
Questions For Life – Luke 19:28-48 
Lk 19. We’re celebrating Palm Sunday this weekend, when Jesus entered Jerusalem to the 
  praises of his followers. 

And this particular passage is about as comprehensive as it gets. It covers it all. From  
  the donkey and the coats, to the shouts and the aftermath. 
 And prompts us to ask some pretty comprehensive questions of ourselves. Questions for 
  life. That is, questions we should ask all our lives, and questions that can lead to life. 

Questions that beg to be answered. So let’s dig in and see what we find. V28. 
 
! [28] And when he had said these things [he being Jesus, and these things referring to 
the parable he just told as they drew near to Jerusalem; a parable about his kingdom, and 
how God would bring it about], he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem [up, even 
though he was coming from the east; because Jerusalem was at a higher elevation]. 
 
[29] When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he 
sent two of the disciples, [30] saying, “Go into the village in front of you, where on 
entering you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it 
here. [31] If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has 
need of it.’” [a reference to the Messiah, the promised deliverer] [32] So those who were 
sent went away and found it just as he had told them. 
 
! The place was the Mt of Olives overlooking Jerusalem. It was just east of the temple  
  about a half mile across the Kidron Valley, and looked something like this. 
 And a little further to the east, was Bethany (map) – a small village on the eastern   
  slopes of the Mt. of Olives near Bethphage. That’s the place where this happened. 
 
The time, was 5 days before Calvary – Good Friday. Right at the start of the Passover   
  remembrance when the population of Jerusalem swelled . . . 

And anticipation ran high; anticipation for the coming Messiah, the coming Christ.**** 
 
And in the midst of it all, Jesus tells two of his disciples to get a donkey of all things. 

Which they did. They obeyed. They did what he said; just like that. 
 
Prompting me to ask, “Do I do what he says?” 
Do you do what he says? (28-32) 
That’s the first question for life. Do you do what Jesus says? 

Look at v30 again. He sent two of the disciples, [30] saying, “Go into the village in 
 front of you, where on entering you will find a colt tied [a young donkey], on which 
 no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. [31] If anyone asks you, ‘Why are 
 you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” 

 Do you see it? 4 commands in 2 verses – go, untie, bring, and say. 
 
And they did. Without question and without hesitation. 

Even though they didn’t have the whole picture, and didn’t understand why. 
He spoke, and they obeyed. 

 
! How about you? When God speaks, do you obey? And do so without hesitation? 

If it was you he told to get the donkey, would he have ended up walking? 
 
 

Or closer to home, when he says love your neighbor and gives you the impulse, do you  
  respond? How about doing good to those who persecute you? 

Or serving those in the body of Christ on a regular basis? Or standing up for what’s  
  right? Speaking up for what’s wrong? 
 Do you do that? What he’s already said? 

Or do you hem and haw? Rationalize. Procrastinate. Ignore him altogether. 
 
I hope not. Because Jesus said in Jn 10:27 – My sheep hear my voice, and I know them,  
  and they follow me. They hear what I say, and do what I say. 
 It’s a question for life. (Summary) 
 
! The second, comes from v33-36. They found it just as he had told them . . . 

[33] And as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying 
the colt?” [34] And they said, “The Lord has need of it.” [35] And they brought it to 
Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. [36] And as he rode 
along, they spread their cloaks on the road. [All expressions of honor. Like rolling out 
the red carpet for a dignitary.] 

 
And Mt 21 says that others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. (8) 
 And John 12, that they met him with branches of palm trees (13). A symbol of victory 
  and national pride. 
 
The point being – everybody gave. 

The owners of the colt gave their means of transportation. The disciples gave their   
  coats. The crowds did the same. 

And the owners of the trees gave branches – their source of shelter and firewood. 
Whatever Jesus wanted and whatever Jesus needed – they gave. 

 
! The question is, do you? 
Do you give what he wants? (33-36) 
Including your time, your effort. Do you give God all he commands in that respect? 
 Do you put his work and his desires ahead of yours? 

Do you prioritize the things of God, or fit them in whenever you can? 
Do you give of your time? 

 
! How about your talent? Do you use the gifts God has given you to glorify him and help 
  others? 

Or keep them to yourself? Withhold them. Wait for someone to ask. 
 
If you play an instrument or sing, are you on one of our worship teams? Children’s    
  ministry, student ministry, weekends? 
 You say, “Oh pastor, I don’t think I’m good enough.” 

Maybe so. But why don’t you let us decide that? 
 
If you can teach kids, are you involved in Children’s Ministry? 
 Do you usher or greet? Worship one, work one? 
 If you can lead a discipleship group, have you made yourself available; or gone    
  through training? 

As each as received a gift, use it to serve one another the Bible says. (1 Pet 4:10a) 
 



! And how about your treasure? Do you give what he wants in that respect? Starting with 
  a tithe; a tenth of your income? Because that’s what God says. 

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse.” (Mal 3:10) And do it first. Give of your    
  firstfruits. 
 
Is that you? Do you give what he wants of your treasure? Regularly and cheerfully? 
 Even sacrificially at times like those on Palm Sunday? It’s a question for life. 
 
3rd . . . 
Do you worship like he deserves? (37-40) 
[37] As he was drawing near [near to Jerusalem]—already on the way down the Mount of 
Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud 
voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, [38] saying, “Blessed is the King who 
comes in the name of the Lord [who comes with the backing and authority and blessing of 
God Almighty]! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 

Acknowledging him as King of kings and Lord of lords, the anointed one of God and  
  promised deliverer – they worshipped him like he deserved. 
 
In 5 ways: 
1. They worshipped openly. 

Think about it. The whole multitude took part, for everyone to see. It was wide open. 
They didn’t wait to worship behind closed doors in the temple. 
They didn’t retreat to the privacy of their own homes. Or hide behind the seclusion of  

  their Air Pods. They worshipped him openly. And we should too. 
 
2. They worshipped him joyfully.  

V37b – The whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God. 
 How could you not? Having found the pearl of greatest price and the Savior you’ve   
  been looking for – how could you do any other? How could you not be joyful? 
 It’s not only what he deserves, it’s natural. 

If you’re not joyful in worship, something’s wrong. 
 
3. They worshipped him loudly. 

The whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice. 
Not a subdued voice, fit for a double bogey at the Masters. Or a quiet voice fit for a   

  piano recital. No, these were shouts of praise. Like it says in Mt 21:9. 
The crowds . . . were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” 
Shouting, “praise to the promised one who saves.” It was loud. 

 
Just like it’s going to be loud in heaven. With the voice of a great multitude, like the   
  roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder. (Rev 19:6) 

It was loud, it’s going to be loud, and it should be loud. 
Because that’s what he deserves. 

 
4. They worshipped him boldly. 

Calling him a King. Knowing full well, that to do so was considered treason, and    
  punishable by death. But it didn’t matter to them, because that’s what he deserves. 
 
And it didn’t matter that they were opposed either. V39 – Some of the Pharisees in the 
 crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 

Tell them to be quiet. Why? Why would they say such a thing? 
Because they were more concerned about appeasing the government than glorifying  

  God. More concerned about the status quo than the status of Jesus. 
 
! Nor did they believe in Jesus. They didn’t believe he was the Messiah, and they didn’t 
  believe he was the Savior of the world – Hosanna. 
 So they pressured him to stop it. 

Which, as Jesus said, is impossible. V40 – “I tell you, if these were silent [this crowd], 
  the very stones would cry out.” 

In other words, “My praise and glory is so inevitable, and my worship so deserved, that 
  nature itself would take up the cause if they dropped it.” 
 
So they didn’t. They kept the faith. They continued to worship. Boldly. 
 And we should too. Perish the thought that we would be the generation that causes   
  nature to do our job. To take up the cause because we’re silent; or timid. 
 
They didn’t care what the person on their right or left thought, and neither should we. 

They didn’t care what the people behind them thought, and neither should we. 
They just cared what God thought. 

 Not that they were a distraction to those around them, the other guardrail in worship;  
  but that they were bold to worship like he deserved, just like those around them. 
 They worshipped boldly, and we should too. 
 
5. They worshipped him freely. 

Complete with palm branches. A holdover from the Feast of Tabernacles. 
Waving them, to express with their actions, the same things they were saying with their 

  words. That “you Lord, are victorious, and glorious, and worthy of our praise.” 
The waving of palms expressed with their actions, the same things they were saying  

  with their words, and believed in their heart. 
 
Much like we raise or clap our hands. Or bow our heads. Or lift our eyes. Or bend our  
  knee. All biblical expressions of worship . . . 

To convey with our bodies, the same things we’re saying with our words. 
Biblical, because it says in Ps 47:1 – Clap your hands, all you peoples! Shout to God  

  with loud songs of joy! 
And Ps 63:4 says – In your name I will lift up my hands. 

 They worshipped him freely. 
 
And we should too. Because that’s what Jesus deserves.***** 

Is he any less a king? Any less victorious? Any less worthy? No! 
In fact, he’s more so on this side of the cross. More victorious, more worthy. 
So far from stoic, apathetic, indifferent, or passive; we should worship him openly, 
 joyfully, loudly, boldly, and freely. Do you worship like he deserves? 

 
4th . . . 
Do you know his presence? (v41-44) 
[41] And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, [42] saying, “Would that 
you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are 
hidden from your eyes. 

 



“Would that you, even you, had known.” You who are so against me; so reject me; so  
  wrapped up in yourselves; so obsessed with the things of this world. 

Would that you had known on this day the things that make for peace! (42) Things like 
  faith, and repentance, and humility, and forgiveness. 
 
Would that you had known, but you don’t. You don’t know those things. You haven’t  
  embraced them. In fact they’re now hidden from your eyes (42b). 

You’re blind to the things that make for peace. Your heart has been hardened by the  
  deceit of sin (Heb 3:13). 

Your mind has been clouded by the god of this world, small “g.” (2 Cor 4:4) 
Would that you had known, but now it’s too late. 

 
! [43] For the days will come upon you [Jesus said], when your enemies will set up a 
barricade around you and surround you and hem you in on every side [44] and tear you 
down to the ground, you and your children within you. And they will not leave one stone 
upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your visitation.” 
 
It’s a prophecy about the Roman siege of Jerusalem 40 years later. A siege that brought  
  death and suffering of the worst kind. 

And eventually led to the utter destruction of the city. 
 
The point being, they didn’t know the presence of God when they saw it. His presence to 
 save and keep. His visitation that brings peace, security, hope. They missed it. 
 
! How about it? Do you know his presence? Personally? In your heart of hearts? 
 Do you know the sweetness of communing with him? 

Do you know the blessing of drawing near to him? 
Do you know the joy of walking with him? The comfort of talking with him? 
Do you know his presence? 

 
If not, believe and repent. Trust and obey. Because there’s no other way to be happy in 
 Jesus, and no other way to know his peace. It’s a question for life. 
 
And last . . . 
Do you hang on his words? (v45-48) 
[45] And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, [46] saying to 
them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a den of 
robbers.” 
 
A den of robbers for at least 2 reasons: 
 1. It was full of people who withheld their tithe. Robbing God of what they should give. 
 2. It was occupied by people who sold sacrifices for inflated prices. 
 So he drove them out. All of them. 
 
! [47] And he was teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests and the scribes and the 
principal men of the people were seeking to destroy him, [48] but they did not find 
anything they could do, for all the people were hanging on his words. 
 
Would that be you? Do you hang on the words of Jesus? The words he’s given and    
  preserved for us in the Bible? 

Are you eager to read them, and study them, and hear them taught? Daily? 
 Do lean in to hear his Word preached? Do you devour it like Jeremiah? Who said . . . 

Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the  
  delight of my heart. (Jer 15:16) Is that you? 
 
Do you feel like something is missing from your day if you don’t meditate on a verse or 
  passage? 
 Do you need God’s Word, literally need it, to go through life with any confidence and 
  assurance? 

Is your Bible so precious to you that you’d nearly despair if you lost it? 
 
If so, you’re hanging on his words. 
 If not, you’re missing out. And living half the life you could. (Summary) 
 
! It’s a question for life. Along with the others. Do you do what he says? Do you give 
 what he wants? Do you worship like he deserves? And do you know his presence?  
 
Questions we should ask all our lives, and questions that can lead to life. 

But you have to answer them. On Palm Sunday and every day. 
 
Pray – Lord, forgive us for our lack of obedience, and withholding what you want, and 
ignoring your Word. Truly, you are the God who saves us, worthy of all our praises. So 
may you find us worshipping like you deserve, today and every day. 


