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Dear First Church family,

The First Church Focus is a resource for our church members to have throughout the year so that 
they can have a snapshot of what ministry in the church looks like. That means it contains a little bit of 
everything: reports from our different ministry areas, an overview of what is going on at our Agape 
Fellowship campus, a listing of our committee leadership, and our budget projections for the year. 
This is information that church members used to ask about quite a bit, but until we started the Focus 
as an annual report in 2019, we never had a way to communicate all of it at once.

Each year we use a different theme verse for the First Church Focus. This year, our theme verse 
comes from 2 Peter 3:18 which says, “Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity! Amen.” I believe that one of our 
main challenges during this pandemic has been the challenge of stagnating spiritual growth. I’ve 
experienced it myself, and I know many other people who have as well. It has felt like the pressure of 
just getting by each day has taken up all of the physical and emotional energy we have. Sometimes it 
just doesn’t feel like there is any gas left in the tank to devote to spiritual growth!

Yet the counsel we have from the Holy Spirit is never to stop growing. Indeed, the Holy Spirit will give 
us the grace we need to grow! So that word from Second Peter is very important: Grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Likewise, the Apostle Paul tells us in Ephesians 
4:15-16 that we are “to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the 
whole body … builds itself up in love.” The Christian spiritual life is a life of unceasing growth.

How are you going to grow in 2022? In the pages ahead, you will see lots of evidence of growth. We 
are growing in our mission, and we are growing in our ministries. As a church family, I believe that 
God is calling us to grow in some very specific ways this year. What about you as an individual? How 
are you going to grow, and how are you going to contribute to our church’s growth?

I think that, at a certain point, we all thought that we would just wait until the pandemic was over so 
that we could get back to our normal lives. What we’ve seen up to this point is that the pandemic may 
never end—if by “end” we mean that the Covid-19 virus goes away. Instead, we have to adjust and 
adapt to a world where Covid-19 is here for the long-term. So given that new reality, the challenge 
before us is to have faith, hope, and love … and in all things, to grow.

       Yours in Christ,

       
       Rev. Andrew C. Thompson
       Senior Pastor

“GROW IN THE GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR 
JESUS CHRIST. TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH NOW AND FOREVER! AMEN.”
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Dear Church family,

I want to open with an exciting announcement for the women of our congregation and community! 
On Saturday, April 30, 2022, our church will host our second Women’s Simulcast event. We are 
bringing Lifeway Women Live to First Church again! Sister-friends, get ready for a high-energy, 
virtual experience that will deepen your relationship with Jesus while nurturing the bonds with the 
women at your side. We will explore pursuing Christ together in grace through teaching, worship, 
and fellowship during this one-day event. We will look at what it means to receive and give grace, 
worship the heavenly Father who has lavished grace upon us and study what Scripture says about 
our gracious Savior.

When women gather together, it provides an opportunity for relationships across generations and 
experiences to form so that women might share their wisdom—and even mistakes and warnings—
with one another. The fellowship and prayer times are a safe and practical place for women to ask 
each other about things like how to balance work and life, how to handle a new marriage, how to 
navigate toddlerhood, how to share Christ with a coworker, how to recover from trauma, how to walk 
in newness of life, and more. These types of gatherings are vital to discipleship.

Why should you attend this women’s gathering? (And men, why should you encourage the ladies in 
your life to attend?) Speaking from experience, I want to offer a few reasons why. Because it’s hard 
to hear God’s voice above the noise of everyday life. When is the last time you sat before God 
without a To-Do list hanging over you, a pile of laundry the size of Texas Stadium in the background, 
or family members pressing in on all sides? If you can’t remember, you need to attend! Because 
we need each other. Faith is contagious. Just like a virulent virus, as we well know, it passes from 
person to person through close contact. Today’s busy world allows little time for women to share 
faith stories, pray together, and hear biblical messages written with women in mind. Standing side 
by side with our sisters in Christ, worshipping, praying, and learning about our precious Savior 
makes us stronger. When I join a group of women singing praise songs to God, I experience a taste 
of what Heaven’s going to be like when we’re gathered around His throne. When I sit with my sisters 
and open God’s Word, the insights I gain as we study together add weight and credence to its truth. 
When I pray for others, and they pray for me, I know I’m not alone, no matter how heavy my burden 
is. Some years their faith strengthens me, and other years my faith strengthens them. Together we 
bear each other’s burdens.

For these and many other reasons, I place a high priority on women’s gatherings. If you’ve never 
attended an event like this, or you haven’t in a while, why not make plans to attend? You’ll be glad 
you did.

With love and excitement, 

Rev. Jen Ryerson
Executive Pastor

WOMEN’S MINISTRY UPDATE
REV. JEN RYERSON



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE
AMANDA WORTHY

As someone who has the honor and privilege of spending time with our tiniest disciples, I have a 
front-row seat to witness how our kids are growing in “the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ” each week as we gather together for Spark Kids. 

In 2021, we were able to begin gathering together again after what felt like a time of exile. Our Spark 
Kids children’s ministry began the year strong with the return of our in-person Sunday school and 
evening programming. We brought back many of our annual family and community events such as 
VBS and Trunk or Treat. We even gathered together for some new family discipleship events with the 
addition of our Eggcellent Adventure activities and a Night in Bethlehem. 

As we begin 2022, I’m excited to focus on the discipleship of our children as well as our families. We 
will continue to gather together for the Spark Kids 
ministry programming our families have come to 
know and love. We will open our church doors 
to our families and our community this summer 
for our VBS program, Food Truck Party! We will 
continue our outreach and evangelism through 
the fun, family events hosted by Spark Kids 
surrounding Easter and Advent. Spark Kids will 
continue to be a place for our children to grow in 
their faith and relationship with Jesus, a place for 
them to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 

As we begin our spring semester, I want to give 
our kids the opportunity to choose the type of studies they take part in, just like the adults do, with our 
new Grow First Kids programming. I hope to continue encouraging our kids to lead in new ways through 
our Kids First worship and Children’s Ministry Sundays, where our children are given the opportunity 
to lead our church family in worship. I hope to empower our children and their families to serve our 
community and world together in new ways. I want our kids to learn how to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus in the world.

However, in 2022, I want us to focus not only on our kids but also on our family units. I’m looking 
forward to partnering with our parents as they 
navigate discipling their families in this new, post-
covid world. I hope to encourage and empower 
our parents to make discipleship at home a priority 
in their lives and schedules. I hope to provide our 
families with fun, engaging, at-home discipleship 
materials so we can grow and learn about Jesus 
together. I am honored to serve alongside our 
children and their families as we all grow in the 
grace and knowledge of Jesus together. And as with 
everything we do, “to Him be glory both now and 
forever!” 



MARY ANNE KULL
It’s officially been over a year since the decision was made to form our Mid-Youth ministry,
IGNITE. As 2021 got started, we began meeting in person again. What a blessing! Through
funds from the Foundation, we were able to update N109 with beautiful cabinets and temporary
dividers in order to allow this large room to work as an inviting and flexible space for our 5th and
6th graders. My favorite part of our ministry in 2021 was Daycamp. What a wonderful
opportunity to get to build rapport with my students and share in daily devotion and fun! Another
one of my favorites from 2021 is the new Kids First service that our Children’s Minister, Amanda
Worthy, came up with. With each month that the kids lead this service, we see them taking more
ownership and making this gathering time an opportunity for them to utilize their spiritual gifts.

This year our focus comes from 2 Peter 3:18. Here we are advised to 1) Grow in our faith in
Jesus Christ, 2) Stand up for our faith, and 3) Grow in godliness as we wait for Christ’s return.
That’s what all of our goals as Christians should be! I am sure if we replaced all of our New
Year’s resolutions with those 3 goals, we would find a much more fruitful result. What does this
look like for 5th and 6th graders?

To grow in faith in Jesus Christ you have to know Him. Who do you know really well? How often
do you get together? How often do you communicate? This year I want to focus on teaching our
IGNITE students that to know someone well, the first step is to spend time together. This year
we are offering Sunday School during Sunday mornings and a Wednesday evening program for
select Wednesdays. During both of these program times we have planned engaging learning
opportunities to help 5th and 6th graders learn what the Bible teaches and how to grow in faith.
This is the time that they will get the tools they need to learn what faith in Jesus is all about and
how to spend time with him.

To stand up for your faith, you need knowledge of what you believe and to have confidence in it.
According to Williams Glasser, we learn 95% of what we teach to others and 80% of what we
experience. This is one of the reasons I believe that the Kids First service has the potential to be
one of the most fruitful components of our children’s ministry. Any student
in 1st-6th grade is welcome to join us on the first Sunday of every month starting at 8:30.
Glasser also states that we learn 70% of what we discuss with others. During our Wednesday
programming, students get to choose an area of interest to study, similar to the adult GROW
First. I believe this will be a great time for students to go deeper in study and will offer many
opportunities for discussion.

To grow in godliness as we wait for Christ’s return our 5th and 6th graders need a support
system. They need their parents, but they also need like-minded friends to grow with, and
leaders who are trained to support their current developmental and spiritual needs. For the first
time, we are taking a group of students to Superstart in Tulsa, OK. Superstart is a Christian
conference made just for 4th-6th grade students. I am so excited and I ask that you pray that
this will be a time where our students have a strengthened faith in Jesus and are convicted of
the importance of growing in godliness in their own lives. We will also have Daycamp for
completed 4th and 5th graders June 6-9 and LMP for completed 6th graders June 26-July 1.
and I are working together to ensure our 6th graders feel comfortable Riley Harris and excited
about participating in LMP.

I am so excited and hopeful for what 2022 will bring. May it all be for the Glory of God!

MIDDLE SCHOOL MINISTRY



Our mission at First Youth is to bring students into a 
relationship with Jesus and create a faith foundation 
that will allow them to build on and grow through their 
school years and beyond. In everything we do, we pray 
that God guides our steps into creating an environment 
within our First Youth community that allows us to carry 
out our mission in fruitful and powerful ways. It is amazing 
to witness the way that Jesus continues to work in the 
lives of our students, and there aren’t enough words 
to describe the revival that we are currently seeing 
happening within our youth ministry. 

This past year proved to be exciting and memorable, 
and there are a number of highlights that are fun to 
look back and reflect on. We were able to resume our 
weekly programming including our Crossroads Sunday 
evening gatherings as well as the reintroduction of Small 
Groups for all of our students in grades 7-12 led by an 
extraordinary volunteer team of college and adult leaders. 
It was also exciting to return to our full calendar of annual 
events including our Spring Break trip to Gulf Shores in March, our 20th Annual Local Mission Project in June, 
Fall Retreat in October, and most recently we were able to return to the Passion Conference in Atlanta with 
a group of high school seniors and college students. The list of everything amazing that happened in 2021 
could honestly go on and on! 

As we reminisce on the previous year and everything that we witnessed and accomplished together in the 
name of Jesus, it truly excites us for what is to come in 2022. We are excited to be returning to our weekly 
programming of our Sunday evening Crossroads gatherings and weekly Small Groups complete with exciting 
events and opportunities mixed in to be on the lookout for. We are heading back to the mountains this year 
as we are planning to return to Denver/Winter Park for our Spring Break service and ski trip. Of course, we are 
also underway in planning our 21st Annual Local Mission Project this June! 

I believe in every aspect of our youth ministry 
at First Church, and I know our Church 
believes in our mission as well. For that I 
am extremely humbled and grateful. I am 
also thankful that we serve a God that is 
as awesome as He is and allows us to be 
difference-makers in the life of each and every 
student who comes through our doors. Join 
us in prayer as we pray for the continued 
growth, revival, and resurgence of our youth 
ministry. Let the hearts of our students 
continue to seek understanding and be on 
fire for Jesus. Let us continue to be a ministry 
in which our students are transformed into 
deeply devoted disciples both for now and 
forevermore. It’s going to be a great year! I 
hope you join us.

YOUTH MINISTRY
RILEY HARRIS



What does it mean for us to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” 
(2 Peter 3.18, NRSV)? Does it simply mean to learn more facts about Jesus, our Emmanuel, God 
with us? While this type of knowledge is important, it is only the beginning. The witness of the New 
Testament does not call us solely to a factual knowledge, but also to an experiential knowledge 
of who God is and the work that God is doing in our lives and in our community. Throughout the 
earthly ministry of Jesus, we often see our Lord leading the disciples into communities of and 
interactions with hurting people. To grow experientially in the grace and knowledge of our Lord, we 
must be willing to go into those places where the Spirit of God is already at work.

I rejoice, brothers and sisters, that our church family continues to faithfully go! We go to meet the 
hurting and the hopeless in our community and around the world, whether that happens here on our 
church campuses or elsewhere. Even as the COVID pandemic continues to impact the world, in 2021 
we continued in faithful, fruitful ministry each week at Bread of Life, Daily Bread, His Helping Hands, 
and through our Scholastic Mission snack pack and summer foods programs. We were able to 
resume two mission events that had been canceled in 2020 due to the global health crisis: Badges 
& BBQ returned as a celebratory ministry for the officers and staff at Springdale Police Department, 
and the Alternative Christmas Market came back to promote some incredible non-profit ministries 
in our community, throughout our state, and around the world. After pivoting to a one-day event in 
2020, 2021 saw the return of a week-long Local Mission Project. We also hosted our second annual 
Community Christmas Shoppe, in which parents from our community could come and pick out gifts 
for their children. On top of that, 2021 saw the birth of new mission opportunities. In partnership 
with His Helping Hands, Scholastic Mission, and medical professionals and hair stylists from our 
community, we hosted a Back to School Block Party to encourage families and empower students as 
they returned to the classroom. As God gave us the opportunity, we shared hope and resources with 
our sister churches in Cuba and Peru. We also sent our first team to our sister church in Kenya, where 
they connected with the church and community and began exploring together next steps to make 
tangible the love and hope of Jesus.

As we celebrate all that God is calling us to as a church family in missions and outreach, I want to 
encourage you to ask yourself the question: as I look at 2022, how will growing in the grace and 

knowledge of the Lord call me beyond 
my current circumstances into hopeless 
places and into relationships with hurting 
people? To grow in the grace of the 
Lord, where is God calling me to go? 
The missions described above continue. 
God may even call us to go on mission in 
new ways in the year ahead. There are so 
many opportunities to join in as we move 
into 2022. I pray that God would give us 
discernment and courage as we look to 
the future and that in all of our mission 
initiatives lives would be transformed by 
the love of Jesus and the power of the 
Holy Spirit to the glory of God.

JOSHUA BLAND



As we look forward to 2022, the musicians of First 
Church will continue providing music of the highest 
quality in each of our worship services.  That is 
the mainstay of our ministry, leading our church in 
giving praise to God and witness to our faith as we 
gather each week for worship.

Throughout the year we get to hear music from bands, choirs and handbells.  We also bring in 
musicians from local schools and orchestras including the University of Arkansas and the Arkansas 
Philharmonic.  We are blessed with musicians who, while leading worship with music of differing 

styles, do so in a way that is respectful and 
collaborative. One of the highlights of that 
collaboration last year was in the Hanging of the 
Greens service.  Music that evening included 
children’s voices, and combined efforts from 
First Praise, Cornerstone, and the Chancel Choir.  
Adding to the collaboration were musicians from 
the Shiloh Singers, a newly forming Springdale 
community choir.  We’ll be offering new 
opportunities for such efforts this year. 
We can also look forward to presentations by 
some of our area’s premier music groups.  The 
Cathedral Choir of John Brown University will be 
with us in worship on March 20 and will present 

a concert in our sanctuary later that day.  We will also host the Singing Men of Arkansas again in the 
fall for their annual Heritage of Hymns concert.  Our sanctuary is uniquely suited as a space for choral 
music and it will be our pleasure to host these fine singers. 

While we are looking forward to these events and are thankful for the musicians who lead us 
each week, it’s important to affirm the value of singing by our congregation. God is honored by 
the combined voices of all of us who are gathered in worship. As the musicians of First Praise, 
Cornerstone, and our Classic Service stand before the church each week, they invite you to add 
your voice to theirs as we praise God 
together. 

On behalf of my colleagues, Michael 
Cooper, Patrick Hall, and Ernest 
Whitmore we would love to talk to you 
about finding your place in our music 
ministry.  And we encourage you to 
enter into worship this year with all 
your heart, mind and strength as we 
grow together in grace and knowledge, 
always giving glory to God.

MUSIC MINISTRY
REV. DANNY REDING



First Church shows our love and devotion as disciples of Jesus Christ by loving and caring for one 
another. Covid has not made this easy, but we continue to press on and find ways to stay connected 
and care for those in our congregation who are hurting. Through notes, cards, and phone calls we 
let our homebound members know we are thinking of them. We had a momentary reprieve in which 
we could start to visit. During that time, a sweet group of ladies baked and packaged cookies for 
Christmas baskets that some of our Stephen Ministers then delivered. It was so much fun! 

We will continue to look for special ways just like that to reach out. Speaking of Stephen Ministry, 
we have a committed group of ministers who show us every day what it means to share the love of 
Christ. So what exactly are Stephen Ministers? 

Stephen Ministers are lay congregation members trained to provide one-to-one care to those 
experiencing a difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, or 
relocation. Stephen Ministers come from all walks of life, but they all share a passion for bringing 
Christ’s love and care to people during a time of need. We are so proud of our Stephen Ministers 
and Stephen Ministry Leaders!

If you are interested in learning about how to become a trained Stephen Minister, watch for details 
throughout the spring and summer about Stephen Ministry.  There will be an opportunity to learn 
more and to sign-up for training this fall. (If you need one-to-one Christian Care or know someone 
who would benefit from this ministry, reach out to me. I would be happy to visit with you.)
As we look to what we can do in 2022 to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, 
and live into His commandment to love one another, there are a few ministries we would like to 
return to or begin anew:
 • Homebound Communion
 • First Church Bus Ministry
 • Hearts and Hands Ministry

We can share God’s love with 
one another through acts of 
service like taking communion 
to someone who cannot come 
to church, bringing someone to 
church who no longer drives, 
helping those in our congregation 
with household chores like 
changing light bulbs and air 
filters, or help with getting to 
doctor appointments or grocery 
shopping.  If this is something 
you feel God calling you to, 
please reach out to me.  
We need many hands and many 
hearts to love each other the way 
God calls us.

JOANNA DAVIS
CONGREGATIONAL CARE



“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now 
and forevermore. Amen!” (2 Peter 3:18)

GROW IN GRACE- what does that look like at Agape? As a 
couple, we have been in ministry together for 20 years and 
half of that time has been here in Springdale. The question 
we have been asking ourselves this year is this: can it be that 
the challenges brought on by this season are actually growth 
opportunities? We believe that they must be because of the 
promise that He is working all these things together for the good 
of those who are called for His purposes and for His glory!

The current season 
made some space to re-
evaluate what might be 
more fruitful work in the 
Agape congregation. 

If we can’t “go big” at this time, how can we “go deep”? 
We felt led last year to invite our entire congregation to 
go through a modified Celebrate Recovery program for 
Wednesday night discipleship. This could give all of us an 
opportunity to identify hurts, habits, and hang-ups in our own 
personal lives so that any barriers to growth in our own lives 
could be dealt with. How do we grow in deeper knowledge of 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?  Step 1 in the program is to 
step out of denial and into the grace of God. Some key ways 
believers grow are through Word, prayer and witnessing. We 
found that the most powerful part of the program came through hearing people tell their stories, each 
one a witness to what God has done and where He had brought them from.  Applying the word and 
accountability in small groups following the teaching and testimony brings further growth in grace.

We love the ways our congregation is creative in reaching out to the community: our little pantry added 
an outdoor refrigerator for perishables and those, along with our little library, are very frequently visited. 

In the warmer months, our garden continues to 
expand and the Pumpkin Festival was the highlight 
of our market season!

All in all, we want to become the healthiest 
container possible, ready to receive the fruit God 
promised for the sake of His glory.

We meet Sunday mornings for worship at 
10:00 AM, Sunday nights 5:00 PM for prayer. 
Wednesdays for dinner at 5:30 PM with Agape 
Discipleship 6:00-7:30 PM.

AGAPE FELLOWSHIP
REV. ROB & ANNA WILLIAMS



OUR MISSION

Connecting 
people to God 

and one another 
by gathering 
in worship, 
growing in 

discipleship to 
Jesus Christ, and 

going into the 
world in mission.
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