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Little Questions for Life’s Big Decisions 
 

Joshua 9:1-16 (NIV) 
Now when all the kings west of the Jordan heard about these things—the kings in the 
hill country, in the western foothills, and along the entire coast of the Mediterranean Sea 
as far as Lebanon (the kings of the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and 
Jebusites) — 2 they came together to wage war against Joshua and Israel. 3 However, 
when the people of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai, 4 they resorted 
to a ruse: They went as a delegation whose donkeys were loaded with worn-out sacks and 
old wineskins, cracked and mended. 5 They put worn and patched sandals on their feet 
and wore old clothes. All the bread of their food supply was dry and moldy. 6 Then they 
went to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal and said to him and the Israelites, “We have come 
from a distant country; make a treaty with us.”  7 The Israelites said to the Hivites, “But 
perhaps you live near us, so how can we make a treaty with you?” 8 “We are your 
servants,” they said to Joshua. But Joshua asked, “Who are you and where do you come 
from?” 9 They answered: “Your servants have come from a very distant country because of 
the fame of the Lord your God. For we have heard reports of him: all that he did in 
Egypt, 10 and all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan—Sihon 
king of Heshbon, and Og king of Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth. 11 And our elders and 
all those living in our country said to us, ‘Take provisions for your journey; go and meet 
them and say to them, “We are your servants; make a treaty with us.”’ 12 This bread of 
ours was warm when we packed it at home on the day we left to come to you. But now 
see how dry and moldy it is. 13 And these wineskins that we filled were new, but see how 
cracked they are. And our clothes and sandals are worn out by the very long journey.” 
14 The Israelites sampled their provisions but did not inquire of the Lord. 15 Then Joshua 
made a treaty of peace with them to let them live, and the leaders of the assembly 
ratified it by oath. 16 Three days after they made the treaty with the Gibeonites, the 
Israelites heard that they were neighbors, living near them. 

 
 

 

A closer look at a foolish decision: 

 

1. No one is exempt from foolish decisions! 

 

2. Look for fruit vs. listen to flattery. 

 

 Always be alert for lies! 

 

 Deceit is the enemy’s primary weapon. (1 Peter 5:8; Ephesians 4:11-14) 

 

3. Your grandmother was right: “Sleep on it.” (Proverbs 19:2-3) 

 

4. Check in with God. (Joshua 9:14) 

 

 Foolish decisions are a result of trusting your senses more than the Spirit.  

   (James 1:5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Galatians 5:16-17 (NIV) 

So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the 
flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the 
flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. 
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Little Questions for Big Decisions: 

 

1. Has God already answered this in His Word? (Exodus 34:12) 

 

2. Does it have God’s fingerprints on it? (2 Corinthians 10:5) 

 

 Partnerships built off of neediness typically leave you broken. 

 

 What does your owl say? (Proverbs 12:15) 


