
RETWEETING JESUS: THE BOOK OF JAMES 
June 15 (Father’s Day): James 1:1-11: Waves and Wild Flowers 

 
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations: Greetings. 
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you 
know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, 
who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you 
must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the 
wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a person is 
double-minded and unstable in all they do. 
9 Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. 10 But the rich should take 
pride in their humiliation—since they will pass away like a wild flower. 11 For the sun rises with 
scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the 
rich will fade away even while they go about their business. 
 
Intro: Any outdoorsman will appreciate the teachings of James and of his half-brother, Jesus. Both men fill their 
sermons and stories with references to animals, plants, and God’s beautiful creation. 
 James and Jesus lived outdoors more so than you or I do. We experience outdoors as a choice. If the 
temperature is tolerable, we walk to the store instead of driving our car. If the sun is low in the sky, we sit in the 
back yard instead of in our air-conditioned space. Watching the purple martins in their erratic flights back to the 
bridge are optional for us. Seeing the ducks in the bayou is a luxury if we are not in a hurry. 
 James and Jesus did not enjoy the outdoors as an option to the air-conditioned comfort of automobiles or 
homes or buildings. They had to live in the wide open spaces. Some people think that Joseph worked in 
Sepphoris or Zippori while he lived in Nazareth. It was a six-mile trek from little Nazareth to the thriving 
metropolis of Zippori. He hiked it every day, there and back, 12 miles. And when he got to work he was likely 
working outdoors most of the time, as most construction workers still do today. Jesus and James might have 
joined him in his work. We know that Jesus was called a carpenter as well as the son of a carpenter. Maybe 
James had a similar upbringing. In any case, people in the First Century lived outdoors as a matter of course. 
They noticed the wildflowers and the sparrows, the wind and the waves.  
 Parallels with Sermon on the Mount are easy to find. I will try to point them out as we come to them. 
 Waves and wildflowers have this in common: they are here today and gone tomorrow. You may know 
people who are charming, even beautiful. But their charm and their beauty is transient and fleeting. It passes 
across them like sunshine on a cloudy day. One moment they are lit up with a glow. The next moment they are 
full of shadows and gloom. 
 God calls us to be steadier than waves and stronger than wildflowers, as striking as they may be. 
BE STEADY IN TRIALS (not like waves): Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds (James 1:2). 
 A. Joy is our permanent demeanor by choice. Now this has got to work in trials as well as in the good times. 
If there is anything that tosses us around the water in the wind it is trials that come our way.  
  1. Jesus: Joy in the midst of trials (Matthew 5:10-12). 
  2. Paul: Joyful in tribulation (Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my glorying of you: I am 
filled with comfort, I am exceeding joyful in all our tribulation—2 Cor. 7:4). 
 B. Perseverance is our Expectation. 
  ***I am preparing myself for more tears. The woman on the airplane cried until she apologized. The first 
woman to pick up the excerpt booklet started to cry as she looked at the title and told me the story of her own 
terrible pain. 
  1. We do not want to hurt. We do not want to suffer. But we do hurt and suffer no matter how badly we 
want to avoid it. 
  2. We want to remain faithful and steady in our trials. This is our heart’s desire. We can do so, but only if 
we pass through them with JOY as our STRENGTH. 



 
ASK GOD FOR WISDOM: If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to you (James 1:5). 
 A. Aim for Perfection (maturity, completion): (Matthew 5:48: Be perfect even as your Father in heaven is 
perfect) 
 B. Identify your ASK.  
  1. Jesus told us to do this. If you ask, you will get good gifts from the Father. He knows how to give good 
gifts to his children even better than earthly fathers do. (Matt. 7:7ff). 
  2. Wisdom is often our need, especially when we are in trials. We get sometimes where we do not know 
what to pray for. We do not know which direction to go or what to say. At that time we should ask for wisdom. 
Wisdom may be silence. It may be remaining still in the midst of pressure to move. We need wisdom. 
 C. God “gives generously to all without finding fault (James 1:5). This is REALLY GOOD NEWS.  
  1. Some people think that finding fault is God’s main job. Here we have a pastor who thinks otherwise. 
Don’t be afraid to ask God for wisdom. He won’t start by chewing you out for being so clueless. 
  2. Some people think that James is all about Works and Deeds apart from Grace and Mercy. Not so at all. 
James is making here an astonishing, earth-shaking assertion about the GRACE of God.  
 ***Tomb with Storyville Madam as Father’s Day story. Her father refused to open the door when she asked, 
and she left that door to become a woman of the streets. The Father in Heaven would never do that. If you 
knock, he will open the door. He always wants you to come in. (PICTURE) 
  3. You need to revise your picture of God. Adjust it so that this statement is true in how you understand 
God. 
 ***The woman on the plane who prayed to Mary instead of God or Jesus. Like many in our world, God and 
Jesus were seen by her as too harsh and too judgmental, focused on her sin. Mary, on the other hand, was kind 
and compassionate. So she always prayed to Mary. 
 She started to cry when I told her that the Father in Heaven loved her passionately, fiercely, more than she 
ever imagined. I told her that God loved her so much that he made sure I sat beside her on the plane so I could 
tell her so. 
 
 
 
BELIEVE, DON’T DOUBT: But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who 
doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind (James 1:6). 
 ***The woman in the airplane said, “I used to be more certain in my faith. As I have grown older, I have 
grown less certain.” I said to her, “The faith you have now is stronger than the faith you had when you were 
younger. It is a mature faith that has endured the trials.”  
 A. BELIEVE THAT GOD IS GOOD. He knows how to give good gifts to his children because he is 
fundamentally good. The goodness of God is more important to us than his power. A powerful God may or may 
not be trustworthy. But a Good God can be trusted to do what is best for those he loves. 
 B. BELIEVE THAT YOU ARE IMPORTANT TO GOD. He is the Father who loves his children. When you 
ASK, you must firmly believe that the Father is good, and that you are important to him. If you minimize your 
place in the heart of God, you do God an injustice and yourself as well. 
  1. Your lack of riches does not make you an afterthought to God. It is not an indication that you are an 
afterthought or that he has put you out of his mind. The poor struggle with their position in this world. They feel 
left out and overlooked, and often they are. Economic standing separates human beings more powerfully than 
any other factor, I think, including ethnicity or nationality. 
  2. You should rejoice in your lofty position as a child of God, favored of him and precious to him. Your 
financial picture does not tell you how much God loves you or how much is grace is resting up you. 
  3. If you have wealth you should be careful to continue to measure yourself by the standard of Christ 
rather than deriving your personal worth from finances. You are far more valuable to God than all of your assets 
combined, and you know that. 
 C. BELIEVE THAT GOD WILL ANSWER. If you don’t believe that God will answer you may stop 
looking for his answer. You need to watch the people around you, the circumstances, the Scriptures, and your 



own heart. God will give you wisdom, just as you asked, but you need to have a faith that watches for his 
answer. 
 
 
 


