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January 5 & 8, 2023 

 
Three Actions Required of Every Disciple 

 
Mark 1:12-20 (NIV) 
At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13 and he was in the wilderness forty 
days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him. 
14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and 
believe the good news!” 16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow 
me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 18 At once they left their nets 
and followed him. 19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they 
left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him. 
 

1. Disciples follow! 
 

• The call to follow is a command not a request! 
 

• The Kingdom of God is about God ruling and reigning at an individual level! 
 

• Following is all about being in His presence! 
 

• Following is miraculous! 
 

• Following takes persistence! 

• Following is costly.   

Mark 10:28-31 (NIV) 
Then Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to follow you!” 29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus 
replied, “no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children 
or fields for me and the gospel  30 will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this 
present age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with 
persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, 
and the last first.” 
 

2. Disciples fish! 
 

• To follow is to fish! 
 

• We fish because it’s commanded and it can’t be contained. 
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Acts 4:19-20 (NIV) 
But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You 
be the judges! 20 As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and 
heard.” 
 

• We fish because it is the family business!  
 

• Fishing trades the temporal for the eternal. 
 

• We fish because it’s what we are made for. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fishing tips: 
 

• Know where to start.  
 

• Know what to ask! 
 

• Know how to tell your story! 
 
 

3. Disciples drop their nets! 
 
Hebrews 12:1 (NIV) 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, 
 

• The Gospel is a call from something to something.   

We fish because: 
 

1. The message is unique historically. (John 14:6) 
 

2. The situation is urgent. 
 

3. The verdict is final. 
 

 

We fish because good people don’t go to heaven; forgiven people do. 
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Consider dropping these nets in 2023: 
 

1. The net of compromise. 
 

2. The net of control. 
 

3. The net of comparison. 
 

4. The net of conceit.  
 

5. The net of cowardice. 
 

6. The net of comfort. 
 
 


