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August 4 & 7, 2022 

 
Counterpunch - Week #1 
Lessons From the Corner 

 
Luke 4:1-13 (NIV) 
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the 
Spirit into the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by 
the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them 
he was hungry. 3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of 
God, tell this stone to become bread.” 4 Jesus answered, “It is 
written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’”  5 The devil led him up 
to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of 
the world.  6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority 
and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone 
I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all be yours.” 8 Jesus 
answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him 
only.’” 9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the 
highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, 
“throw yourself down from here. 10 For it is written: “‘He will 
command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; 11 they 
will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot 
against a stone.’” 12 Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord 
your God to the test.’” 13 When the devil had finished all this 
tempting, he left him until an opportune time. 
 
 
Lessons From the Corner: 
 

1. Realize that temptation is not sin! 
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Hebrews 4:15 (NIV) 
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with 
our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every 
way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 
 
• God’s game plan for us is not immunity from temptation but 

victory over temptation through dependency on Christ.  
 
1 Peter 1:6-7 (NIV) 
 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may 
have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so 
that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than 
gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in 
praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
 

2. We have the same punch sequence as Jesus. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV)  
No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to 
mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond 
what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide 
a way out so that you can endure it. 
 
• Jesus’ victory in the wilderness avenges Adam’s loss in the 

garden.   
 
• Jesus’ victory over Satan leaves us a blueprint for winning 

our daily battles.  
 
• Jesus used the Word and the Spirit to overcome the enemy. 
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Philippians 2:13 (NIV) 
for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his 
good purpose. 
 
Psalm 119:11 (NIV) 
I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against 
you. 
 
 

We must have an ‘it is written’ for each ‘I know I shouldn’t’! 
  
 
 

3. When you get knocked down, get to your corner! 
 
• Confession to the Lord and a trusted friend starts the 

process of bringing your sin into the light!  
 
Psalm 32:1-5 (NIV) 
Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins 
are covered. 2 Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not 
count against them and in whose spirit is no deceit. 3 When I kept 
silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. 
4 For day and night your hand was heavy on me; my strength was 
sapped as in the heat of summer.  5 Then I acknowledged my sin 
to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my 
transgressions to the Lord.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
 
James 5:16 (NIV) 
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other 
so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is 
powerful and effective. 

     


