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August 18 & 21, 2022 

 
Counterpunch - Week #3 

Get Off the Ropes 
 
 
1 Timothy 6:17-19 (NIV) 
Command those who are rich in this present world not to be 
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but 
to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for 
our enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good 
deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they 
will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the 
coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 
 
Keys to Getting off the Ropes: 
 

1. Choose management not ownership! (1 Timothy 6:17a) 
 
 
Psalm 24:1 (NIV) 
The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who 
live in it; 
 
• As a manager you don’t have to feel guilt or anxiety over the 

resources you have been entrusted with but you do need to 
be responsible! 

 
• Managing God’s resources will free you from the financial 

ropes. 
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2. Choose generosity or live in greed! 
 
• Greed is the desire to acquire. 

 
Ecclesiastes 5:10 (NIV) 
Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves wealth is 
never satisfied with their income. This too is meaningless. 
 
1 Timothy 6:9-10 (NIV) 
Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into 
many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. 
Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many griefs. 
 
• Greed is deadly because it is closefisted.  

 
2 Corinthians 9:8 (NIV) 
And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all 
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 
 
• Living generously is a chance for your faith to intersect with 

God's faithfulness. 
 
• Generosity and joy are always intertwined. 

 
Malachi 3:10 (NIV) 
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in 
my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I 
will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 
blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 
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3. Choose to see clearly the condition of your heart! 
 
Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV) 
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths 
and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  20 But 
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and 
vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
 

Matthew 6:24 (NIV) 
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and 
love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve both God and money. 
 
• Your heart is connected to your money 

 
• Nothing has a greater ability to drive a wedge between you 

and God than money. 
 
 
 
 


