
Life, Death, and Hope 

5 Thoughts 

1. We grieve, and that’s okay 

God’s people of old; King David; Jesus 

We weep at our loss, even while acknowledging heaven’s gain 

We weep with those who weep (Rom 12:15) 

 

We grieve, but we don’t despair – 2 Cor 4:6-18 

16 – So we do not lose heart; Why? B/c our death has purpose, our life has purpose,  

  people will be saved, and God will raise us too 

 18 – things that are seen; Like death and suffering; Unseen – life, truth, Jesus 

 So yes, we grieve, but we don’t despair 

 

2. We trust in God’s sovereignty 

That all things work together . . . 

 That a hair doesn’t fall from our head without God’s okay 

 That whatever he allows or whatever he ordains, he’s in control 

 That he has a plan that won’t be thwarted 

 That his ways are higher than ours 

 That he is good, and does good 

 That despite the fallen nature of this world, and the fact that bad things happen to good 

  people – he’s got it 

 

That’s the only way we can say with Job – The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken   

  away, blessed be the name of the LORD. (Job 1:21) 

 While that’s hard to say now, the sooner we can get there, the better off we will be 

 

3. We rest in his care 

Ex 2:25 – God knows 

 That if we draw near to him . . . 

His provision – My God will supply all your need . . . 

His tenderness – Ps 23 

 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He makes me lie down in green 

 pastures. He leads me beside still waters. [3] He restores my soul. He leads me in paths 

 of righteousness for his name's sake. 

[4] Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for 

 you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 

4. We believe in his Word 

That Bob is with the Lord; 2 Cor 5 – To be absent . . . 

Ps 73:23-26 – Nevertheless, I am continually with you; you hold my right hand. 

 [24] You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will receive me to glory. 

 [25] Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire 

 besides you. [26] My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart 

 and my portion forever. 

 

That to live is Christ, and to die is gain (Ph 1:21) 

 Not gain for us, but for Bob; No longer seeing dimly, but face to face (1 Cor 13) 

 

 

That nothing will separate him from the love of God 

 Rom 8:38-39 – For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 

 things present nor things to come, nor powers, [39] nor height nor depth, nor anything 

 else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

 Lord. 

 

That his worship is full 

 B/c now, he’s a part of the heavenly throng, the great cloud of witnesses and angels 

 Who are saying even as we speak – “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive   

  power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 

 “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and  

  might forever and ever!” (Rev 5:11-14) 

 

That he will rise again someday, with a new, glorified body 

 1 Cor 15 describes it in detail; 1 Thess 4 tells us how it will happen 

[13] But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, 

that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. [14] For since we believe that 

Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 

have fallen asleep. [15] For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we 

who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who 

have fallen asleep. [16] For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 

command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. 

And the dead in Christ will rise first. [17] Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will 

always be with the Lord. [18] Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

  

5. We lean on his grace 

His grace to save us in the first place, and assure us of his promise 

Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

[13] I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may 

know that you have eternal life. (1 Jn 5:12-13) 

 

His grace to minister to our hearts, and apply the balm of Gilead 

His grace in the fellowship of his saints, the body of Christ 

His grace to keep us in perfect peace . . . (Is 26:3-4) 

 

His grace to renew his mercies every morning 

 [21] But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: [22] The steadfast love of the  

 LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; [23] they are new every 

 morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lam 3:19-24) 

 

I trust that helps you; And that you find God’s goodness and God’s sovereignty to be   

 an everlasting rock, even in the midst of such heartache 

 

Pray – The LORD is a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. 

 [10] And those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, O LORD, have not 

 forsaken those who seek you. (Ps 9:9-10) 

 


