
RETWEETING JESUS: THE BOOK OF JAMES 
August 17: James 5:1-6: 
Moths and Corrosion
 
 
Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on you. 2 Your wealth has 
rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify 
against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. 4 Look! The wages you 
failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have 
reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. 5 You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have 
fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and murdered the innocent one, who was 
not opposing you. 
 
Intro: Followers of Jesus who have great riches carry a burden every day that never leaves their minds and 
hearts. What will they do with all that they possess? You and I cannot imagine the preoccupation of it. Nor can 
we imagine the continual stream of people with hands outstretched on behalf of themselves or their 
organizations. Even great riches are limited. In a world full of need the richest person can only help a relative 
few. 
 We who live in these United States are well-advised to listen in to this polemic against the rich. Wealth is 
relative. You may be wealthy compared to your family and friends. And you may feel like a pauper when you 
peruse the Forbes list of the rich. The average human resident of Planet Earth, however, who makes less every 
month than you pay for cable television, sees you as a “wealthy American.” He may judge you as wealthy based 
on the square footage of your residence, the health care which you receive, your transportation options, the way 
you dress, or the way you eat. Even the poor in America are far richer in many ways than the average human 
being on earth. 
 Virtually everybody wants to be rich. We think what we would do if we won the lottery or suddenly came 
into a fortune. We dream of travel, mansions, and the freedom that money can provide. Such dreams are 
common to us all. 
 So a polemic against rich people sounds suspicious to us. We would choose to be in their number if we had a 
choice. Judgment on the rich sounds like judgment on our dreams and, for some, judgment on all that we are 
working toward every day. 
 James is pastor to a poor community of believers. Some of them are hungry every day. The new churches 
founded by the Apostle Paul received a collection for the poor Christians in Jerusalem. A considerable amount 
of Paul’s time from A.D. 52 to 57 was devoted to organizing a collection among his Gentile churches for "the 
poor among the saints in Jerusalem" (Romans 15:26). 
 Some residents of Jerusalem, however, are wealthy. Few of these have become Christians. So Pastor James, 
who lives every day with a congregation of the poor, neglected and abused, writes a paragraph in his letter to 
rich people in his community. Sometimes a pastor has a voice in his community. We do not know how many 
people outside of the congregation of Christians heard this warning. But James is fired up, passionate, as he 
addresses this injustice.  
 
I. Keep your wealth working: Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and 
eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days (v3). 
 A. Everything on earth rots. It is all perishable. 
 B. Corrosion will testify against you. 
 C. Wealth is given for us to use, not to hoard. 
  1. Hoarding is an ugly sin. We see this on television every day. We discover that some people are 
mentally ill and that has given rise to their hoarding. 
  2. People whose homes are chock full of goods that they cannot and will not use are suffering from some 
delusion. 
 ***We are going to have a WEALTH IN MOTION Offering. I want us all, me included, to look through the 
goods that we possess—the clothes and furniture and technology and tools—and find the things that are of no 



use to use anymore and put them in motion, back into circulation. Give it all away or sell it and make an 
offering on September 28. We will use that offering to bless the poor. On that day you can designate your 
offering to go to ministries that are dear to you or to the general operations of our church without designation.  
 
II. Treat your workers fairly: Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields are 
crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty (v4). 
 A. We live in a city full of mowers. We are the greenest place in these United States. I hope no one in this 
room failed to pay your yardman or landscaper. You just got nailed by Pastor James! 
 B. Sometimes contractors and employees complain because they do not receive the wages that are due them. 
  1. This often happens to day laborers. They stand outside of Lowe’s or Home Depot waiting for work. 
The negotiate a fair wage with their prospective employer through the open window of a pickup truck. Then 
they wait and wait, and never receive their pay. I don’t care if they are undocumented, a person who does such a 
thing has come to the attention of the Almighty. 
 C. God hears the cry of the worker treated unjustly. 
 
III. Avoid self-indulgence: You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened 
yourselves in the day of slaughter (v5). 
 ***Americans are 5 percent of the world’s population. But we produce 40 percent of the world’s garbage. 
 A. Self-indulgence is simple self-centeredness and selfishness from the perspective of resources and material 
goods. 
  1. I do not know what God might say to me about the 10 suits hanging in my closet or the furniture stuck 
in every corner. I am not sure if God will happy with all the food I throw away because I failed to eat it before 
the date expired. 
  2. We are self-indulgent by nature. It comes naturally and easily to us. We are so self-indulgent that we 
want to justify self-indulgence even as followers of Jesus. 
 B. Self-indulgence is consistently condemned in the scriptures. Amos and all the Old Testament prophets 
were clear and vocal on this point. Amos said (Amos 6:4-6):  
You lie on beds adorned with ivory 
and lounge on your couches. 
You dine on choice lambs 
and fattened calves. 
5 You strum away on your harps like David 
and improvise on musical instruments. 
6 You drink wine by the bowlful 
and use the finest lotions, 
but you do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph. 
  1. The rich were content and complacent. 
  2. The powerful did not care for the plight of others in their community or city. 
  3. Those who had their piece of the pie had no concern for the many who went without life’s necessities. 
 C. Their sin was not that they had stuff. Their sin was that they were self-indulgent and hard-hearted toward 
the poor. Be very careful in your attitudes toward the poor who live on this earth. You will be tempted to malign 
them, think ill of them. You will be tempted to suppose that your good work and character have gotten you all 
that you possess, and that the poor lack these things and are therefore fully responsible for their poverty. 
 D. Realize that self-indulgence has some consequences downstream. For instance, if you dam up the river 
that flows through your property, you can capture a lot of water and improve your farm. But the 
neighbor/farmer downstream may need that water for irrigation. So in helping yourself, you hurt him. 
 We all live upstream from someone and downstream from someone. We complain about those upstream who 
make it harder for us to do well. But we may not give equal consideration to those who live downstream from 
us who suffer from our management of goods and services. 
 C. Systemic evil is still evil. James may be referring to outright murder in verse 6. Or he may be talking 
about the consequences of decision-making by those who control resources. He may be holding people 
accountable for systems of which they are a part that hurt and even kill people. 



  1. Part of our responsibility is to analyze and acknowledge the impact our lifestyle has on those around us.  
 
IV. Evaluate everything according to “the Lord’s will”: Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we 
will live and do this or that” (James 4:15). 
 A. This is what it means to follow Jesus, to call him “Lord.” We follow his prompting, his example, his 
teachings. And we are fully surrendered to his purposes for us. 


