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Eggnog on the 4th

Matthew 1:18-25 (ESV)

Now the birth of fesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from
the Holy Spirit. ” And her husband foseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her
to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. % But as he considered these things,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. % She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins.” % All this took place to fulfill what the Lord
had spoken by the prophet: * “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). % When Joseph
woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his
wife,  but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name
Jesus.

A Four-Season Faith:
. Obeys without complete understanding! (Matthew 1:24)

Proverbs 19:21 (NIV)
Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lords purpose that prevails.

2. Is other-centered.

o A four-season faith is demonstrated through self-sacrifice and tenderness.
o Joseph was unselfish physically, professionally, and spiritually.
3. Embraces the inconvenient.
o Following Jesus is rarely convenient.
John 10:10 (ESV)
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and
have it abundantly.
Matthew 16:24 (ESV)
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross and follow me.
e God’s inconvenient plan leads to an encounter with His incomparable presence.

4. Is willing to sacrifice personal reputation for the Glory of God!

o A four-season faith values obedience over reputation.
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