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December 1 & 4, 2022 

 
 

Lessons from the Little Big Town 
 
Matthew 2:1-12 (NIV) 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the 
one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and 
have come to worship him.”  3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, 
and all Jerusalem with him.  4 When he had called together all the people’s 
chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was 
to be born.  5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 
prophet has written: 6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who 
will shepherd my people Israel.’” 7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and 
found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to 
Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you 
find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 9 After they had 
heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it 
rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the 
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 
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worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a 
dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another 
route. 
 
Lessons from the little big town: 
 

1. Little town, big significance  
 
Ezekiel 36:27 (ESV) 
I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you 
will be careful to observe My ordinances. 
 

• Significance comes from knowing who resides in us, not in what we 
do. 

 
• Significance is a byproduct of stillness not activity! 

 
Isaiah 30:15 (NIV) 
 This is what the Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Israel, says: “In repentance 
and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength, but you 
would have none of it. 
 
Isaiah 30:18 (NIV) 
Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; therefore he will rise up to show 
you compassion. For the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait 
for him! 
 
Exodus 14:14 (NIV) 
The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.” 
 

2. Little town, big promise 
 

• Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light  
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Micah 5:2 (NIV) 
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of 
Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose 
origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 
 
2 Samuel 7:16 (NIV) 
Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will 
be established forever.’” 
 

• Bethlehem reminds us that God always keeps His promises! 
 
Isaiah 41:10 (NIV) 
So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I 
will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right 
hand. 
 
James 4:7 (NIV) 
Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
 
John 3:36 (NIV)   
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son 
will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them. 
 
Philippians 4:19 (NIV) 
And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in 
Christ Jesus. 
 
John 14:2-3 (NIV) 
My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told 
you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also 
may be where I am. 
 

3. Little town, big decision 
 

• Bethlehem is the birthplace of the Big 3! 
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• Life is a sum total of decisions we make. 
 

• Worship, hostility, or indifference are the only three choices when it 
comes to Jesus! 

 
• A hostile response to Jesus starts with a simple understanding that if 

Jesus is King, then I am not! 
 

• Spiritual indifference makes Jesus merely a part of our lives! 
 

• Indifference is seen in a life of spiritual passivity!  
 

• True worship is finding something greater than ourselves to surrender 
to. 

 
• Until we bow in worship and surrender, we will never truly stand! 

 
 
 


