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A Battle Plan to Possess the Land 
 

Joshua 11:5-9 (NIV) 

All these kings joined forces and made camp together at the Waters of Merom to fight 

against Israel. 6 The Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them, because by this 

time tomorrow I will hand all of them, slain, over to Israel. You are to 

hamstring their horses and burn their chariots.” 7 So Joshua and his whole army came 

against them suddenly at the Waters of Merom and attacked them, 8 and the Lord 

gave them into the hand of Israel. They defeated them and pursued them all the way 

to Greater Sidon, to Misrephoth Maim, and to the Valley of Mizpah on the east, until 

no survivors were left. 9 Joshua did to them as the Lord had directed: He hamstrung 

their horses and burned their chariots. 

 

Joshua 11:16-23 (NIV) 

So Joshua took this entire land: the hill country, all the Negev, the whole region of 

Goshen, the western foothills, the Arabah and the mountains of Israel with their 

foothills, 17 from Mount Halak, which rises toward Seir, to Baal Gad in the Valley of 

Lebanon below Mount Hermon. He captured all their kings and put them to 

death. 18 Joshua waged war against all these kings for a long time. 19 Except for the 

Hivites living in Gibeon, not one city made a treaty of peace with the Israelites, who 

took them all in battle.  20 For it was the Lord himself who hardened their hearts to 

wage war against Israel, so that he might destroy them totally, exterminating them 

without mercy, as the Lord had commanded Moses.  
 

 

 

21 At that time Joshua went and destroyed the Anakites from the hill country: from 

Hebron, Debir and Anab, from all the hill country of Judah, and from all the hill country 

of Israel. Joshua totally destroyed them and their towns. 22 No Anakites were left in 

Israelite territory; only in Gaza, Gath and Ashdod did any survive. 23 So Joshua took the 

entire land, just as the Lord had directed Moses, and he gave it as an inheritance to 

Israel according to their tribal divisions. Then the land had rest from war. 

 

1. Make a declaration of war! 

 

 Declaring war breeds a heightened dependency on God! 

 

Deuteronomy 20:1 (NIV) 

When you go to war against your enemies and see horses and chariots and an army 

greater than yours, do not be afraid of them, because the Lord your God, who brought 

you up out of Egypt, will be with you. 

 

Psalm 20:7 (NIV) 

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our 

God. 

 

2. Refuse to compromise with the enemy! (Joshua 11:19) 

 

 Compromise is giving in to less than God has called you to. 

 

 Compromise dims the light of our witness!  

 

 Compromise is always costly.  

 

3. Realize that possessing the land takes time and a tribe! (Joshua 11:18) 

 

 Joshua didn’t possess the land overnight or alone.  

 

4. Your greatest struggle can become your greatest spiritual victory! 
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