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SERIES RECAP
When Jesus came in the flesh, he set an example of what life was always supposed to look
like. This series will be a verse by verse journey through one of the most important
sermons ever preached. When Jesus gathered His early followers on the side of a
mountain, he shared these words to prepare them for the calling they were stepping into
as Kingdom people.

CONNECTION
This week we took a look at Old Testament Law. Which includes not just the table of
contents known as the 10 Commandments, but the 600+ laws that flowed from those
commandments.

Would you say you're a rules oriented person? Or do you prefer to live in the gray area?
Another way to ask this is do you like things to be very structured or very loose and free?

What kind of house did you grow up in? A rules oriented or a rules-lite house?

TENSION
It becomes clear as you read through the Gospels that Jesus rubbed the Pharisees the
wrong way because he didn’t strictly follow the Law as they thought he should. If Jesus
wasn’t following all of the laws of the Old Testament to the degree of the Pharisees, does
that mean we shouldn’t follow the advice/laws/rules of the Bible?

It can seem like the Pharisees looked at their scriptures as a rule book to keep everyone in
line. Do you think the Bible as a whole is a book of laws and rules for us to follow?

TRUTH
Someone read Matthew 5:17-20.



What stands out to you as you read or hear these verses?

In verse 20, Jesus is challenging people to have a righteousness that surpasses the
Pharisees and teachers of the Law. What does it look like to surpass these guys who
perfectly followed the Law?

Someone read Matthew 22:34-40.

If Jesus wasn’t all about following the 600+ laws of the Old Testament to the degree of the
Pharisees, what do these verses teach us?

APPLICATION
An important thing to remember is that behavior modification is easier and more
tempting than actual transformation.

Do you believe this is true? Why?

What do you think it takes to choose transformation over behavior modification?

PRAY


