
FAMILY MEETING #1: Where We Are 
 Rev. 2:1-7 
Intro: An eye care company calls itself “America’s Best.” Now is that an actual condition or a goal toward which 
they strive? Is calling yourself what you hope to be an honest thing to do? 
 I must be air-brushing myself when I look in the mirror. When I see an actual picture of me, I look older than the 
person who stares back at me from across the vanity. I am always a little surprised by a photograph of myself. 
 I cannot see things from beginning to end, but what I do see… 
  
I. We Are Known by God: “I know…” 
 A. God knows everything. We teach and believe that God is omniscient, that nothing is hidden from the One 
who will judge us in the end. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and 
laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account (Hebrews 4:13). 
  1. He holds the seven stars in his right hand. 
  2. He walks among the seven candlesticks. 
 B. Each one of the seven churches is known by her Lord intimately and thoroughly. 
  1. I only know what a human can know. I cannot look at your hearts. I cannot really know your full 
motivation or your secret sins. 
  2. The word for “know” is “oida” which also means “to see.” It means “to perceive with the eyes.” 
 C. Oida includes the idea of intention and focus. God knows us because he is deliberately examining us. He is 
studying us.  
  1. This word indicates concern and attention. 
  2. The seven letters indicate the comprehensive knowledge of God concerning every aspect of his churches. 
 D. My assessment this morning is important, I think, because I have been appointed by God and by our church 
as the chief human steward of our fellowship.  
 ***We are all stewards, but I was reminded by Rickey Jackson at the Sugar Bowl breakfast Monday that I am 
going to answer for my oversight: They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that 
their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you (Hebrews 13:17). Rickey listed this 
as his favorite verse. 
 This stewardship WEIGHS ON ME now as it always has. I do not want to lead us astray. I know that I must 
give an answer to Jesus, the Lord of the church, and I take that seriously. 
  E. But God’s assessment is the FINAL ANSWER. I cannot give that answer. My view of things is not as 
comprehensive as God’s. 
II. We Are Working Hard: “I know your deeds.” 
 A. Why is this the repeated phrase? Why do these letters from Jesus to his churches says, “I know your deeds” 
rather than “I know your heart” or  “I know your words” or “I know your spirit” or “I know your good 
intentions”? 
  1. We operate our churches as if our WORDS are the summation of our responsibility, as if GOOD NEWS is 
all about words, as if DEEDS are an afterthought. 
  2. I have heard preachers talk about DEEDS as if they are incidental, as if they have no weight. 
  3. I am convicted that WORDS and DEEDS go together. 
  4. I am also convinced that DEEDS say more about us than WORDS. As important as words certainly are, 
they do not reveal as much about us as DEEDS. 
  5. This is why in the OT God is KNOWN BY HIS DEEDS. 
  6. Even a child is known by his DOINGS (actions in NIV, Proverbs 20:11). 
  7. In the judgment at the end of the age, the Scripture says at the GREAT WHITE THRONE that “The dead 
were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books” (Revelation 20:12, 13). There is the Book 
of Life and there is the Book of Deeds, somebody said. I suspect that what we have done will be more important on 
the judgment day than what we have said.  
 B. I am left to conclude that our DEEDS say more about us. We all have some kind of deeds. The deeds range in 
these Seven Letters from good works to bad works, from love to neglect, from faithful service to careless waste, 
from obedience to disobedience, from life to death. 



 C. Jesus knows the deeds of each of the seven churches. This phrase, “I know your deeds,” is included verbatim 
in each of the seven letters: oida sou ta erga.  
 D. Jesus knows our DEEDS. 
  1. He knows about our personal holiness. That is certainly a part of his knowledge. He knows whether we are 
being faithful to our spouses. He knows if we are telling the truth. He knows if we are taking money under the table 
or making a living by dishonorable means. He knows if we are cruel, angry, and hurtful toward others.  
 All of our personal and private sins actually stain the fellowship of our church. They taint our reputation with 
God. Every member of this body of believers should conduct himself personally and privately as if all words and 
deeds are written across the front of our church building. Every wickedness in this room is right now laid bare, 
wide open, before the eyes of Jesus, the Lord of the church. 
  2. He also knows our collective DEEDS, our public works. These are also important. In fact, we should never 
reduce DEEDS to simply internal holiness.  
 Our church is tainted by, stained by, the unloving attitudes and actions that each member makes or fails to make. 
Our OMISSIONS are as profoundly disturbing to God as our COMMISSIONS. 
 E. WE ARE WORKING HARD, not to earn our salvation, which is fully a gift, but to PLEASE OUR LORD.  
  1. We have weekly ministries that reach out to the elderly who are so often far from our minds as a society. 
We go to the nursing homes. We are touching them with loving hands. We are speaking the gospel to them. We 
should increase this work. 
  2. We make weekly trips to prisons in our community. This is very important work. Our prisons are holding 
an inordinate number of people. Louisiana locks up more people than any other jurisdiction on planet earth, as far 
as can be documented. We must do more in our jails and prisons.  
  3. We are reaching out to the hungry people in our community. We have a reputation for this good work. We 
have significant partners who help us. We are privileged to be the hands and feet of Jesus among the homeless and 
the hurting. 
  4. We are seeking to rescue children and women who are bought and sold as slaves right here in our city. 
Human trafficking is a terrible sin. We seek to address it in prayer and action. 
  5. We are caring for the orphans among us. This is hard work, but it is great work. And it is the work of 
Christ. 
  6. We are caring for the STRANGERS among us, people who have not yet learned our language or our 
culture, those who live in the shadows of our society.  
III. We Have A Voice: You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown 
weary (Revelation 2:3). 
 A. We have connected our GOOD DEEDS to the gospel. We are not simply doing social work. We are speaking 
the gospel of Christ to those who will hear. We are seeing people trust in Christ as Savior week by week. This is 
happening in the prisons, on the streets, in the feeding stations, in the nursing homes, and in the children’s work. 
We are baptizing people who have come to faith. 
 B. We have been given a voice in our community, earned by labors of love that pre-date Hurricane Katrina but 
have been intensified and become widely known in the post-Katrina years. In fact, I had a stranger who is a 
prominent member of this community, thank me this week for the COMMUNITY FOCUS of our church and the 
good work we are doing. That is a weekly experience for me as I am out and about in our great city. 
 C. We have wonderful BIBLE TEACHERS in our church. They study God’s word. They take their teaching 
responsibilities seriously. They are well-prepared week by week. 
  1. Our SMALL GROUPS ARE BLESSED with these wonderful women and men of God who love the 
Word and love people and love the Lord. 
  2. This has been a long legacy of our church and continues to be a great dimension of our weekly work. 
  3. We have expanded this Bible teaching ministry to include many small groups that meet at other times and 
places throughout the week. This is a growing dimension of our work. 
 D. HARDSHIP has helped our VOICE to be heard. This continues to be true whenever we step up to address the 
needs in our city. Each time that our congregation is there when people are in trouble we have another great 
opportunity to EXALT the SAVIOR, to proclaim the GOSPEL, and to DEMONSTRATE the LOVE OF GOD. 
IV We Love the Lord: You have forsaken your first love (Revelation 2:4). 
 A. This became a reality in Ephesus. 



 B. This is a terrifying possibility in any church of Jesus Christ, that the congregation will stray from the love of 
God. 
 C. I cannot see that we have departed from loving God. 
  1. We do not love him as we should. 
  2. We love him nonetheless. 
NEXT WEEK: The DEMANDS of LOVE that are upon us. 


