
RETWEETING JESUS: THE BOOK OF JAMES 
June 22: James 1:12-18: The Promised Crown 

 
Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the 
crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 
13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he 
tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and 
enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to 
death. 
16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us 
birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created. 
Intro: We all have a problem. No matter how much we work at being good people, we keep falling into sin. Our 
weaknesses seem to rule over us. As Jesus observed, “The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matthew 
26:41). 
 
GO FOR THE CROWN: Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that 
person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him (James 1:12). This is a 
beatitude similar to that of Jesus. 
 I don’t know why people are not motivated toward goodness and beauty. We seem to crave the bad and the 
dark. Developing into a person of quality, of character, who loves God and others is a tremendous 
accomplishment. You have no greater goal in life than to aspire to godliness. 
 Work on the inner you.  
 A. Perseveres (hupomeno, “remain, endure, hold fast”). 
 B. “Stood the test” is “be approved” 
 C. Crown on life 
 D. The Lord has promised 
 E. “To those who love him” 
 
STOP THE EXCUSES: When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me” (James 1:13). 
 ***God is not dragging the worm along the bottom of the lake right in front of your nose, trying to snag you 
like we snag catfish. 
 A. TEMPTED AND TRIED (peirasmos, peirazo). These two different ideas run together.  
  1. A man is tested when he runs a race. Any athletic competition is a kind of test. That kind of testing is 
good for character. It builds endurance, determination, courage, and team spirit. 
  2. The same word is used to describe temptation such as Jesus experienced from Satan in the wilderness. 
When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time (Luke 4:13). 
  3. Jesus instructs us how to talk to God about temptation in the MODEL PRAYER: And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one (Matthew 6:13, Lord’s Prayer).  
   a. The testing of our faith is UNPLEASANT, sometimes PAINFUL. We are well-advised to ask God 
to let such a cup pass from us, just as Jesus prayed in the Garden. Discretion here is the better part of valor.   
   b. In parallel, we know the power of any temptation from the evil one to sin. So we ask God to order 
our steps so that we do not even approach the sin that so easily besets us. 
   c. If we are champing at the bit, so to speak, to get into the testing, then we have either misunderstood 
the nature of testing or we have over-estimated our abilities.  
  4. Any testing is a crisis, a “dangerous opportunity.” We can stand and grow stronger in the test, or we 
could fail the test and fall into sin.  
  5. Can you identify when a TEST turns into a TEMPTATION? When the chance encounter of the eyes or 
ears or touch becomes a lingering experience. 
 B. Gethsemane: You are those who have stood by me in my trials (Luke 22:28, Last Supper) 
  1. On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” (Luke 22:40). 



 C. God’s exit strategy for you: No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God 
is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also 
provide a way out so that you can endure it (1 Cor. 10:13).  
 
DON’T BE DECEIVED: Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows 
(James 1:16). 
 A. Sin and evil do not come from God.  
  1. They are the deceptions of our enemy 
  2. They arise from our own brokenness. Evil comes from the world, the flesh and the devil. James 
mentions the devil, “resist the devil” (4:7), and he mentions the world, “friendship with the world is hatred 
toward God” and “keep oneself from being polluted by the world” (4:4). But his focus is on the innate weakness 
of human character, what Paul calls “the flesh” and what James calls “evil desire” (v1:14). These three sources 
of evil are not easily separated. You cannot do much about the devil going about like a roaring lion. You are not 
going to completely eradicate evil in the world. But you can work every day on your own moral character, 
eliminating moral filth and evil desire and choosing instead to develop godliness as a way of life. 
 ***I learned something last week that I should have known for many years. But I never knew it. My parents’ 
home burned to the ground on the year of their 40th wedding anniversary. They lost practically everything. The 
fire began because a spark from the wood-burning stove escaped up the chimney and came back down on the 
roof. It found a crevasse between the shingles in the wood. 
 Dad opened the attic door and found the attic ablaze. He ran a water hose into that attic and was actually 
defeating the fire when the well ran dry. Danny said that the well would run dry in about 30 minutes of 
continuous use. That’s when the fire took over and destroyed their home. 
 B. Dragged Away and Enticed 
  1. First, “Dragged away” is a hunting metaphor. It refers to the lure that draws out the game—the corn in 
the field or the shrimp on the hook. James is painting a picture of the active initiative of evil in your life. You 
are being hunted by the evil one and by evil people. They want to drag you away from your convictions, your 
character, and your steadfast faith in God. 
  2. Second, Enticed. Having left your first love, you are now awash on the sea of desire. You have already 
cut the moorings that kept you close to the heart of God. Now you see the open door of sin that never closes, the 
grave that is never full. And you enter in. 
 C. God is the source of al goodness, not the source of evil. Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows (James 1:17). 
 1. Father of the Heavenly lights who does not change like shifting shadows. He is God, not a tree or a 
mountain that casts a shadow because it is bathed in the light of the sun or moon. He is the source of all light. 
 2. He is unchanging. This is a great comfort for us all. God is perfect. Any change in him would either 
indicate existing imperfection or cause him to be imperfect. As the perfect one, he does not shift like shadows 
on the ground. 


