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What’s Most True About You???
Brad Miller | Director of Discipleship & Reach

Imagine introducing yourself to someone by telling them 
what’s most true about you. What would you say? Would 
you describe your work, profession, or accomplishments? 
Would you mention something about your personality, your 
family or even what you’re most passionate about in life? 
What is the most true thing about you? That which is un-
equivocally true and unwavering can only be declared by 
the one who made you!! 
God says this about you, about your identity in Jesus
• You are fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14)
• You are loved with a costly love (John 15:13)
• You are a daughter/son of the one true king (Gal. 3:26)
• You are not a slave to fear but God has given you his 

Spirit and with that power, love, and self-discipline  
(2 Tim. 1:7)

• You are the light of the world (Matt. 5:14)
• You are chosen AND you are appointed to bear fruit 

(John 15:16)
• You were made to declare God’s power, glory, and 

greatness (Psalm 145)
And that’s just the beginning https://myprintablefaith.
com/43-scriptures-about-who-i-am-in-christ/

What if, today, you decided to believe it? You decided to 
believe that these things were the most true thing about 
you? 
Here’s a challenge for this week...try introducing yourself 
to someone with one (or more) identity statements above...
what’s most true about you! 
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My favorite season is the fall. I love throwing on a 
sweatshirt and having the windows open. In many 
respects it also marks the beginning of a new season 
in our rhythms and is a great opportunity to reset what 
is important.

Living through this season in our world of COVID has 
changed so much especially in our “normal’ rhythms of 
life. This has been very much true in our faith rhythms 
as well, for many of us they have been disrupted and 
we are looking once again for our footing. The Fall is 
the perfect time to find it again.

A word that has been on my mind a lot lately is engage. 
One of the meanings of engage is to participate 
or become involved in. When it comes to following 
Jesus, He invites us to engage. At WLC we work very 
hard at providing environments where we can go to 
participate in our faith. You know these environments 
best as The Discipleship Path. 

As we engage in these environments; transformation 
takes place and we grow in the marks of what it means 
to be a disciple of Jesus, The [Disciple] Life.

As we head into the fall, I want to challenge you to 
make engaging with the ministry of WLC a priority. 

In worship we are strengthened to face all that 
is happening around us. When we serve, we are 
becoming more like Jesus. When we connect with 
others, we find encouragement in doing life together. 
When we live out our faith with people, we help others 
live The [Disciple] Life. 

As we continue on our Follow journey there are several 
exciting opportunities coming up, including:
• Celebrating the 10-year anniversary of our Oak Hill 

campus and the 1-year anniversary of our Wakota 
Ridge Campus.

• Building a Tiny Home through Settled.

• Partnering with FMSC to host a mobile pack 
that will bring close to 300,000 meals to hungry 
children around the world.

• Digging into God’s Word in a message series titled, 
Called.

• Paying off our debt completely this calendar 
year.

As we enter this new season, lets keep praying, “Jesus, 
lead me to listen to Your voice and follow You. Amen.”

Following Jesus, 
Pastor Tom

Staying Engaged!

Hearts and Hands-
Sharing the love of Jesus with people with  
disabilities

As Hearts and Hands begins another year of serving 
people with disabilities, we want to enhance commu-
nication for our events across all three campuses.  We 
will now have a contact person for each campus.  This 
individual will answer questions about the events we 
offer and how people with disabilities can join in.  They 
will also answer questions from potential volunteers 
about becoming a mentor.

To connect with the contact person at your campus 
you may call… Jeanne, 651-704-9464, for Valley Creek; 
Cheri, 651-235-8695, for Oak Hill; and Kim,763-670-
9886, for Wakota Ridge.  Or email us at: wlcdisabili-
tymin@outlook.com 
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We believe that God changes us 
as we open Scripture in commu-
nity with others who are learning 
to follow Jesus. Below are some 
upcoming Cross-Campus Wom-
en of the Word (W.O.W.) stud-
ies for you to connect with oth-
er women and delve into God’s 
Word together. Studies will be 
held Wednesdays at 9:00am 
and kick off on September 14.

All options are cross campus and 
held in-person with one hybrid 
class offered (on-line and in-per-
son). All WOW studies will be held 
on the Valley Creek Campus ex-
cept for Jonah held at the Wakota 
Ridge Campus. 

All women are welcome! Pre-reg-
istration helps us plan but is not 
mandatory. Click the individual 
link on each class below or visit 
woodburylutheran.org/events.

 
A Study of Philippi-
ans by N.T. Wright. 
Hybrid group (in-per-
son with an online 
option) Led by La-
Vonne Hamilton.
This 8-session book 
study learns from 

Paul, who wrote to the Philippians 
from prison. Paul shows us the art 
of seeing God’s purposes working 
out even through problems and 
difficulties while maintaining ro-
bust confidence in God’s overrul-
ing power.

“The Gospel on the 
Ground: A study of 
Acts”, by Kristi Mc-
Lelland. Led by Vicki 
Strong.
This study will be 
spread over 13 weeks 
to allow for an easy 

pace as we unpack the life of the 
early church in the book of Acts. 

The kingdom of God is always 
on the move looking outward to 
a world searching for fulfillment 
and hope. Explore the call of Je-
sus to His disciples then, and to 
us today.
  

“God of Creation: 
a study of Genesis 
1-11”, by Jen Wilkin. 
Led by Lori Golden.
This 11-session study 
dives verse by verse 
into Genesis 1-11. Re-
visit familiar stories 

and historical figures, challenge 
your basic knowledge, and dis-
cover deeper meanings in the 
text. We can only begin to un-
derstand ourselves when we first 
glimpse the character, attributes, 
and promises of our Creator.

“ En c o u n te r i n g 
God: Cultivating 
Habits of Faith 
Through the Spir-
itual Disciplines”, 
by Kelly Minter. Led 
by Diane Panning.
This 7-week video 

study unpacks the biblical foun-
dation for disciplines like prayer, 
study, worship, rest, simplici-
ty, generosity, celebration, and 
more. Instead of one more thing 
on your to-do list, you’ll find that 
these habits can create more 
margin—providing peace and rest 
as you walk with Jesus.

“Never Alone - Par-
enting in the power 
of the Holy Spirit”, 
by Jeannie Cunnion.  
Mom’s Group. Led by 
Kim Baumann. This 
group starts later, at 
9:30am.

This 7-session book study for 
Moms will deepen your under-
standing of the Holy Spirit and 

allow you to experience the free-
dom that comes from resting in 
Him. God is faithfully at work, and 
you are never alone in the pursuit 
to point your kids toward Jesus. 
Contact Diana Vander Pas if you 
have a need for infant childcare 
during class.  

Jonah: Navigating a 
Life Interrupted”, by 
Pricilla Shirer. Held at 
Wakota Ridge. Led by 
Lauren Danner. 
This 7-week study 
looks at our interrup-

tions and many times, like Jo-
nah we run when God interrupts 
our lives! Interruption is actually 
God’s invitation to do something 
beyond our wildest dreams.

To find out more about Women of 
the Word, contact Diana Vander 
Pas, Multi-Site Director of Small 
Groups at vanderpasd@wood-
burylutheran.org.  

Connect with Other Women in a 
WOW Study This Fall
Diana Vander Pas | Multi-site Director of Small Groups
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Sarah Dibbern | Oak Hill Kids & Youth Ministry 

Our kids live in a world where everyone is trying to 
tell them who they should be. They’re telling them 
how to dress, what to like, what not to like, etc. In a 
society where they are being told who to be, spend 
this school year being the voice that reminds them 
of this incredibly important truth: their identity is 
found in Jesus. Let this be the year you figure out a 
new rhythm when it comes to growing as a disciple 
of Jesus. This could be something you’ve wanted to 
do but you don’t know where to start. If that’s you, 
here are three ways you can begin a habit of helping 
your kids discover their identity in Jesus: 

1. Do a devotional together. 
There are so many great devotionals that are easy 
to do as a family. In fact, a lot of adult devotions 
come with kid options. You can download the 
YouVersion app and start a reading plan and 
start reading together. You can also look at 
“She Reads Truth” to find plan options for every 
member of your family. There’s no better way to 
help your kids find their identity in Jesus then 
diving into His word together. 

2. Make worshiping at any of our campuses a 
part of your weekly rhythm.
I understand how busy life can get. It seems like 
each new season brings a new sport or a new 
activity that you must drive your kids to. But 
what if this season brings a chance to worship 
together as a family? Get into this habit because 
once your kids see you making your faith walk a 
priority, they’ll want to make it a priority as well. 

3. Spend 10 minutes a day sharing highs and 
lows and praying together as a family. 
If you know my mom, Jane Dibbern, at all, 

you know that this is her thing. When I was 
growing up, she told the parents she met with 
the importance of this very simple and quick 
practice. As she continues to do premarital 
counseling, she tells her couples about the 
importance of this practice. Come together as 
family. Talk about your day. Pray. You will not 
regret spending this time together as a family. 

These aren’t the only ways you can help your kids 
discover their identity in Jesus. If you need help or 
have questions, don’t hesitate to reach out to the 
Kids Ministry staff member at your campus. We’d 
love to walk alongside you as you figure this out. But 
as you kick off another school year that may already 
feel hectic, it’s my prayer that you, as a parent, rest 
in your identity in Jesus and that you walk alongside 
your kids to help them do the same. 

Establishing New Rhythms

Sarah Dibbern | Oak Hill Kids & Youth Ministry 

Dear Teen-
Hey friend. It’s time to start a new school year. May-
be that’s exciting for you and if that’s the case, 
that’s amazing! I’m so excited to see what lies ahead 
for you. Maybe this isn’t something you’re looking 
forward to and if that’s the case, that’s ok too. A 
new school year can bring out a lot of emotions but 
it’s my prayer that no matter what this school year 
brings, you’ll remember that your identity is found 
in Jesus. In a world that likes to tell you a lot of lies 

about who you are, you have this God who sits with 
you, who walks alongside you, who sends adults to 
love and care for you. So lean into that and remem-
ber: your identity is found in the Savior of the World. 
Rest in that and grow in that. 
You’ve got this. 
Love,
Sarah 

A Letter From Sarah



Joel Wetzstein | Director of Worship 

I’m really excited about what’s coming and you may start 
to notice a new, much more intentional focus as part of our 
Disciple [LIFE] that we’ve been focusing on lately - especial-
ly within the worship department of Woodbury Lutheran 
Church. The best part about it is that it is all wrapped up in 
a tremendous opportunity for you to get engaged in!

Our Disciple [LIFE] emphasis encompasses what it means 
when you find your Identity as a disciple of Jesus.  Here are 
the 3 easy “handles” - Discovering My Identity In Jesus, Be-
coming More Like Him, Helping Others Do The Same.  The 
thing that these all have in common is an opportunity to 
engage.

Here’s where it falls in the wheelhouse of worship. As we 
gather together for corporate worship we see faith given 
to us and to others through the waters of baptism and we 
are claimed as children of God. Our identity, in Him, is born 
as we are born again. We hear the Word as it is preached - 
and in doing so, as we submit to that word - we are becom-
ing more like Him. 

The third part of the ‘handles’ of the Disciple [LIFE] is where 
we help others do the same. That takes relationships with 
people who don’t know Jesus. It takes being open, ready, 
willing to invite people to engage with us in this journey. You 
can do that, very easily, by inviting people to join you for our 
worship services - or sending them our online content.

God has been moving through connections, relationships, 
and by bringing talent together at Woodbury Lutheran 
Church. As a result, we are doing a new thing! Later this 
month, we will be releasing the first of two original songs 
that were written and recorded… here. These songs will 
point to Jesus and how we have been called to FOLLOW Him 
and live, inspired by what He said - that our Identity is se-
cure in Him. These songs will be released on Spotify, iTunes, 
Amazon Music and the like. We will be sending out YouTube 
videos from our LIVE recording session. You will be able to 
find us by using our ‘artist name’ - IDENTITY WORSHIP. We 
intend to use those platforms to point people to the identity 
we have in Jesus! It’s all part of the Disciple [LIFE] - as we 
become more like Him and help others do the same!

Identity Worship

Beginning A New Year 
of Learning
Sara Mulso | Director of WL Preschool 

It’s a new school year that we will be 
welcoming 140 students to Woodbury 
Lutheran Preschool. Starting the school 
year is filled with lots of emotions -for 
children, families, and teachers!  We 
have lots of days ahead of us and hours 
and hours of learning to embark upon 
together. For over 40 of our children, 
they will be with us every day of this 
school year! (Our 5-day a week enroll-
ment has grown nearly 400% in four 
years).  

Along with this learning comes the au-
thentic faith-based relationships that 
will develop. Teachers move from sim-
ply knowing names to valuing and ap-
preciating personalities and interests 
of their students. We will walk with fam-
ilies through the ups and downs of life 
over the next nine months.  Children will 
come to love their teachers for showing 
them that school is a wonderful place.

Wrapped into all these pieces is the op-
portunity to share Jesus and His love.  
The opportunities to daily engage in 
prayer, songs and Jesus time or devo-
tions is wonderful. We pray for and with 
families and we help them see their 
child’s faith grow. Being engaged and 
growing together gives us great joy as a 
school!  We’re blessed that we have this 
opportunity to do ministry with so many 
in our community!



Mike Sabbann | Reach Coordinator

Thank-you Woodbury Lutheran - 
our second Tiny Home is coming 
together very well! Since August 
16 we’ve had a swarm of WLC 
servants prime and paint siding, 
install windows, put up trim and 
flashing, pray for the future 
residents, and serve food and 
drinks to tired work crews! If you 
haven’t seen our construction 
zone yet, come take a look in the 
northeast corner of our Valley 
Creek campus parking lot (near 
the intersection of Valley Creek 
Road and Bielenberg.)

And why is this happening? 
Because our folks embrace and 
act on these Values:

• Compassionate Care – we 
bring hope to the hurting, 
including the chronically 
homeless

• Our Community – we serve 
and welcome others

• Movement – our faith doesn’t 
stand still

• Relationships – we know life 
is better together, so we serve 
with one another

Our partner in this work is the 
Christ-centered non-profit 
group “Settled.” It has a unique 
philosophy that addresses 
multiple problems typically 
overlooked by traditional 
“homeless” programs. They 
minister to chronically homeless 
people with an approach called 
“Community First.”

Watch for upcoming Sunday 
“lunch and learn” sessions to 
better understand Settled’s 
approach to ministering to those 
without homes. 

Want to help? We’d love to have 
you join one of our three Teams 
(click one): Prayers, Builders, 
and Food. Our work shifts are 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays. Watch the WLC Weekly 
email for more information. Have 
questions? Contact Mike Sabbann 
(sabbannm@woodburylutheran.
org) and see Settled’s website for 
FAQs (Settled.org).

By the way … WLC’s first Tiny 
Home is now part of a tiny home 
community at Mosaic Christian 
Church in the 500 block of East 
Wheelock Parkway in St. Paul 

(located here.) We’re very excited 
about the help we have provided 
our first occupant! 

Turning Values Into Action
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What’s New in Missions at WLC?
Mike Sabbann | Reach Coordinator 

Through your generosity the Follow initiative 
provided funding to expand our work with several 
existing mission partners both globally and locally. 
Our strategy focuses on 3 categories of ministry: 
bringing the gospel to unreached people groups, 
caring for oppressed people, and providing meals to 
hungry children. This table shows our international 
partners in each category:

Category International 
partner

How they work

Gospel Project Video
(project-video.org)

Use video 
technology to 
take the Gospel 
to remote 
southeast Asian 
people groups

Oppression End Slavery 
M i n i s t r i e s 
Ecuador
(endslaveryecuador.
com)

Minister to 
victims of sex-
t r a f f i c k i n g , 
p r i m a r i l y 
prostitutes and 
their children

Hunger Feed My Starving 
Children
(fmsc.org)

We get to pack 
nutritious meals; 
they ship them to 
the neediest kids 
around the globe

Mark your calendars for these upcoming mission 
and outreach events:
• Sunday, Oct. 2 - Missionaries Tim & Lisa 

Beckendorf (Bible translators in Botswana) – 
lunch presentation, Fireside Room, Valley Creek 
campus

• Saturday, Oct. 8 - Faith and Blue Community 
Picnic – St. Croix Land; come alongside our 
Police Officers

• Saturday, Oct. 29 - Trinity First Lutheran School – 
fall service day (Minneapolis)

• Tuesday, Nov. 1 – announcing WLC’s 2023 Short 
Term Mission trips

Questions? Contact Mike Sabbann (SabbannM@
woodburylutheran.org)

Dear Woodbury Lutheran 
Church,
My wife Kali and I wanted to express just how blown away 
we were by the love and generosity that you showed to 
us on our final Sunday, concluding with the baptism of 
our daughter Naomi. Afterwards, we got to spend hours 
talking with many of you, opening cute baby presents, 
receiving generous financial gifts, and reading hundreds 
of cards filled with so much love towards our little family. 
To those of you who left us a gift or a card, thank you so 
much. Your words and generosity spoke volumes to us. 
While we have so much to be excited about this upcoming 
year, we will greatly miss each and every one of you. You 
all continue to be in our prayers going forward.

Blessings,
 
Vicar Daniel, Kali, and Naomi
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Joel Symmank | Director of Ministries & Wakota Ridge Campus 
Lead

 And I am certain that God, who began the good 
work within you, will continue his work until it 

is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus 
returns. Philippians 1:6

In the opening words of Philippians, Paul expresses 
his deep love for the Philippian church and his 
confidence in the ongoing power of the Gospel at 
work in that place and in those people. Looking back 
on the first full year of ministry at Wakota Ridge I 
share that same love and confidence. God has 
truly begun a good work on our newest campus, an 
ongoing work that will produce great fruit.

As we head into year two at Wakota Ridge we do 
so with incredible gratitude for the ministry of Laura 
Stennes, our NextGen (kids and youth) minister. 
Laura is stepping down from her position to be a 
full-time mom to Charlie and baby Stennes due 
this October. As she and Garret and their family 
step into a new chapter, we say a kind of farewell. 
The Stennes family will still worship with us—we’re 
thankful we don’t have to say goodbye—but Laura 
won’t be serving in her staff role any longer.

Later in Philippians 4, Paul says, “Let your gentleness 
be evident to all. The Lord is near.” Week in and 
week out, in conversation with children, teens, and 
parents, Laura’s gentle spirit and warm, receiving 
heart were evident to all. Beginning with her work 
at the Liberty Ridge campus and then in navigating 
the merger of two congregations at Wakota Ridge 
she brought a peaceful presence that welcomed 
and put people at ease helping kids and youth, as 
well as her volunteer leaders, feel known and loved. 
Her playful joy and love for her Lord are contagious. 

So we’re sad to see Laura go, but grateful for the 
work she has done as a part of our staff for five years 
and at Wakota Ridge for this past year. And we’re 
thrilled for her family and all that God has in store 
for them. We’re confident that God will continue his 
good work both at Wakota Ridge and in her home!

On August 2nd we hosted a neighborhood Night to 
Unite gathering in the parking lot. Ice cream and 
streamer cannons, a bounce house and crafts for 
the kids, and good conversation with neighbors from 
up and down the streets around the campus made 
for a fun evening. Our incredible group of volunteers 
welcomed and got to know those who stopped by, 
building new relationships and deepening others. 

Please keep the Wakota Ridge Campus in your 
prayers. Prayers that God will continue to draw 
people in to worship him in that space, finding their 
identity in him and a calling to become more like 
Jesus. And prayers that he will continue to send 
us out into our community and into the lives of our 
neighbors helping them see his love in display.

Wakota Ridge Campus Update

NEXT: Pizza with the Pastor
What’s your NEXT Step at Woodbury Lutheran? If you’re new to WLC 
and wondering how to get connected into this church family, this is 
the perfect place to start!
Sunday September 18th (after services) on all campuses
• Wakota Ridge Campus: 10:30-11:45am
• Oak HIll Campus: 11:45am-1pm
• Valley Creek Campus: 11:45am-1pm
Come, have some pizza, and get connected!
Find more info and register at info.woodburylutheran.org.

http://info.woodburylutheran.org


September Birthdays
1 Craig Baumann
 Teresa Critchley
 Perry Firkus
 Addison Fluegel
 Jaime Hegna
 Lois Langholz
 Maleah McKinley
 Angie Moris
 Bernice Nelson
 David Pearson 
 Lily Pieper 
 Stephanie Smith
 Ava Young
2 Joan Bugnon
 Jane McAllister
 Pamela Riley
 Laura Schumacher
3 Alexa Diedrich
 Oskar Ehnstrom
 Carol Houfer
 Artie Lehtonen
 Caleb McDonald
 Abi Naffziger
 Alex Oehlke
 Carrie Steffel 
 Lyndis Vander Louw
 Al Wilkie
 Cambelle Young
4 Daniel Baumgarn
 Liam Butler
 Frank Janssen
 Maxwell Jorgensen
 Sara McConaughey
 Carolyn Ortiz
 Avery Printon
 Annette Reagan
 Dottie Rensenbrink
 Martin Strohfus
 Kristina Swanson
 Lily Thomson
 Isabella Trujillo
 Coleen Vossen
5 Ava Aune
 Camryn Connolly
 Brenda Engen
 Erik Hendrickson
 Christina Himes
 Denise Jenkins
 Mike Kinmounth
 Tony Printon

 Matthew Varin
 Beth Welsh
6 Paisley Ash
 Karen Brown
 Eldon Engen
 Emma Goetz
 Jim Gullickson
 Madison Himes
 Julie Mittelholtz
 Niko Morris
 Mike Rygh
 Selah Stebbing
7 Parker Allen
 Donna Bargsten
 Taylor Casselberry
 Wyatt Crow
 Joanna Dikken
 Morgan Ingram
 Leann Radel
 Charles Stennes
 Kyle Topp
8 Jack Bailen
 Louis Courteau
 Logan Cummings
 Evan LaMott
 Hudson Lueders
 Kemal Munn
 Steve Rohlf
 Samuel Scholz
 Kathy Siegling
 Larry Young
9 Jennifer Aspen
 Kim Beseman
 Joyce Biagini
 Keith Heintz
 Jennifer Mahlke
 Todd Rizzardi
 Abby Schouvieller
10 Melissa Bjornson
 Madelyn Bjostad
 Robert Brings
 Sharon Fong
 Leeanne Grether
 Nancy McDonagh
 Leo McFarland
 Mikayla McKinley
 Sarah Nelson
 Dan Oehlke
 Sophia Van Jaarsveld
 Joyce Wettleson

11 Nathan Aladerks
 Luke Feuerherm
 Vivian Huska
 Bryan Jackson
 Lori Kane
 Amelia Kopp
12 David Butina
 Noah Danner
 Killian Everson
 Lars Heggernes
 Camille Jones
 Carmen Jones
 Catelynn Jones
 Tyler LaMott
 Craig Laue
 Ella Oehlke
 Spencer Sadowski
 Vicky Smith
13 Franklin Anderson
 Taylour Blakeman
 Wesley Bloemendal
 Michaela Bradshaw
 Elizabeth Edwards
 Lois Groves
 Judy Lindemeier
 Jim Nassios
 Becky Nelson
 Teresa Raymer
 Ashley St. Clair
 Andy Stone
 Eleanor Young
14 Ronn Hannula  
 Kelsie Knippenberg
 Alex Laney
 Paige Lee
 Sara Murray
 Ed Nelson
 Ray Nibbe
 Meghan Rheinberger
 Scott Schuenke 
 Ethan Topp
15 Lindsey Babin
 Adam Brandmire
 Lauren Bunge
 Brent Clifford
 Wyatt Crist
 Janie Koehn
 Sherri Monson
 Brynn O’Neil
 Gina Ruesch

 Justin Sather
 Madison Schmidt
 Blake Thompson
 Marna Uebler
16 James Biederman
 Lance Huebner
 Matteo Izzi
       Greg Johnson
 Mike Looney
 Zoe Marth
 Sarah Rasmussen
 Ruth Stakston
 Blake Stoffel
 Stacy Winter
17 Lucy Anderson
 Caitlyn Conway
 Cody Gerver
 Brian Ingram
 Dylan Longworth
 Brooke Salzman
 Bennett Sauer
 Ava Sonn
 Yvonne White
 Joseph Wolsky
 Owen Zeller
18 William Anderson
 Brianna Andrasfi
 Sara Carson
 Dan Colvin
 Baylee Horner
 Mary Nesvig
 Kris Peterson
 Everly Phillipson
 Emma Stakston
 Linda Wilk
19 Susan Brusewitz
 Alyssa Burdett
 Sara Cerza
 Melyssa Ehnstrom
 Doug Jones
 Blaine Raymer
 Kari Schiltgen
 Madison Schnell
 Emilee Trost
 Daniel Wegner
 Larry Wilford
 Bob Youngquist
20 Spencer Dunham
 Wendy Ellwein
 Paul Gerver

 John Horner, Jr.
 Marcia Lally
 Kyle McKinley
 Peggy Novak
 Mary Scott
21 Blake Fluegel
 William Gilbert
 Noah Gow
 Alisa Hartwig
 Arlene Holst
 Adele Salava
 Mark Sikorski
 Daniel Stoddard
 Dylan Walker
22 Michael Brandmire
 Jileen Cowley
 Steve Grovender
 Willy Mzenga
 Steph Odegaard
 Shari Opheim
 Lisa Paradise
 Nevalynn Peasley
 Jenni Rathousky
 Nicole Rosin
 Jason Sakizadeh
 Maggie Svoboda
 Patrick Svoboda
 Aaron Wesser
 Jo Youngquist
23 Angela Cowles
 Tim Fett
 Louis Graen
 Elizabeth Gustafson
 Kennedy Huber
 Bill Jacobus
 Molly Kieser
 Scarlett Ko
 Marilee Schoenewald
 Kris Westad
24 Pat Claugherty
 Cathy Johnston
 Connor McHarg
 Allison Miller
 Eve Wiebe
25 Nathan Anderson
 Thomas Becken
 James Butzler
 Carl Clark
 Mary Galvin
 Avery Krause

 Nicholas Larson
 Erin Mills
 Dan Powers
 Marlys Sobaski
26 Mary Betts
 Kiera Daniels
 Sydney Fedorowski
 Sherri Graham
 Gianna Juliano
 Halle Myers
 Greta Norman
 Brady Perryman
 Dena Petrich
 Gregory Rohm
 Katherine Stebbing
27 Brooke Avenson
 Joseph Baumgarn
 Anika Bramer
 Maxwell Bramer
 Ken Olson
28 Don Amey
 Todd Bambanek
 Dan Field
 Corbin Johnson
 Janice Jones
 Jeanne Luebker
 Gary McDowell
 Cheryl Olstad
 Clark Peterson
29 Ole Anderson
 Amanda Durow 
 Stephen Kiester
 Stacy Parks
 Kalvan Reyes
 Stone Sterling
30 Sonya Anderson
 Hannah Ashby
 Mason Aspen 
 Scott Bauer
 Catherine Burow
 Lory Cedarbloom 
 Steven Joines
 Cayla Klusmann
 Lisa Kush
 Fred Peting
 Emily Rossow
 Neil Schwartz
 Sofia Tonolli

September Anniversaries
  1 Robert & Sara Cerza
 Mark & Mary Shepperd
 Andy & Andrea Stakston
 Scott & Tina Stebbing
  2 Nicholas & Jamie Linert-Arnold
 Gregory & Heather Rohm
  3 Harold & Joan Converse
 Dean & Gayle Huska
 Scott & Sue Meyer
 Herb & Pat Morsching
 Harold & Nona Pearl
  4 Cal & Nancy Branton
 Roger & Joy Hopke
  5 Jack & Grace Lavers
 Francisco & Steph Penaloza
  6 Mike & Kelly Vo 
  7 James & Lee Fischer
 Wayne & Twyla Franzen
 Justin & Jenny Jurek
 Dick & Julie Peterson
 Jim & Yvonne White
  8 David & Dawn Butina
 Nathan & Amanda Fong
 Cody & Melissa Gerver
 Keith & Beth Heintz
 Leo & Denise McFarland
 Greg & Holly Rome
  9 John & Marianne Eineke

 Steve & Diann Lindeman
 Dale & Lisa Martinson
 Paul & Joyce Stiebner
 Dan & Shelagh Stoerzinger
10 William & Bernise Giefer
 Jon & Lisa Kush
 Paul & Sharon Neubrand
 Myron & Linda Tank
11 Herb & Kaye Larson
 Blake & Brenda Score
 Jason & Colleen Schuldt
12 Nathan & Emily Anderson
 Richard & Brynn O’Neil
 Jerry & Diane Panning
13 Carl & Lynn Clark
14 Tim & Jeannine Buchholz
 Ken & Julie Drevnick 
 Paul & Amy Pflieger
15 Paul & Stephanie Claugherty
 Bob & Jennifer Drayton
 Gary & Sarah Nelson
 Steven & Cheryl Stensvad
 Joseph & Erica Zilka
16 Jerry & Marge Helander
 Scott & Joy Ostrom
 Gary & Char Les Stohlmann
 John &  Susan Wildman
17 Joe & Rachel Browning

 Steve & Cynthia Matejka
 Bruce & Kaye Montgomery
18 Lou & Luanne Greengard
 Jesse & Angie Spates
 Ryan & Lisa Winter
19 Ryan & Tara Huppert
 Michael & Monica Knox
 Marc & Tina Raasch
 Bill & Mary Young
20 Jake & Tara Dalbec
 Greg & Sheri Lewis
 Jon & Jane McAllister
 Clark & Sandra Petersen
 Andrew & Holly Sonn
 Bruce & Vicki Strong
 Nic & Danielle Yee
21 Peter & Barbara Fleming
 Brian & Carolee Mueller
 Alex & Jessami Schaefer
22 John & Kellie Clappier
 A.J. & Erin Ecker
23 Christina & Ronald Himes
 Fran & Nancy Menge   
 Steve & Wendy Schultze 
24 Greg Bailen & Lainie Steffen
 Jim & Mary Lou Krengel
 Rick & Mary Scholz
25 Don Dufresne & Jeanne Yee

 Dan & Jenna Sauro
 Chris & Rachel Thormodson
26 Caleb & Rachel Anderson
 Nathan & Hannah Belisle
 Craig & Karen Bettmann
 Steve & Lilly Haehn
 Matt & Alyson Nelson
27 Todd & Jennifer Schwarzenbach
 Mike & Jean Steingraber
 Chad & Colleen Vossen
 Nick & Lindsey Weiler
28   Scott & Rachel Conant
 Dan & Susan Jamison
29 Todd & Anna Albrecht
 Csaba & Brianna Andrasfi
 Ronn & Laurel Hannula
 Nick & Allison Ortiz
 Tom & Tara Schlattman
 John & Jenna Voyda
 Matthew & Lauren Young
30 Craig & Leanne Bloom
 Lee & Michelle Bunge
 Ben & Esther Kumpula
 John & Jeanie Strohfus
 Chris & Cheryl Tveit



Worship Baptisms Deaths

Marriages

Woodbury Lutheran Church - Council Meeting
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 
6:30-8:30am

Meeting Highlights
Discipleship Update:
Brad Miller, our Director of Discipleship, and Diana Vander Pas, 
our Director of Small Groups, offered an update on their ministry 
areas. Brad and a team have been hard at work over the last year 
refreshing our Disciple making process. Part of the fruit of that 
work is The [Disciple] Life. This fall we will have a series entitled 
“Called” where we will continue to unpack all the parts of our 
Vision frame and ministry strategy. In the area of Small Groups, 
this fall Diana is launching a turbo small group that will use to 
model new leaders how to lead a small group. Those leaders will 
then start new groups.

ReDo and Shepherd of the Valley (Hastings):
We have been invited by the district and the membership at 
Shepherd of the Valley to take on the ministry of the gym and 
church. At this time, we are exploring the option, and nothing is 
imminent.

Staffing and Financial Planning Ministry Action Teams:
Both teams are up and running. Ann Bauman is leading the 
team that will look at staffing and structure. The hope is by the 
end of year to have recommendations around both staffing and 
structure. Brian Schouviller is leading the team that is vetting 
Financial Planning Ministry as a possible partner to offer estate 
planning to our members at no cost for them (the cost would be 
incurred by WLC).

Meeting Highlights
Call to Order & Quorum Determination
Devotions/Prayer
Consent Agenda
• July Meeting Minutes
• July Financial Report
Discussion Topics
• Strategic Focus Update: Discipleship 

& Fall Kickoff
• ReDo and Shepherd of the Valley 

(Hastings)

Informational Topics
• Sr. Pastor Report
• July Dashboard
• Staffing & Financial Planning 

Ministry Update
Closing Prayer
Adjourn

In order to continue to grow in our communication to the congregation, 
each month we will share an update from the previous month’s Council 
meeting. Full minutes can be found here after the 10th of each month.

Church Council Update
Month

Online
Saturdays @ 5:00pm
Sundays @ 8:00, 9:30, 11:00am 
Youtube OnDemand

In-Person
Sundays @ 9:00 (OH, WR & VC)
Sundays @ 10:30am (OH & VC)

Please visit our website for up- 
to-date worship information. 
woodburylutheran.org

Scarlett Rose Hanon 
Landon Peev Xwm Xiong
Aliyah Ntxhee Yees Xiong
Naomi Lynn Langewisch
Boden Kucharski Stewart
Mathias Torben Murphy
Blakely Reese Probst

Alexandra Day & Jalen Timm
Nicole Taraldsen & Raymond 
Kinsella

Al Salo, husband of Bonnie Salo
Robert Simon
Jack Esala, brother of Keith Esala
Larry Wolfgram, father of Tim 
Wolfgram & Bev Esala; brother of 
Claudia Wolfgram, uncle of Matt 
Jorgensen

https://www.woodburylutheran.org/resources-media/newsletter/


Staying Connected

Ready to Take Your Next Step?
The WLC Connection Center is available 
to help you determine what your next 
step might be on the Discipleship PATH. 
Whether you want to explore options or 
you already know what your next step will 
be, our Connectors would love to help! 
The Connection Center staff at each of 
our campuses is available for each wor-
ship service.  Come and say hi! 

Giving at WLC
Thank you for your ongoing generosity 
that keeps the ministries of Woodbury 
Lutheran functioning. Giving may be 
done by texting WLCGIVE to 833-808-
4447, through our website, and through 
the WLC app (iOS | GooglePlay). Checks 
may be mailed to the church office at 
7380 Afton Road, Woodbury, MN 55125.

Stock Donations
There are many different ways to donate 
time, talents, and treasures to Woodbury 
Lutheran Church. One way some 
members choose to donate is through the 
transfer or donation of stocks. If you have 
questions or would like more information 
on how to donate stock, please contact 
Trecie Horner at 651-731-3349. 

Stephen Ministers
If you are going through a difficult 
time–whether it’s losing a loved one, 
having relationship struggles, financial 
hardships or any number of challenges 
one might face–WLC has Stephen 
Ministers who would like to walk with 
you through these trying times. Contact 
Pastor Tim or Shirley Mertens for more 
information.

Monday Afternoon Women’s 
Ministry
Would you be willing to knit or crochet 
shawls, soft chemo/Neuro surgery caps 
or baby caps/afghans which would be 
given to someone who is experiencing 
a life trauma, an illness, or loss? We 
would love to have you join us on Monday 
afternoons at the Valley Creek Campus 
at 1:00pm, or bring your completed 
items to us at the Valley Creek Campus. 
Call Shirley (651) 276-7224 or email 
sungrams1@gmail.com for more info on 
how to be connected with this ministry. 

Thrivent Members!
As a service to its members Thrivent pro-
vides support through you for various 
outreach and mission events at WLC. 
Your Thrivent Action Team benefit can 
bear fruit for God’s kingdom! Please con-
tact Mike Sabbann (sabbannm@wood-
burylutheran.org) if you want to help, or 
to learn more. Thanks!

Looking for more information 
to stay connected? 

Scan the 
QR code above!

mailto:sungrams1%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sabbannm%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=
mailto:sabbannm%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=


WLC
NEWS

LETTER
Looking for something else?

 

Visit woodburylutheran.org

Valley Creek Campus (V) 
7380 Afton Road 

Woodbury, MN 55125
Oak Hill Campus (O) 

9050 60th Street North 
Stillwater, MN 55082

Wakota Ridge Campus (W) 
255 W Douglas Street

South St. Paul, MN 55075

Afton Land
12122 40th Street South

Afton, MN 55001

(651) 739-5144
Visit us on the web at  

www.woodburylutheran.org

Woodbury Lutheran Church 
7380 Afton Road 
Woodbury, MN 55125
Multiplying Disciples // Transforming Lives

1 (V) Celebrate Recovery 
Thursdays, 6:30pm 
Contact: Larry Smith  
651-308-9113 

2 (V) Kitchen Band
1st & 3rd Fridays, 9:00am
Contact: Margo Garven 
651-788-1713 

3 (V) Saturday Morning 
Men’s Bible Study 
Saturdays, 7:00am 
Contact: Jeff Linert 
651-387-9428 

3 (O) Men’s Bible Study 
Saturdays, 8:00am 
Contact: Pastor Dean 
651-739-5144 x331

5 (O,V,W) Offices Closed - 
Labor Day Holiday 
Monday, All Day 

6 (V) WLC Choir Rehearsal 
Tuesdays, 7:00pm
Contact: Stephanie 
Pfotenhauer
561-504-5164 

10 (V) Baptism Class 
Saturday, 9:30am 
Contact: Rachel Symmank  
651-472-1975 

11 (O) 10th Anniversary 
Outdoor Celebration 
Sunday, 10:00am Worship; 
11:30 Lunch; and 1:30 
Celebration 

11 (W) 1st Anniversary 
Celebration 
Sunday, 9:00am 

12 (V) Monday Men’s Study 
Mondays, 10:45am 
Contact: Pastor Tim 
651-739-5144 x221

12 (V) Ladies’ Gathering 
Group 
Mondays, 1:00pm 
Contact: Shirley Mertens 
651-276-7224

14 (O) Pastoral Bible Study
Wednesdays, 10:00am 
Contact: Pastor Dean 
651-739-5144 x331

14 (V,W) Women of the Word 
Begins
Wednesdays, 9:00am 
Contact: Diana Vander Pas 
651-739-5144 x208
14 (O,V) MS &HS Youth 
Begins 
Wednesdays, 6:30pm 
Contact: Lindsey Schmidt 
651-739-5144 x219

18 (O,V,W) WLC Kids Begins 
Sundays, 9:00am 
Contact: Nancy Schubbe 
651-739-5144 x203

18 (V) WLC Kids Starts 
Begins 
Sundays, 10:30am 
Contact: Nancy Schubbe 
651-739-5144 x203

September 2022 Calendar

https://www.woodburylutheran.org/resources-media/calendar-events/calendar/

