
 RETWEETING JESUS: THE BOOK OF JAMES 
August 3: James 4:1-12: He Gives Us More Grace. What causes 
fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your 
desires that battle within you? 2 You desire but do not have, so 
you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you 
quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 
3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong 
motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 
4 You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the 
world means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who 
chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 
5 Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he jealously 
longs for the spirit he has caused to dwell in us? 6 But he gives us 
more grace. That is why Scripture says: 
“God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.” 
7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you. 8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. 
Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter 
to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before 
the Lord, and he will lift you up. 
11 Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who 
speaks against a brother or sister or judges them speaks against 
the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not 
keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 12 There is only one 
Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But 
you—who are you to judge your neighbor? 
Intro: MORE GRACE. God has more grace for you. You are not 
at the end of God’s grace though you might be acting like you are. 
God has more grace. His grace is deeper and wider than you know. 
It covers all our sin. And it is greater than all our sin. 
 God knows the depth of our need. He realizes that we are but 
dust. He understands our weaknesses and infirmities.  
 God is giving more grace today. He is pouring out his grace.  
 YOU CAN RECEIVE this day his grace for living. 
I. Examine Your PRACTICE of Prayer: You do not have 
because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not receive, 
because you ask with wrong motives (James 4:2-3) 



 A. These are definitely religious people to whom James is 
writing. They have come out of a Jewish religion that full of zeal 
for their own people and their homeland, and full of resentment 
toward the Romans. The church in Jerusalem was likely to be 
affected by the internal strife of Judaism as well as its resentments 
toward foreign powers. James is writing before the destruction of 
Jerusalem when the contentious spirit of the Jews brought the fist 
of Rome down upon them. The Roman army destroyed Jerusalem 
and ended any control of the land of Israel by Jews for almost 2000 
years. 
 B. We think—and we pretend—that our contentious spirit is 
about something good and holy, that we are protecting grand 
principles and sacred covenants. In reality, however, our quarrels 
and fights are mostly about lusts and desires that war in our 
members. We are protecting our own little hoard. We are greedy, 
willful, stubborn, proud, and fearful of differing opinions. We are 
insecure in ourselves, and our insecurity gives rise to fear. 
 C. Humans are always able to ennoble their contentions, 
quarrels, and fights with illusions of grand motives and holy 
purposes. ***Killing of innocents on 9-11 as an example.  
 D. James is CALLING THEIR BLUFF. They are blustering, 
fuming about rights and responsibilities in their inflamed speech 
and shoving matches when really they are driven by greed, pride, 
anger, and a bitter spirit. 
  1. When you are in a quarrel or fight that is fundamentally 
about your wounded pride or your personal insecurities, you 
cannot win that fight no matter the outcome: “YOU CANNOT 
GET WHAT YOU WANT.” 
  2. This is the nature of evil desires. They cannot be satiated 
or satisfied. Envy, fear, anger—they are black holes of the soul. 
 D. Sometimes desires and quarrels are such that we do not want 
to ask God about it. “You do not have because you do not ask 
God.” We know deep inside that the spirit in which we are 
operating is not a godly spirit, not the spirit of Christ. Therefore, 
we do not seek the place of prayer. We love the darkness we are in, 
and we do not want it to be exposed. 
 E. Sometimes our prayers betray us. Prayer is a special place 
you can go in your mind to discern the condition of your heart. In 
the place of prayer you often discover what is really on your heart. 

You discover the deepest desires of your heart. And you discover 
the motives that are driving you in your relationship with God.  
II. Examine Your CHOICES of Friends: You adulterous 
people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means 
enmity against God? (James 4:4). RETWEETING JESUS on this 
matter of friendship with the world. John 1:10: He was in the 
world, and the world was made by him, and the world did not 
know him. 
 A. Few things in life are more important than choosing your 
friends. Friends will build you up, or they will tear you down. The 
Bible says, The righteous choose their friends carefully, but the 
way of the wicked leads them astray (Proverbs 12:26). 
 B. I learn a lot about you when you introduce me to your 
friends. And you learn a lot about me when I do the same for you. 
Sometimes we choose our friends because we just want to get 
along, to be part of something. The discussion about friendship 
with the world and friendship with God is a large discussion. It 
concerns how you perceive the world out there and your place in it.  
 C. If you befriend the values and morals of this world order, 
you forfeit the way of Christ. The Apostle John said it best in I 
John 2:15: Do not love the world or anything in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. 
 D. If you befriend those who are angry, violent, profane, and 
obscene, you will one day become the object of their bitter envy. 
Proverbs 22:24: Do not make friends with a hot-tempered person, 
do not associate with one easily angered. 
 E. If you decide to adopt the model you see out there as your 
own standard for life and behavior, then you are breaking the 
FIRST and the TENTH Commandments, and you are declaring 
war on God.  
III. SUBMIT and RESIST: Submit yourselves, then, to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you (James 4:7).  
 A. If you have quit praying, but you want to start again. If your 
prayers have been captured by anger and greed, and you want to 
turn from such powerless prayer, I have a PRAYER 
SUGGESTION FOR YOU. PERSONALIZE THE LORD’S 
PRAYER. 
 B. Submit to God. This is James calling us to the life of 
heavenly wisdom that surrenders all to Christ as Lord. 



  1. Here is a first-line prayer for the person contemplating an 
argument, violence, and conflict: Thy kingdom come, they will be 
done, in my life as it is in heaven. 
  2. Maybe you don’t like that prayer. You want to identify 
and vilify your enemy, and then ask God to bless your 
intemperance, hatred, and self-centeredness. If you wait to pray 
until you have already pulled the pin on the grenade, you are not 
likely to receive anything from God. 
 B. Resist the devil. We are so weak in our resistance. We give 
in to temptation at its first invitation. We stumble through life 
succumbing to the Evil One and knowing it. 
  1. Here is a prayer when you feel temptation coming: Lead 
me not into temptation, but deliver me from evil. 
  2. If you don’t want to be delivered from evil attitudes, 
worldly desires, and sinful practices, this prayer will not work for 
you. But if you desire to be delivered from that which damages 
you and those around you, then pray this prayer with a pure motive 
and expect that God will empower you with an answer. 
 C. “Wash your hands, you SINNERS” is not a charge to lost 
people in the world. It is challenge to Christian people in the 
church. We are the “double-minded” persons of which Pastor 
James’ speaks. So here is a prayer for you when you discover that 
your hands are stained with sinful deeds and your lips are stained 
with sinful words: Forgive my trespasses as I forgive those who 
trespass against me. 
 D. STOP, DROP, and ROLL. Your life is on fire. You are about 
to lose it all. The fire comes from a mouth that spouts venom 
instead of peace. It comes from a heart that is angry instead of 
joyful, bitter instead of faithful, and despairing instead of hopeful.  
  1. STOP right where you are. Realize how dangerous to your 
own health and well-being these attitudes and fights have become. 
  2. DROP right where you are. HUMBLE YOURSELF 
BEFORE GOD. Confess your sin to God. Receive his forgiveness. 
  3. ROLL on to Christ those BURDENS that weigh you 
down, that make you sad, that sap your strength. 
 E. JAMES IS SOUNDING THE ALARM. He is treating this 
like the true emergency that it is.  
CONCLUSION: God has more grace for you. He is ready for 
you to receive his grace. You must acknowledge your own 

helplessness in the face of moral failure. You cannot receive his 
grace as long as you are determined to fix it yourself. 


