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In the Gospel of John chapter 7 we read of Jesus standing up and 
shouting to the crowds, “Anyone who is thirsty may come to me! 
Anyone who believes in me may come and drink! For the Scriptures 
declare, ‘Rivers of living water will flow from his heart.’” John 7:38. 
As I write this, the temperature is -11 F. Where I grew up in East Grand 
Forks the record low is -43 F (that, by the way is not “real feel”, but 
actual temperature). Contrast that with the highest temperature in 
that same location of 109 F. These vast contrasts build hearty folk. 
Those hot summers would be spent mostly outside working and 
playing most of the day. Without fail however, I would come inside, 
open the refrigerator, grab the jug of ice-cold water with the frig door 
still wide open and toss it back, drinking in long gulps of refreshing 
water right out of the jug. It is amazing how vivid the memory is in my 
mind. I was absolutely refreshed! 
Life has held a whole lot more than ridiculous temperature fluctuations. 
Prior to the pandemic of 2020 so many were already driven by a lifestyle 
that is not only unsustainable but is life depleting and ultimately robs 
us of what Jesus has come to give us. Schedules, demands, deadlines 
and responsibilities can empty our reserves in such a way that one 
day we wake up and say, “I don’t want to do this anymore.” We are 
tempted to give in to temptations, quit on relationships, and give over 
to discouragement and despair. This is NOT what Jesus had in mind 
for us. Did you see how in the text “Jesus stood up and shouted?” 
Sometimes it takes a good hollering to get our attention before we 
cross a line and give up. 
Well, this is our wakeup call folks! It is a New Year and time to deepen 
your wells of life-giving water that come from Jesus.  The Resilient 
sermon series begins on January 1st on all our campuses. This is an 
opportunity for you to deepen your reserves and go deeper in your life 
satisfying relationship with Jesus. We have created a special booklet, 
a Resilient Survival Guide for this series, filled with scripture, places for 
sermon notes, reflections for you as well as group discussion, music 
recommendations and more.  Here are some challenges for you:  
1. Commit to worshipping every Sunday in January. Online or in 

person. No excuses.
2. Commit to using the Resilient Survival Guide for personal 

reflection, small group, or both. 
3. Commit to the 30-day Resilient challenge. Download the Pause 

app where you will find John Eldredge 30-day Resilient challenge. 
I am so excited to enter this New Year with you. Let’s all commit to 
deepening as a community of Jesus followers who love each other 
and serve the world our Lord has come to save and restore.



Most nights I put our daughter Peyten to bed. We have 
our normal bedtime rhythms of brushing teeth, going 
to the bathroom, and reading. Presently now we are 
working our way through the Little House on the Prairie 
series and the Old Testament. We are currently in the 
book of Joshua and one of the things that has struck 
me is how God calls and equips Joshua to be resilient.

Repeatedly God gives the call to Joshua to be resilient 
using these words, “This is my command—be strong 
and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. 
For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”

This month we are in a message series where we 
are focused on the word Resilient. Joshua gives a 
picture of what it means to be resilient as he faces 
challenge after challenge while leading the Israelites. 
The beautiful truth about Joshua’s resilience is that 
it comes from God. The same can be true in our lives 
as we face challenging times personally, and in the 
world, around us.

Let’s break down Joshua 1:9.... 

“This is my command—be strong and courageous!” 
When God commands something it happens. He 
commanded creation into being and it was. Throughout 
His ministry whenever Jesus made a command it 
happened. It may sound like God is ordering Joshua 
around, but the truth is He is ordering strength and 
courage be given to Joshua. God is preparing Joshua 
to face what is to come and in Jesus He does the same 
thing for us. Don’t dig deeper, instead be filled with he 
streams of living water that Jesus offers. 

“Do not be afraid or discouraged.” The most used 
phrase in the entire Bible is the call not to be afraid. 
There is plenty to be afraid of in our lives, but when our 
eyes are on Jesus the emotion of fear is replaced by 
trust. Discouragement is at an all-time high because 
our eyes are constantly moved away from Jesus to 
whatever it is that brings fear into our lives. Jesus is 
inviting you to look at Him.

“For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 
Loneliness is an epidemic, the devil loves for us to be 
isolated and alone, but the truth is we are never alone. 
As you face challenging circumstances that make you 
ready to just give up, remember the promise of Jesus 
that He will never leave you or forsake you. 

The power to live resilient lives for Jesus comes from 
Him. Through this series I pray that you will be filled up 
with the strength and courage that Jesus alone can 
offer.

Following Jesus, 
Pastor Tom

Being Resilient

Financial Peace University
This opportunity is for all campuses.

FPU is the nine-lesson class that teaches you the step-
by-step plan to win with money. Get FPU, plus all the 
tools you need to make the plan work for your life, exclu-
sively inside a Ramsey+ membership.
• Sundays: 3:00-4:30pm (childcare provided)
• Valley Creek Campus - Fireside Room
• Facilitators: Tara & Jake Dalbek and Kimberly Olson
• Starts January 15 (through March 12)
• Cost: $79 (check out all the benefits below)
• Register here: http://www.fpu.com/1156326
• The first 10 people to register get a bonus...the paper 

class manual ($20 value)
• Contact Brad Miller for more information, including 

scholarships...brad@woodburylutheran.org

http://www.fpu.com/1156326
mailto:brad%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=


After facing a world-wide pan-
demic and all the challenges it 
brought, it has become appar-
ent that many people struggle 
with being resilient or making it 
through tough times. It seems 
that having resilient kids with 
solid foundations of faith is now 
more important than ever.

But how do we build up resilience 
in our kids? Building resilience 
is much like creating any oth-
er good habit or strengthening 
a spiritual gift. You need to work 
at it and exercise that “muscle” 
for it to grow stronger. Building 
resilience will not only help your 
kids cope with stress throughout 
their lives but also make it easi-
er for them to achieve goals and 
dreams later in life. 

Here are four easy and practical 
ways in which you can build resil-
ient kids through faith:

1. Change is part of life. Make 
sure your kids know that 
things don’t always go ac-
cording to plan. Sometimes 
your best friend will disap-
point you – and that’s OK. Kids 
are allowed to have emotions, 

but we can teach them not to 
let their emotions dictate their 
behavior. 

2. Cultivate a culture of hope. 
Having hope can change a 
person’s outlook on every-
thing! Teaching our kids to 
remain hopeful, even if the 
outcome seems hopeless, 
and focusing on the positive 
outcome in the future is key to 
building resilience in our kids. 
We can always put our trust in 
Jesus. Even though the world 
can seem crazy and confus-
ing, one thing is certain - God 
is good and God never chang-
es. 

3. Coach them and don’t al-
ways rescue them. As par-
ents we only want the best for 
our kids and sometimes that 
means taking a step back and 
encouraging them to figure it 
out for themselves. Connec-
tion and coaching are import-
ant here and we can help our 
kids develop problem solving 
skills on various levels. Learn-
ing to overcome situations as 
kids will equip them to over-
come bigger challenges in life 

when they are older. Strength 
is being poured out into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit, 
who has been given to us and 
to our kids!

4. Create “honest-time” where 
kids learn to connect with 
themselves, their emotions 
and God. It is important for 
kids of this generation to have 
time away from technology 
and time alone with them-
selves including time alone to 
connect with God. How about 
creating 10 minutes each day 
where everyone in the house-
hold has ‘honest-time’. You 
can get together afterwards 
to discuss your experiences 
and thoughts. 

“We can rejoice, too, when we 
run into problems and trials, for 
we know that they help us devel-
op endurance. And endurance 
develops strength of character, 
and character strengthens our 
confident hope of salvation.” Ro-
mans 5:3-4

Raising
Resilient Kids
with Resilient 
Faith
Nancy Schubbe | Director of Kids Ministry



Pastor Tim Marshll | Pastor of Care Ministry 

With Christmas in the rearview mirror and 2023 in 
front of us, I think I’m ready for a nap.  It can be 
hard to muster the energy all the time when there’s 
so much going on.  As each year passes, it’s easy to 
feel weary more and more.  Sure, there are things we 
can do to address this, from energy drinks to eating 
healthier, from exercise to getting more sleep…All of 
these things can help address the weariness in our 
bones.  

But what about spiritual weariness? Do you 
sometimes feel like the prophet Elijah, who in 
weariness said this in 1 Kings 19:4, “I have had 
enough, Lord.  Take my life, for I am no better than 
my ancestors who have already died.” Elijah had just 
prevailed over the prophets of Baal and was being 
pursued by Queen Jezebel.  He had been doing the 
Lord’s work but was finally at the end of his rope.  
Have you been there?  I know I have a time or two.

Paul speaks about this in Galatians 6.  He says, 
“Let’s not get tired of doing what is good.  At just 
the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if 
we don’t give up.  Therefore, whenever we have 
the opportunity, we should do good to everyone – 
especially those in the family of faith.”

In December, I witnessed you personally doing good 
to others…I saw it in the collection of backpacks 
for foster children, I saw it in the bell ringers for 
Salvation Army, and I saw it in over 50 volunteers who 
delivered poinsettias to many in our congregation 
before Christmas this year. I saw it in those who 
volunteered at every Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day service.  What a blessing you all are as you are 
led by the Lord to do good things!  

Our natural inclination is to think about ourselves 
more and more, especially the more we become 
stressed and wearied. But that’s not the model our 
Lord has shared with us. We have a God who loves 
us by sending His Son to take away our stress and 
weariness. We no longer need to focus on being 
good to be saved, wondering if we’ve done enough 
(that never worked in the first place). Let 2023 be a 
year of God working through you to bring blessings 
to others, while also bringing peace to your souls!

Combatting Soul Weariness with Serving

Foster and develop a deeper connection with Jesus 
through training and experience in Emmanuel 
Journaling.
• No journaling experience necessary
• Four Saturday mornings in January, beginning 

January 7th
• 10:00-11:30am
• Oak Hill Campus Sanctuary
• Led by Sandi and Brad Miller (+ other facilitators)
• More information and registration at: https://wlc.

church/event/9598974-2023-01-07-joyful-
journaling/

Joyful Journaling (All Campuses)

https://wlc.church/event/9598974-2023-01-07-joyful-journaling/
https://wlc.church/event/9598974-2023-01-07-joyful-journaling/
https://wlc.church/event/9598974-2023-01-07-joyful-journaling/


Bethany Meyer | Wakota Ridge Kids & Youth Ministry 

A New Year feels like a fresh start in many places in our lives, 
with new goals, ideas, and efforts. A new slate, and yet our 
souls can be weary with pain and hurt. Thankfully, we know 
a God that walks with us and takes over our healing. I know 
two things to be true: God is not the author of our pain, 
but he uses it. And God works all things together for good 
(Romans 8:28). 
In youth ministry, we get the opportunity to step into hard 
places together. Just this last month, we sat down with 
High School youth and answered as many of their tough 
questions as we could. It was a reminder that life involves 
hurt and confusion, but God is with us in it all. 
Morgan Harper Nichols writes on her art, “you do not have 
to wait for answers before you can exhale.” As you walk into 
the newness of this year, know that God is in every part of 
your story and that He has the power to strengthen your 
weary soul. You don’t need the answers, because the One 
who has them all is working for your good. 

For Your Good

Strengthening the
Weary Soul
Joel Wetzstein | Multisite Director of Worship

No Pain - No Gain. I don’t work out 
much. Okay… I don’t work out at all. 
My son wishes I did. I don’t really have 
a good excuse. You have to put in the 
work to get the result.  Strengthening 
a weary soul sounds to me like it would 
require some heavy lifting. 

“2 Dear brothers and sisters, when trou-
bles of any kind come your way, consid-
er it an opportunity for great joy. 3 For 
you know that when your faith is tested, 
your endurance has a chance to grow. 
4 So let it grow, for when your endur-
ance is fully developed, you will be per-
fect and complete, needing nothing.” 
James 1:2-4

When I pray about this sort of thing I AL-
WAYS say, “In Your Mercy, Lord, please 
strengthen me in a way that doesn’t re-
quire pain. No pain. No pain.”

I’m still here. Still standing. I feel like 
I’ve been through a lot - but He hasn’t 
failed me. There’s comfort and strength 
in remembering that.



Sara Mulso | Director of WL Preschool

In our preschool, it is not uncommon to hear parents 
say things like “How do you get them to do that?  They 
never do that at home!” Followed often by tales of how 
children cry or pout when they don’t get their way.  We 
adults are so like children (yes, it’s true)! We put on 
our best behavior for those who we are with, but our 
hearts and our minds might be having other feelings 
and thoughts. When we get home, our family gets our 
short and crabby attitude. Big and little people are 
both the same. We can save our least desirable side 
for those who love us the most.

Jesus is the ultimate lover of us as people. He knows 
our hearts and our minds. He sees the yuck that can 
form in these places even if we don’t utter a word 
or act out. But because he loves us deeply, he also 
knows that there is a wonderful side to us.  He forgives 
us again and again and in our trust in Him, we pray 
that we can do better. We pray for attitudes, hearts 
and minds that align with how He wants us to treat 
people. He gives us a resilient attitude to get up and 
try again tomorrow…because each day is a new day 
to be His child.  

Tomorrow’s A New Day

Short Term 
Mission Teams 
2023

Jesus is at work all over the world and His invitation is 
to join Him...to become more like Him as you step out 
in faith.

1. Jamaica (Robin's nest) - June 18-25
2. Quito, Ecuador - June 19-28
3. Kake Alaska - July 13-22 (dates may shift slightly)

January 29 Launch with all the details...focus of each 
Team, Team leaders, costs and deadlines, training, etc. 

Contact Brad Miller for more information: 
millerb@woodburylutheran.org

Why not start with prayer...Jesus, are you calling me to go?

What’s Happening in the
Ukraine?
Brad Miller | Multisite Director of Discipleship & Reach

We have missionaries there who will give us an 
up close and personal update.

Join us for WORLD PRAYER DIVE, 75 minutes 
of learning and prayer with Rosen and Oksana 
Klepel from Ternopil, Ukraine.
• Thursday, January 26
• 7:00-8:15pm on Zoom
• Click to Join with this link (password: 

praying)
Contact Brad Miller for more information: 
millerb@woodburylutheran.org 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2823425523?pwd=ZVFLNlBwQmhRWFVvcHRFMVZyOGZhdz09
mailto:millerb%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=


Practice Doesn’t Always 
Make Perfect, It Does 
Make a Habit!

Connect with  
Other Women  
in a WOW Study  
This January
We believe that God changes us as we 
open Scripture in community with oth-
ers who are learning to follow Jesus. 
Below are upcoming cross-campus 
Women of the Word (W.O.W.) studies for 
you to connect with other women and 
delve into God’s Word together. Class-
es are held Wednesdays at 9:00am 
on the Valley Creek and Wakota Ridge 
Campuses beginning on January 11. All 
women welcome! 

Class topics include: a study of Colos-
sians and Philemon, by N.T. Wright (hy-
brid group online and in-person), Ruth 
by Kelly Minter (Mom’s group study), 
God of Covenant by Jen Wilkin (based 
on Genesis 12-50), and more!  

To find out more about Women of the 
Word, contact Diana Vander Pas, Multi-
Site Director of Small Groups at van-
derpasd@woodburylutheran.org.  

Diana Vander Pas | Director of Small Groups

Eat right, exercise, find healthy ways to let the stresses of life 
go… I know I should do these things, but as I write this article, I’m 
eating my third Christmas cookie! I spent some time yesterday 
binge-watching comedy films, and I still feel some anxiety of not 
getting everything done that I need to get done. None of these 
things bring the feeling of health that I really desire – mentally, 
physically, emotionally, or spiritually. 

Sometimes we seem too tired and spent to do what we know we 
should do. I know the best approach is to start small and be con-
sistent because over time it adds up. For my spiritual life it’s like 
building muscle little by little for the times I suddenly need to bear 
heavy things. It’s spending time with God when my life seems sta-
ble, because times of difficulties, stress, or trauma show up with-
out warning. When that happens, I don’t have to time cram. (Even 
though I did plenty of that for tests in school!) I need to call upon 
the strength of God and my spiritual practices of spending time 
with Him to get me through. 

Spending un-hurried time in God’s Word, being in community 
with others that encourage my walk with the Lord, prayer, medita-
tion, and time to listen for God are all important practices for me. 

These spiritual practices don’t make us perfect. But over time, 
practices lead to healthy habits, and healthy spiritual habits in 
turn lead to a richer relationship with God. I can better know the 
God who loves me, wants what’s best for me, and I can develop a 
deeper well to draw on when things get hard.   

In January, I encourage you to put into practice John Eldredge’s 
30 Days to Resilient in the One Minute Pause app. (Find it at pau-
seapp.com) The app guides you through morning and evening 
sessions helping to restore your weary soul and point you to God. 
Pick up the WLC’s Survival Guide from the Connection Center or 
on the WLC website. The Survival Guide includes five weekly ses-
sions for individuals, families, and small groups with prompts to 
CONNECT, engage in a DISCIPLE [LIFE] DISCUSSION, PRAY, and 
LIVE IT OUT. Begin to take small steps toward healthier spiritual 
habits that strengthen your weary soul and lead to a rich life with 
Jesus.  

mailto:vanderpasd%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=
mailto:vanderpasd%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=


Joel Symmank | Wakota Ridge Campus Lead

I’m writing this update on the Monday before 
Christmas. Still ringing in my ears are the voices of the 
children of Wakota Ridge who led the congregation 
yesterday singing Away in a Manger. They practiced 
at church and at home and yesterday they stood 
up front and did a beautiful job of singing and 
leading us in worship. In addition to the singing, we 
had several of our young people share God’s word 
with us in worship by focusing our hearts during the 
lighting of the Advent candle and by reading the 
scripture lessons. In all of the cases, though their 
voices are young and not the big booming voices 
of grown-ups they shared the powerful, beautiful 
message that we have a Savior, born as a baby, 
who is and will remain with us until the day He calls 
us home. Small voices but a big message.

Kaposia Education Center is just three blocks 
from the Wakota Ridge campus. They service the 
families of nearly 700 children in the immediate 
neighborhood. Since the merger, we’ve been 
working on developing a relationship with Kaposia, 
looking for ways we can serve the school and staff 
as well as the families whose children attend there. 
This past month we were invited to be a part of 
the Every Meal program where volunteers come 
in on Friday mornings to place a weekend meal 
into the backpack of a child who will experience 
food insecurity over a weekend. We have a crew 
of volunteers set and ready to help each Friday 
for the rest of the school year. In addition, Wakota 
Ridge members donated 80 $25 gift cards to local 
grocery stores so those families have additional 
resources to purchase food while their children are 
on the holiday break. When Bethany and I dropped 
them off with the administrative team they were so 
grateful for the generosity. Small voices…only $25 

per card, but a big message that we are neighbors 
and partners in serving the families of our area. 

I’m so grateful for a congregation where children 
can use their gifts and their voices on Sunday 
mornings. And I’m so grateful for a congregation 
that steps up and shares so generously in a way 
that will make a profound difference in the lives 
of families in our neighborhood. The beauty of the 
Gospel is shared in both words and in deeds. As we 
head into a brand new year I am eager to see where 
God will continue to lead us as a campus!

Wakota Ridge Campus Update

NEXT: Pizza with the Pastor
What’s your NEXT Step at Woodbury Lutheran? If you’re new to WLC 
and wondering how to get connected into this church family, this is 
the perfect place to start!
Sunday January 22nd (after services) on all campuses
• Wakota Ridge Campus: 10:30-11:45am
• Oak HIll Campus: 11:45am-1pm
• Valley Creek Campus: 11:45am-1pm
Come, have some pizza, and get connected!
Find more info and register at info.woodburylutheran.org.

http://info.woodburylutheran.org


January Birthdays
1 Greg Jensen
 PJ Johnson
 Ellise Krypel
 Jane Ogren
 Lisa Schaefer
 Evangelyne Souza
2 Amanda Aalderks
 Julie Nelson
 Matt Noblett
 Kimberlee Seltz
 Amy Wutke
 William Young
3 Sang Albrecht
 Aaron Everson
 Grace Hafner
 Jake Hasapopoulos
 Izzy Kordosky
 Natalie Lewis
 Jayda Revier
4 Lynne Blass
 Joe Droel
 Brian Fong
 Samuel Howard
 Lily Juliano
 Chase Klusmann
 Jessica McMahon
 Hannah Mewhorter
 Eric Perry
 Jack Usalis
5 Blake Boehme
 Emma Cloose
 Ross Dahlin
 AJ DCamp
 Julie Duffy
 Lori Golden
 Krista Hobot
 Nate Jones
 Jacqueline Konop
 Brittany McCarty
 Joshua Peterson
 Donna Peters
 Larry Willmott
6 Lainie Bailen
 Tami Lower
 Muriel Rose
 Joseph Seltz
7 Joe Bradshaw
 Cheryl Butz
 Julia Cordes
 Carolyn Howard
 Jenhua Juan

 Colette Klotthor
 Ann Lavers
 Thomas Pashina
 Amanda Ramin
 Karl Stensvad
 Livia Vislisel
8 Kris Amundson
 Noah Heintz
 Amy Huebner
 Angie Lauderbaugh
 Tim Nelson
 Donna Retter
 Mike Rosin
 Nancy Schubbe
 Aaron Sieling
 Sharon Wolfgram
9 Penelope Begnaud
 Emma Perlt
 Timm Spindler
 Tina Stebbing
 Sara Terrill
 Adam Voth
10 Louis Bernier
 Angela Coffey
 Trenton Lutterman
 Timothy Olson
 Bailey Perryman
 Nolan Salzmann
 Steve Schach
 Elaine Schlenner
 Scott Zuehlke
11  Gunnar Edlund
 Janet Jacobson
 Melissa Larsen
 Rhoda Pfotenhauer
 Renee Schneider
 Samantha Schumaker
12 Jack Anderson
 Jyl Dunavan
 Debbie Eddy
 Alayna Larscheid
 Grace Lavers
 Leroy Longworth
 Jacob Rome
 Linda Wilford
 Sarah Yonkovich
13 Spenser Arneson
 Mindy Follett
 Wesley Holum
 Marlys Parker
 Jenna Severson

 Olivia Svoboda
 Katie Young
14  Spencer Cowley
 Shirley Mertens
 Harper Vossen
15 Reese Brandt
 Anthony Conant
 Kristin Esboldt
 Jim Hayden
 Cheryl Hohenstien
 Tanner Johnson
 Hazel Phillipson
 Liam Powell, Jr.
 Shirley Rubbert
 Gabriella Tyler
16 Margaret Claugherty
 Reagan Esboldt
 Juli Feldkamp
 Alyssa Meyer
 Cameron Ochiagha
 Julie Wolfgram
17 Bennett Everson
 Charlotte Everson
 Avery Horacek
 Regina Kehl
 Owen Kreutzfeldt
 Joseph Mahlke
 Anna Pillman
 Gayla Pleggenkuhle
 Connor Price
18  Michelle Fog
 Parker Goerlitz
 Kaye Montgomery
 Bob Petrich
 Rick Petrich
 Larry Poss
 Gordon Spindler
 Joann Willhite
19  Paul Bollman
 Lucia Drevlow
 John Eineke
 Susan Gerver
 Heidi Harre
 Milan Hruby
 Cristian Link
 Emmit Luther
20 Ethan Bloom
 Jill Colton
 Joslyn Fitzgerald
 David Frost
 Gwen Froseth

 Hans Heggernes
 Elise Johnson
 Abby Krueger
 John Mitterholzer
 Dick Rowan
 Alex Schuenke
 Mary Jo Young
21  Tyler Anderson
  Kay Banitt
 Deborah Burandt
 Grace Bystrzycki
 Mady Corredor Parker
 Angie Crane
 Janet Erickson
 Marco Howard
22 Robin Brown
 Gavin Browning
 Mike Huber
 Alisia Macioch
 Tom Nelson
 Dustin Nystel
 Kelly Sadlovsky
 Ally Stoffer
 Lindsey Weiler
23  Brett Corrigan
 Lee Fischer
 Ben Lower
 Aaron Stadt
24 Mary Jean Bannert
 Geoff Boyd
 Tony Boyd
 Rachel Brocker
 Aiden Johnson
 Parker Knutson
 Ray Merle
 Sue Meyer
 Eleanor Morrison
 Elijah Nystel
 Marlene Otterson
 Angie Spates
 Teri Trachy
25 Don Arndt
 Gavin Bertram
 Fanny Daniels
 Harry Gurrola
 Melody Haines
 Mary Matasovsky
 Owen Mensing
 Bill Rengstorf
 Rosemary Tongen
 Mark Willie

26 Sophia Christiansen
 Jane Dibbern
 Gary Halleen
 Greg Lewis
 Rachel Mergens
 Scott Meyer
 Hudson Peltier
 Liam Powell
 Andrew Rhoades
 Jules Winter
27 Jamie Anderson
 Brooke Bunge
 Alexandra Finnegan
 Judy Goetsch
 Maya IntVeld
 Horst Kraft
 Mila Lottering
 Jenni Panek
 Michael Steffen
28  Elijah Cronin
 Brenda Haut
 Bryan Hughes
 Paul Johnson
 Alexandra Leonard
 Madeline Lorence
 Kevin Stifter
29 Cora DeRuyscher
 Nancy Hoffman
 Joel Mohlenhoff
 Delana Searles
 Emily Thommes
30 Phyl Burger
 Barb Dunn
 Kyle Engen
 Shirley Engen
 Chuck Jones
 Brian Herian
 Toni Lindahl
 Joel Mba-Ngu’e
 Barbara Royce
 Stephanie Ruzich
 Jeff Schaefer
31  Bev Hintz
 Leah Huebner
 Natalie Klasinski
 Adelaide Lisson
 Brad Miller
 Abigail Wiebe

January Anniversaries
2 Chris & Dawn Kroohn
 Dennis & Janice Wenker
4 Dave & Rebecca Martini
 Kyle & Sara McConaughey
5 Aaron & Tristan Wesser
6 Rajesh Kulandesu & Ruth Premiah
7 Ben & Regina Kehl
 Kevin & Kelli Redington
9 Adrian & Joann Kjelshus 
 Dick & Jan Rowan
10 Craig & Cheryl Wasko
11 Howard & Elyse Ko
 Roger & Shirley Rodgers
14 Brandon & Heidi Crist
 Steven & Ann St. Jacque

15 Dan & Nancy Oehlke
16  Christian & Julia Opheim
 Brad & Kris Sweet
18 Jim & Joy Nassios
19  Brad and Sharon Fong
20 Tad & Lindsey Schmidt
21 Chris & Angela Ginkel
 Charlie & Donna McElveen
22 Phillip & Wendy Baumgarn
25 Robert & Margaret Kilb
26 Ponmalar Ramesh & Ramesh Krishnanmani
27 Patrick & Maggie Svoboda
28 Mike & Vicki Hunst
 Todd & Bonnie Rizzardi



Worship Baptisms Deaths

Woodbury Lutheran Church - Council Meeting
Tuesday, December 13, 2022 
6:30-8:30am

Meeting Highlights
2023 Budget Narrative:
In Follow our goal was to raise 9 million dollars over 2 years. In 2021 we 
had a significant surplus in income that we moved into long term capital 
and future multisite as a part of Follow. Our budget for 2022 is 4.3 million 
and we will be looking at around 4.4 in 2023 depending on how we finish 
out 2022. The main areas of increase will be in general expenses due to 
inflation, health, and additional staff.

2023 Financial and Annual Meetings:
We had a good conversation about what needs to be covered in the Annual 
Meeting and agreed that we really like the format we have used the last 
three years for the financial update. Pastor Tom and Mark Stutelberg will 
once again record an update to send out to the congregation.

2023 Quarter 1 Priorities:
As we head into 2023, we will continue to focus on the priorities we set in 
Follow. In the first quarter we will be busy preparing for Lent, transitioning 
our online services back to livestream, making our way through the 
congregational Annual Meeting, hiring our new Executive Director and 
much more. 

Meeting Highlights
Call to Order & Quorum Determination
Devotions/Prayer
Consent Agenda
• November Meeting Minutes
• November Financial Report
Discussion Topics
• 2023 Budget Preview
• 2023 WLC Financial & Annual 

Meeting
• 2023 WLC Objectives, Key Results 

and Q1 priorities 

Informational Topics
• Sr. Pastor Report
• November Dashboard
Closing Prayer
Adjourn

In order to continue to grow in our communication to the congregation, 
each month we will share an update from the previous month’s 
Council meeting. Full minutes can be found HERE (https://wlc.church/
resources/newsletter-and-council-minutes/) after the 10th of each 
month.

Church Council Update
Month

Online
Saturdays @ 5:00pm
Sundays @ 8:00, 9:30, 11:00am 
Youtube OnDemand

In-Person
Sundays @ 9:00 (OH, WR & VC)
Sundays @ 10:30am (OH & VC)

Please visit our website for up- 
to-date worship information. 
woodburylutheran.org

Jonathan Konrad Davies
Asher Wayne Peterson
Addison Julie Dikken
Rosemary Joy Lockwood
Landon James Stoffel
Lincoln Bradley Wayne Smith
Weston Jonathon Hunter

J.J. Brusewitz
Ashley Cook
Sadie Terrill, granddaughter of Al & Sue 
Kowalke, niece of Erin Bowes
Valerie Jennings

https://wlc.church/resources/newsletter-and-council-minutes/


Staying Connected

Ready to Take Your Next Step?
The WLC Connection Center is available 
to help you determine what your next 
step might be on the Discipleship PATH. 
Whether you want to explore options or 
you already know what your next step will 
be, our Connectors would love to help. 
The Connection Center staff at each of 
our campuses is available for each wor-
ship service.  Come and say hi! 

Giving at WLC
Thank you for your ongoing generosity 
that keeps the ministries of Woodbury 
Lutheran functioning. Giving may be 
done by texting WLCGIVE to 833-808-
4447, through our website, and through 
the WLC app (iOS | GooglePlay). Checks 
may be mailed to the church office at 
7380 Afton Road, Woodbury, MN 55125.

Stock Donations
There are many different ways to donate 
time, talents, and treasures to Woodbury 
Lutheran Church. One way some 
members choose to donate is through the 
transfer or donation of stocks. If you have 
questions or would like more information 
on how to donate stock, please contact 
Trecie Horner at 651-731-3349. 

Monday Afternoon Women’s 
Ministry
Would you be willing to knit or crochet 
shawls, soft chemo/Neuro surgery caps 
or baby caps/afghans which would be 
given to someone who is experiencing 
a life trauma, an illness, or loss? We 
would love to have you join us on Monday 
afternoons at the Valley Creek Campus 
at 1:00pm, or bring your completed 
items to us at the Valley Creek Campus. 

Call Shirley (651) 276-7224 or email 
sungrams1@gmail.com for more info on 
how to be connected with this ministry. 

Thrivent Members!
As a service to its members Thrivent pro-
vides support through you for various 
outreach and mission events at WLC. 
Your Thrivent Action Team benefit can 
bear fruit for God’s kingdom! Please con-
tact Brad Miller (millerb@woodburylu-
theran.org) if you want to help, or to learn 
more. Thanks!

High School Youth Summer 
Mission Experience
Our WLCYOUTH Summer 2023 Mission 
Experience locations were shared in 
November and posted on wlcyouth.org. 
If you have a current 8th-12th grader at 
your house, check out this high school 
opportunity. 

Pilgrimage with the 
Pfotenhauers
Pastor Paul & Rhoda, and Pastor Tom & 
Stephanie Pfotenhauer are considering 
a pilgrimage in October of 2023 to the 
Seven Churches recorded in Revelation.  
This was one of the Apostle Paul’s prima-
ry focuses of ministry as well as Turkey 
and the Islands. If you are interested and 
want complete information, please con-
tact Pastor Paul at paulrhoda@comcast.
net or call 651-261-3416 or 651-707-7144.

All Campus Middle School Mania 
(MSM)
Join the youth on January 6th, 6:30-8pm. 
We’ll gather at the Valley Creek campus 
for games, fun, and a devotion on Joy! All 
6th-8th graders are invited & we’d love for 

you to bring a friend!  No RSVP needed.

First Communion Classes begin 
in February
All 6th grade families and families of 
youth who’ve not yet been prepared for 
their First Communion are invited to reg-
ister for First Communion classes.  We 
have 2 groups, one that meets on Sun-
days at the Valley Creek campus at 1pm 
or Tuesdays at the Oak Hill campus at 
6:30pm.  Each youth attends with a par-
ent/mentor for 4 weeks during Lent (Feb 
26-Apr 6).  Families from all campuses 
can choose whichever day & campus 
fits your family’s schedule. Registration 
can be found at wlc.church/milestones/
first-communion/

Middle School Youth Summer 
Mission Experience - FINAL CALL
Our WLCYOUTH Summer 2023 Mission 
Experience is in Rochester, MN the week 
of June 10-15, 2023. February 12th is the 
last day to register. More information & 
registration info can be found at wlcy-
outh.org.

Looking for more information 
to stay connected? 

Scan the 
QR code above!

mailto:sungrams1%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:millerb%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=
mailto:millerb%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=
http://wlcyouth.org
mailto:paulrhoda%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:paulrhoda%40comcast.net?subject=
http://wlc.church/milestones/first-communion/
http://wlc.church/milestones/first-communion/
http://wlcyouth.org
http://wlcyouth.org
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Visit woodburylutheran.org

Valley Creek Campus (V) 
7380 Afton Road 

Woodbury, MN 55125
Oak Hill Campus (O) 

9050 60th Street North 
Stillwater, MN 55082

Wakota Ridge Campus (W) 
255 W Douglas Street

South St. Paul, MN 55075

Afton Land
12122 40th Street South

Afton, MN 55001

(651) 739-5144
Visit us on the web at  

www.woodburylutheran.org

Woodbury Lutheran Church 
7380 Afton Road 
Woodbury, MN 55125
Multiplying Disciples // Transforming Lives

2 (O,V,W) WLC Offices 
Closed - New Year’s Holiday
Monday, All Day 

3 (V) WLC Choir Rehearsal 
Tuesdays, 7:00pm
Contact: Stephanie 
Pfotenhauer
561-504-5164 

4 (O) Pastoral Bible Study
Wednesdays, 10:00am 
Contact: Pastor Dean 
651-739-5144 x331

4 (V,W) Women of the Word
Wednesdays, 9:00am 
Contact: Diana Vander Pas 
651-739-5144 x208

4 (V) Mitten Ladies
Wednesdays, 12:30pm 
Contact: Lyndis VanderLouw 
651-469-3313

4 (O,V) MS & HS Youth 
Wednesdays, 6:30pm 
Contact: Lindsey Schmidt 
651-739-5144 x219

5 (V) Celebrate Recovery 
Thursdays, 6:30pm 
Contact: Larry Smith  
651-308-9113 

6 (V) Kitchen Band
1st & 3rd Fridays, 9:00am
Contact: Margo Garven 
651-788-1713 

6 (V) All Campus Middle 
School Mana 
Friday, 6:30pm 
Contact: Lindsey Schmidt 
651-739-5144 x219

7 (O) Joyful January 
Saturdays, 8:30am 
Contact: Brad Miller 
651-739-5144 x209 

7 (V) Saturday Morning 
Men’s Bible Study 
Saturdays, 7:00am 
Contact: Jeff Linert 
651-387-9428 

7  (O) Men’s Bible Study 
Saturdays, 8:00am 
Contact: Pastor Dean 
651-739-5144 x331

7 (V) Baptism Class 
Saturday, 9:30am 
Contact: Rachel Symmank  
651-472-1975 

8 (O,V,W) WLC Kids 
Sundays, 9:00am 
Contact: Nancy Schubbe 
651-739-5144 x203

8 (V) WLC Kids 
Sundays, 10:30am 
Contact: Nancy Schubbe 
651-739-5144 x203
9 (V) Monday Men’s Study 
Mondays, 10:45am 
Contact: Pastor Tim 
651-739-5144 x221

9 (V) Ladies’ Gathering 
Group 
Mondays, 1:00pm 
Contact: Shirley Mertens 
651-276-7224

15 (V) Financial Peace  
Sundays, 3:00pm 
Contact: Brad Miller 
651-739-5144 x209 

16 (O,V,W) WLC Offices 
Closed - MLKJr Holiday
Monday, All Day 

29 (V) All Campus Annual 
Meeting  
Sunday, 12:30pm 

January 2023 Calendar

https://www.woodburylutheran.org/resources-media/calendar-events/calendar/

