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October 6 & 9, 2022 

 
An Unlikely Choice 

 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 (NIV) 
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since 
I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and 
be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have 
chosen one of his sons to be king.” 2 But Samuel said, “How can I 
go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” The Lord said, “Take a 
heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to 
do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”  4 Samuel did what 
the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the 
town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in 
peace?” 5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice 
to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with 
me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to 
the sacrifice. 6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, 
“Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before the Lord.” 7 But 
the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his 
height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things 
people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but 
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the Lord looks at the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had 
him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The Lord has not 
chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but 
Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had 
seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, 
“The Lord has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these 
all the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse 
answered. “He is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for him; 
we will not sit down until he arrives.” 12 So he sent for him and had 
him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine 
appearance and handsome features. Then the Lord said, “Rise 
and anoint him; this is the one.” 13 So Samuel took the horn of oil 
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day 
on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel then 
went to Ramah. 
 

I. When it’s your time to choose, make the “unlikely” 
choice! 

 
Proverbs 13:20 (NIV) 
Walk with the wise and become wise, for a companion of fools 
suffers harm. 
 
Matthew 23:27 (NIV) 
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! 
You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the 
outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and 
everything unclean. 
 
Proverbs 31:30 (NIV) 
Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears 
the Lord is to be praised. 
 
• Greatness is determined more by character than ability! 
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• The “unlikely” choice is more servant than master! 
 
Matthew 20:25-27 (NIV) 
Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of 
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise 
authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to 
become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever 
wants to be first must be your slave— 
 
• The “unlikely” choice is more “praise deflector” than “glory 

thief”! 
 
Psalm 115:1 (NIV) 
Not to us, Lord, not to us but to your name be the glory, because 
of your love and faithfulness. 
 
• The “unlikely” choice respects authority! 

 
• The “unlikely” choice has big faith! 

 
• The “unlikely” choice realizes that maximum impact is 

always a result of prioritizing the inside over the outside! 
 

II. Embrace your “ordinariness.” 
 
• When we embrace the ordinary, we can experience the 

extraordinary! 
 
• It’s not about us feeling special; it is the joy of our life to 

declare how special He is! 
 
Four cultural lies the church believes:  

1. You are unique. 
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James 5:17 (NIV) 
Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly 
that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a 
half years. 
 

2. You are what you do. 
 

3. God needs you. 
 

4. Chase your dreams. 
 
 
Freedom in embracing my “ordinariness”: 
 

§ I am done competing and comparing! 
 

§ I am not threatened by your success, beauty, intellect, 
athleticism, etc.! 

 
§ Criticism doesn’t destroy me! 

 
§ I am done performing! 

 
 


