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...helping others do the same
Brad Miller | Director of Discipleship & Reach

Right now...take 60 seconds to name ways that you’ve 
seen God working, how you’ve seen the goodness of God 
in your life. Go. The clock is ticking.
60 seconds is NOT ENOUGH! Jesus’ words in John 5 tell us, 
“My Father is always working, and so am I.”
I want to invite and challenge you to continue to lean into 
the [Disciple] LIFE.  We are learning to follow Jesus... dis-
covering our identity in Jesus, becoming more like him and 
helping others do the same. Notice the turquoise image on 
the left of this page.
Whatever God is doing in us is never just for us! As Dis-
ciples of Jesus our call to action is to:
a. Notice how God is working in you. How is he shaping 

you identity or making us more like Jesus. Celebrate 
that... but don’t stop there.

b. Share this with someone. Pray for the opportunity and 
then open your mouth. Yes, go and tell how he’s shap-
ing you and making you (above).

c. Encourage them to notice God’s beautiful work in 
them or how about you calling it out? “I see this in you!”. 
Encourage them to lean into this [Disciple] LIFE. 

And don’t stop there! They can pay it forward as well...help-
ing someone else do the same. It’s called multiplication 
and it’s what disciples of Jesus do! 

• Helping Others - Pastor Tom 
Pfotenhauer

• Who Helps Point You to God? - Diana 
Vander Pas

• Can Kids Share the Love of Jesus? - 
Nancy Schubbe

• WLC Bell Ringers - Cheryl 
Christiansen

• Molding & Shaping - Sara Mulso
• Backpacks for Good - Brad Miller
• FMSC - Mike Sabbann
• Notice & Share - Joel Wetzstein



We just wrapped our message series, “Called,” where 
we were looking at the calling that we have been given 
as disciples of Jesus. We spent two weeks looking at 
The [Disciple] Life and the marks that we desire to see 
more of in our lives as disciples of Jesus. I was thinking 
about the third phrase, “helping others do the same.” 
And immediately Roy, my neighbor from growing up, 
came to mind.

I was blessed to live surrounded by foundational WLC 
members and they each had, and continue to have, a 
profound impact on my faith. Some have gone to be 
with Jesus and others are still growing as disciples of 
Jesus. Marlene Ingvalson,who lived a few houses down 
the road, continues to be a faithful member who never 
misses a Sunday and is always full of encouragement. 
The Stevens family, who lived kitty corner from us, are 
still active at WLC and have a deep faith that continues 
to strengthen me. 

Our next-door neighbors Ed and Nancy Erickson are 
like a second family to me. When Nancy passed away, 
it was like losing my mom. I can’t count the number of 
vacations and nights I spent with them. Right across 
the street from us were the Kyndbergs. I spent time 
there as a newborn baby and Pat continues to be 
such a light in my life. 

The reason I am sharing all of this about my neighbors 
is because each of them in their own way has helped 
me to find my identity in Jesus and to become more 
like Him. When we talk about helping others to join us 
in The [Disciple] Life, it might not be as complicated 
as it sounds.

It is a meal shared around a kitchen table, it is a 
borrowed egg for the cake batter, it is lending a hand 

on a project, it is inviting a neighbor kid into your family, 
it is Jesus living in the regular rhythms of our lives as 
we invite others to come along with us. So much of 
following Jesus is caught and not taught. What I saw 
and see in my neighbors is Jesus and that is impactful.

Back to Roy. Even as I write this, I have tears in my eyes 
as I think about my buddy “Mongo.” Even though he 
had a family, a career, and hobbies, he always seemed 
to have time for me. To come on over and shoot some 
baskets, to go to the basement workshop and watch 
him woodwork or to come to my baseball game. I 
am pretty sure we never had a Bible study together, 
but through his life he was helping me discover The 
[Disciple] Life.

If you want to help others follow Jesus, it starts by 
inviting them into your life. From there the Holy Spirit 
will guide your conversations so that they too can 
discover their identity in Jesus, become more like Him, 
and then help others do the same.

What an honor to think that Jesus calls each and every 
one of us to go and make disciples. 

Following Jesus, 
Pastor Tom

...Helping Others Do the Same

Financial Peace University
This opportunity is for all campuses.

FPU is the nine-lesson class that teaches you the 
step-by-step plan to win with money. Get FPU, plus all 
the tools you need to make the plan work for your life, 
exclusively inside a Ramsey+ membership.
• Sundays: 3:00-4:30pm
• Starts January 15
• Cost, details, etc. coming
• Registration opens Dec. 1
• Valley Creek Campus



A number of years ago, a strong 
woman of God named Elaine 
prayed weekly for me. Elaine 
noticed people, she connect-
ed easily with them, and was a 
faithful follower of Jesus, study-
ing his Word. But what stood out 
the most to me about Elaine was 
her prayers and her joy. When 
she prayed, it was powerful! I 
could hear and feel the power of 
God and his Word coming right 
though her. Her prayers pointed 
me to God. to his promises, to 
his character, and to trust in his 
power in the midst of my circum-
stances. 

Elaine was also always so joy-
filled! She had a booming voice, 
and I could often hear her laugh-
ter from down the hall. Later I 
found out that she had an incur-
able chronic illness that caused 
her daily pain. How much more 
her joy spoke to me as a testimo-
ny of her faith knowing what she 
overcame each day. 

God works through people to re-
veal himself to us. Elaine found 
her identity in Jesus, not in her 
illness or in her circumstances. 
As she spent time with God in his 
Word, her character looked more 

and more like Jesus and her joy 
and love for Jesus spilled over into 
others. Elaine watched for God 
at work in her life, pointed me to 
Jesus, and encouraged me as his 
follower.

Maybe you have someone like 
Elaine in your life. Take a moment 
to thank them! Maybe you don’t 
have someone who pours into 
you and prays for you, but you 
wish you did. Then perhaps you 
can check out Together Mentor-
ing and consider being a mentee.  
This intentional prayer-focused, 
one-on-one relational disciple-
ship ministry at Woodbury Lu-
theran provides “a little bit of 
structure” and a lot of freedom. 

A mentee is paired with a mentor 
(men with men and women with 
women) and each pair follow a 
guidebook as they enjoy getting 
to know one another, encourag-
ing each other, and praying to-
gether. There is flexibility in when 
and how each pair meets so it fits 
busy schedules. This is a great 
way to notice what Jesus is doing 
in your life, to share it with some-
one, and to be encouraged.   

To learn more about Togeth-

er Mentoring, go to: https://wlc.
church/connect--next-steps/
together-mentoring/. If you are 
interested in finding out more 
about being a mentee, email 
Diana Vander Pas at vander-
pasd@woodburylutheran.org or 
Kim Hughes at kim.hughes1671@
comcast.net.

Who Helps 
Point You to 
God?
Diana Vander Pas | Multi-site Director of 
Small Groups
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https://wlc.church/connect--next-steps/together-mentoring/
https://wlc.church/connect--next-steps/together-mentoring/
mailto:vanderpasd%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=
mailto:vanderpasd%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=
mailto:kim.hughes1671%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:kim.hughes1671%40comcast.net?subject=


Nancy Schubbe | Director of Kids Ministry 

Sometimes we think that adults are the people who 
should be sharing Jesus and His love with others, 
but the Bible doesn’t put an age limit on sharing 
Jesus’ love. We are ALL able to share the love of 
Jesus wherever we are! So even on a sports team, 
the playground, in school, at camp, Jesus’ love can 
be shared.

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As 
I have loved you, so you must love one another. By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples if 

you love one another.” -John 13:34-35

God commands us to love one another. Love is what 
sets us apart and makes us stand out as different 
in the world around us. Let’s look at some concrete 
ways to help your kids share Jesus’ love!

1. Help your kids to become good listeners. For this 
to really take hold, it means that parents will need 
to model good listening skills. Good listening 
means to focus on the person talking and not 
to interrupt them. It’s also a good idea to ask 
questions so you can find out more information. 
Patience is key to being a good listener!

2. Help your kids to become generous. Being 
generous is a character trait that can be 
practiced and prayed for. Sharing toys, snacks, 
and time are all things that kids can learn to 
do. As a family you can talk about generously 
sharing food as you donate to a food shelf in 
your area. Helping children learn to donate toys 
they no longer play with is another way to learn 
how to be generous!

3. Help your kids learn how to pray for people. When 
friends are sick, or afraid, practice praying with 

your kids for their friends. If there is another kid 
at school that is unkind, help your kid learn that 
they can go to God in that situation too!

4. Help your kids to notice others around them 
that are lonely or alone with no friends. Teach 
them how to talk to new kids at school and be 
welcoming to them, including them in games 
and activities at school or home.

5. Take your kids along when you invite friends and 
neighbors to events you enjoy at your church. 
Serving together for Feed My Starving Children, 
enjoying the Living Nativity, and having fun filling 
backpacks for kids in Foster Care together are 
all great ways to share the love of Jesus!

Can Kids Share the Love of Jesus? YES!

Foster and develop a deeper connection with Jesus 
through training and experience in Emmanuel 
Journaling.
• Four Saturday mornings in January
• 10:00-11:30am
• More Details are coming...
• Registration opens December 1st
• Oak HIll Campus Sanctuary

Joyful Journaling (All Campuses)



Cheryl Chrisitansen | Bell Ringing Coordinator 

We are Called to Community by serving. Again, this Christ-
mas season we are partnering with the Salvation Army Bell 
Ringing Campaign. Please prayerfully consider serving oth-
ers less fortunate by being part of the Woodbury Lutheran 
Bell Ringing Community.

The Salvation Army Northern Division has seen a 127% in-
crease in requests for assistance since the Covid-19 pan-
demic started. Economic hardships have increased due to 
recently inflated prices, food shortages and higher heating 
costs.

We have the opportunity to ring bells at the Cub stores in 
Woodbury and Stillwater on Fridays and Saturdays from 
November 25 to December 23, and at the Cub store in Inver 
Grove Heights on November 25 & 26, and December 16 & 17. 

Unmanned kettles are usually empty. The Salvation Army 
estimates that manned kettles bring in about $30/hour. The 
WLC Bell Ringing Community raised over $14,000 last year, 
which equated to approximately $100/hour! We really do 
make a difference when we serve in the name of Jesus!

A link to sign up for a bell ringing shift can be found 
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4eacaa-
2fa2fe3-ring1.  If you have any questions, please email 
Cheryl Christiansen at christdc@msn.com.

“I have given you an example to follow. 
Do as I have done to you.” John 13:15

WLC Bell Ringers

Coach in the 
Passenger Seat 
Moments
Lindsey Schmidt | Director of NextGen Ministry 

I had the opportunity to go out for some 
practice driving with my Godson. As his 
coach-in-the-passenger-seat. I found 
myself asking him to say out loud what 
he was thinking as he was driving. He 
humbly responded, giving me his inter-
nal play by play. It was delightful to hear 
his understanding of the world around 
him and the opportunity to encourage 
his abilities and to share things I’ve 
learned over the years about driving. 

As Disciples we’re challenged to be 
both teachable & willing to share what 
we’re learning about our journey of 
following Jesus. To curiously, humbly, 
gently speak up when we find ourselves 
in faith passenger seat coaching situ-
ations with those that God has woven 
into our stories.  

Possible ways to start a conversation 
that the Holy Spirit may grow into a 
coach-in-the-passenger-seat opportu-
nity: 
• Where have you felt joy/frustration/

stress lately? Could we pray about 
that?

• Could I share something the Holy 
Spirit has been teaching me? I’d 
love your perspective too. 

• Family Dinner Conversations 
starters: https://info.axis.org/
blog/50-conversation-start-
ers-for-family-dinners 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4eacaa2fa2fe3-ring1
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Sara Mulso | Director of WLPreschool

Do you remember what it’s like to 
play with playdoh (or modeling 
clay)? As soon as I say that you 
might be reminded how it feels in 
your hands. What it’s like to roll 
it into a ball or squish it flat with 
your hand. The amazing thing 
about playdoh is you could see 
exactly what impact you were 
having on it!  If you lovingly rolled 
it, you created the most perfect 
ball. If you were frustrated and 
smooshed it, you may have been 
left with a broken or flattened 
piece of dough.  

In our day-to-day of working 
with children at WLP, we have 
opportunities to mold and shape 
them. We do this in a variety 
of ways from our words to our 
actions. Sometimes we are as 
direct as having them repeat the 
words that we say.  Other times we 
hope that our actions and words 
are ones that they see and hear 
often enough that it becomes the 
norm, and they begin to copy that 
behavior. Hours of our time with 
children is spent shaping them 
to be loving, caring, kind and 
compassionate.  

We know that this is “working” 
with children when we see them 
initiate these behaviors on their 
own or we have parents tell us 
how they have noticed changes 
in their child. They see how they 
initiate prayer; they want to 
do kind things for others. And 
children thrive on praise and love 
being recognized for their efforts.  

Your interactions with others 
around you are just as important 
as our school’s interactions with 
children. You are molding them, 
and you can lovingly encourage 
them or in frustration you can 
literally flatten them. You might 
not directly see it but on their 
inside, how their heart feels and 
the seeds you’ve planted in the 
mind can be shaped in an instant.  

Jesus gives us many opportunities 
to help others become more like 
Him. He gives ME opportunities.  
The irony is that what comes so 
naturally for me with children is 
surprisingly hard with adults. I’m 
afraid that I might offend them.  
I’m worry that they’ll talk about 
me behind my back. I don’t want 
to push myself or my beliefs on 
them.  Yet that is what I am called 

to do. You are too! We mold and 
shape people. We can do it 
lovingly and be bold in our prayer 
for these people to see how God 
is working in their lives. We can 
directly share what we see!  

Do you remember what it is 
like to open a new container of 
playdoh? Do you remember the 
great plans you had for what you 
would form? But maybe it didn’t 
work out on the first or second 
attempt, but with persistence you 
saw each attempt get better and 
better and soon, you saw emerge 
what you were hoping for. Isn’t 
it amazing when we have that 
same opportunity with people?  

Our walk as people who love 
Jesus means that we want to 
help others become more like 
Jesus.  Sometimes the Holy Spirit 
has softened their heart to be 
like playdoh.  Other times we feel 
as though we are working with 
clay. I encourage you to pray for 
opportunities to help mold and 
encourage others to become 
closer to Jesus. There is much joy 
to be found as we see this new 
creation emerge!

Molding & Shaping



Backpacks for Good
Brad Miller | Director of Discipleship & Reach 

God cares about foster kids. Here’s one way to join 
him!

This December, we’re partnering again with Together 
for Good and their program called BACKPACKS FOR 
GOOD. 

Backpacks and contents are purchased and packed 
by individuals, families, small groups or with a few 
friends. 

Then they’re delivered to any of our campuses, 
hung out on lobby racks, and a team of servants 
from WLC will take loads of backpacks to 
Together for Good offices in St. Paul.

Starting on Sunday, November 13, pick up 
an information flyer with all the details, 
including what to put in the backpacks, at 
the Connection Center on all campuses.

Drop off in December...1st through 18th

• Sunday mornings at OH, VC and WR 
(8am-11am)

• Monday - Friday 9am-9pm at Valley 
Creek

• TBA at Oak Hill and Wakota Ridge

• PLEASE do NOT drop them in the church offices 
(wait for the hanging racks on December 1)

• Contact Brad Miller with questions, etc. millerb@
woodburylutheran.org

Oil Change Ministry
Pastor Tim Marshall | Pastoral Care 

When it comes to serving others, WLC does a 
remarkable job finding ways to reach out to the 
children of God with love and grace.  

On Saturday, October 22, a group of men and women 
of WLC participated in an ongoing ministry offered 
to single mothers and widows, where they had their 
oil changed in their vehicles. Often, getting an oil 
change is the last thing on a person’s radar.  What 
a privilege it is to be a part of this ministry, seeing 
the love of Jesus shown in such a hands on way. 

Our prayer is that even as we serve, those who are 
being served can be a voice to others, inviting them 
into opportunities to be served in this way as well!
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Mike Sabbann | Reach Coordinator 

Some History: There’s a wonderful account in the book 
of Matthew where Jesus demonstrates the second 
aspect of WLC’s [Disciple] Life: “becoming more like 
Him”. Here’s the setting … Jesus just finished speaking 
to a large group of people; He’d healed several folks, 
and shown them compassion in other ways, too. The 
disciples were thinking, “Okay guys. It’s getting late, time 
for supper. Let’s get the folks to move on.” They came 
to Jesus and said, “Send these people away so they can 
get their own food.” He could’ve said, “You’re right. Hey 
everybody! Time to leave!” But He didn’t.

Instead, He got the disciples involved! He said, “They 
don’t need to leave. You give them something to eat.” 
The disciples were dumb founded! What? Us?! How? 

What did they do next? They listened to Jesus. They 
gathered some food. They broke the crowd into small 
groups. Then they trusted Him. And He did what was 
needed. He provided meals for the hungry. They became 
more like Him. Serving. Loving. Being present. Doing.

What About You? Let’s become more like Him! Our 
church is hosting a MobilePack event for Feed My 
Starving Children on our Valley Creek campus. Get 
involved with us on November 17 – 19 (Thurs, Fri, Sat). You 
get to be more like Jesus by giving your time and energy 
and love to pack meals for hungry kids around the world. 
We’re planning to pack more than 200,000 meals, but 
we need disciples like you to get it done. And we need 
your friends, family, and co-workers! Become more like 
Jesus by inviting others to join you!

Registration is open.  Register here: https://give.fmsc.
org/campaign/2211-183ea-woodbury-mn-woodbury-
lutheran-church/c428556
 
Join our Team! We need lots of additional help on each 
of the days of our MobilePack event, as well as leading up 
to it. We’d love to have you join us in one of the following 

areas:
• Prayer team
• Logistics team
• Registration and check-in team
• Promotion team
Hours of service are flexible – touch base with us to find 
out more!

Got questions? Want more information? Contact Kathy 
Coleman (kathycoleman93@gmail.com,  651-357-8800.) 
And thanks for becoming more like Jesus - feeding God’s 
precious children!

FMSC is a Christian nonprofit organization committed to 
feeding God’s children who are hungry in body and spirit. The 
approach is simple: children and adults’ hand-pack meals – 
MannaPackTM Rice – formulated by food scientists specifically 
for malnourished children. Organizations in nearly 70 countries 
distribute these meals to children in greatest need. Since 2014, 
Woodbury Lutheran has packed nearly 2.5 million meals for 
FMSC! 

FMSC and The [Disciple] Life

There are three opportunities to get connected to 
what God is doing around the world.
1. Jamaica (Robin’s Nest)-Spring or Summer (TBA)
2. Quito, Ecuador-June 19-28
3. Kake Alaska-July 13-22 (may shift slightly)

Details coming in January including costs, when 
registration opens, focus of the STT,  training, etc. 
Contact Brad Miller for more information on all the 
above. millerb@woodburylutheran.org

2023 Short Term Teams
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Notice & Share

Meet Bethany!
Bethany Meyer is joining our WLC Staff this 
month and we want to give y’all a chance 
to get to know her!  She’ll be working closely 
with families of kids and youth as our Next 
Gen Minister at the Wakota Ridge campus. 

“Hey! I’m Bethany, and I am so very excit-
ed to be a part of the Woodbury Lutheran 
community. I’ve been married to my won-
derful and caring husband, Phillip, for 10 
years. He works as a system administrator 
for a medical engineering device compa-
ny (yeah... he’s smart, haha). I love that he 
fiercely cares for those around him, and is 
genuine and true in his word. We have an 
adorable, sensitive and affectionate pup 
named Piper who is 5 years old. She knows 
loads of tricks, enjoys giving hugs, and her 
love language is physical touch. I am the 
oldest of 7 kids, born and raised in MN. I grew 
up playing instruments and singing, par-
taking in 4-H, theatre, dance and the Unit-
ed States Naval Sea Cadet Corps. I was go-
ing to enlist in the Navy, but God had other 
plans (His plans turned out pretty rad, too!). 
What brings me the greatest joy is dancing, 
choreographing (mainly contemporary and 
modern styles), and encouraging others- I 
have an art company focused solely on 
doing just that, and equipping others with 
tools to encourage those around them. My 
favorite Bible verse is Romans 8:28-29. Ask 
me why sometime and I’ll share my sto-
ry with you. Something you should know 
about me is that I care deeply about you, 
your story, and who God made you to be. I 
know we haven’t met yet, but I do know that 
God makes beautiful and wonderful peo-
ple, and I view it as a gift to be able to get to 
know you & serve alongside you. So, when 
you see me around, please say “hello” and 
share a fun fact about you with me. I can’t 
wait to meet you!”

Joel Wetzstein | Director of Worship 

A couple of weeks ago, while doing some grocery shopping, 
I noticed something I had missed in my previous trips to the 
store. I knew that the stores were always ahead on getting 
seasonal items ready to sell, but I happened to catch the 
very strange overlap that exists around this time. The or-
ange and black colors of the Halloween season along with 
the dark costumes and candy are side by side with the red 
and green festive colors of Christmas. The Halloween sec-
tion looked much more picked over than the Christmas sec-
tion did. Thanksgiving was completely overlooked in that 
section of the store. 

Sometimes we are oblivious to things that are really obvious 
and have been present awhile. They can get missed. They’ll 
go unnoticed, especially if we’re distracted or perhaps, on 
the other end of the spectrum, even if we’re very focused on 
something else. It’s true in stores while grocery shopping. 
It’s true in life. It’s true in relationships. It’s true in our rela-
tionship with Jesus.

For example… If we pray for God’s intervention or comfort 
and then, when it comes, we are unaware of God’s on-go-
ing role, we will fail to recognize that He is at work. If we 
don’t notice what’s happening in our relationship with Je-
sus, then, it doesn’t just impact us either. It impacts others 
too. Or perhaps more to the point, it doesn’t impact others 
either. Did you know that? Here’s how…If we don’t notice 
what Jesus is doing in us and through us, then we won’t 
talk about his work in our lives; which takes away the bless-
ing we have of recounting God’s faithfulness at work in our 
lives. AND that, in turn, takes away the encouragement that 
a reminder of God’s faithfulness would have given to some-
one else.

Take that a step further in turn, to encourage others to 
Notice & Share. When you do, encourage others to do the 
same to keep the process going.

This year, as we’re approaching our Thanksgiving and 
Christmas holiday season and you gather with friends and 
family, be sure to notice when God is working in your life, 
and be ready to share that. Don’t miss it because it’s a busy 
season or because of the distractions, or even in your la-
ser-sharp focus.  As you share, you can include your plans 
to attend worship services to celebrate God’s goodness 
through the birth of His Son, Jesus - and encourage others 
to do the same.



Mary Law | WLC Office Manager & Assistant to the Sr. Pastor

If you didn’t know, I’m a farm girl. On the farm each 
year, every minute spent in the fields over the spring 
and summer were to prepare for the bountiful 
harvest that God always provided in his beautiful 
way. In the fall, farmers and their families survive on 
lots of coffee, sandwiches brought out to the field 
for a quick bite to eat, and lots of late nights and 
early mornings. 

This fall in the community where I grew up, there 
were two families who experienced significant loss 
right before the harvest. The beautiful blessing 
that came from those losses was a community of 
neighbors who came out in full force to combine 
fields and haul the corn and beans to the local grain 
elevator. The families who had lost a loved one were 
encouraged by the support. The neighbors lost a 
close friend, but through their loss they were able 
give back to the families. Serving and encouraging 
each other.

What I’ve realized about WLC over the eleven years 
of working here is that we are very much like the 
community that I grew up in. The people here step in 
and bring meals to members who are experiencing 
the side effects of cancer treatments. We rake the 
lawns of members who are unable to because of 
a recent surgery or treatment. We gladly serve a 
meal for a member’s funeral, blessing the loved 
ones who are celebrating a life well lived. Serving 
and encouraging each other.

Generosity is in our DNA here at WLC and I love that! 
Your generosity has allowed for the Valley Creek 
Campus to update the blinds in the sanctuary this 
past month. We will host a FMSC MobilePack at the 
VC Campus in mid-November. Your generosity will 

present us with the opportunity to pay off all our 
debt later in November. And finally, we continue 
to walk alongside and encourage our youth. This 
coming weekend, we get to celebrate with three 
youth who will confirm their faith. 

And if you like donuts...which I know you all do...
beginning on November 6, we will serve free donuts 
on the first Sunday of the month through May. 

Something to keep on your radar...Afton Road 
will undergo a street reconstruction beginning 
next summer. The project will have significant 
underground utility work done along with upgrading 
the landscape and adding a trail.

I am grateful to you WLC! Thank you for living the 
[Disciple} Life so well.

Valley Creek Campus Update

NEXT: Pizza with the Pastor
What’s your NEXT Step at Woodbury Lutheran? If you’re new to WLC 
and wondering how to get connected into this church family, this is 
the perfect place to start!
Sunday November 20th (after services) on all campuses
• Wakota Ridge Campus: 10:30-11:45am
• Oak HIll Campus: 11:45am-1pm
• Valley Creek Campus: 11:45am-1pm
Come, have some pizza, and get connected!
Find more info and register at info.woodburylutheran.org.

http://info.woodburylutheran.org


November Birthdays
1 Kylee Collyard
 Joy Hopke
 Easton Johnson
 Jon Kush
 Candice Lee
 Addison Lower
 Allison Lower
 Diane Panning
 Dana Southward
 Steven Stone 
 Karen Wachal
2 Luke Burger
 Lauren Eddinger- 
      Danner
 Callie Farr
 Amber Gehring
 Makayla Gillard
 William Klinzing
 Betty Krueger
 Jill Leonard
 Pat Morsching
 Angie Niezgocki
 Jason Pleggenkuhle
 Connor Reagan
 Isabella Sanneh
 Kelly Vo
 Dianna Weum
3 Patty Blomquist
 Dean Galvin
 Helen Gland
 Neil Horn
 Jerry Miller
 Pennie Nagbe
 Susan Ogorek
 Kassandra Olson
 Donna Peting
4 Greyson Ash
 Adeline Beucler
 Lora Bock
 Kayla Cariveau
 John Carlson
 Corina Commers
 Avery Corrigan
 Austin Dunham
 Erin Ecker
 Mike Heggernes
 Tim Huska
 Carter Kincade
 Afton Kirby
 Addison Lange
 Madison Lien

 Lilly Lopez
 Brady Roloff
 Naveena Spitz
 Sandra Zak
5 Jeffery Crane
 Jessica Dowdall
 Robert Heck
 Donna Herian
 Rachel Homuth
 Sarah Jahn
 Ethan Johnson
 Brody Loeffler
 Natascha Mishacoff
 Matthew Nelson
 Macie Schnell
 Bridgette Stewart
6 Calvin Bowes
 Tara Dalbec
 Erin Fitzgerald
 Micah Gamble, Jr.
 Griffin Graham
 Cindy Grove
 Logan Longworth
 Steve Matejka
 Lawrence Optiz
 Sarah Riechling
 Rebekah Stebbing
 Mae Vincent
7 Natasha Culbertson
 Connie Jones
 Marian Lensegrav
 Karen Longworth
 Liam Pleggenkuhle
 Vicki Strong
 Avery Vo
8 Rachel Anderson
 Kaitlyn Corey
 Amanda Drinovsky
 Mark Erickson
 Ivy Haines
 Bruce Johnson
 Calvin Kane
 David Krehbiel
 Virginia Obermire
 Ron Shriver
 Steve Skytte
 John Voyda
9 Brandon Bambenek
 Leo Johnson
 Brian McInerney
 Jim Montgomery

 Ben Muenstermann
 Paul Neubrand
 Dan Parvey
 Daniel Schach
 Kelly Schmidt
10 Samuel Beucler 
 Michelle Bunge
 Greg Carlson
 Keith Esala
 Larry Faffler
 Christopher Hauge
 David McNally
 Tyler Schutz
 Kayla Wesser
 Kelli Wick
11  Erik Ehnstrom
 Eiley Kieser
 Caleb Pillman
 JoAnn Sobaski
12 Rebecca Dittman
 Gywnn Pepin
 Len Score
 Helen Spindler
 Porter Yee
13 Matt Boyd
 Daniel Ferguson
 Clayton Houfer
 Bohdi Lemke
 Ivan Niezgocki
 Chad Peterson
 Tom Zarnke
14 Aaron Duffy
 Gary Grohoski
 Evan Hillmeyer
 Charlie Jones
 David Kopesky
 Michael McNally
 Laurel Mills
 Gerald Palesh
 Lindsay Sandrock
 Shanessa Schlattman
15  Jeannie Backlund
 Nancy Bell
 Nancy Branton
 Susan Finell
 Kimberly Jorgenson
 Thomas Karrow
 Abriella Lema
 Rochelle Michel
 Bryce Mohlenhoff
 Kristi Rohlf 

 Tom Schlattman
 Marjorie Seeger
 Mark Sorgert
 Earl Staats
 Zachary Wagner
 Brian Whitemarsh, II
16 Adela Ashby
 Brooks Aspen
 Megan Becken
 Doug Cameron
 Robert Cerza
 Lynn Clark
 Tyler Johnson
 Louis Junker
 Hailey McNally
 Emily Moore
 Alayna Oehlke
 Harold Pearl
 Douglas Spray
 Phillip Stebbing
 Janice Wenker
17 Callen Brittain
 Gloria Dale
 Beth Ekblad
 Ruth Harrison
 Ellyn Holum
 Sophia Kuhrmeyer
 Julianne Kurth
 Emma Lee
 Brittany Morrison
 Elena Penaloza
 Faith Schreiber
18 Jackson Jones
 Vince Lelei
 Dawn Mroszak
 Wayne Pepin
 Kristi Starzynski
 Harper Weisbrich
19 Brennan Grimm
 Blaire Kuehne
 Brynlee Probst
 Steve Schultze
 Jeanie Strohfus
20  Seth Bridenbecker
  Caylee Clifford
 Kristina Johnson
 Adam Krause
 Caitlin Linert
 Donna McElveen
 Colette Miller
 Colette Nelson

 Madelyn Rud
21 John Baranick
 James Barringer 
Gabrielle Baty
 Craig Bloom
 James Brewer
 Keith Gustafson
 Kinsley Hove
 Roz Johnson
 Peyton Lange
 Gene Letendre
 Arthur Williams
22 Eliza deZeeuw
 Nash Drapinski
 Dale Kreft
 Stacey Schuessler
 Jeff Sieling
23 Thelma Altman
 Isaiah Anderson
 Allen Bergh
 Kendra Berkman
 Grace Beseman
 Mike Brocker
 Emma Feldkamp
 Angela Fossan
 Steve Frisque
 Delaney Goerlitz
 Tyson Morris
 Richard Schmidt
 Blake Standly
 Sydney Ulrich
24 Kaleb Bloomquist
 Penelope Dalbec
 Kevin Lange
 Luke Lombard
 Marilyn Quamme
 Cael Spates
 David White
 Emily Yee
25 Wade Amundson
 Madeline Baumann
 Cindy Boedecker
 Ted Bolles
 Kent Emerson
 June Groth
 Jennifer Schwarzenbach
 Julia Voss
26 Pat Bouthilet
 Maxine Carter-Hunder
 Abigail Ceaglske
 James Culbertson

 Pat Duffy
 Madeline Fong
 Perry Rogotzke
 Kayla Sonn
27  Cassandra Baty
 Claire Becken
 Glen Boedecker
 Dean Dunavan
 Marge Helander
 Eleanor Meyer
 Mark Retica
 Anya Steffel
 Everleigh Vossen
 Jeffrey Wilford
 Robert Wilkie
28 Madison Buchholz
 Jarrod Bury
 Cindy Kucharski
 Michael Mergens
 Simon Odegaard
 Gary Prestegord
 Gabriella Vitela
 Grace Wenck
29 Scott Conant
 Ian Grant
 Gayle Huska
 Maximus Khang
 Colton Longworth
 Sean Ngu’e
 Linda Pierre
 Eve Smith
 Holly Sorgert
 Eryn Stoerzinger
30 Bethany Brocker
 Nathan Hartwig
 Teeghan Herian
 Maggie Kolb
 Dale Werth

November Anniversaries
1 Ron & Tammy Price
2 Nathan & Alisa Hartwig
3 Robert & Kristal Treadway
4 Craig & Karen Roberts
5 Aaron & Desiree Morningstar
6 Israel & Cindy Carmona
 Dale & Elizabeth Thompson
 David & Diana Wende
7 Andrew & Amanda Rose
8 Timm & Helen Spindler
9 John & Patrice Horner
10 Paul & Janice Grizzell
 Ben & Marissa Jagger
11 Brian & Molly Kieser
 Matthew & Michelle Price
12  Edward & Francina Lelei
14 Frederick & Heidi Conrad

 Gwen & Dan Froseth
 Abraham Mathews & Vanaja Samuel
15 Mike & Lin Peterson
16  Lon & Kim Berven
 Brian & T.J. Cartier
 Shane & Angela Fossan
17  Curt & Deb Anderson
 Calvin & Erin Bowes
 Matt & Ashley Boyd
 Thomas & Cynthia Mertens
19 John & Lynnette Mahlke
21 Daniel & Jana Beck
22 Jerry & Lucy Beane
24 Jim & Tracey Jensen
25 Kevin & Keri Stifter
27 Joshua & Jennifer Granlund
29  John & Debbie Hukee

 Frank & Kathleen Janssen
30 Doug & Judy Cameron
 Doug & Rhonda Jones
 Nick & Jenny Moody 



Worship Baptisms

Deaths

Marriages

Woodbury Lutheran Church - Council Meeting
Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
6:30-8:30am

Meeting Highlights
Next Gen / Youth Ministry Strategic Update:
Our next gen team lead by Lindsay Schmidt led us through a conversation 
about what is happening in our kids and youth ministries. A huge 
takeaway was the number of lay servants needed to keep these ministries 
strong. We are also excited to have 45 students walking through our 
confirmation journey. Please keep our youth in your prayers as we seek 
to engrain the truth of Jesus into their hearts. 

Hastings Shepherd of the Valley / ReDo:
After lots of prayers and conversations we do not believe that we are 
being led to take on this ministry endeavor at this time. We have lots 
going on with our staff ministry action team and believe it is important 
for us to continue to build a strong foundation moving forward before we 
take on a fourth campus.

Sr. Pastor Report:
I am grateful that this fall we are seeing a strong return to in-person 
worship and other in-person ministries. For in person worship we are at 
about 85% of where we were before COVID, and we continue to see lots 
of guests and new members across our campuses. As we head into the 
final quarter of 2022, we remain on target to hit the financials goals that 
we have set in Follow. For all of you who are still reading this, we will 
also be paying our debt off in full in November. In January we will also 
be changing our online worship offering to a livestream option from our 
Valley Creek campus.

Meeting Highlights
Call to Order & Quorum Determination
Devotions/Prayer
Consent Agenda
• September Meeting Minutes
• September Financial Report
Discussion Topics
• Next Gen / Youth Ministry Strategic 

Update 
• Hastings Shepherd of the Valley / 

ReDo Discussion 

Informational Topics
• Sr. Pastor Report
• Dashboard & Q3 Report
Closing Prayer
Adjourn

In order to continue to grow in our communication to the congregation, 
each month we will share an update from the previous month’s 
Council meeting. Full minutes can be found HERE after the 10th of 
each month.

Church Council Update
Month

Online
Saturdays @ 5:00pm
Sundays @ 8:00, 9:30, 11:00am 
Youtube OnDemand

In-Person
Sundays @ 9:00 (OH, WR & VC)
Sundays @ 10:30am (OH & VC)

Please visit our website for up- 
to-date worship information. 
woodburylutheran.org

Aubrey Rose Hawkinson
Genevieve Margaret Fett
Jack Gordon Mathisen
Madelyn Zoey Weller
Julia Catherine DeMaris

Gabrielle Field & Timothy Kane
Carey Meyer and Nick Larson

Greg Bohren, nephew of Dennis & 
Janette Bohren; cousin of Sunny 

Marshall & Rico Bohren
Nate Brewer, cousin of Joel Wetzstein
Marilyn Quamme
Melinda Paschen
Ronnie Guenther, cousin of Nancy 
Schultz
Jacob Guenther, nephew of Nancy 
Schultz
Francis Oehlke
Adam Schreiner
Corinne Kroonblawd, sister of Claudia 
Wolfgram
Bob Florine, brother of Janet Erickson
Marvin Jorgenson, uncle of Matt 
Jorgenson; brother-in-law of Claudia 
Wolfgram

https://wlc.church/resources/newsletter-and-council-minutes/


Staying Connected

Ready to Take Your Next Step?
The WLC Connection Center is available 
to help you determine what your next 
step might be on the Discipleship PATH. 
Whether you want to explore options or 
you already know what your next step will 
be, our Connectors would love to help! 
The Connection Center staff at each of 
our campuses is available for each wor-
ship service.  Come and say hi! 

Giving at WLC
Thank you for your ongoing generosity 
that keeps the ministries of Woodbury 
Lutheran functioning. Giving may be 
done by texting WLCGIVE to 833-808-
4447, through our website, and through 
the WLC app (iOS | GooglePlay). Checks 
may be mailed to the church office at 
7380 Afton Road, Woodbury, MN 55125.

Stock Donations
There are many different ways to donate 
time, talents, and treasures to Woodbury 
Lutheran Church. One way some 
members choose to donate is through the 
transfer or donation of stocks. If you have 
questions or would like more information 
on how to donate stock, please contact 
Trecie Horner at 651-731-3349. 

Stephen Ministers
If you are going through a difficult 
time–whether it’s losing a loved one, 
having relationship struggles, financial 
hardships or any number of challenges 
one might face–WLC has Stephen 
Ministers who would like to walk with 
you through these trying times. Contact 
Pastor Tim or Shirley Mertens for more 
information.

Monday Afternoon Women’s 
Ministry
Would you be willing to knit or crochet 
shawls, soft chemo/Neuro surgery caps 
or baby caps/afghans which would be 
given to someone who is experiencing 
a life trauma, an illness, or loss? We 
would love to have you join us on Monday 
afternoons at the Valley Creek Campus 
at 1:00pm, or bring your completed 
items to us at the Valley Creek Campus. 
Call Shirley (651) 276-7224 or email 
sungrams1@gmail.com for more info on 
how to be connected with this ministry. 

Thrivent Members!
As a service to its members Thrivent pro-
vides support through you for various 
outreach and mission events at WLC. 
Your Thrivent Action Team benefit can 
bear fruit for God’s kingdom! Please con-
tact Mike Sabbann (sabbannm@wood-
burylutheran.org) if you want to help, or 
to learn more. Thanks!

Youth Summer Mission 
Experiences
Our WLCYOUTH Summer 2023 Mission 
Experience locations and dates will be 
shared on November 2nd and posted 
on wlcyouth.org soon after. If you have 
a current 6th-12th grader at your house, 
check out these opportunities. 

WLCYouth Wednesdays (OH & VC) 
& Sundays (WR)!
It’s not too late to get registered and join 
in on the joy of gathering regularly in 
small groups with other youth. Check out 
wlcyouth.org for information about reg-
istration. 

Pilgramage with the 
Pfotenhauers
Pastor Paul & Rhoda, and Pastor Tom & 
Stephanie Pfotenhauer are considering 
a pilgramage in October of 2023 to the 
Seven Churches recorded in Revelation.  
This was one of the Apostle Paul’s prima-
ry focuses of ministry as well as Turkey 
and the Islands. If you are interesed and 
want complete information, please con-
tact Pastor Paul at paulrhoda@comcast.
net or call 651-261-3416 or 651-707-7144.

Looking for more information 
to stay connected? 

Scan the 
QR code above!

mailto:sungrams1%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sabbannm%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=
mailto:sabbannm%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=
http://wlcyouth.org
http://wlcyouth.org
mailto:paulrhoda%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:paulrhoda%40comcast.net?subject=
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Visit woodburylutheran.org

Valley Creek Campus (V) 
7380 Afton Road 

Woodbury, MN 55125
Oak Hill Campus (O) 

9050 60th Street North 
Stillwater, MN 55082

Wakota Ridge Campus (W) 
255 W Douglas Street

South St. Paul, MN 55075

Afton Land
12122 40th Street South

Afton, MN 55001

(651) 739-5144
Visit us on the web at  

www.woodburylutheran.org

Woodbury Lutheran Church 
7380 Afton Road 
Woodbury, MN 55125
Multiplying Disciples // Transforming Lives

1 (V) WLC Choir Rehearsal 
Tuesdays, 7:00pm
Contact: Stephanie 
Pfotenhauer
561-504-5164 

14 (V) Life Line Screening 
Wednesday, 8:00am
https://llsa.social/HS

2 (O) Pastoral Bible Study
Wednesdays, 10:00am 
Contact: Pastor Dean 
651-739-5144 x331

2 (V,W) Women of the Word
Wednesdays, 9:00am 
Contact: Diana Vander Pas 
651-739-5144 x208

2 (V) Mitten Ladies
Wednesdays, 12:30pm 
Contact: Lyndis VanderLouw 
651-469-3313

2 (O,V) MS & HS Youth 
Wednesdays, 6:30pm 
Contact: Lindsey Schmidt 
651-739-5144 x219

3 (V) Celebrate Recovery 
Thursdays, 6:30pm 
Contact: Larry Smith  
651-308-9113 

4 (V) Kitchen Band
1st & 3rd Fridays, 9:00am
Contact: Margo Garven 
651-788-1713 

5 (V) Saturday Morning 
Men’s Bible Study 
Saturdays, 7:00am 
Contact: Jeff Linert 
651-387-9428 

5 (O) Men’s Bible Study 
Saturdays, 8:00am 
Contact: Pastor Dean 
651-739-5144 x331

5 (V) Baptism Class 
Saturday, 9:30am 
Contact: Rachel Symmank  
651-472-1975 

6 (O,V,W) All Saints Sunday 
Sundays, 9:00am & 10:30am 
(VC & OH)

6 (O,V,W) WLC Kids 
Sundays, 9:00am 
Contact: Nancy Schubbe 
651-739-5144 x203

6 (V) WLC Kids 
Sundays, 10:30am 
Contact: Nancy Schubbe 
651-739-5144 x203

7 (V) Monday Men’s Study 
Mondays, 10:45am 
Contact: Pastor Tim 
651-739-5144 x221

7 (V) Ladies’ Gathering 
Group 
Mondays, 1:00pm 
Contact: Shirley Mertens 
651-276-7224

14 (V) Red Cross Blood Drive 
Monday, 1:00pm
www.redcross.org

17-19(V) FMSC MobilePack 
Thursday-Saturday 
Contact: Kathy Coleman 
651-357-8800

21 (V) WLPreschool Family 
Engagement Night 
Monday, 4:30pm
Contact: Sara Mulso 
651-739-5144 x233

23 (V) All Campus 
Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
Wednesday, 7:00pm

24-25 (O,V,W) WLC Offices 
Closed - Thanksgiving Day 
Holiday
Thursday-Friday, All Day 

November 2022 Calendar

https://www.woodburylutheran.org/resources-media/calendar-events/calendar/
https://llsa.social/HS 
http://www.redcross.org

