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Listening: Life’s Hardest Lesson to Learn 
 

Joshua 23:1-5 (NIV) 

After a long time had passed and the Lord had given Israel rest from all their 
enemies around them, Joshua, by then a very old man, 2 summoned all Israel—their 
elders, leaders, judges and officials—and said to them: “I am very old. 3 You 
yourselves have seen everything the Lord your God has done to all these nations for 
your sake; it was the Lord your God who fought for you. 4 Remember how I have 
allotted as an inheritance for your tribes all the land of the nations that remain—the 
nations I conquered—between the Jordan and the Mediterranean Sea in the 
west. 5 The Lord your God himself will push them out for your sake. He will drive 
them out before you, and you will take possession of their land, as the Lord your God 
promised you. 
 

1. Avoid unrealistic expectations! 

 

 Unrealistic expectations lead to disappointment with God! 

 

 The kingdom of God is both right now and not yet. 

 

2. Remembering is the key to rest! 

 

 The greatest enemy of faith may be forgetfulness! 

 

 Remembering strengthens a relationship. 

 

 
 

 Fear is looking into the future without remembering the faithfulness of God from the 

past! 

 

3. Compromise is always costly! 

 

Joshua 23:6-8 (NIV) 

“Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, 
without turning aside to the right or to the left. 7 Do not associate with these nations 
that remain among you; do not invoke the names of their gods or swear by them. You 
must not serve them or bow down to them. 8 But you are to hold fast to the Lord your 
God, as you have until now. 
 

 Compromise is giving in to less than God has called you to. (Joshua 23:9-11) 

 

4. Success is through surrender, not striving! 

 

 You will always accomplish more through obedience than effort! (Joshua 23:12-13)  

 

5. Your associations will determine your destiny! 

 

 Choose your associations wisely or risk being picked foolishly! 

 

 
 

 

Joshua 23:14-16 (NIV) 

 

6. Only one investment is a sure thing! 

 

 The Kingdom of God is a worthy investment of my time, talent, and treasure!  

 

7. God’s faithfulness works both ways! 

 

 It is foolish to count on God’s promises while ignoring His warnings. 
 

 

——————–-——————-—————————————————————–— 
Battlefield Campus: 1750 N. Thompson Ln. • Murfreesboro, TN • 37129   

Buchanan Campus: 5977 Elam Rd. •  Murfreesboro, TN •  37127    
Workhouse Campus • Murfreesboro, TN 37130 

615.895.7167 • NewVisionLife.com  
 

 

 

Who you are with tells you where you are headed!  


