
 
Matthew 3:13-17 NLT 13 Then Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized by 
John.  

14 But John tried to talk him out of it. “I am the one who needs to be baptized by you,” he said, 
“so why are you coming to me?” 

15 But Jesus said, “It should be done, for we must carry out all that God requires.” So John 
agreed to baptize him. 

16 After his baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens were opened and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and settling on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, 
“This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy.” 

 
1. Baptism shows your repentance! 

 
Matthew 3:1-2: “[John’s] message was, 2 “Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom 
of Heaven is near.” 
 
Repentance is a change of mind + a change of action.  
 

- When we see Jesus like John saw him – when we realize his perfection and beauty, we 
have to see our own sin and we have to repent. 

 
 

2. Baptism shows your obedience! 
 
John 6:38 For I have come down from heaven to do the will of God who sent me, not to do my 
own will.   
 
Matthew 28:19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
 
1 Samuel 15:22 22 But Samuel replied,  
“What is more pleasing to the Lord: 
    your burnt offerings and sacrifices 
    or your obedience to his voice? 
Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice, 
    and submission is better than offering the fat of rams. 
 
Obedience is always pleasing to God 
 
 



What is obedience?  
 

- Obedience is not an action of agreement.  
 

- Obedience is an action of trust.  
 

 
3. Baptism shows people you are a follower of Jesus! 

Romans 6:1 NLT “Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more and 
more of his wonderful grace? 2 Of course not! Since we have died to sin, how can we continue 
to live in it? 3 Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we 
[are saying we] joined him in his death?4 For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. 
And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also 
may live new lives. 

Fully being a follower of Jesus means you do your best to be as devoted to Him as He was (and 
is) to you.  
 
 


