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Unlikely Grace 
 
2 Samuel 9:1-13 (NIV) 
David asked, “Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom 
I can show kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” 2 Now there was a 
servant of Saul’s household named Ziba. They summoned him to 
appear before David, and the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” “At 
your service,” he replied. 3 The king asked, “Is there no one still 
alive from the house of Saul to whom I can show God’s kindness?” 
Ziba answered the king, “There is still a son of Jonathan; he is 
lame in both feet.” 4 “Where is he?” the king asked. Ziba answered, 
“He is at the house of Makir son of Ammiel in Lo Debar.” 5 So King 
David had him brought from Lo Debar, from the house of Makir son 
of Ammiel. 6 When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, 
came to David, he bowed down to pay him honor. David said, 
“Mephibosheth!” “At your service,” he replied. 7 “Don’t be afraid,” 
David said to him, “for I will surely show you kindness for the sake 
of your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that 
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belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my 
table.” 8 Mephibosheth bowed down and said, “What is your 
servant, that you should notice a dead dog like me?” 9 Then the 
king summoned Ziba, Saul’s steward, and said to him, “I have given 
your master’s grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his 
family.  10 You and your sons and your servants are to farm the land 
for him and bring in the crops, so that your master’s grandson may 
be provided for. And Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will 
always eat at my table.” (Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty 
servants.) 11 Then Ziba said to the king, “Your servant will do 
whatever my lord the king commands his servant to do.” So 
Mephibosheth ate at David’s table like one of the king’s sons. 
12 Mephibosheth had a young son named Mika, and all the 
members of Ziba’s household were servants of Mephibosheth. 
13 And Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, because he always ate at 
the king’s table; he was lame in both feet. 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Grace is based on a covenant, not my character or my 
commitment! 

 
• Grace invites me in when I have nothing to give! 

 
Titus 3:5a (NIV) 
he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but 
because of his mercy.  
 
• How does grace being covenantal affect your understanding 

of salvation? 
 

2. Grace calls us out of hiding! 
 

 
Grace: Getting something great you don’t deserve. 
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Psalm 145:8 (NIV) 
The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in 
love. 
 
• False beliefs about the nature of God will keep you in hiding! 

 
Romans 8:1 (NIV) 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus, 
 

3. Grace is extravagant! 
 
Romans 8:15-17 (NIV) 
The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live 
in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your 
adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The 
Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s 
children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God 
and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in 
order that we may also share in his glory. 
 
1 Peter 1:3-4 (NIV) 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is 
kept in heaven for you, 
 

4. “Lameness” is often a gift of grace! (2 Samuel 9:13) 
 

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (NIV) 
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on 
me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in 
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insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong. 
 

5. Grace demands I share it! 
 
Romans 1:16 (NIV) 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of 
God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the 
Jew, then to the Gentile. 
 
• Are we holding a place or making a place? 

 
 
https://control.resi.io/webplayer/video.html?id=19716b71-66a8-49d5-9059-1fff8f8dbb4b 

 
 


