
RETWEETING JESUS: THE BOOK OF JAMES 
July 27:  James 3:13-18: Blessed Are the Peacemakers 
 
Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the 
humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not 
boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, 
unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil 
practice. 
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full 
of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of 
righteousness 
 
Intro: Today Pastor James’ letter is dealing with WISDOM. He contends there are two kinds of 
wisdom—earthly and heavenly. 
 All of us would like to be wise. We admire Gandalf and Yoda because they are wise. Luke Skywalker is a 
hero because he learns to be wise as well as strong. 
 Many of the popular sitcoms feature characters who are geniuses. They are helped by people who are strong 
and have street-cred. Often the traditional roles are reversed. The woman is the strong-arm while the man is the 
genius. In Bones, the woman is the genius and the man is her defender. In House, the man is the genius and the 
woman is his defender.  
 Most geniuses are not depicted as physically strong. And most with brute strength are not depicted as 
geniuses. 
 The Bible says that strength and wisdom go together. It’s not talking about brute strength, though. It’s 
talking about inner strength, strength of character. A person who displays courage, honesty, integrity, and 
kindness is a very strong and powerful person.  
 I think you will be surprised by this analysis of wisdom. I hope you pay attention as we go through the text. 
Say to yourself, “I fear the Lord.” That is the beginning of wisdom. Then hear his word. 
 
I. Show Your Wisdom with Good Deeds: Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by 
their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom (James 3:13) 
 A. We think that intellectual prowess and physical activity are two different things. We treat them this way. 
The Bible says that we are wrong. True wisdom is ALWAYS connected to behavior. It is thoroughly practical.  
 B. Do your deeds in humility. 
 C. Humility comes from wisdom. Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that "We all possess 
knowledge." But knowledge puffs up while love builds up (I Cor. 8:1). 
 
II. Face the Bitter Envy and Selfish Ambition: But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 
hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth (James 3:14). 
 A. What it means to “harbor.” 
 B. What are these attitudes and feelings? They are connected. Both are self-centered attitudes. 
  1. Bitter envy is a feeling of injustice against yourself for your own situation in life. 
  2. Selfish ambition 
 C. How should I address them this morning? 
  1. Do not boast about them being in you. 
  2. Do not deny the truth 
 D. How are these attitudes “earthly, unspiritual, demonic”? 
 E. Why are they accompanied by “disorder and every evil practice”? 
  1. What are these things? 
   a. Disorder-- 
   b. Evil practice 
  2. Do envy and selfish ambition cause these things? 
  3. Are they companions of disorder and evil practice? Do they grow in the same environment? 



 
III. Develop Heavenly Wisdom: But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then 
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere (James 3:17). 
 A. 
 B. “Peacemakers” is how James styles those who display heavenly wisdom. These wise people are sowing 
something. They are planting something. And it will bear a harvest. The harvest may not be what you thought or 
expected. It is a harvest of righteousness, of right behavior as well as right-standing. 
 The person who is a peacemaker produces right living not only in his own life but also in the lives of those 
around him.  
 ***Jack Hunter met a pastor in Afghanistan whose daughter was kidnapped by militants and he was given 
this ultimatum: renounce your faith or your daughter will be killed. He told the kidnappers that he could not 
renounce his faith in Christ. They beheaded his daughter. His friends urged the pastor to seek political asylum in 
the USA because he and his family were in such grave danger. To their surprise, he refused to do so but instead 
chose to continue to bear witness to his faith in Christ in his native land. 
   


