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The Good Shepherd 
 

Luke 15:1-7 (NIrV) 

The tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law were whispering among themselves. They said, 
“This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3 Then Jesus told them a story. 4 He 
said, “Suppose one of you has 100 sheep and loses one of them. Won’t he leave the 
99 in the open country? Won’t he go and look for the one lost sheep until he finds 
it?  5 When he finds it, he will joyfully put it on his shoulders 6 and go home. Then 
he will call his friends and neighbors together. He will say, ‘Be joyful with me. I have 
found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you, it will be the same in heaven. There will be great 
joy when one sinner turns away from sin. Yes, there will be more joy than for 99 
godly people who do not need to turn away from their sins. 
 

John 10:1-15 (NIrV) 

“What I’m about to tell you Pharisees is true. What if someone does not enter the 
sheep pen through the gate but climbs in another way? That person is a thief and a 
robber. 2 The one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The 
gatekeeper opens the gate for him. The sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own sheep, he 
goes on ahead of them. His sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they 
will never follow a stranger. In fact, they will run away from him. They don’t 
recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus told this story. But the Pharisees didn’t 
understand what he was telling them. 7 So Jesus said again, “What I’m about to tell 
you is true. I am like a gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are 
thieves and robbers. But the sheep have not listened to them.  
 
 
 

9 I’m like a gate. Anyone who enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go 
out. And they will find plenty of food. 10 A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I have come so they may have life. I want them to have it in the fullest possible way. 
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives his life for the sheep. 12 The hired 
man is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when the hired man sees the 
wolf coming, he leaves the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and 
scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired man. He does not care about the 
sheep. 14 “I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep, and my sheep know me. 15 They 
know me just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I give my life for the 
sheep. 
 

Psalm 23 (NIrV)  

The Lord is my shepherd. He gives me everything I need. 2 He lets me lie down in fields 
of green grass. He leads me beside quiet waters. 3 He gives me new strength. He guides 
me in the right paths for the honor of his name. 4 Even though I walk  through the 
darkest valley, I will not be afraid. You are with me. Your shepherd’s rod and staff 
comfort me. 5 You prepare a feast for me  right in front of my enemies. You pour oil on 
my head. My cup runs over.  6 I am sure that your goodness and love will follow me all 
the days of my life. And I will live in the house of the Lord  forever. 
 

Ephesians 6:12 (NIrV)  

Our fight is not against human beings. It is against the rulers, the authorities and the 
powers of this dark world. It is against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly world. 
 

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIrV) 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart.  Do not depend on your own understanding. 6 In all 
your ways obey him.  Then he will make your paths smooth and straight. 
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Bottom Line: Jesus is the Good Shepherd. 


