
 
RETWEETING JESUS: THE BOOK OF JAMES 
July 13(VBS begins tomorrow): James 2:14-26: Empty Claims 
 
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith 
save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, 
“Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In 
the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 
18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” 
Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 19 You believe that there is one 
God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 
20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 21 Was not our father 
Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that 
his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And the 
scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and 
he was called God’s friend. 24 You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith 
alone. 
25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave 
lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without deeds is dead. 
 
Intro: My four-year-old grandson has become a chatterbox. He makes up things as he goes. We had a running 
conversation on a trip to the car wash yesterday. We really needed to wash the car because the farm is on a dirt 
road. The girl at the carwash said, “There was a lot of dirt on the rear wiper.” We brought back half of Texas. 
 So Brady tells me about how he can strap himself into his car seat by himself. He’s got one of those car seats 
made by a genius, and only a genius can work it. Brady is a genius, of course, but his hands are too small. He 
can’t hold the thing-a-ma-gigs together tight enough to push them into the whatchamacallit. 
 I told Brady that he could not strap himself into that car seat, that he could only get the shoulder strap, not 
the waist buckle. He said he could do both. We argued about it all the way home. As I pulled up to the house, he 
decided that I had hurt his feelings and started to whimper. He undid both straps by himself and crawled into 
my arms. I said, “Your feelings should not be hurt. I want you to tell the truth. You can undo the straps by 
yourself, but you cannot snap the bottom buckle.” 
 As I carried him to the house he said, “But I almost did lasternight.”  
 Pastor James hears a lot of faith claims. I think he has become irritated and upset with such claims. He is 
tired of just hearing about faith. He wants to see some faith. 
 
I. Faith Lives. Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead (James 2:17). 
 A. Dead faith (What good is it?) 
 B. Faith needs to be alive.  
 ***After more than half a century of following Jesus as Lord and Savior, this teaching resonates with me. I 
have come to believe that a lot of so-called “faith” is really and truly dead. It has the form but no substance.  
 ***Funeral homes are now advertising their forays into artistic embalming of deceased persons. You have 
read or heard about corpses in standing position or riding on motorcycles. In the country we call this “stuffing” 
a bobcat or “mounting” a cougar. Taxidermists specialize in the art of taking an animal that is dead, removing 
the hide, mounting that hide on a Styrofoam shape of that animal, and making it all look very much 
alive—except that it isn’t alive. It’s dead.  
 C. WHAT GOOD IS IT? 
  1. This word for “profit” or “advantage” is also used by Paul in 1 Cor. 15:32: If I fought wild beasts in 
Ephesus with no more than human hopes, what have I gained? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, 
for tomorrow we die.” 
  2. If there is no resurrection, then our faith is in vain. It is empty. We are still in our sins. The whole point 
of resurrection is that God’s life is indestructible, that Jesus is Lord over life and death. 



  3. If there are no works, no deeds, then our faith is in vain. It is empty. We are still in our sins. 
   
II. Faith Shows. But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, 
and I will show you my faith by my deeds (James 2:18)  
 A. False idea: Different gifts. One has faith, the other works. 
 B. Another false idea: showing faith without works.  
  ***Question: How would you show somebody your faith without works?  
  1. You might recite the Shema by heart. “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.” Would the 
recitation of a creed be evidence of faith? This is a kind of religious work. 
  2.  
 C. A third false idea: Knowing something is the same thing as believing it.  
  1. You know there is one God. Good for you! The demons believe the same thing. They know the creed 
by heart! And it scares them to death. 
  2. We use the word “believe” in this way, as a synonym for “know.” But the two are only synonyms if 
“know” is something besides head knowledge or propositional truth. 
  D. Faith that is REAL is faith that is WHOLE. 
 
III. Faith Works. You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone 
(James 2:24).  
 A. This could be a troubling verse for we who believe that we are saved by grace through faith, not by 
works.  
 B. James sounds like he is responding to Paul in v24: “A man is justified by works and not by faith alone.” 
But his letter is written too early to be responding directly to one of Paul’s letters. More likely he is responding 
to a caricature of Paul, a heresy that Paul himself would have condemned. 
 B. The church of Jesus Christ has been debating this matter of faith and works since the very beginning. We 
do so because we are absolutely immersed in the GRACE of GOD. We can never escape it. We know that we 
are NOT GOOD ENOUGH, that our works are imperfect and incomplete. We are embarrassed by our works. 
And we are especially uncomfortable with the suggestion that our pitiful works are enough to satisfy a holy and 
perfect God. 
  
 
IV. Faith Glows. As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead (James 2:26). Body 
without spirit (Rahab) 
 ***Our Aunt Shirley, the last living family member of Janet’s parents’ generation, was so sick last week. 
Diane, her niece, was caring for her. She told us the story of her illness and began to cry, and she does not cry 
very easily. What made her cry was when she “looked into Shirley’s eyes, and there was nobody there.” 
 I remember looking for the light in Graham’s eyes when he came out of that medically-induced coma of 
eight long days. And I remember the joy of seeing the light in his eyes. 
 A. Faith without works has no light in its eyes. It’s eyes are dead. It may have a body, but it has no spirit. 
 B. Jesus talked about this kind of faith when he told the Pharisees that they were white-washed tombs. On 
the outside you look like something, but on the inside you are full of dead men’s bones. 
 C. Rahab was a prostitute in Jericho. She would not have been considered an upstanding member of the 
community. Yet she is commended for her faith both here and in the roll call of faith in Hebrews 11. She 
exercised and showed faith as she helped the Israelite spies. And she is mentioned as one of the five women in 
the lineage of Jesus (Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, Mary). 
Conclusion: “Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father who 
is in heaven.” Faith glows through its good deeds. 
 


