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CONNECTION
Who are some of your favorite Christian leaders to read, watch, or listen to?

Do you remember how you first heard of these people?

TENSION
This week we heard from a guest speaker, Scott Nickell. He taught through 2 Peter
chapter two, and the section header for this chapter is “False Teachers and Their
Destruction.”

Before we dive into what Peter has to say about this and what Scott taught, how do you
think we can spot a false teacher? What filter do you use when discerning if a Christian
leader you prefer to read, listen to, or watch is a sound gospel teacher?

TRUTH
Can someone read 2 Peter 2:1-3?

What stands out to you about false teachers in Peter’s description here?

One of the clearest indicators of a false teacher is that they either deny or don’t hold up
the Lordship of Jesus, that he is the son of God and our salvation.

Scott shared a great quote regarding this from C.S. Lewis. He said, “I am trying here to
prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: I’m ready
to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God. That is the
one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things



Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the level
with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You
must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or
something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a
demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come with any
patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to
us. He did not intend to.”

Why do you think it’s popular for people to claim that Jesus was a good human being and
a good teacher but not to call him Lord and Savior? Who or what kinds of people do you
see this happening with?

One type of false teaching that Scott brought up was the prosperity gospel. And he said,
“The prosperity Gospel treats Jesus as the means instead of the end.” He went on to say
this makes Jesus more like a ticket rather than the main event. And as we all know, we
don’t care about tickets; we care about the main event. Why do you think people are so
pulled or attracted to this false teaching?

APPLICATION
Maybe you’ve heard this before, but people who try to detect counterfeit or false
currencies don’t spend much time studying counterfeit money. Instead, they spend all
their time focusing on the real thing. This way, when something false comes along, they
can tell it’s not the real thing.

How can we, as a group or individuals, make sure we’re getting to know the real thing, the
real Jesus?

PRAY


