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Backstory to History’s Longest Day 
 

Joshua 9:14 (NIV) 

The Israelites sampled their provisions but did not inquire of the Lord. 
 

Joshua 9:16-21 (NIV) 

Three days after they made the treaty with the Gibeonites, the Israelites heard that they 
were neighbors, living near them. 17 So the Israelites set out and on the third day came 
to their cities: Gibeon, Kephirah, Beeroth and Kiriath Jearim. 18 But the Israelites did not 
attack them, because the leaders of the assembly had sworn an oath to them by 
the Lord, the God of Israel. The whole assembly grumbled against the leaders, 19 but all 
the leaders answered, “We have given them our oath by the Lord, the God of Israel, and 
we cannot touch them now. 20 This is what we will do to them: We will let them live, so 
that God’s wrath will not fall on us for breaking the oath we swore to them.”   21 They 
continued, “Let them live, but let them be woodcutters and water carriers in the service 
of the whole assembly.” So the leaders’ promise to them was kept. 
 

Joshua 10:1-8 (NIV) 
 

Genesis 15:12-16 (NIV) 
 

Joshua 10:9-15 (NIV) 

After an all-night march from Gilgal, Joshua took them by surprise.  10 The Lord threw 
them into confusion before Israel, so Joshua and the Israelites defeated them completely at 
Gibeon. Israel pursued them along the road going up to Beth Horon and cut them down 
all the way to Azekah and Makkedah. 11 As they fled before Israel on the road down from 
Beth Horon to Azekah, the Lord hurled large hailstones down on them, and more of them 
died from the hail than were killed by the swords of the Israelites.  
 

 

 

12 On the day the Lord gave the Amorites over to Israel, Joshua said to the Lord in the 
presence of Israel: “Sun, stand still over Gibeon, and you, moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.”  
13 So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, till the nation avenged itself on its enemies, 
as it is written in the Book of Jashar. The sun stopped in the middle of the sky and delayed 
going down about a full day. 14 There has never been a day like it before or since, a day 
when the Lord listened to a human being. Surely the Lord was fighting for Israel! 15 Then 
Joshua returned with all Israel to the camp at Gilgal. 
 

Understanding the fine print of commitment: 
 

1. Keeping our commitments will take courage! (Joshua 9:18b) 
 

 In life, we will either keep our commitments or yield to our fears! 
 

 Breaking a foolish commitment never solves a problem. 
 

 The courageous keep their commitments even after circumstances have changed! 
  

 Keeping our commitments is never convenient. 
 

2. Keeping our commitments matters to God! 
 

 When we keep our commitments we show the world that our God is a promise keeper! 

(Exodus 20:7; Psalm 15:1-4) 
 

3. Keeping our commitments allows us to have “days like no other”! 
 

 Keeping our commitments unleashes the power of God! 
 

 Commitment makes even our mistakes work for us! (Psalm 2:1-4) 
 

 The greatest danger in life is taking our spiritual commitments lightly!  
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