols that are so tempting that Satan himself 
used them to tempt Jesus.
You’re probably familiar with  gospel account in Matthew 4 of Jesus being tempted 
by Satan a"er 40 days in the desert. There’s no need to turn there…but let me 
summarize it.
Jesus gets baptized at the end of chapter 3, and then is led into the wilderness to 
be tempted by the devil. He fasts for 40 days and nights, and then the tempations 
begin. Satan tempts Jesus to turn stones into bread to eat....comfort.
Satan tempts Jesus to throw himself o! the pinacle of the temple to have angels 
save him....the idol of control.
Satan tempts Jesus by o!ering him all the kingdoms and their glory…the idol of 
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power.
And just a!er this, Jesus enters into ministry a!er hearing that his cousin John 
had been arrested for preaching a message of repentance, the same one Jesus 
was about to preach....the idol of acceptance.
These are Idols so tempting, that Satan himself used them to tempt Jesus.
It’s no wonder so many of us fall into these idols and while I don’t have the time 
here today to dive into each one and bring us to a better understanding of them…I 
trust the Holy Spirit is working in you right now to reveal to you your idols.
Each of our points today ends with a statement of action, a way to respond to this 
text. Here’s the first one.  Don’t Wait.
Don’t wait like the Israelites did. Three more years they sat in unrepentance as the 
Lord revealed their idols to them through the drought. Not to mention the 
moments they had to repent leading up to this moment on Mt. Carmel. Moments 
like in 18:21 when Elijah asked them how much longer they would limp between 
two decisions and they stayed silent.
Don’t fall into the trap that Israel did here and wait idly by as God reveals your 
idols. Don’t wait for the radical intervention that we are about to see in the 
scripture…act now. Turn from your idols now. Identify them now.
God confronts our idols by revealing them to us. Don’t hold o" in acknowledging 
what the Lord is revealing.
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Second point.
It’s not just that God confronts your idols...
God Removes Your Idols:
and the way that he does that is by
By restoring your worship. (18:30-32a)
Let’s look at verse 30 together in chapter 18. This is just a!er the prophets of Baal 
attempted to call their God to set a fire to the altar…but nothing happened. Now, 
it’s Elijah’s turn to show God’s work.
1 Kings 18:30–32 ESV
Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” And all the people came 
near to him. And he repaired the altar of the L"#$ that had been thrown down. 
Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of 
Jacob, to whom the word of the L"#$ came, saying, “Israel shall be your name,” 
and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the L"#$. And he made a 
trench about the altar, as great as would contain two seahs of seed.
So the process has begun. The process of God removing the idols of Israel. The 
moment is here…and how does God start it? Does he begin with a proclamation? 
Harsh preaching?
No, instead of those things…he begins with a subtle reminder to the people of 
Israel. He rebuilds an altar that had been thrown down…destroyed. An altar most 
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likely destroyed by King Ahab and his house’s fervor to worship the God Baal.
Now, an altar is a vehicle of worship to God. It’s a table that is built as a tool to be 
used to o!er worship through sacrifice or praise. They didn’t just happen by 
mistake, they don’t just occur naturally…they are intentionally built. Like when 
Abram was first called by God. He followed his call to the land of the canaanites 
and in Genesis 12, he builds and altar. Or when Jacob renamed by God, given the 
new name of Israel. He builds and altar in Genesis 35 at Bethel.
When the Israelites were freed from slavery they built an altar. When they crossed 
the Jordan, they built an altar…and time and time again we see…something 
major and historical happens…an altar was built. 
Clearly, altars not only had a spiritual significance…they had historical 
significance. And in a culture like the Israelites had…they most certainly knew the 
stories of their ancestors…the stories of how altars were built, and why, and by 
who.
It’s an intentional moment here that Elijah is not choosing to build a new altar, but 
rather, he restores what has been broken. What did this Altar previously signify? 
The history of Israel’s relationship with God. 12 stones to represent 12 tribes. 
Tribes that were direct descendants of Abraham…the one who had received 
blessing from god. Tribes that had been saved out of Egypt, saved in the desert, 
given a promised land, given portions of that land to prosper, and tribes that had 
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been protected time and time again by a God who had chosen them as his own 
people.
You’ve got to imagine what was going on in the hearts and mind of the people of 
Israel in this moment. Stories they grew up on, of their fathers, great grandfathers, 
great great grandfathers and beyond being saved time and time again by this 
amazing, wonderful, powerful God. Many of them there learning scripture from an 
early age....being circumsised at a young age to signify a covenant with a God they 
weren’t truly following…there had to be nostalgia, memory, and significance to 
seeing an altar built on stones that represented all that history and all that 
relationship. 
God was beginning the process of removing the idols in their lives by restoring the 
worship that once was. Bringing back to mind a day when they once worshipped 
him passionately, when the altar that stood before them burned fervently with the 
sacrifices o!ered to their God. That’s one of the ways God faces our idols, maybe 
you’ve seen that in your life before. I know I certainly have.
I came to know Christ at 17. I was saved a"er attending a baptism service of a 
friend, and was just in awe of how people worshipped a God that I thought didn’t 
exist. It made me question…question enough to begin conversations with my 
friend and the pastor until a few months later I found myself accepting Christ 
alone in my living room in the late hours of the night.
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I was on fire for the Lord. I dove headfirst into all he had for me. I took the passion 
to college…but as the story goes…the passion began to fade. I began to make 
choices and worship the idols of comfort, control, power....I began to replace the 
worship of God for the worship of self. 
Until…I graduated and ended back up in my hometown…getting invited by the 
same church I came to Christ in to lead worship for them. I had no place being 
there…because in my heart I was worshipping other things…but the Lord began 
to rebuild altars in my life. Things he had once shown me, he re-revealed to me. 
Songs that were so crucial in my worship in the early days, he began to bring back 
to mind. People that had helped me when I was first learning, he brought them 
back.
And slowly but surely God rebuilt altar a!er altar in my life…as a way to restore 
my worship of him…and cast aside idols. It took time, but God. Is. Faithful.
Just like Elijah rebuilding an altar that had so much significance to Israel’s 
past....so God rebuilt the altars in my life that re-established my worship of him…
and so God will do the same to you. 
God will use the altars that have been previously built in our lives as a way of 
restoring our worship, to face our idols. And so our second point of action 
today...is Pay Attention.
Pay attention to the altars God is rebuilding in your life....the history of his 
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relationship with you that he is bringing back to mind…the relationships he is 
restoring, the urgencies he is building into your motivations. Pay attention.
It’s not just that God confronts your idols by revealing them, removes them by 
restoring worship…God will go as far to shatter your idols.
God Shatters Your idols:
Now I want to point out the di!erence between the last point and this one. There 
is a major di!erence between God removing something, and God shattering 
something. I had a childhood friend who received a brand new laptop from his 
dad. It was something that he had been wanting for months, and he was so 
excited....until his dad caught him looking at things that he shouldn’t be on it. 
Using a good gi" from his father to worship an idol in his life.  Now, not sure about 
you, but my first thought would be that he would be grounded from the laptop for 
a while…not the case.
No, instead of removing his laptop from him…his father took that laptop out to 
the back alley behind their house…and proceeded to shatter it with a baseball 
bat. Making the point to his son that he would rather have wasted his money on 
that laptop and prevent his son from giving into life-sucking idols, than just simply 
give him a break from a laptop. 
It’s a dramatic statement to make for sure. But it’s one that worked in the life of my 
friend…and one that he still speaks of to this day. Much like my friend’s father…
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God also shatters idols at times.
But instead of using a baseball bat, he does it by displaying his power.
1 Kings 18:32b–40 ESV
and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the L!"#. And he made a 
trench about the altar, as great as would contain two seahs of seed. And he put the 
wood in order and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. And he said, “Fill 
four jars with water and pour it on the burnt o$ering and on the wood.” And he 
said, “Do it a second time.” And they did it a second time. And he said, “Do it a 
third time.” And they did it a third time. And the water ran around the altar and 
filled the trench also with water. 

And at the time of the o$ering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came near and 
said, “O L!"#, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you 
are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, and that I have done all these things 
at your word. Answer me, O L!"#, answer me, that this people may know that you, 
O L!"#, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.” Then the fire of the 
L!"# fell and consumed the burnt o$ering and the wood and the stones and the 
dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. And when all the people saw 
it, they fell on their faces and said, “The L!"#, he is God; the L!"#, he is God.” And 
Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape.” And 
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they seized them. And Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon and 
slaughtered them there.
So to understand the full display of power here we need to understand fully what 
the Lord was overcoming in this moment. Because Elijah is not making this easy. 
In fact, just the opposite. Elijah is doing everything in his power to make what God 
was going to do even more impossible.  
He starts with this trench…pouring seahs of water. In today’s measurements, that 
a trench deep enough to hold a couple gallons of water. Then he prepares the 
wood, and the bull, and instructs them to pour water on the altar. Not once, not 
twice, but three times. So much water that it not only saturates the wood, and 
soak the stones, and undoubtedly creates mud from the dust all around…but it 
also is enough to fill this trench with a couple gallons of water.
So why is Elijah doing this? Because he is going to show the Israelites that if 
anything is about to happen…it truly is an act of God. No man could start a fire 
from this, especially given the tools they had at the time. I remember last year our 
family went on a camping trip. We had to buy wood from the campsite due to the 
regulations…and the wood we received must have been a little too fresh, just a 
little bit of moisture still le! in the wood…because when I attempted to light it…
what did it do? It smoked and smoldered and would barely catch fire.
I’m sure many of you have had a similar experience…you can start to see just how 
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impossible it would have seemed to anyone witnessing this that a fire would be 
able to be started. Elijah is revealing to the people of Israel that if anyone is going 
to be setting this o!ering ablaze, it was God himself. 
So Elijah gets this all set up…and the moment comes…and what does he do? He 
draws near to the altar and says…not shouted, not proclaimed, not “gave an 
eloquent speech”, but simply says…in summary “God, the God of my Fathers…let 
it be known who the true God is, that I am just a servant, and that You Have Done 
all these things, you have turned their hearts back.”
And what happens in response to this humble, simple, heart-felt prayer? Fire 
comes reigning down, a fire so hot that it burns up not just the wood, not just the 
bull, not just the two gallons of floating water...but the stones and dust around it. 
Think about that for a second. Raise your hand if you’ve ever built a firepit in a 
backyard? What do you use around the edges to protect the grass and other things 
from the fire?? Stones! 
This fire blazed so hot it even consumed the stones. Consumed here means 
destroyed. Just as a point of reference, I looked up how hot fire had to be to 
destroy stones. Bricks melt around 900 degrees F. An average rock/stone....2750 
degrees F. 
Just like that. The impossible became possible. God didn’t simply show that he 
was the champion, or the winner…he shattered the competition. The competition 
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being the idols of Israel. The things or thing that was receiving their worship when 
their worship belonged to God. 
And their natural response? Worship. The natural response to God radically 
working in their life the shatter their idols…was to worship him. To literally fall on 
their faces and say “The Lord, he is God, the Lord, he is God.” 
When it comes to our idols…sometimes God will radically intervene....he will 
shatter that idol in your life by a raw and radical display of his power. Sometimes 
that’s what it takes. Maybe it’s God physically removing something in your life…an 
object, a job/career, money, a person…whatever we give our worship towards. 
We should note two very important things in this passage. 
1) It’s God that does the work. Look back at verse 37. Elijah says “God, it’s YOU that 
has turned their hearts back”. Elijah didn’t take any of the credit because he knew 
full well that if anything was going to happen…it would be God who was doing the 
work not man.
2) It started with a simple, heart-felt, prayer. A call out to God that he would be 
glorified, and would receive the credit for all that was about to happen.
Our third point of action for today....Repent.
Sort of similar to our first point of action of “don’t wait”…but yet it’s di!erent. 
Because the first point was a point of urgency not to wait to identify what the Lord 
is revealing to you in terms of your idols. This point…is repent now. Take this 
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opportunity right now to let the Lord work in your life. If the Holy Spirit is within 
you, then it is revealing your idols to you…it is speaking to you of your sin and 
where the Lord wants you to move forward in repentance and sanctification.
1 John 1:9 ESV
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.
I’m going to give you a few moments to spend time with the Lord. Just in your 
seats. Pray to him. Confess to him. Seek him. Ask him to reveal to you your 
idolatry. Ask him for a radical intervention…whatever and wherever you may be. 
Take a few minutes…and then as Calvin and the team lead us…stand and 
worship. Worship God for his faithfulness to work on our behalf, to face our idols, 
to be with us in every season…even the seasons we turn from him.
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