
 RETWEETING JESUS: THE BOOK OF JAMES 

July 20:  James 3:1-12:  Out of the Same Mouth 

 

Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, 

because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. 

2 We all stumble in many ways. Anyone who is never at fault in 

what they say is perfect, able to keep their whole body in check. 

3 When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey 

us, we can turn the whole animal. 4 Or take ships as an example. 

Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they 

are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 

5 Likewise, the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes 

great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small 

spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts 

of the body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of 

one’s life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. 

7 All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and sea creatures are being 

tamed and have been tamed by mankind, 8 but no human being 

can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 

9 With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we 

curse human beings, who have been made in God’s likeness. 

10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers 

and sisters, this should not be. 11 Can both fresh water and salt 

water flow from the same spring? 12 My brothers and sisters, can a 

fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt 

spring produce fresh water 

 

Intro: My four-year-old grandson has become a chatterbox. He 

makes up things as he goes. We had a running conversation on a trip 

to the car wash yesterday. We really needed to wash the car because 

the farm is on a dirt road. The girl at the carwash said, “There was a 

lot of dirt on the rear wiper.” We brought back half of Texas. 

 So Brady tells me about how he can strap himself into his car seat 

by himself. He’s got one of those car seats made by a genius, and 

only a genius can work it. Brady is a genius, of course, but his hands 

are too small. He can’t hold the thing-a-ma-gigs together tight 

enough to push them into the whatchamacallit. 

 I told Brady that he could not strap himself into that car seat, that 

he could only get the shoulder strap, not the waist buckle. He said he 



could do both. We argued about it all the way home. As I pulled up 

to the house, he decided that I had hurt his feelings and started to 

whimper. He undid both straps by himself and crawled into my 

arms. I said, “Your feelings should not be hurt. I want you to tell the 

truth. You can undo the straps by yourself, but you cannot snap the 

bottom buckle.” 

 As I carried him to the house he said, “But I almost did 

lasternight.”  

 

I. Grasp this Amazing Opportunity: Anyone who is never at 

fault in what they say is perfect, able to keep their whole body in 

check (James 3:2) 
 A. Teachers are talkers and writers. James is waving us off with 

this warning, letting us know that our perpetual release of words 

with the intent to change behavior is risky business. 

 B. We all stumble. 

 C. Never at fault in what he says—A PERFECT PERSON! 

 

II. Acknowledge the Power of Your Tongue: The tongue also is a 

fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body (James 3:6) 
 A. It’s the Bit and the Rudder. If you could control you tongue, 

you could control your entire body. 

 ***The nose and the ears of a horse are sensitive and a means to 

control the animal. My friend Willie took down a wild horse with 

his teeth one day, just hanging on to that ear until the horse fell over. 

 B. It’s a fire, a world of iniquity. 

 

III. Admit Your Tongue Is Two-Faced: No human being can 

tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison (James 

3:8) 

 A. Your tongue is a very urgent matter. The saying “Bite your 

tongue” communicates just how serious this matter of wicked words 

must be for us.  

 ***I bite my tongue way too often. Sometimes I wake myself 

with these accidental bites of the tongue. It’s painful. 

 B. Wild Animals are being Tamed:  

 ***The orca whales performed for us at Sea World. The show 

was amazing. They were more than 20 feet long. They slid onto a 

platform and spun in circles on their bellies and sides. They waved 

with their rudders and jumped in perfect sync. They knew Brady 

wanted to get wet and was disappointed that others were dripping 

and he was not. So on their last fling they sprayed him and me. He 

had complained before, and now he said, “Papa, I’m soaking wet!” 

 B. But no one can tame the tongue any more than they can 

achieve true and full perfection in this life. 

 C. Praises and curses flow from the same tongue. 

 D. Fresh Water, Salt Water, flow from the same spring. 

 ***Water from the Amazon pushes out some 100 miles into the 

Pacific Ocean. I am told that two men in a boat lost their ways, a 

hundred miles out to sea, and were dying of thirst. Someone saw 

them, realized they were thirsty, and told them to drink from the sea. 

When they did, they realized it was fresh water. 

 E. Olives and Figs: The fruit of your tongue is a sure indicator of 

the nature of your heart, your true self.  

 

IV. Bite Your Tongue: Out of the same mouth come praise and 

cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should not be (James 3:10) 
 

 


