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Understanding the “Issues” of Serving 
 

Romans 12:3-8 (NIV) 

For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more 
highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance 
with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one 
body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so 
in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the 
others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your 
gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then 
serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if 
it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show 
mercy, do it cheerfully. 
 

1. Serving is always a “health” issue! 
 

 Serving accelerates individual spiritual health and corporate church health.   
 

1 Corinthians 12:14–19 (ESV) 

Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15 Now if the foot should 
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that 
reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not 
an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of 
the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If 
the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God 
has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to 
be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be?  
 

 

 We don’t become church members to access services; we are members of a church to 

engage in service. 
 

 Biblical service is Kingdom-focused, consistent, and communal! 
 

2. Serving is a “SHAPE” issue! (Romans 12:6a) 
 

 Your SHAPE will often define your service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Serving is a “scheduling” issue.  
 

 Successful servants understand the purpose of red lights and green lights! 
 

 What do I need to say no to in this season in order to accelerate in service ? 

 

4. Serving is a “heart” issue. (Romans 12:1) 
 

 Serving in love takes an upward then outward focus. 
 

 We can only serve as a living sacrifice when we realize Jesus was the ultimate 

sacrifice! (Mark 10:45) 
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Spiritual Gifts: We are all called to Discover, Develop and Deploy our 
spiritual gifts. 
 

Heart: What stirs your heart is a great indicator of where you are called to 
serve. 
 

Abilities: Natural giftings that you will either use for God’s glory or your 
gain. 
 

Personality: There is a place for your personality in ministry. 
 

Experience: God redeems our past to change someone’s  future. 


