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In-Dependence 
Daniel 1:1-8 

Intro Video 
Theme Slide 
It’s Independence Day. This is the day that Americans celebrate their independence. Meaning, we celebrate 
the freedom that we have because we are not bound to anyone. We fought and continue to fight for that 
freedom. Which you just saw in that short video. We honor those whose serve and have served in the armed 
forces. It is the day that we come together as a nation to parade our national pride. Because we are the United 
States of America, the land of the free and the home of the brave. 
 
My name is Grady Adkins, and I am the Executive Pastor here. I have served as a pastor in this church for a 
little over nine years. Before that I served as an Army Officer for almost 10 years prior to joining the staff at 
Coram Deo. As such, I love to celebrate Independence Day. And am thankful for the opportunity to preach on 
this day. Actually, I was supposed to preach last weekend rather than this weekend, but it just so happened 
that my oldest son Landon was very recently selected to attend the United States Air Force Academy in 
Colorado Springs and his report date interfered with my ability to preach last weekend. So, I now get to preach 
on this day, Independence Day. 
 
But I would like to take a different look at Independence Day this morning. Different from celebrating the 
freedom, and those who fought for our independence and rather focus on the root word, dependence, 
because this is a very biblical principle…to be “In-Dependence” on God. And through this message I pray that 
you will see that living in dependence on God fortifies your faith. In fact, that’s the bottom line this morning, 
“Dependence on God fortifies your faith.” 
 
And we are going to see the truth of this in the book of Daniel. So turn with me to Daniel chapter 1 as we look 
at verses 1-8. If you need a copy of God’s Word our ushers would be happy to put that in your hand. As they 
come down the aisle simply grab their attention.  
 
The book of Daniel is found in the Old Testament. As you’re thumbing through the Old Testament you’ll pass 
Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes … Keep going. You’ll see Ezekiel and then Daniel. If you have the same Bible as 
me it’s found on page 957. Pastor jokes. 
 
To give you some context, the book of Daniel was written by Daniel about 600 years prior to the birth of Jesus. 
This was during the time that Nebuchadnezzar was King of Babylon. In fact, let’s start there, in Daniel 1, verse 
1. Daniel writes, 
 
In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem 
and besieged it. (verse 2) And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of the vessels of 
the house of God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and placed the vessels in 
the treasury of his god. 
 
Let’s take a look at these first two verses and see if we can connect the dots of what is going on in the midst of 
all these Old Testament names and places. In verse one we see that Jehoiakim is the King of Judah. Ding, ding, 
ding. That should set off some alarms in your head because we know that Judah is one of the 12 tribes of 
Israel, or the family groups who descended from the biblical patriarch Jacob. This is important because God 
worked through these tribes to fulfill his purposes, especially his purpose of bringing from the tribe of Judah, 
Jesus – the one and only Savior. And approximately 1,300 years after Jacob blesses his sons, Jehoiakim is the 
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King of Judah. Now this is Judah, the tribe through which the Lord will bring our Savior, so of course He will 
protect them from harm, right?  
 
Actually, no. In the very first verse we see that King Nebuchadnezzar of the Babylonian Empire besieged, or 
conquered Judah. And then in verse two it gets worse. We read that the Lord gave Jehoiakim over to 
Nebuchadnezzar and along with him the land, people, and vessels. I don’t know exactly what the vessels were, 
but most likely they were the important items that were kept in the house of the Lord, and the Babylonians 
took them, similar to the Nazi’s taking important paintings, artifacts, and books as they conquered various 
lands. But King Nebuchadnezzar took these pieces to the land of Shinar and placed them in the house of his 
god (small g) quite possibly the chief Babylonian god Marduk as if to say, “Our god is better than your God.” 
 
But how could Judah fall to the Babylonian Empire? Wasn’t it God’s plan for the Tribe of Judah to succeed in 
everything? Not exactly. Yes, the Lord had a plan for Judah, a very important plan, but that didn’t mean 
everything was going to be hunky-dory. That everything was going to be smooth sailing or whatever positive 
colloquialism you want to insert. Which brings us to the first point. Expect difficulty. 
 
Expect Difficulty 
Difficulty will come just as it did for Daniel. Just as it did for Joseph, Just as it did for Noah, just as it did for 
David, just as it did for Paul, just as it did for Jesus. Expect difficulty.  
 
Throughout history armies have invaded other nations. The results have been tragic: lands and property 
destroyed and confiscated, lives lost, and POW’s taken captive and sent away to foreign lands never to see 
family or friends again. And this is where Daniel finds himself. He is basically a POW. Uprooted and replanted 
in the Babylonian Empire. And surprisingly it was God’s doing. This was god’s plan all along, moving from 
freedom to captivity, forcing him from independence to dependence. And the same is true for us. Expect 
difficulty. 
 
Your difficulty may not come in the form of war or captivity, but it might come in the form of sickness, an 
accident, loss of a job, you are forced to move, or simply, your plans did not turn out the way you thought 
they would. 
 
Let me share with you a time in my life when things did not turn out the way I expected. It happened when I 
was in the Army. I thought today is an appropriate day to share an Army story or two with you. So there I was,  
 
Basic Training picture 
a young 25 year old who had just finishing basic training at Fort Benning, GA. That’s me in the front. I had one 
weekend off between Basic Training and Officer Candidate School. Both of these are pretty intense trainings 
where you are not allowed to be with family and you are captive to the Army. See what I did there. 
 
Anyway, at this time Alissa, my wife, was pregnant with Landon, our oldest child, and Alissa was due about a 
week after I was supposed to start Officer Candidate School. Since this was our first child I wanted to be 
present for the birth (which is typically a good thing with every child, not just your first) so Alissa worked it out 
with the doctors to be induced the weekend between basic training and Officer Candidate School, and I 
worked it out with my Drill Sergeants to miss Basic Training graduation so I could travel back to Ohio and be 
present for Landon’s birth. Perfect. All of that worked out with no problems. I mean, I guess it wasn’t super 
easy for Alissa to be in labor for a little over 24 hours. But all was good.  
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Landon baby picture 
I was able to be present for Landon’s birth and hold him for a couple hours before heading back to Georgia for 
OCS. 
  
During Basic Training I met a guy named Eric  
 
Grady & Eric picture 
and we became good friends. Eric was also becoming an Officer and therefore we were scheduled to attend 
the same OCS class. So we made arrangement to meet up at the Burger King on Fort Benning and arrive to 
OCS together. But when I arrived at Burger King, Eric wasn’t present. I waited around because I didn’t want to 
be “that guy” who left his friend behind. So, I waited. And waited. And waited. He never showed up and I 
knew I couldn’t wait any longer because I couldn’t show up late to OCS, so I left. I arrived at OCS with just a 
couple minutes to spare. As I walked up, I saw everyone else already standing in formation and there was Eric, 
standing towards the front of formation. He was “that guy.” As I checked in one of the cadre members 
exclaimed to me, “You sure are cutting this close.” I responded with,  
 
Landon baby picture 
“I just returned from having my first child yesterday. I’m now a father.” He didn’t care. I was deflated a little. 
He hurried me through the check-in line and I joined everyone else standing in formation. 
 
OCS Company pic 

The company commander walked out and informed everyone that they were overbooked and so the 
last people who showed up were being dismissed from the class. My heart began to pound. I knew I was one 
of the last to show up. Then the commander said the last 12 people were the ones being dismissed. My heart 
sunk as my name was called. What next? What would happen to me? I was ushered into a different area with 
the 11 others. We waited. Quietly. Nervously. And then a different person entered. This was the company 
commander’s boss. It was the Battalion Commander. He began to speak. “Those of you who came here as an 
enlisted soldier from a unit will be sent back to your unit and you can reapply to come back to OCS at a 
different time. Those of you who just came from basic training will be assigned a Military Occupational 
Specialty and be sent off for training and assigned to a unit. You can reapply after a few years once you 
complete your enlisted training.” This definitely was NOT in my plan. What was I going to do? 

 
They marched me to their headquarters company, or “OCS holding tank” and told us to await further 

instructions. My mind was reeling. I had just become a new father. Alissa was depending on me .We had a 
plan. OCS was supposed to be just 4 more months and then we would be together again.  

 
After reeling on these things for a few hours another guy came in to talk with me because I was the 

only one who had just come from Basic Training. He informed me that they had made a mistake. They couldn’t 
assign me a military specialty because of the contract that I signed when entering the Army. In fact, he 
admitted they shouldn’t have dismissed me from the OCS class because there was nowhere for them to send 
me. Yet, it was now too late to rejoin the OCS class I was supposed to be in. So there I sat. Dismissed with no 
plan. But then, as the Army likes to do. He provided me with a plan. I would remain in their Headquarters 
Company until the next class began in 2 months. My four months of being away from my wife and son was just 
extended 2 more months. My heart sank, but it wasn’t the worst scenario, so I was thankful. 

 
I sat in this “holding tank” in captivity, doing nothing for two months. Except, I was of course assigned 

important tasks … 
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Stadium pic 
… like mowing the lawn, painting buildings, and power washing Doughboy Stadium at Fort Benning. Finally the 
time came for me to start the next OCS class. They marched me over to my new company, in-processed, and 
was immediately administered the physical fitness test. Long story short, I failed the fitness test. This got me a 
ticket directly back to Headquarters Company. I couldn’t believe it. I was told I would now enter the next OCS 
class that began in two more months. Yep, that’s right. The 4 months of being apart from Alissa and Landon 
was just extended to 8 months. The Headquarters Company quickly realized that they should’ve added 
physical fitness training into my daily routine instead of just putting me on important tasks. So, the next two 
months looked different than the first two months. I exercised, and exercised, and exercised. Let’s just say 
that I passed the physical fitness test with no problem when I entered the next OCS class.  

 
From that point on everything went smoothly. I was elected as Vice President of our OCS class,  
 

VP Pic 
made great friends  
 
Friends pic 
that I still stay in contact with today, and was eventually reunited with Alissa and Landon.  
 
Family Pic 
It wasn’t my plan. But for whatever reason, it was the plan the Lord had for me. In fact I can see how that 
delay changed my entire military career. I wouldn’t have ended up with the assignments I had if I wouldn’t 
have been delayed, which also means I would’ve never met some of my great friends that I have today and I 
never would’ve lived in the Quad Cities or even ended up in this church. It’s funny how God knows what’s best 
for us. Actually, it’s not funny. It’s comforting. And that period of difficulty forced me to let go of my plan and 
trust the Lord. It forced me toward dependence on Him.  
 
Expect Difficulty 
Expect difficulty in your life. It’s not a matter of if it will come, it’s a matter of when. So, expect difficulty. 

 
Secondly, Live in Dependence on God. 

 
Live in Dependence on God 
 Live in dependence on God. And as you do, know that living in dependence on God, fortifies your faith. 
This post-Christian world that we live in is going to throw all kinds of things at you and try to lead you away 
from God. You will encounter pressure from every direction to conform to a non-biblical, worldly mindset. You 
will be pressured to embrace the prevailing thought and practices from the cultural spirit of the age. And this 
difficulty is not new. Daniel and his friends experienced these same challenges. 
 

Take a look back to Daniel, starting with verse 3. Daniel writes: 
Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch, to bring some of the people of Israel, both of the royal 
family and of the nobility, (4) youths without blemish, of good appearance and skillful in all wisdom, endowed 
with knowledge, understanding learning, and competent to stand in the king's palace, and to teach them the 
literature and language of the Chaldeans. (5) The king assigned them a daily portion of the food that the king 
ate, and of the wine that he drank. They were to be educated for three years, and at the end of that time they 
were to stand before the king. (6) Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of the tribe of 
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Judah. (7) And the chief of the eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called 
Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego. 
 
In these 5 verses there are three ways that we see the world will try to pull you away from God. And the way 
to combat these attacks is to fortify your faith through your dependence on God. Live in dependence on God. 
First of all live in dependence on God during times of isolation. 
 
During times of isolation 
 Look back at verse 3. The King commanded his chief to (here it is) bring some of the people of Israel, 
including royalty and nobility. Verses 6 & 7 identify some of these people, Daniel included. Verse 4 informs us 
that they were youths, Hebrew teenagers. And they were isolated from their homeland. Separated from all 
that was familiar, making them far more susceptible to the new ideas and way of thinking from the 
Babylonians. And this was a deliberate strategy from the Babylonians. And it’s a strategy still used today. 
 
 As I mentioned at the beginning, last week Alissa and I dropped off Landon at the Air Force Academy. 
What an honor to have a child accepted into such a prestigious and honorable university. But as I was 
preparing for the message I realized that the incoming cadets are isolated just like Daniel, captivity and all. 
Walk with me through this process. 
 
 A week and a half ago Landon was living at home, blessed with his own bedroom, car, friends, food, 
and time. I mean, he had the freedom to make choices just like you and I have. But then, the Thursday before 
last his life changed. He was isolated. He was told what he could bring with him for the next year which 
included 12 pairs of underwear, 12 undershirts (very specific in what kind), a pair of running shoes, a pair of 
boots, a black rubber watch with nothing fancy on it, the clothes on his back, and paperwork identifying who 
he was. That’s about it. Everything he brought he had to carry in one backpack, held with his left hand only. 
And whatever else he brought(such as a phone)  would then be put in his backpack once the underwear and 
undershirts were emptied and locked away…never to be seen again. Just kidding. Eventually he’ll get access to 
his phone and charging cord.  
 
 We were given a specific time to drop him off and were told he would be greeted at our car and 
ushered away from us. We were not allowed to exit our car or say our goodbyes as we dropped him off, so we 
had to do that before getting into our vehicle.  
 
Drop off pic 
So we arrived, sat in a line of vehicles, and awaited our turn to open the door for his exit. It happened in a 
flash, and he was gone. 
 
Landon leaving pic 
Isolated from all he knew, carrying a bag of underwear. He didn’t know any of his 1,100 other classmates, he 
didn’t know who his roommate was, and he definitely didn’t know the Air Force way of life.  
 
Landon shaved pic 
Shaved head and all at the beginning. He was isolated. 
 
 But here’s the encouragement. The Lord is with him. And Landon has direct access to the Lord through 
prayer. And he has his Bible. He was allowed to bring a Bible as well (I think). And he can attend chapel on 
base. And he has his mom and me and so many others praying for him. And the Holy Spirit is with him 
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providing help. And leaning on prayer, Scripture, church & the Holy Spirit is living in dependence on God, 
especially during this difficult time of isolation. You can do that to. In your own context. 
 
During times of isolation 
Live in dependence on God during times of isolation. And secondly during times of indoctrination. 
 
During times of indoctrination 
Look at verses 4 to 5. Let’s start with verse 3 again. Daniel writes, Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his 
chief eunuch, to bring some of the people of Israel, both of the royal family and of the nobility, (4) youths 
without blemish, of good appearance and skillful in all wisdom, endowed with knowledge, understanding 
learning, and competent to stand in the king's palace, and to teach them the literature and language of the 
Chaldeans. (5) The king assigned them a daily portion of the food that the king ate, and of the wine that he 
drank.  
 
Ok, hold right there. Verse 4 lets us know that the people they took captive were among the best and suitable 
for instruction. They were skillful in all wisdom, endowed with knowledge, understanding learning, and 
competent to stand in the king's palace. They were the ideal candidates to be indoctrinated with Chaldean 
language and literature. I did a little digging on this and found out how they were to be indoctrinated. Basically 
as soon as they were taken captive brainwashing was to begin immediately. In Babylon they were to receive a 
first-class, secular education in Babylon language, philosophy, literature, science, history, and astrology. 
Studying religion was a part of their education as well, but not what they grew up knowing. Rather they 
studied the mythologies of Babylon, the greatness of Marduk, and the importance of polytheistic deities that 
dominated their Empire. Dream interpretation and omen reading would be required as well.  Not only that, 
we read in verse 5 that they were being indoctrinated by the food they ate and the wine they drank. 
 
 Daniel was being fully indoctrinated. Sounds somewhat familiar, doesn’t it? This doesn’t seem too 
different with how our secular colleges operate these days. And I’m not here to beat up on secular colleges by 
any means. I just want to make you aware of the importance of your dependence on God while there because 
of what students are facing these days. I mean, the pump is primed for difficulty. Expect difficulty. And when 
difficulty comes, live in dependence on God, especially during times of indoctrination. 
 
 Walk with me through this process. Our sons and daughters leave home and enter a new world. They 
live in a new environment with many new people and indoctrination begins to take place. It takes place in 
science, literature, philosophy, and history. Many times the administration and professors have an agenda. 
And their diet completely changes often resulting in “the Freshman 15.” Their food choices won’t necessarily 
be their parent’s preferred choice anymore. I mean, bring on the sugar and gluten!!! But seriously, this 
indoctrination in and out of the classroom is happening more openly and becoming more commonplace than 
ever before. 
 
 In 2018 I completed my doctoral dissertation on faith among college students. The actual title was 
“Factors relating to diminished confidence in core Christian doctrines among students in private colleges and 
universities: a mixed methods study.” I know, that’s a crazy mouthful. But in this research I found many things. 
One of which is that many of our children do not make their faith their own while still at home. What I found 
was that one problem is that many teenagers live out their religion through their parents. In fact, the majority 
of teenagers tend to absorb religious content & traditions through osmosis. In many cases the doctrines of 
Trinity, holiness, sin, grace, justification, sanctification, church, the ordinances, heaven, and hell are 
supplanted by language of happiness, niceness, and an earned heavenly reward. In other words, there could 



 7 

be a connection between the diminishment in confidence of Christian doctrines because of an insufficient 
understanding of God, faith, and Scripture. And when a child leaves home not knowing what they believe 
about God, unprepared to defend their faith, and are not routinely opening the Scriptures, we see the effects. 

• 59% of college students who attended church drop out. 

• 57% of college students are less active in the church as compared to when they were 15 years old. 

• 38% describe a period when they seriously doubted their faith. 

• 32% of college students coming from a Christian home describe a period when they felt like rejecting their 
parent’s faith. 

• This age group is more likely than any other age group to believe that Jesus sinned, doubt the miracles, 
and express skepticism regarding Jesus’ resurrection. 

 
Those are sobering stats. So, parents, grandparents, & guardians, let me talk to you for a quick minute. It is 
imperative that you have a personal, thriving, dependent relationship with Jesus Christ. Because, what parents 
do, or conversely, what they do not do regarding their personal faith will ultimately influence their children. If 
a parent models a life of morality rather than Christianity, the chances are greater that their child’s faith and 
confidence in Christian doctrines will diminish once they leave home. However, if parents are intentional with 
their children regarding matters of faith then their children have a greater chance of growing in their faith 
through difficulty and indoctrination. 
 
So teach your children to live in dependence on God through routines of prayer, reading of Scripture, 
attending church, leaning on the Holy Spirit. Because difficulty is coming. Expect it. And prepare for difficulty 
by living in dependence on God during times of isolation, indoctrination, and thirdly during times of 
immersion. 
 
During times of immersion 
 Look at verses 5 to 7. Let’s start with the second part of verse 5. Daniel writes, “They (that is Daniel & 
those taken captive) were to be educated for three years, and at the end of that time they were to stand before 
the king. (6) Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of the tribe of Judah. (7) And the chief 
of the eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called Shadrach, Mishael he 
called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego.” Rack, Shack, and Benny. Sorry, I had to say that because of 
my days being the children’s pastor. 
 
 Anyway not only were Daniel and his friends isolated and indoctrinated, they were also immersed in 
Babylonian culture for three years as verse 6 says. The Babylonians went as far as changing their names from 
Hebrew names that were rich with meaning to Babylonian names without meaning. They were stripped of 
their Hebrew identity and immersed into a new culture because it was the Babylonian’s desire to change these 
young Hebrews entire lifestyle. This immersion was intended to tear them down and eventually win them 
over. And at the end of the three years they would face their final exam before the king. 
 

This immersion was meant to confuse these young men and hopefully move them away from their 
faith in God towards the pagan culture of the new home. Never was it more important for these men to be IN 
the world but not OF the world. And the same is true for us. 
 
 When I think of being immersed I think of water, probably because of baptism by immersion. But let’s 
think about it in the context of walking into a cool swimming pool. As you walk in, the water begins to 
encompass your entire body. It surrounds your toes then your feet. Then as you walk down the steps of the 
pool you begin to feel the cool water encompassing your legs. And then as you step further down you begin to 
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tighten your breath as the water reaches your mid-section. Now you really feeling the effects of immersion, 
but the top half of your body is still fine until you walk further out. The water passes over your stomach, your 
chest, it reaches your neck. You can feel the weight of the water pressing in. You know it’s time to take a deep 
breath as the water touches your chin. That’s it. No more breathing. You hold your breath as the water rises 
past you mouth and nose. Then your head goes under. You are completely immersed. You can’t breathe, so 
what’s keeping you alive? Of course, it’s that last breath, the air in your lungs. And you can last for a little 
while like that because you prepared for the immersion. But the water is all around you. It’s pressing in. It 
wants to enter your nose and your mouth so the water can fill your lungs, but you don’t let it. Because you 
know as soon as you let the water in you have given up and you will no longer be able to breathe. And your 
time underwater is running out. Unless you have the assistance of something else. Maybe a snorkel or an air 
tank. With these things you can stay completely immersed. But you have to depend on those in order to stay 
immersed and keep the water out. 
 
 And the same is true in our spiritual life. Expect difficulty. It will come. And when you’re completely 
immersed in difficulty, like Daniel, live in dependence on God. He is your snorkel. He is your air tank. He is how 
you live and breathe in times of difficulty. Expect difficulty. And live in dependence of God during times of 
isolation, indoctrination, and immersion. And all the while honor God with your resolve. That’s our last point 
today. 
 
Honor God with your resolve 
Honor God with your resolve. Take a look at verse 8. Daniel writes, “But Daniel resolved that he would not 
defile himself with the king's food, or with the wine that he drank.” 
 

Daniel and his friends were forced to be in Babylon, but they would not let Babylon fully get into them. 
They made a conscious decision to say no to defile themselves. They were resolved to honor the Lord even in 
the most difficult situation. 

 
So where are you at with your resolve to honor the Lord? Are you closer to the side of becoming like 

one of the college-aged statistics? Are you like Daniel, confident in your resolve? Or are you somewhere in the 
middle? If you are somewhere in the middle, or even closer to becoming a statistic, I would encourage you to 
begin to take a step forward of living in dependence on God. And when you do that know that you can be 
strong and have courage in whatever or wherever God places you, in the good times and difficult times. God is 
with you accomplishing so much more than you even know. So live in dependence on God, because living in 
dependence on God fortifies your faith, just like it did for Daniel. Let’s pray. 


